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Table 2-l  GEOLOGIC PERIODS SUBSEQUENT TO THE TIME WHEN FOSSILS

FIRST BECAME ABUNDANT

(The Carhcmiferous  is frequently subdivided inro two periods, Mississippian (earlier) and Pennsylvanian

(later). The time estimate are based on the rate of disintegration of radioactive materials found

in a number of deposits.)

E R A

(AND DURATION

mammals; oboui

65 million years)

I65 million .yearr)

PERIOD

ESTIMATED

?IME

BEGINNING

OF EACH

PERIOD (IN

MII.L.IONS

OF YEARS) EPOCH LIFE

Quaternary 2+

HOlOCt?“e

(Recent)

Pleistocene

Modern speck  and  wbrpecies:  d,  l”mmnce

of ma;

Modem speck  of  mammal\ or their forerunners;

Pl iocene

Miocene

Appexwce  of many n&em  genera 01  mammal.

Rke  of modern subfamik  of  mam”& spread

of grassy plains; evolutmn of grazing

“lam”lal\.

rertiary 65 Ol igocene

Eocene

R~rc  of modern families of mammals.

‘Rw  of [noderr  orderi  and suborder5 of

mammals

PalCoCe”e Dominance of archaic mammals.

Dominance of angiosperm  plant,  co”~mcncc~;

extinction of large repliler  and arn”lonite5

hy  end of period.

Reptiles dominant on land, sea. a”d  m air;

first birds; archaic mam~nak

sours;  cycads and conlfcr\ dorninnnt
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~IIT’%ILLN~I  (Classification of Vertebrates)

Phylum Chordata

Subphylulm  Vertebrata (Craniata)

Division 1 Pisces

Superclass I Agnatha

Class 1 Cyclostomata

Class 2 Osteostraci Silurian - Devonian

Class 3 Anaspida Silurian Devonian

Class 4 Heterostraci Ordovician - Devonian

Class fi  Coeioiqida  Silurian Devonian

Supercla!jb  II Gnathostomata

Class I Placodermi

Class 2 Chondrichthycs

Class 3 Osteichthyes
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Division 2 Tetrapoda

Class 1 Amphibian

Class 2 Reptilia

Class 3 Aves

Class 4 Mammalia
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