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VI. THE SPIRIT OF THE VALLEY
The Spirit of the Valley never dies.
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LXXX, THE SMALL UTOPIA (2)
(Let there be) a small country with a small population,
Where the supply of goods are tenfold or hundredfold,
more than they can use.
Let the people value their lives and not migrate far.
Though there be boats and carriages,
None be there to ride them.
Though there be armor and weapons,
No accasion to display them.
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Let the people again ropes for reckoning
Let them enjoy their food,
Beautify their clothing,
Be satisfied with their homes,
Delight in their customs.
The neighboring settlements overlook one another
So that they can hear the barking of dogs and
crowing of cocks of their neighbors,
And The people till the and of their days
shali never have been outside their country.
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[. ON THE ABSOLUTE TAO
The Tao that can be told of
Is not the Absolute Tao;

The Names that can be given
Are not Absolute Names.

The Nameless is the origin of Heaven and Earth;
The Named is the Mother of All Things.

Therefore :
Oftentimes, one strips oneself of passion
In order to see the Secret of Life ;
Oftentimes, one regards life with passion,
In order to see its manifest results.

These two (the Secret and its manifestations)

Are (in their nature) the same ;
They are given different names
When they become manifest.

They may both be called the Comic Mystery :
Reaching from the Mystery into the Deecper Mystery
Is the Gate to the Secret of All Life. (%)
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“A good runner leaves no track.
A good speech leaves no flaws for attack.
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n ( - (3)
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[
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4
Fine-sounding words are not true. (Uvm 81)(4)
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My Lord Is Full of Delight
My lord is full of delight,

In his left hand he holds a flute,
With his right he summons me to play with him.
©Oh, what sweet joy!

My lord is full of blessing.

In his left hand he holds dancing plumes,

With his right he summons me to dance with him.
Oh, what sweet joy!

“ e . ) ”n Myve o & ~ -
UNLARY 1‘1119\’3“3“]11”“‘1! i) 1'”'11'!]13\1[“31“1]151”11“”
vk o A [ 4 @ Aa - | ™
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The Moon Is Rising

The white moon is rising.
O lady so lovely and bright.

(1) auapInu Wi 227
(2) An1n YOZANNAN, John D., f387901u81 wu1 227-229
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The white moon in rising,

Is like the spiendor of my lady.
Why am I caught in these chains ?
Why am I consumed with grief ?

The moon is rising in splendor
Is the light of my love.

Why am I forsaken ?

Why am I consumed with grief ?
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The Blind Musicians
The blind musiclans, the blind mpsicians (1)
In the courtyard of Chou.
They have set up their piflars and crossbars,
With upright plumes and hooks for the drums and bells
The small and larger drums arc hanging there,
The tambourines, the stone—chimes, the batons and tiger clappers.
When all have been struck the music begins.
Then the pipes and the flates sound shriily.
Sweet is the music,
August as the song of birds.
The ancestors listen:
They are our guests.
For ever and ever they gaze om our victories.
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Tsckung asked Confucius, “What would you say if all the people of
the village like a penson ?”* “That is enough,” replied Confucius, “What
would you say if all the people of a village dislike & person?” ““That is not
enough,” said Confucius *‘[t is better when the good people of the village
like him, and the bad people of the village dislike him"
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(1) Lin Yutang, The Wisdon of China and India, A modern Library
Giant, New York, 1955, p. 827-828
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Confucius said, “The peopte who live extravagantly are apt to be
snobbish (or conceited), and the people who live simply are apt to be
vulgar. I prefer the vulgar people to the snobs.”
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Confucius said, “When a country is in order, it is ashame to be
a poor and common man, When a country is in chaos, it is a shame
to be rich and an official,”
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Confucius said,” A gentleman blames himself, while a comaon
man blames others,”
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Confucius said, “The superior man understands what is right; the
inferior man understands what will sell,”
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Confucius said, “A gentleman is careflil about three things: la
his youth, when his blood is strong. he is careful about sex-When he is
grown up, and his blood is full, he is careful about getting into a fight
(or struggle in general), When he is old and his blood is getting thinner,
he iscareful about money.”
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Opportunities of time (Youchsafed by) Heaven are not equal to
advantages of situation (afforded by) the Earth, and advantages of s ituation
(afforded by) the Earth are not equal to (the union arising from) the
accord of Men"
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“Weather is less important than terrain, and terrain is less
important than the people’s unity.”
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The Hard Road
Pure wine costs, for the golden cup, ten thousand coppers a flagon,
And a jade plate of dainty food calls for a million coins.
I fling aside my food-sticko and cup, T cannot eat nor drink...
I puli out my dagger, I peer four ways in vain.
I would cross the yellow River, but ice chokes the ferry,
I would climb the T’ ai-hang Mountains, but the sky is blind
with snow...
I would sit and poise a fishing—~pole, lazy by a brook
But 1 suddenly dream of riding a boat, sailing for the sun...
Journeying is hard,
Journeying is hard,
There are many turnings

Which am I to follow?...
I will mount a long wind some day and break the heavy waves
And set my clowdy sail straight and bridge the deep, deep sea.
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The Ching—ting Mountain
Flocks of birds have flown high and away;
A solitary drift of cloud, too, has gone, wandering on.
And I sit alone with the ching—ting Peak, towering beyond.
We never grow tired of each other, the mountain and L.
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A Visit to Fan with Li Po

My honored friend, Li, writes excellent verses,

That ring at times like Ying-Kao’s masterly lines,

1, too, a sojourner of Tungz Meng,

Love him as a younger brother loves the elder.

Drunk, we sleep both under one cover at night;

And io Daytime we go together hand in hand.

Now Longing for a place of quiet compamy,

We come to visit you on the city 's northside.

Your little boy waits on us so handsomely,

Joy leaps in our hearts as we enter your gate,

What solitude! We hear only the chilly mallets,

And see the clouds bivouac before the old city wall.

Having always sung the ode of the sweet citron,

Who cares to seek for the soup of the water herbs?

You desire not the debasement of official life,

But remain untrammeled like the blue, boundless sea.
~ B o €4 4 - e a o Lo &
A3BENIUNUTENUT NLNEINLANININUL RSN R gﬁl@mmwhmu

Alone in Her Beauty

Who is lovelier than she ?

Yet she lives alone in an empty Valley.

She tells me she came from a good family

Which is humbled now into the dust.

.- When trouble arose in the Kuan distriet,

(1) KALTENMARK, Odile,.. £13u81 wu1 71-72
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Her brothers and close kin were killed.

What use was their high offices,

Not even shielding their own lives ?—

The world has but scorn for adversity !

Hope goes out, like the light of a candle.

Her husband, with a vagrant heart,

Secks a new face like a new piece of jade;

And when morning—glories furl at night

And mandarin—ducks lie side by side,

All he can see is the smile of the new love,

While the old love weeps unheard.

The brook was pure in its mountain source,

But away from the mountain its waters darken.

--- Waiting for her maid to come from selling pearls
For straw to cover the roof again,

She picks a few flowers, no longer for her hair,
And lets pine-needles fall through her fingers,
And, forgetting her thin silk sleeve and the cold,
She leans in the sunset by a tall bamboo. {1)
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(1) Witter Bynner, The Jade Mountain, copyright 1929 by Alfred
A. Knopf, Inc. and renewed 1957.

(2) G’JVNLR:MM!}JM@S Tdanfinu19in A, Waley, The Life and Time
of Po Chui-i, London, 1949
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On an Acient Tomb East of the Village
Among the ancient tombs both high and low,
There is a path for cattle and sheep.

Standing alone on the highest of them,
How carefree is my heart!

Turning to look at the village,

I see no*hiag but weeds in deserted fields—
The viilagers are not fond of flowers,

And bhave planted only chestnuts and dates.
Ever since [ came to live here,

—'(l) YOHANNAN, John D., A treasury of Asian Literature, A
Mentor Book, 1956 p.p. 240-242.
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I have never been delighted with the scenery ;
The flowers are few, the orioles are scarce,
And when spring comes it can hardly be seen,
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To the Distant One
I try to forget, but it isin vain.
I try to go, but I have no way,
There are no wings on my axles,
My head is covered with white hairs,
I sit and watch the leaves falling,
Or go up to the 1op of the tower.
Shades hover in boundless twilight:
A vast sadness comes to my eyes.
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