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E
A9 1N 4.3 Summary of Spectral Class Features

Summary of Spectral Class Features

Spectral
Class Color Temperature (°K) Spectral Features Example Stars

(o} Blue Greater than 23.000° Singlv ionized helium, doubly ionized A Orionis
nitrogen, riply ionized silicon 10 Lacertae

B Blue 11,000-25,000° Neutral helium, singly and doubly Rigel
ionized silicon. singly ionized Spica
oxvgen and magnesium; weak
hydrogen lines

A Blue 7.500-11,600° Strong hydrogen lines; some weak Sirius
lines of neutral and ionized Vega
metals

F. Bluish white 6,000-7,500° Moderatelv strong hydrogen lines; Canopus
lines of neutral and ionized Procvon
metals

G Yellowish white 5.000-6,000° Very conspicuous ionized calcium: Sun
many lines of neutral Capella -
and ionized metals

K Orange 3,500-5,000° Dominating neutral metals Arcturus

Aldebaran

M Red Less than 3,500° Neutral metals and molecular bands Betelgeuse

of titanium oxide Antares




901 Hd

L6

PRINCIPAL TYPE OF STELLAR SPECTRA
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