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Beaufort Scale of Wind Force*
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LAND ANID SEA WIND SPEED
BEAUFORT GENERAL QOBSERVA ITONS FOR 10 M ABOVE
NUMBER DESCRIPTION ESTIMATING WIND SPEEDS GROUND (KM/HR)

0 Calm Smoke rises vertically. Sea like mirror. Less than 1
Ligbt air Smoke, but not wind vane. shows 1-5

direction of wind. Slight ripples at sea.

2 Light breeze Wind felt on face, leaves rustle, wind vanes 6-11

move. Small, short wavelets.

3 Gentle Leaves and small twigs moving constantly, 12-19
breeze small flags extended. Large wavelets,

scattered whitecaps.

4 Moderate Dust and loose paper raised, small 20-28
breeze branches moved. Small waves, frequent

whitecaps.

5 Fresh breeze Small leafy trees swayed. Moderate waves. 29-38
strong Large branches in motion, whistling heard 39-49
breeze in utility wires. Large waves, some spray.

7 Near gale Whole trees in motion. White foam from 50-61

breaking  waves.

8 Gale Twigs break off trees. Moderately high 62-74

waves of great length.

9 strong galc Slight structural damage occurs. Crests of 75-88

waves begin to roll over. Spray may
impede  visibility.

10 Storm Trees uprooted, considerable structural 89-102

damage. Sea white with foam, heavy
tumbling of sea.

11 Violent Very rare; widespread damage. Unusually 103-117
storm high waves.

12 Hurricane Very rare; much foam and spray greatly 118 and over

reduce  visibility.

*Developed in 1803 by Lrish hydrographer Sir Francis Beanfort
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