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LANDMARKS ON THE ROAD TO FREEDOM

About 450 . c. the Romans chose a
committee of ten citizens to write down
the laws of the Republic, which were
known only by the judges. .."With the
laws #n written form on twelpe tablets,
all citizens could be sure of their lega
rights and duties.

The Twelve Tables

If a man-call another to law, he must go. If he go not, they shall witness
it; then he shall he seized. . . . If they settle the matter out of court, let
it he announced. . . . If they settle not, they shall argue the case in the

assembly or in the forum before midday; then they shall plead and prove,
both being present. . . , He who needs a witness shall within three days

go to his house and notify him. . . . When a contract or transfer is made,
what the tongue has pronounced, the law shall enforce. . . . The owner
shal wall the highway next to his land. If the stone work fals into
disrepair, the traveler may drive his'team where he will. . ., If by night
a man have done a theft, and the owner kills him, let the man be as if
killed by law.
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e te wa3 the most ancient and respected organ of the govenment in Rome. Caesar
filled it with his supporters, but it was in the Senate that he was assassinated in 44B.C.
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Julius Caesar brought the Roman Repuklic
to on end. Politicion and general, he wa$
olso on accomplished orator and writer.
You may read his Commentories on the
Gallic Waz, about his conquest of Goul,
in your Latin class.
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Marcus Junius Brutus (c85-42B.c) took part in Caesar’s murder. He loved r, but

feared that Caesar would destroy the republic.
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Caesar’s Heir? Augustus was on 18-year-old student
when his gronduncle, Julivs Coesor, was murdered.

Caesor left his estate to Augustus, but o Roman general,
Antony, fook over. Although his own family urged
Augustus not to claim his inheritance, he decided to fol-
low in Caesar's dangerous foolsteps.
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LANDMARKS ON THE ROAD TO FREEDOM

About 530 A.m., When the Emperor Jus-
tinian hod gll the laws collected in one
code, he also published a textbook for
students called The Institutes. From this
book, which summed up the principles
of Roman law, the West learned many
ideas of justice and freedom.

The Institutes of Justinian

Justice is the set and constant purpose which gives to every man what
is due him. . . . The principles of the law are these: to live honestly, to
injure no one, and to give every man his ‘right. . . The’ laws of nature,
which are observed by all nations alike, are established, as it were, by
divine providence, and remain ever fixed and unchangeable. But the
civil laws of each individual state are subject to frequent change, either

hy the silent consent of the people, or by the later enactment of another
law.
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Diocletian, the emperor who reorganized
the Roman Empire, was a man of strong will
and commanding personality.
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