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LANDMARKS ON THE ROAD TO FREEDGHM

People cannot live in freedom safely
without laws. One of the first codes of
law for a whele county was drawn up
by Hammurapi, King of Babylonia,
about 1700 B.C. It was carved in lasting
stone and set up for everyone to see.

The Code of Hammutapi

The righteous laws which Hammurapi, the wise king, established and by
which he gave the land pure government . . that the strong might npt
oppress the weak, and that they should give justice to the orphan and
the widow. . . . Let any oppressed man who has a cause . . . read the
inscription on my monument. ... And may my monument enlighten him
as to his cause, and may he understand his case. . . . In the days that are
yet to come, for all future time, may the king who is in the land observe

the words of righteousness on my monument.

* Here, as in other “Landmarks” in this book, significant statements
from the document are quoted, not the document as a wlole.
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