Unit 9
The Expository Paragraph

The Expository Paragraph ﬁmﬂmiﬂu‘lu;ﬂuuu'ﬁ'l.ﬂ'k'dn'mﬁ'mim uns1ale
madswnIsow  wiidweud ouitlEmelide uA  (information) ATUTI  (facts)
dratuin (explanation) W3a #8E03 (ilustrations)
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Sowiowumf 7 uasunfl 8 suddsfirosun liuenWiuiilowslonmiumm
TwuuvussmmsnIsanaration) Fiiluldatudrduniaae (chronologically) watlu
LU BN THT T (description) Al e (spatially) 1fuwiEn  weidszlue Topic
sentence U1Ulszlonfddrdounainde ussaufind ¥y (controling  idea) 1nanEe
sudarymnoflimumodniiwieaififissafiemunm wiolbeaninel st
wrosalRuesfumwidaauld (1w “Going to college can be expensive.” Uszlos
ilfimufindAy (controlling idea) An “expensive” falluFesfldmutoenifoulu
inpmusrnadeni wiadowwrrnamliifunmidasuld nissandufoumiuau
ruRndana1 il idARen 1 lFi e iw il e luidne l.iuulﬂ"iﬂgﬂ Bowdietuio Bow
Wdaifieeds wiadladnfnwmuideuudwaruifewis " | had a terrible day at the
office today.” e awl@lawi ewnspeniamoaziBoadoladauknen 3570
Aawfamusrdndefifetuldifoudohifne: il wu aowd ifduheu
ld nnunmﬁunan‘mmun'm‘n-:ﬁﬁnnumumnwluﬁqnawuﬂﬁ"-muﬂ uasiile
niuidnlufiaufsraanndufeniuwss duds Wi ouludnweme
sansflidunds The expository paragraph (77 ‘Expositoryuiuin expose wanfi
“Taee” (reveal) wWia “dhoonun Wi )

mdluilazlon Topic sentence lurmuiounlla the exposition g mlngjud
a:tﬂHn*nuﬁmﬁErl.*m.'rﬁﬂﬁ‘ﬁumﬂﬂn‘nunu'lu'r#‘.rlﬂﬂ'lué’n&mtﬁf‘iﬂ nivgeneralization
nefadulerufindlaos Wuseddnsundwnuer ﬂaﬁuﬁﬁﬂqmﬁ'ﬁﬁu—m
¥ 1w expensive, nice, kind, terrible w3s unhealthy ete. fszimiRidudTlE
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prumanefintianng  (generalization) udiEAluzifowl wlunmlumyuuiieedes
Sunl¥ilarumunfiaw: 199294 (spechic) H’mnﬁq&n ﬂﬁ'nuw:u.ﬂu;ﬂmmnﬂy
eligaminnmldgmanants

Uszlom Topic sentence TinImmIRmImewdruioudmwiuluuuure
the exposition A Uz lonfusssnumaneiiis wrweie ( & factual statement) Wia
"ATIUARLAY" (an opinion statement) 11w

Mr. Kimberly is a nlce person. (LARIATILRRIAK) NI

The English language has borrowed many terms from French. (WERIATILNTTA)

WevszTon Topic sentence ﬁﬂmwﬁnhﬁmﬁtﬂuquh wio unituass
sruRadwnt madvsdorusivmmeruinmidfdendumad ouluinem
ﬂiaauarmi’m_.llln':‘mﬁa feRgal winld wathabues Snimmdunndoulalyd
funciilumnEouTopic sentence 1WWUL The exposition  Mwmin@owdszlon
Tople sentence Liilwlszlpausnvasmsinmw innzduntiuaniyaymaires
il uu'lﬂ‘:!ﬁw‘lﬂummﬁuﬂ‘hiaﬂt:muuia'lﬂt:tﬂuﬁm'q'mﬂﬁmmmﬂu'ﬁ"m'lﬂ win
ﬂ:tﬁnuumqﬂnhudﬂuﬂwnu'lﬂia'ﬁwnﬂum pfflé e flacdus n"lﬂﬂ-.!‘_lui'ngnuuu
1n hulluarusTs wiaduiedgel winduiatha lendourzyderinlazlun Topic
sentence 114 Here Is the polnt | am golng to prove. !Ed-ﬁuﬁ‘i:nﬂu'lﬂﬁuﬁ'iﬁngﬂﬂ
winuiufefguinrufsdigfddobanussadundngaznauludasfifiou
waneniimimnnf @ iduusiufiuduin msfsudslonmiumguaiiuie
ingpuelizinlianesnmioui diwesdadldsuruioufiideysfint=ie
wnfian snBoefigauasdrleiefien Wavsdouiadiole dosfinfalveaddmldiaue
T frdeudssnilailugddunondn drameafadduud aulasaninniuies
arlnisfudafauszsamufnidyludslomiug we dnfnsdidendowieany
“My favorite Hobby Is Playing Mah-Jong, which Is a Chinese game played with
ties.” Iugruzddmudoddszlunflufnzdonfindinalulosnunotu what s
Mah-Jong?" “Why does the writer like to play Mah-Jong?" and "Why is it the writer's
favorite hobty?* Tugrusindpufesdaswmmudmdssidlvlmnusaeuliinnfion
atwihlvhlarg “Fammufegudsy” m'ﬂ:ti‘mﬂ'ﬁﬂﬂﬁ‘m‘mhh :i'a'mﬁmnwﬁ'imﬁa
dmudandld “Amau-finedo wio Toerudaewnntu dnfilurusdi@ou dnfine
wanndpnaiioRandiiildTeieniiodonh  Mahdong feezls wuadals Ly
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Practice Exercises

Exercise 1 : Locating the Topic Sentence

Study the following sets of santences carefully. In the space provided, write a topic

sentence that contains a parinent generalization.

A. Topic sentence : '
Support: 1. Computers are used in hospitals to keep records of all patients.

2. Departments siores like Central Department Store and The Mall
uses computers o keep records of their customers’ payment.

3. Home compulers are usad to balance checkbooks, keep frack of
investments, regulate the heat and lights, and even to play games
4. Students find pocket catculators invaluable in their math classes.
5. Computerized robots are now being used in some Indusiries on
assambly fines.
B. Toplc sentance:
Support: 1. Thiry-three percent of all high school athletes are female, a six fold
increase since the early 1970s. In colleges, the figure is 30 percant,

an incréase in ten years of 250 parcent.

2. Since 1970, the number of fermale tennis players in the country has
jurnped from about 3 million o 11 million, the number of golfers
from lass than a ha¥f million to more than 5 million.

4. According to one survey, of the nation's 17.1 million joggers, over
one-third are women; in 1970, there wara too few to count

4. In 1980, financial rewards for female athletes topped more than 516
million, up from less than $1 million ten years ago.
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C. Toplc sentonce:

1. Many products on grocery store shelves are consplouously labeled
“cholesterol free.”

2. Two books, Robert E. Kowalski's The 8-Week Cholesterol Cure and
Dr. Kenneth H. Cooper's Controlling Cholesterol, have been major
best-sallers this year,

3. Oat bran, which moderately lowers cholestero! levels, is selling so fast
that some manufacturers were working around the clock to meet the
demand.

4, During the recant presidential campaign, doctors released medical
reports with the leading candidates’ cholesterol levels.

Support of the Generalization (TR SuulwTonmlumu)
Specific Detalls
w4 Topic sentence vt losssdlaatumunofifdnsnalwwurruianag
Tieumezdunwldgaauuinin widiiouesdamommum 3T i b louas
wWnnwfgaenlild dadieTonfindra13luaeududn ‘Going to college can be
expensive” Tarmutifaidammnawdilennumuis uietesslidaen mmelud
41 “expensive” wuunazawazhnlmdenin Eatﬂuﬁﬁﬂﬂmarjﬂiuuﬁa:ﬁmniuwﬁﬁﬂ
“expensive RilrunTzduianalndngnanuanlwiwdnudundooaulile
11 Prmuwenia” et 2 fedeflliinfnmdmde Uil wnuesdififon
aimumwﬁ“mrﬁuuﬁiﬂ "mndoulsuminedverniwief dealde bge” Ba17%
phuefinain Winfinsdw uddiaiwhnndoueivie el W nusmswuss
mEFURTNAUSE IR
Going to college can be axpensive. Everyona knows that
tuition and room and board aren't cheap, but there are other
expenses thalt make going to college even more expensive. For
Iinstance, the cost of books and supplles is high. In addition, thens
are all kinds of special fees tacked onto the bill at registration
tima, Students usually have fto pay for parking and even for
adding and dropping courses after registration. The fees never
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wnAnwiinuiudionie ldinTesfivziud e Ui IAussanutaaweintuea:
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Gaing to college can be expensive, Everyona Knows that
tuition, room, and board can cost anywhene from $3,000 to
510,000 par semester, but thera are olher axpensas that make
qaoing to I:'I:IHEQE- aven more expensive. For instance, books
typically cost betwesn $150 and 5400 each term. Supplies, too,
are nof cheap, for as any studant knows, paper, notebooks,
writing utensiis, and the many other supplies needed usually cost
maore at the college bookstore than at a local discount
dapartment slora. For instance, a package of notepaper costing
$1 at a discount store might cost $2 al a college bookstore, In
addition, there are all kinds of special fees racked onto the bill at
registration time. A student might have to pay a $30 insurance
fee, a $15 activity fea, a8 $10 fee to the student government
association, and anywhare from $20 to $100 for parking. if a
student decides to add and drop a course after registration,
there |5 yal another fee. The fees never seem to end.
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Exerclse 2 To ilustrate the difference in the support given in the two
paragraphs about the axpanse of college, make an outline of each paragraph.
On the left side of your paper, write the outline for the first version of the
paragraph; on the right side, write the outline for the revised version. Then
compare the support. For example:

Ineffective Support Effective Support
Tuition and room and board Tuition and room and board can
aren't cheap. cost anywhere from §3,000 to

510,000 a semester,

Exercise 3 Study the following groups of topic sentences and detalls. Circle the latter
of the detall that does not actually support the controlling idea in each toplc sentenca.
1. Smoking cigarettes Is unhealthy.
a. Sludies have indicaled that cigarefte smoking increases the risk
of cancer.
b. Smokers have 8 higher rate of respiralory diseases, such as
amphysema and bronchitis.
c. Studies have also shown that cigarette smokers have a higher
rate of heart attacks.
d. Moreowver, cigaretite smoke stains teath.
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2. Some progress has been made In the last fifty years In the
battle against cancer.
a. in 1937, less than $1,000,000 was used for research support; n
1978, that figure was about 5900,000,000,
b. The death rate caused by uterine cancer, tha principal cause of
cancer death in women about fifty years ago, has been reduced
more than 70 percent,
¢. Cancer is very painful way o die.
d. In 1937, doctors could save fewer than one cancer victim in
five; in 1937, one in three cancer victims still survived after five
years of ireatment
Exercise 4 Locating the toplc sentence (from the paragraph)
As vou read this paragraph about a favorile hobby, identify the writer's topic
sentence by putting it in brackets; [ ]. Then discuss the questions that follow the
paragraph with your classmale or your teacher.

My favorite hobby ks going fishing with my best friend, Tan, on
Salurdays. We wake up at the crack of dawn, as the thick darkness is
turning into daylight. We then drive up to Folsom Lake, which is a very
peaceful place. There we can see the fog floating above the lake
surface, revealing the clear blue water, Once in & while, we cast a
fishing line. As soon as the weight hits water, it makes a splashing
spund, Sometimes we have fo sit there for hours before a fish finally
bites the ball. When | begin to pull it in, the pole stats to bend as
my armms are shaking, but | skl keep on tuming the wheel The
axciting part is feeling my body react like a baby who just got a8 new
toy, while the challenging part is keeping the frout from escaping my
hook. Fighing at Folsom Lake makes me forget about 2chool and all my
distressing problems. Whenever | am out on the lake, | feel no pressure
or demands, and it is very relaxing. When Monday moming classes
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come, the day goes by fast because the memories of my hours fishing
on Folsom Lake are stll fresh in my mind.

Discussion Questions
1. Which sentence (s the writer's topic senienca?

2. Does the loplc sentence help vou, as the reader, to understand the central
paint {or the controfling idea) of the paragraph? Why? Or Why not?

Evidence, Analysis, and Examples
m7idiou The Expository paragraph WBN9INI:ABdlY specific detalls \unT
miumgRAURREAYLEINAnE M Tl EWANT M (evidence) MIaTLAL (analysis)
wAzAI8t9 (example) amkuayulzlon Topic sentence 18
Evidence
Evidence feteniiuiiilu specific details windaRgul (proof) 'H;I-.!ruu
wanlfusznavlunindiou the expository paragraph #18679189  evidence ldur
spacific and description details, examples, facts, figures, and quolations.
iiniEeudszlon topic sentence w1 nTezIREn evidence wiialaunlfluem
o Anfinwrezdasirflafisnumanesddnduddigrad inzidloezifiow
wamarwRnludeda wxdnaiifonu unugETMENET Twirdeilwaannrunizing
usztmenlwdedlmig iwinfnwernesfouuenifiend 4 had a terible day at the
offics today.” WnAnmezuanathalsfaezusasit temvle IRatafmaufian fnuws
Rangaf evidence ARatlfRamnlunTiondaotiadin 2-3 Frathaflournsin terble
pthawtes waziathafmbanuansszdesdinsoadugumu (concrete)lWaunfign
névlaoaplifinaiu evidence fifle Rafhlanldilundngszneusnufia
iﬂﬁmtfui'a:ﬂﬁnumiaﬁ
#® Specific, concrete descriptive words
® Specific examples from your axperience or observation

® Specific facts, data
* Specific quotations
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Exercise 5: Locating the Evidence
Reread the paragraph in exercise 4, this tme undedining the specific avidence
(descriptive words, examples, facts) that the writer uses to develop the central point
and to create In the reader's mind a vivid picture of the hobby. Then answer the
following questions.
1. Doas the paragraph have enough specfic evidence (details, facts,
examples, quotations) lo give the reader a clear picture of tha activity or

hobby?

2. Doaes the writer need o add more specific evidenoa?

Analysis
Analysis  Aan1TdoudA1eEuUnn (explanation) n'ﬂuﬁnﬂﬂﬁmﬁuaﬂaug'lu

Uszltm fopic sentence mTliEm the expository paragraph fiRadld analysis w3a
fatneie wnAnwesdasinilafonrafandgionmnlunwe i dyalaed
gilowladhlaussdaantivsey arrudiouluiios My favarite Hobby TinAnmezdas
vanfugdaulddaiands What is your faverite hobby or activity and why do you enjay
it? ﬁ"m"lm.'nﬂ'nﬁin%nmi:n:i’n'mtiuummmmuﬂﬂuﬁm’mﬁ'ﬁ'mnnur&’mulﬁ'&"ﬂwu
sriulunindon  anaysis !hu{ﬁﬁnn‘nl.'ir.mﬂi'lnu'lﬁ'ii'ii‘mﬂ'rmmqHn"nﬁﬂumu
afianfinddaduwrmiivey ussdwildrimaynathalanba
Exerclse 6: Locating the Analysls

Read agaln the paragraph in the exercise 4. This lime, though, look for the writer's
analysis. Clrcle the phrases or sentences in which the writer explains the evidence—
teiling the reader Why fishing s his favorite leisure-time activity, Remambar that
evidence includes specific, concrete details (words that appeals to five senses),
whereas analysis consists of more general, absiraclt ideas (in this case, ideas about
what makes fishing enjoyable for the writer). Try to identify the abstract ideas thal
make up the writer's analysis, even though these absiract ideas may be accompaniad
by specific detalls,
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Examples

Examples Aemaidinuwundiethaummamamaniunldmiusyunufisdiny
wrarufisundeniuillmursoesld evidence Tilalugld wland1Bnioniaife
‘Example’ s a specific representative of a general cat&gw.ﬁ'umq 1w B LnI1BY
mwewafminia Miun “Keaw’ wisdredraweninfivmuiia Téur =nmey dweu

anudAguesmildnie i lwemidsuifo dratidn e ufia gy
wiormuduwwinrruweskefindnielnnudaweasiudafionnndu fadunndou
Tanrmal¥isdinlznawmilud nﬁhﬂnmmminuuﬁ‘uqumwin Ga

Exercise T: Locating the Examples
Complete the following sentences, drawing on personal experience and
obzervations. The first one is done for you.
1. An example of a famous rock-and-rofl singer is _Elvis Prasiay.
. An example of a dangarous drug |s

2

3. An example of a difficult course is

4, Alber Einstein is an example of alan)
5. Driving while under the infiuence of alcohol is an example of

madowlidrednalalddine g_iﬂtﬂuﬁ*u awdaafirnin dnfnsmuatn
drudrethafihulzlonda 918 lumadoudadaia giu dnfnwasdnilsflany
wafussnratnianlise madouldmethafiveoinlifienladlidindnls
arufnasfifonanin uaznaldiethefuniinlfewdldgandensianla
wnsdmiumanSouiethese afidafesirfeflad osmaosddumun i figun
#a0tha ( order of Imporance) lidodwAmmunmdsusimnTiiusuiug uasd
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shﬁ'm'a'miuﬁuﬁﬁm‘ﬁaLi’l-:ﬁml-lmtiuuimﬂmwi'mm (specific example) \mue ath
Wwdmatefidrmmanonivewinly Wisdemueanntiow
Generalization: The cost of living has been rising lately.
Example Support:
The avarage one-badroom apartmant goes for Bt 5,000 a month.
wetatrlonifeamneiinhannduly Wldussaddamnnueei
fnroafndnnddssudss i lufemale (flelileTundiDuiodafidaandu o
\RuTani1ul#Endsil The average one-bedroom apartment goes for Bt 5,000 &
month, whereas only two years ago H went for Bt 2,000 .
dleferroindsslonlu generalization TradufiudiinAnsfimurmfia
ietrdlurwdouldin 4.5 FMotafider mafoufveiediadeauemdsily
wefleztelidamdnnwlddaow Enduminuszlon generalization Srumanunina
wing wnAnwnandiowlislondedamai gfsedreiy uqum‘uﬂi’i adfgld #1
faL
The cost of living has bean rsing lately.
1. The average one-bedroom apartment goes for Bt 5,000 a month,
whereas only two years ago it went for Bt 2,000 .
2. The cos! of regular gasoline has increased from Bt18 a litre to’ Bt 30.15
Im only six months. T
3. When | first came to this town three years ago, it cost Bhi to use the
public fedlephone, but now It costs Bt 3.
4. In addition, my water bill has increased Bt 20 in three months, even
thowgh my water consumption has not gone up. -
5. Finally, my cable television bill has jumped l.l:ll another Bt 300 per
manih for basic service.
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A model paragraph 1o show the concrete examples:
Tople: Tornadoss
Toplc sentence: Tormadoes can be devastating.

Tomadoes can be devastating. Take, for example, the lomado
that hit Wichita Falls, Texas, in 1878, This tomado destroyed an
aentire block of homes and damaged many other houses and
places of business. In addition, the tomado caused the death of
over twanty people. More recently, in 1982, at least bwenty-five
tomadoes hit Arkansas, Texas, Mississippl, and Florida, killing 26
paople, injuring over 300, and causing more than 550 million in
property damage. In 1884, the fown of Bameveld, Wisconsin, was
levalad by a tornado that killed T and injured about 200. Even
though not all 'omadoes cause such massive devasiation, I they
louch down in populaled areas, you can expect considerable
damage®*

*{Information from "The Winter That Refused io Die,” Time, 18 April 1982, p. 24)
Exercise § '

For each of the following toplc sentences, circle the controlling idea
igenaralization) and then write out two examplas that support that idea. Be sure that
the eaxamples are adequataly axplained. For the sacond example use a specific
incidant, The first one is donae for you,

1. Mr, Morales | displays kindness) whamwver hiy goas.

8, an he s on the bus, he taltks i
stones thal invariably make them smile.

b. Lastwesk when he heard that his neighbor was sick, he made some soup and
dalivars wil, of
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2. There are several things you can do to reduce poliution.
a.
b.
3, Some things definitely need to ba changed al this university.

a.
k.
4. | have leamed a ot about in the last year.

5. There are some mean people in my nelghborhood,
a.
b.

Exercisa. 3 The devastation from such nalural disasters as floods, tomadoes,

hurricanes, hailstorms, or droughts is awesome. Write a paragraph giving examples of
the devastation caused by a nafural disaster.

LI 497 141





