Unit 8
The Descriptive Paragraph

The Descriptive Paragraph
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by apariment is located in one of the new high-rise
buildings one city block from Lake Michigan in Southside
Chicago. It consists of a lving room, bedroom, kitchen, and
bathroom. The living mom is fifteen feet in length and
elghteen feet In width. The outside wall holds four floors -to =
cailing windows, The bedroom is only slightly smaller in
dimension. The kiichen has both stove and refrigerator. The
bathroom has a file shower, The living room and hall areas
have wall-io-wall carpeting.
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Dur backyard is dominated by a huge old live ocak frea.
The base of the trunk measures approximately ben feet
ground. The thick muscular trunk rises solidly for about eight
feat and then separates inlo four main branches. From
thasa, the loweas hl;ﬂl'bl:ﬂ'llErl- spread oul horizontally owver thea
ground, reaching inio the neighbars' yards., The main
branches continue to rse, up-to-up, whara thay compete with
each other for air and sunlight. From these heights, the
neighborhood cardinals and blue jays sing to each other,
keeping a sharp eye out for cats. As the birds sway in the
wind, they look as if they are riding a ship across a gently
swalling ocean. From thasa heights, too, it is easy to sea the
variety of shrubs and sweet-smelling flowers lining the bwo
long sides of our rectangular yard, the small walkway along
the back of the house, and the back fence thal runs along
the alley,
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Maria is very fascinating. Or Maria fascinated Bill. \fluffluBndnwnicysiMaria
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Description of a Parson
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Marie has long black hair that falls down to her shoulders and
surrounds her diamond-shaped face, which is usually suntanned. She
has dark brown eyebrows over her blue eyes, which are rather large.
Her nose is straight, and on the left side of the bottom of her nose, by
her nostril, is a small mole. She has a small mouth with lips that are
usually covered with light pink lipstick. Her teeth are straight and
whiite.
Questions: 1. Is this paragraph coharent?
2. Do you get a good plcture of Mare In your mind's eye?
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Marie is as beautiful as any Holhwood star. Her thick, wawy,
long, black hair gracefully falls down to her shoulders and surrounds
har exquisite, diamond-shaped face. A golden suntan usually
highlights her smooth clear complexion. Her slightly arched chastnut
brown eyebrows draw attention to her deep blue eyes, which reminds
me of a lake on a stormy day. Her eyas are large, but not too large,
with thick eyalashas, Her nose is straight and too neither lang nor too
ghort. A small black mole on the |eft side of her mouth adds to her
beauty, And her mouth! & is a small mouth that looks delicate and
faminine. Her lips are rather thin, but not too thin: her light pink
lipstick adds another fowuch of feminine beauty. When she smiles, which is
oftan, hm; wall-formead and evan, white teath brighten up her whola
face. Thera is nothing but extracrdinary beauty In the face of Maria,
Answer these questions:
1. What Iz a controlling idea or the author's commant?

2. Underline the changes the author has made in this version.
3. Outline the above paragraph on a separate sheet of paper. { Write the main
idea, supporting sentences and the conclusion)

Description of a (speclal) Place
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Type of Space Order
Top «+  bottomn left L 4 right
Far =+ close inside outside

Foraground <+ background clockwise <+  countered clockwise
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My dormitory room is on the second fioor of Chotiga Housa, It is

a smali rectangular noom with a white cefling and green walls, As you

enter the room, straight ahead, you will see two large windows with

gold curtains. My bed, which is covered with a red and gold
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bedspread, Is under the windows. On your left against the wall, thare
is & large bookcase filled with books. Close to the door, a desk and a
chalr sit next fo the bookcase, with @ small woven wastepaper basket
undamaath the dask. There are several posters on this wall. The one
that |s ower the bookcase shows an interesting scene from our
province. The one that is over the desk is of my favorite singer. To
your right, built fnto the wall opposite the bookcase and desk, s &
closet with sliding doors. Baehind you on your right and somewhat
behind the door is a dresser with @ mimor over it
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My dormitory room, on the second floor of Chotige Housa, is small
and crowded. The dark green walls and dirty while ceiling make the
room seem dark, and thus even smaller than it is, As you walk into the
room, you are siopped short by my bed, which fills half the room. The
two large windows over the bed are hidden by heavy derk gold drapes,
Against the wall on your lefi, pushed inlo a comer behind the head of
the bed, is a large bookcase that is crammed with pepers, books, and
knick-knacks, Wedged in between the bookcase and the wall opposite
the bed is a small gray metal desk. It has a brown wooden chair that
seams to fill the left and of the room, Stuffed under the desk is 8 woven
wastepaper baskel overflowing with paper and debris. The wall above
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the bookcase and the desk is completely taken wp with bwo small
posters. On the right-hand side of the room i& a narrow closal with
clothes, shoes, hals, tennis racqueis, and boxes bulging ouwt of iis
sliding doors, Every time | walk out of the door, | think, “Now | know
what it is like to ve in the closet”

M uwgn'lm]ﬂimmua néeIngawInai i lddaew wiiend uamufl
e dnAnsenfuimaRuarufaddyRe small and crowded adllwiazTun
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Practice exercises

Exerclse 1 Reread the preceding paragraph again and underine the changes from
the earlier version. These changes reinforce the controlling idea and give a clear idea
of what you think about your little reom.

Exercise2 Rewrite the preceding paragraph, using "comfortable™ as the controfling
idea in the topic sentence. Change the description to show that the room is
comforiable, Feel free to add or delete details as necessary.

Guidelines on Descriptive Writing
1. lummrussdswursmoemuila g Wldanufinddyy (controling idea) fivitw
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Behind the chair is a guitar. Under the desk is a8 basket.

On tlop of the refrigerator (s a ploture of our family.

The desk is adjacent to the bookcase,

iAol 1dud
on the second fioor, siraight ahead,
Under the windows, on your left {right) above the bookcase, elc.
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W78879 5.1 Using a directly statement of the controliing Idea

When | became seven years old, my father made for my birthday a
small playhousa that is now tha most memorabla place of my childhood
in Korea. My father worked hard to build the house for three days, and |
helped him as an assistant by looking for tools or holding a board while
he drove a nall into It After we finished putting the playhouse together,
we painted the outside blue and made a little while door with a tiny bell
hanging on it for visilors, Also, we covered its floor with green, soft
carpel and opened two windows on each side of the walls, | love to
look through the windows to the outside world. Finally, | moved into the
playhouse all of my favorite things, such as skelchbooks, color pens,
comic books, and a bear doil. At that fime, | really thought that nobody
could get in my playhouse, so | felt very comfortable and secure when |
was inside its shelter. When | felt sad or lonely, my playhouse was
there, so | ran into . Now | cannot have my playhouse anymore
becausa of my age, but | keep the memories of my old playhouse in my
heart.

Discusslon questions

1.

L1 497

In which sentence in the paragraph does the writer announce the subject

( the special place) o ba described?
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2. In which sentence does the writer explain why this place is special & him?

3. What is the controlling idea the writer is making about the playhouse?

4, What details in the paragraph help convey the controlling idea?

#2017 5.2 Suggesting the controlling ldea

126

As a child growing up In China, | llved on farm with my grandmother
during the first seven years of my life. The main entrance to her two-story
brick house was just one and a halfl blocks away from tha rice flelds;
therefore, the adults and the children usually gathered around the front
lounge eating meals, telling stordes, and resting from work. The large
apple tree, famous for its cool shade during the lomg hot summer, stood
just a few feal away from the front of the house. Litlle kids like myself
always sat under the shade of the free while playing slones and cards.
We loved fo climb the apple free fo see if there were any apples to pick
or birds’ eggs to take home. A very attractive part of my grandmother's
house was the opaen cailing in the middle of the living reom, which had a
bulit-in pool just beneath (L Although the pool was used lo save waler for
washing clothes, | liked fo jump in it and pour water all over mysalf.
Living on the farm allowed me to realize that the most precious and
valuable things about living are to enjoy life and appreciate a happy
family. Even though picking flowers, climbing trees, and rurmi.ng around
rice field may seem silly and awkward to some people, | feel that these
weara soma of the best experience | had 1o heip identify mysalf.
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Discussion questions
1. In which sentence does the writer announce the subject of the
peragraph?

2. Whal is the controlling idea (ceniral point) the writer is making about
this subject?

3. In whal ways do the specific delails help convey the controlling
idea?

4. In which sentences does the writer direcily explain why this place is
special?
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