
Unit' 7 

The Narrative Paragraph 
I 

The Narrative Paragraphs: A Personal Experience 

Reading I 

A Short Journey 

Yesterday I went to my hometown by bus. It was a pleasant trip. I was 

traveling for my own enjoyment. I woke up early, and went to the bus station 

at 9.'30. The bus was late. It arrived about 10.00, and we left. We traveled 

through the beautiful countryside. The sun was shining brightly at first. After a 

while, dark clouds appeared in the sky. By the time we arrived at by 

hometown, it was raining heavily. I had gone out without a raincoat or an 

umbrella. Fortunately, an old friend of mine was waiting at the station. I 

went to my parents' home in my friend's car. I stayed all day talking and 

having lunch together with my family and my friend for a long time. A-i 

5.00 1 returned to the city. This time I traveled on an express train. It left on 

time. l arrived in the city on schedule. The day had passed pleasantly and 

eventually. Next weekend, I am going there again. 

What is the author's emotion or opinion about his or her experience? 



.I..- 
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uuuuif idoui~~6inu (moment by moment) ~ i n ~ ~ ~ s u m u i . r n ~ ~ s u ~ c i i ~ ~ q n i ' ~ 1 ~ " I 6  
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Reading 2 

... . When I stepped out of the apartment building, a tall man 

suddenly blocked my way and tried to grab the money, saying with a 

rough voice, "Give me the money, or you're dead!" By instinct or reflex, I 

stepped back, but then I felt someone grabbing me from behind around 

my neck and putting a gun to my head. I was trapped. The first guy 

threatened me again and kept demanding the money. However, I couldn't 

talk because his partner was squeezing my throat. From the corner of my 

, eye I could also see the muzzle of the gun just one inch from my head. I 

was petrified. I knew that they could easily kill me. 

Of course, they took the money--about fifty-five dollars. Before 

they left, however, they pushed me down on the pavement and kicked me 

hard several times. Somehow, I made it back to my car and drove away. 

I 

1. Is this excerpt convincing? Why or why not? 

2. The main idea of this excerpt may be 

Reading 3 

The Fugitive 

About two years ago I had an embarrassing incident when my family 

and I went out to a Korean barbecue restaurant. The food and service Were 



excellent, and we had a great time. While we were relaxing after dinner, my 

mom got change for the tip. Then we paid our bill and left 

Our way to our car, we talked about how good the restaurant was, and 

how we should come back here again. When I got to into the car, I made 

my seat belt loose so that I could sit comfortably. I started to drive away 

when the headwaiter approached the car and asked, "Was anything wrong 

with our service?" "No, no!" I told him. "Everything was terrific! Why do you 

ask?" 'You didn't leave any tip," he explained. I paused for a second and 

then looked at my mom and asked, "Mom, did you leave the tip?" With a 

puzzled look on her face she said, "I think I did. No, may be I didn't. I don't 

know!." Then I said to her, 'Check your pocket. Maybe you didn't leave it on 

the table." When she reached into her pocket, she found the tip. "Oh, I'm 

sorry," she said with an embarrassed look on her face. I was ashamed, too, 

because I felt like a fugitive. Immediately, I apologized to the headwaiter 

and handed him the tip. Now we always double-check to make sure that we 

leave a tip for the waiters. 

What is the author's emotion or opinion about her experience? 
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a d' 
1. niudI$ preposition + time n~uworuwsiwhu prepositions ~'IJ q L$U 

By + time : By 1'0 o'clock, ... 
After + time: After 11 o'clock, ... or After an hour later, .. . 
Before + time: Before noon, ... 
During + noun: During the morning, ... 

2. One-word expressions of sequence Ai~wn$u& udni u<aot~uu LB uw$w6w 

d~t lumiodwh ~~~ni~ru'd~fimriow-MB u ~ t ~ $ ~ n % ~ H u i  u comma nLu d l  

bm$Jfihfi First. Next, Second. Then. Lad. LLRt Finally 

w o n o i n ~ i i ~ ~ ~ n I L I o n ~ a ~ ~ i ~ ~ n t u o n ~ i G u G ~ n S j i a ~ ~ ~ a  ~ n + o d d o f n < ~ t n ~ ~ n ~ d d f i n ? s  

1 1 . i u i ~ $ d ? u ~ w n i ~ ~ 6 i ~ ~ ? n i ~ r u ' ~ o  adverbial olauses of time LWnr clauses L6ARdL?RiUId 
rd w 
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aQ~muisnuon~~qni~mn'uauu'~  ~ ~ o u i d a ~ a d a u u o n l ~ ~ d i w n ~ i u i i ~  WEIJ L M ? ~ I ~ &  

s i i ~ C w ~ ~ d ~ f i a ~ ~ n a ~ ~ i  u3Cw1C &@aQid 
r d d n  

1. While, As. During + the time. + L M ? ~ I ~ ~ ~ ' ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ L M ? ~ I ~ ~ M W J Y I L ~ ~ ~ M L ~ R I L ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ' W  

- While my brothers were setting up the tent, I held the flashlight. 

- During the time that we remained in the tent, I was very frightened. 

- As the ranger was issuing us our permit. He warned us of the bears. 

2. Before, After ~ o d i ~ ~ o n d i ~ u ~ ~ ~ n i s n ~ r i o u ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ a w n ' u ~ i ~ ~ ~ a f i u o n d i ~ u ~ d u  

First. Then, M%'I First, after that, ldw 

- Before the parade begins, the people stroll in the street. 

- After we had put on our hiking boots, we set off down the trail. 

3. Until, till, up to the time that. ~ o d i d u o n L ~ ~ n i ~ n i i i d ~ i i ~ < ~ f i a $ w o d i ~ i o ~ d o ~ ~ d  

a w 8 ~ ~ ~ 6 w ~  ~du, 

- I stayed in my tent until it was light outside. (Then I left outside.) 

- "You vnnot go outside until you finish your spinach," the mother told the child. 
rd P cY 

4. As soon as, the moment that, when, once. ~ a d i ~ u a n ~ ~ ~ n i s r u ' w o ~ ~ ~ ? n i ~ m n b n a ~ w  
d a i i ~ t i o ~ d o ~  lmam~~nisnirrddouw ~oddnrnqni~&dd~fiamiuuin'un" ~ $ u  

- She turns on the television set the moment that she gets home. 

- Once I arrived in Hong Kong, I went to visit my old friend. 
cY 

5. Since, ever since, from the moment (time) that ~ o ~ i f i d i ~ i ~ ~ ? n i ~ n ~ ~ i t ~ i i ~ f i m ' u w u i  

:dun' 14 01" t$u 



- Ever since, I .was a child, I have had the tendency to get angry easily. 

- From the moment that I saw him, I have been in love with him 

Practice Exercises 

Exercise 1. Identify the sentence in each pair that describes action more clearly 

or gives better details. Circle the letter of your answer. Then, working with your 

classmates, identify the words in each'answer that make the sentence clearer and 

better detailed. 

Stuck in the Mud 

On the way from the Grand Canyon to Phoenix, Arizona, two years 

ago, my husband and I had a wonderful experience when we got stuck in 

the mud. This may sound strange, but let me tell you my story. We 

decided to take a shortcut on a dirt road. We saw some black clouds 

forming ahead, but we did not think much about them. We didn't realize 

that we were heading for trouble 

1. A. Within ten minutes, it started to rain hard, with wild winds. 

B. Soon the weather turned very bad, and there was rain. 

2. A. Huge amounts of dirty water turned the road into a river, and we got stuck 

in the soft mud. 

B. Lots of water came down, there was water everywhere, and we could not 

drive any further. 

3. A. We struggled to get out for a long time, but nothing happened no matter 

what we did. 

B. We struggled to get out for six hours with no success, and nobody passed 

4. A. When it started to get dark, we became desperate and soon afterwards lost 

hope. 

8. When it started to get dark, we felt very bad, and later we felt even worse. 

5. A. Then we saw evidence of people somewhere in the distance. 

B. Then we saw some smoke coming from the other side of the hill. 



6. A. With nqw hope, we climbed up over the muddy hill and met a young 

couple. 

B. Feeling better, we went to look for the people and met a young couple. 

7. A. Luckily, they had four-wheel drive car, and they pulled our car out of the 

mud. 

B. Luckily they had the necessary equipment, and they did us a big favor and 

helped us. 

8. A. After that, they were very kind and offered to help us in any way they could. 

B. After that, they offered to accompany us until we reached the paved road. 

9. A. We had several more problems along the way, but each time we needed 

assistance, they helped us. 

8. We got stuck again many times along the way, but each time they pulled us 

out. 

10. A I was happy when our terrible experience was finally over. 

B. I was happy when I finally saw the lights of civilization. 

Thanks to the kindness of this couple, our vacation ended happily. Since then, 

we have corresponded with them and developed a wonderful friendship. 

Exerclse 2. Put the sentences in the following narration in order. Underline the 

information in each sentence that helps you identify its order. 

My first and Last Camplng Trlp 

I had a frightening experience on a camping trip in Armenia a year ago. 

My family wanted to go camping. I was afraid of the idea of sleeping outdoors in a 

tent in the mountains, but I made up mind to go anyway. 

When I looked through the keyhole, I saw a big brown bear near the rest 

rooms, where the trash cans were. 

B.- When I got to the rest room, I heard sounds coming from the woods. 

C. 1 When we got to the campsite, the ranger told us to be careful of the 

bears that come out of the woods at night. 



D.- I had a great time, until the third night. 

Em- I remembered what the ranger said about the bears coming out only in 

he nighttime, so I decided to spend the rest of the night in the restroom. 

F.- My heart was racing, and I prayed that the door was strong. 

Gap I never want to go camping again. 

H .- It was about 3.00 A.M., and I had to go to the rest room, which was on 

the top of the gill, approximately thirty yards away from our tents. 

I . -  This warning frightened me, but several day passed, and all was fine. 

J .- The bear came closer to the rest room and started sniffing around it. 

Answer 

The correct order of the paragraph is 

----- 

Exercise 3. Rewrite the following eight sentences in their correct order to make 

a story. 

1. As soon as Mr. Jones realized what was happening, he turned round 

and chose the man. 

2. He took the man to the nearest policemen and told them what had 

happened. 

3. When he was passing a radio shop, he saw a man running out with a 

portable radio. 

4. Mr. Jones went shopping one Saturday mornirlg. 

5. In a few .minutes, a police car arrived, and the thief was taken to the 

@lice station. 

6. 'The shopkeeper was shouting, 'Stop, thief! Stop, thief!" but everyone 

was too astonished to do anything. 

7. He ran as quickly as he could until he managed to catch the thief. 

8. Mr. Jones and the shopkeeper were asked to go along as witnesses. 



Exerclse 4 Write about your own experience from the following topics, using the 

writing process said in the unit 3. 

Topics and ideas for Writing 

1. An embarrassing sltuation in a new culture 

This could be a culture misunderstanding or language problem. 

2. An embarrassing experience of any klnd 

3. A frlghtening or terrifying situation 

Think back to childhood for an example of frightening situation. Even though the 

childhood situation may not seem frightening to you any longer, try to put yourself 

back in time to remember the fear you felt then, and recreate this feeling in your 

composition 

4. A situation in whlch you felt proud of yourself 

Think of your pride in the positive sense. Ask yourself whether you accomplished a 

personal goal, whether you won the contest, or whether you performed in a play or 

music recital. 

5. A frustrating situatlon - For example: a bad day at home, at school, in traffic, 

shopping, and so forth. 

To begin the writing process 
Z 2 u . a  d 

Step 1: Preparing to wrlte ?IUGIaULL3nU ~?l~ln~ior60JL$On Topic oinn 

fii~ucluil~5i' lt iud n i~~~ loz lon<~r~a lnh  u a l ~ i l j d ~ i u l i u u t ~ i ~ ~ i f  

Please identify a personal experience that 

1. occurred in a short period of time in the past 

2. you have a strong emotion or opinion about 

3. you can describe in moment-to moment detailed action 



~:alsi<?Gauhn?s3rmun?iuGm (brainstorming) Ill3"IsReL~eR ~ ~ R I ~ ~ ) ? R ~ R ~  
arr YI 
?aa~diniufis Who? When? Where? What? Why? aRe How? ~ d b  o inha~ The 

Fugitive AI~I~AL~~U.I~T~J;~I 
Who was involved in the situation? (my family and I) 

When and where did it take place? (In the restaurant 2 years ago) 

What happened? ( after dinner, Mom for got to leave the tip) 

And How did you feel about it? Why? (felt very embarrassed because I felt like 

a fugitive) 
Y Y U  P d i n i u ~ r d 1 u o e d ~ u ~ 1 l u n ~ 1 n u i ~ ~ u ' a ~ 1 ~ ~ n ~ ~ i u ~ e ~ 8 ~ ~ u c ~ ~ 1 l ~ n i s f l n ' o i n d i s 0 u ~ o m ~ i  

Y U  d 
Isi ~~dr i l luns~Amis iu~e~~um ~5aGm~nqnism7riaon uaauztiibun~nuid?nu~n"u 

~ d a u ~ l u n $ u h u u ~ n u d ~ u u n ~ i u $ n  n~iui inGn4~n"uu~e~u ~5ao rd~nu1n"u~ i~$  

r I a ~ R l u i i i l n s d i ~ ~ ? n i s 6 a : l s I R ' l i i ~  ari?3?us?un-~iu?imcii~ 9 $ u I i ~ d a u i d i ~  

~~?nisniriald 
L: Y U  d 

Step 2: Planning and OrganWng ~ u u u n o u ~ ~ u n ~ n u i h d i a a u ~ l " s o  
d i d ~ n ~ ~ ~ r i a i n ~ ~ o u ~ u i ~ ~ u u i l ~ n i i ? q  (making a rough outline) ~ R U ~ I ~ I L ~ U ~ R J ~ ~  

d u  w u Y  r~wulns~i7~nomlnm~u 

OUTLINE 

Main idea 

Event 

Your comment 

The body 

Background 

Information 

Action1 details 



Conclusion 

' A d  
Step 3 Wrltlng the flnt draft ~ ~ ~ i k n n u u ~ ~ u ~ n 3 ~ i i ~ u i ~ ~ u u ~ f l u d o ~ ~ d i  

"kil 
U Y  d 

Step 4 Revlslng ~u~uaou~mun~naias~o~iu~~uuii~iiu"~i2iud~~;n~i~~ 

m5ola.I o:diu ~ d i u u 6 a i ? ~ n i 3 ~ 6 u ~ ~ ~ n i 3 6  *~SDO~RIR h u l n 6 ~ l d  
t: 

Step 5 Pmofreadlng and Edltlng ~ u Y ~ ~ D ~ ~ D ~ I ~ ~ ~ Q ~ o u ~ I ~ ~ : : ~ ~ A I  

u&l7oinr& ~non7iu;ncio~d3:~unsii~ qii~flud.rdrm~u;s6m%lJ 
d  a . r?o~ou i i~n i iuud3~~0nf la~u~3~~  run-on sentence , fragment sentence 

r?ub~nir~!uu~iuuiui j@dn~o~~ 

Step 6 Wrltlng the final draft ~ d o l 6 a i ~ n o n i u u n * ~ ~ n d ~ ~ n o 1 j i ~ m u a ~ ~ ~ 7  (J 
A d  E d  ~ ~ i i o d e u n o ~ n n m ~ n u ~  H'norl33uGi5li I a u ~ a ~ d u u u l ~ ; n $ o ~ ~ i u m K n n i . ~  

t d  ~ i u u w i n n n ~  ~ io~~ iau~7 '1~ 'anon iu i inn f~ lw  o ' zv i~ l r i t ~ i~~~  J ~ + O Y  nwio J I ~  q 

uRiitrliri~n;ciold 
t: r a  A' 

Step 7 Following up and Evaluatlng Progress runouu~nauuniunkd 
a d U  %~nwl6~u~ iu~!uuo in (~nu~~~7  ~ ~ r l i ~ i u ~ ~ u ~ d d n i . r ~ ~ n * ~ ~ ~ o ~ ~ ~ ~ a u o ~ ~ u : :  

ain(~ousid~t~fiuw~au~o~iidn~iumui.rnl~ni~~iu~n~~~~fluotii~l~fii~ 

%lnfiu"hun wfoto(  ~ ~ X ~ ~ ~ " ~ ~ ' ~ H ' ~ ~ ~ D J H ~ D ~ I ~ ~ I L F ] ~ K O J ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ U L ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ J ~ ~  

~nwmnaiu$uhu$u~'IK~u'i'Zon'un" 
P Y P Y  CY ~n~Qan7r luw Narmtlon t a k i . a % ! ~ k d ~ ~ n a d ~  

I. n7.r~~on~!swdo~dau~o~~u'1ouin~~m dn~d~!au~ridi~iru$o~~fludn~d~u~$u Ji 

$7 ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~ L l d E l d l ~ ~ 6 1  l ~ ~ t ~ l 0 0 ~ ~ ~ 0 ~ ~ 0 ~ d 0 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ d d 3 t R ~ n l 3 n f 0 ~ l ~ ~ l n ' 0 ~ ~  

uiriou ninu~i~ i ludo~arrut i l~d~nul~"~~ ~jo~~ij~1~u1u~?ad.r:di?'u usiu'ninwath~ 

~ ~ ~ ~ L ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ H ' ~ ~ I M ' I ~ u R : ~ ~ J ~ ~ " R ~ ~ ~ L I ~ o ~ ~ o ~ ~ D  ~. i i i ' IH '~diu~u'1~undiu 

Ao~uoc~nIrlZg rin8n~i6n~~niinin61u~a~iio~diuIJ'i~ l in inw o ~ i n d i ~ d o ~ l u u u u  

lmuindg u t h i ~  lbeu~di doalu~~uu$u 
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2. T ~ ~ W R J ~ D L ~ L I U  n~s~1~iul0~joqia~ul ir iou~nn5"~i ida~dr:~8uu~i im~unl~u d 
l n s ~ d u ? ~ l o ~ l u 6 o ~ ~ i ~  d ~ n u m t ~ ~ o a s  ~ i n ~ ~ u n i s ~ i i 6 o ~ . u o d $ u  ~ L ? J L I ~ ~  

a -  d dcr d d  n?iuRmu~:'Runmnu~sadn~wuuodi~~~ u ~ : o u i n ~ r i ~ i i u d d ~ n ^ r ~ i m o u ~ u o ~ 6 a n o ~ n  
Z r Y d  d  kuadi~lmh n~u~wanr :~~d6mn 'u~ i~ i~wn '~ f  a2ddf:~undmfdn'un?iu6odnis 

d  
3. w e i u i ~ ~ ~ u u ~ r i i ~ ~ ~ n 1 s ~ ~ ~ ~ i 6 ~ l ~ d o ~ n ' u ' I u ~ : ~ : ~ ~ n i n w a ~ ~ u i :  n~i~Fiaadi~i iuunu 

R: L S U R L ~ U  t ~ ~ n ~ i u d i ~ ~  ~ w n : ~ i ~ ~ I i ~ i u ~ d a I ~  C ~ ~ ~ W ~ ~ O ~ L ~ ~ W ~ I L Q U ~ ~ J ' I S  
nmi? ~ w n : ~ i i d u u I r i i o u i n ~ i u I ~ ~  da~maurulmu~?~~ntbn'u 

d 
4. rit.rtu'ns:idnisdau tense I b a m n u n i  u ~ u l ~ ~ ~ s o ~ ~ d - ~ r d u ~ n ' u  

ed cr ds:uunis&:l% past tense I L ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ J S : ~ J I U U I ~ L H ? ~ I ~ ~ ~ L ~ ~ U W I ~ ~ J  nin~ilun?iur?~ 

airsioJl% present tense tenses du q ~ ?  u 4 ~ 1 ~ 7 ~  a d i l ~ ( d i u ~ u  ~u' Iu~~?nisnid L ~ I  

iiarls~Amriau~A~yll~~n'u~~d 

5. wnuiu~ ' lon l%di l r in~ in~a iu  odi8~o~a6d1 q~R'u?n'uniui~iu ~tlu nisuoniidi 
d d ~ u n u i r i ? u t L i l u l ~  fi"l~m~l%f!iii said h 7 n?s~?Iuddl%di ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ n ? i ~ ~ u i e m i u  

d  R'nudsdunntm Ldu replied. announced, cried, stated, told, asked or exclaimed 

~Uuciw uanrin~n~s~~an~i~lrin-nu~nni~ds:w~n~jlw'~IX ~ d o l ~ ~ i i u l ( i ~ l l i ~ u ~ i u  

~~~nisrfl6siin?niil$ii~u l f iu  ~ 3 o  l2ifsrr6~swu~oc 


