
Unit 6 

Focusing on Contents and Organization 

Distinguishing General and Specific Ideas 

In order to organize your ideas effectively in a paragraph, you need to know 

which ideas are general and which ideas are specific. In this part, you will practice 

identifying general and specific ideas. 

Practice Exercises 

Exercise 1. Each list contains one general idea and specific supporting details. 

Circle the general idea in each list. 

Example: carrot string beans corn 

1. bananas peaches fruit watermelons apples 

2. marriage children good job goals college degree 

3. Honda Ford makes of cars Mercedes Pontiac 

4. fresh air advantages of camping beautiful scenery away from crowds 

5. crime smog crowds disadvantages of cities the high cost of living 

Exercise 2. The following lists consist of specific details. For each list, write a 

general idea. 

Examples: A. subject in science B. reasons for disliking a job 

chemistry low pay 

biology no medical benefits 

anatomy hard physical labor 

geolog~ unfriendly coworkers 

1. 2. 

pork a T-bone steak 

beef pork chops 

chicken prime rib 

lamb lamb chops 



3. 4. 

lung cancer reading action stories 

emphysema playing soccer 

bronchitis going to movies 

heart disease drawing cartoons 

Exerclse 3. 
I 

Rank the Ideas In each llst from the most general (1) to the most speclflc (4). 

Follow the example. 

Example 

4 a high-speed head - on collision 

2 a car crash 

3 a head-on crash 

1 an accident 

1. - a truck 3. - David teaches biology. 

- a red Toyota pickup - David teaches science. 

- a Toyota pickup - David teaches Microbiology 

- a vehicle ' - David teaches microbiology. 

2. - a bird in a cage 4. - a teenage girl kith dark 

- an Amazon parrot in a glasses 

wrought iron cage - a female 

- a parrot in a cage - an adolescent girl 

- a pet - a human being 

5. - Flora spends a lot of time in nature. 

- Flora backpacks Into the Pu Kradueng during school vacations. 

Flora goes to the mountains whenever she can, 

Flora camps in the mountains during school vacations. 
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wuu~iiu'n~nuio:6a~~~uuwimn~dH'~u'a "Hobbies" 

I ~3i~?u~l?u'a6ocr~ui idn~iu~uit ldn7' i~uin ua:u"n~n~in~~rimui~no: 
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Why Collecting Stamps Is a Great Hobby. 

The Benefits of My Favorite Hobby: Collecting Phone Cards 

How I Got Started in Flower Arranging. 

Fact Statements .and Opinion Statements 

Fact statements f ia~an~iu~muimGpu"l i  d ~ k j i u  n?du'ad~#ii%an-~iu 

$ufim~ia~n rn.rfi~~)6oian1:riiI~~~iu3^a~du m.r% ni~i?a~nm nis& dusiw idu 
Y  A 

The moon is square. (The reader can look at the moon) domiuu Luafiv6 

YA 
Americans eat potatoes. (The reader can look at Americans.) ~ 'O~~IUULUO 

~Ouo^s~ (true) 

Opinion statements reflect the thoughts of the writer and cannot be proved 

directly by physical means, for example 

Bangkok is a beautiful country. ("Beautiful" cannot be measured.) 

Money is more important than love. ("More important" cannot be measured.) 

Fact statements and Opinion statements ~ilu~~~di~llu~~~~~d.rt~s'~~u'uin~u~iu 
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Practice: For each of the foilowlng Items, Indicate whether it is a fact statement 

or an opinion statement. If you are not sure, write a question mark. Then dlscuss It 

with your Instructor or your frlends. 

1. Fifteen people died in the accident. 

2. English is an easy language to learn. 

3. Democracy is the best form of government. 

4. Knowing English is important. 

5. Thai dancing is quite exciting. 

6. Thailand belongs to ASEAN. 

7. Without money, we can do nothing. 

8. Everyone must believe in a religion. 

9. John F. Kennedy was a president of the United States. 

10. Leisure time is necessary for everyone. 

Topics and Comments 

Topic: Mulu6J The subject the writer is presenting. 

Comments or Controlling ideas HUIU~J The writer's intent for the topic; 

for example, personal feeling, opinion, belief, or other 

intent that will be developed with specific support. 

Topic + comment is a topic sentence or a main idea. 

The topic sentence or main idea ~ o d r : ~ u n d ~ ~ w : J i ~ ~ u ' a ~ ~ ~ : n ~ i u ~ m h n ' ~ ~ a ~  
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topic sentence I~GIulpnqi u~$~owiruwz~:~I$.a 'a~~un~ld~aui i  ~mozf isu iss~~~qnimt  
ua d ~~IHUIRUL& h & n A  d i m  l o  n io t l i qn~u iuk '  

6 i a i 1 3  1 Topic: A Habit of Smoking Cigarettes 

Comment or Contralling idea: smoking can be expensive. 

Topic sentence (main idea): Smoklng Cigarettes can be an expensive hablt. 

~ d o ~ i i u ~ ~ u d ~ z l o n i ~ n d i ~ $ ~ ~ ~ ~ i o u u l p : : n ~ i ~ ~ l ~ n ' u ~ i  JIUL~UUL~OJ~Q:RI~J 

~~aq%atfTu n i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ o ~ o o ~ v i ~ ! ~ & o ~ 1 3 u ~ 1 d 1 u d u i n u i u  ni~~iiswdszlsn topic 

sentence ~$.a'~~ulpuO::d?(l~~~~i~dI~)r(~aL7nl ~ i ~ i $ o J n l f  n~ iu31 USJ::L~~UW A a i ~ i l z l i  
" 2.4 d i ~ ~ j i u ~ i ' a ~ i d a I l j  L~OJLL~G~J~II~~IU~IJI~L~UU~UML~U~~~:II ni~~uIulp~~~iauj iu 

~ 6 a ~ i u i ~ l ~ ~ ~ a n s i u ~ i s a z ~ ~ u a l u n i s ~ ~ ~  
d u  SI aiu~isun ~ n ~ ( n w i u l p 1 ' r ~ i i u k a ~ d ~ ~ 0 u ~ ~ a  ~ I~LLET~J IGLGW~I  L~~MIIM~IUL~OU 

Gnqiul$u$fTud.rtbn main idea oBi~ufi~]^r~ ~ ~ ~ i l u ~ i u ~ ~ u u d d n ~ i u ~ n ~ o ~ ~ ~  unity 

LLR:: coherence 

Smoking cigarettes can be an expensive habit. Considering that 

the average price per pack of cigarette is about two dollars, people 

who smoke two packs of cigarettes a day spend $4.0 per day on 

their habit. At the end of one year, these smokers have spent at 

least $1,46P.00. But the price of cigarettes is not the only expense 

cigarette smokers incur. Since cigarette smoke has an offensive odor 

that permeates clothing, stuffed furniture, and carpet, smokers often 

find that these items must be cleaned more frequently than those 

belonging to nonsmokers. Although it is difficult to estimate the cost 

of this additional expense, one can see that this hidden expense 

does contribute to making smoking an expensive habit. 
\\ 

6 h ~ l J  2 
I 

Topic: MY Vacation in Phuket 

Comments: I had a wonderful time. (It's a'wri@rls feeling) 

Topic sentence: I had a wonderful time on my bacation in 

1 Phuket last summer. 



Cn~nmmui'tnuonli)r(30lxiii L L ~ ~ ~ I ~ ~ M I ~ L ~ ~ I I I Y O J ~ T : : ~ ~ ~  topic sentence6 
Y W  4 Y o::~0ullnunitlm bun~nw~duuwimnndAid'trl~1~1 topic sentence & n h w  

Practice: The following sentence is the maln Idea, underline the toplc and circle 

the comment. 

on my day off. 

Comment ~op i c  ' 

1. I hate camping. 

2. 1 really miss my native country. 

3. Smokers expose themselves to a variety of health problems. 

4. Cats make ideal pets. 

5. 1 have several complaints about living in crowded cities. 

6. Smoking is dangerous for several reasons. 

7. Walking is one of the best exercises known to humankind. 

8: Small cars offer several advantag&. 

9. i have three favorite pastimes on weekends. 
' 

10. My geography professor at California State University at Long beach was one 

of the worst instructors I have ever had. 

Focusing on a Narrow Main Idea 

Rjld'ni iauiuhi i  Main idea t o  chuh6viydqa~arlwi'tin~id usm?'tr!uu main 
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hundreds of years old. These old trees are very tall. They are also very wide at the 

botfom. The hole is so big you can drive a car through it. 

1. 'Parks in California' is 

2. 'Redwood trees in California' is 

3. 'The Age of Redwoods' is 
I 

Exercise 2. Read these sentences and clrcle the letter of the maln Idea In each 

group. 

Example: A. One thing I like to do is work in my garden. 

@ I enjoy several activities on my day off. 

C. Another activity I enjoy is going to movies. 

D. My most favorite activity is going on picnics with my family. 

1. A. I hate camping 

B. The bugs bother me. 

C. Cooking over campfire is unpleasant. 

D. I don't like sharing bathrooms with other campers. 

2. A. I miss my mother's warm words of advice. 

B. I feel nostalgic when I think about the fun I used to have with my 

friends. 

C. I really miss my native country Thailand. 

D. What makes me the saddest is being away from my family at holiday 

time. 

3. A. Mouth, throat, or lung cancer rates are higher in smokers than in 

nonsmokers. 

B. Heart disease is more common in smokers than in nonsmokers. 

C. Emphysema strikes smokers more than nonsmokers. 

D. Smokers expose themselves to a variety of health problems. 



4. A. They keep themselves clean. 

B. They have an independent personality. 

C. Cats make ideal pets. 

D. They can be affectionate. 

5. A. I dislike standing in long line. 

B. I hate rush-hour traffic. 

C. The constant noise bothers me. 

D. I have several complaints about living in crowded cities 

Exercise 3 Rewrite the followlng toplc sentences to make theasubject and the 

attltude more exact (or speclfic) and appropriate for a single paragraph. 

1. Exercise is good for you. 

2. My hometown is a wonderful place. 

3. More Television programs are boring. 

4. Travel is educational. 

5. Big cities have always fascinated me. 

Exercise 4: Thlnk about each of these toplcs. Then, wrlte a speclfic topic 

sentence for each. Follow the example. 

Fitness: Cycling is an enioyable wav to stay in shape. 

1. Education 

2. Health 

3. The Future 

4. Computers 

5. Vacations 



Exercise 5: Write a main idea for each of the following paragraphs. 

Paragraph 1 

First of all, I enjoy playing with numbers. Even as a child I loved figuring out my math 

problems. It was like a fascinating game for me. Next my father is an .accountant. He 

has his own business, and he wants me to take over frbm him some day. Best of all, I 

got a scholarship for next year at UCLA in accounting. With this financial assistance, I 

can get my degree at a relatively low cost. With all these pluses, I would not even 

consider another major. 

Paragraph 2 

We had to wait for forty-five minutes before we got a table. During the entire time we 

waited, the headwaiter kept telling us it would be only five more minutes. Once we sat 

down, I noticed that my water glass had lipstick on it. The waiter replaced the glass 

with a clean one, but I got the feeling that he was annoyed with us for the rest of 

evening. Even the food was disappointing. The vegetables were overcooked, the 

chicken was tough, and the rice was sticky. I will not listen to my boss's 

recommendation for a restaurant again. 

Focusing on Supports 

~iu~!sululi?uuo~ the body 6~onif~~uu~r:~unww'uw~uu"u~0~ ~iu~$uuliaut 

riu~n'. i i f inaiuh~uin~~ijounif~!uu main idea lddu ~wn:uonainkoJd~fowi 

&uwyu main idea ah k ~ ~ l u h u d d n ~ i r r ~ i a u i n d ~ ~ 1 w 0 a ~ i ~ i n ~ i ~ ~ n d a u  \unif 
"d Y ~!uuli?uwo~ the body $u rinhw~tdb~w uiuiu~duu~hi u ~~ou.rfuiu~nu~uo~id 

h n u  ua:&avne~ai:aa (specific supports) W~nunjid main idea I I /~duu~ai I~ f! 
ch~ll.rdun&uwyu~~zio~ijdfz~~uhiiryq odi~l launoa M% RIU~~LLIU nuiiad 
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f I 

d \ ahni.r~!uud.r:~un~M"u~~~unn~~~ilu~~uu specific details $14 rin$nwa:6oioc 

rrinduiocnis~+uu~n2iudii qn'u main idea ~ ~ ~ : 6 a ~ r i ~ i d i d ~ ~ ~ i u ~ u i u n ~ i ~ ~ f i u ~ d  
d v ,  

ui~a?ud.r:lun~Cu~vu u6n?.r~$ondi A i lm iu~u iu~~nu  ?n oiu~iui.m~TYi'laln'ariiioc 

nmL%  nu M l n ~ ~ i o c ~ ~ ~ u ~ d l ~ i o c ~ ~ L ~ ? d ~ ~  hM?nbn-riu~uds::~sn&uI~ua::Ga~fi 

nm:: ~Eium~ds2n'u~niudt~m~~? nm1m f l n . r ~ i ~ d a ~ ~ ~ ~ n i . r I  ~riuptioc a car 

accident iin2.r.r:y~<.a'm~ou~ddii~n~n'ioc .rnus.r?n ~ i o  .mua~mflgn' ua::LMgnl.r6$u 

~i?mlu?'u ~2nilm 

I%M"n~nwi~iuds~umeiald$u~~d~::n~u ~do~fisu~~iuun2iu~~mn~iiioc~::wi7ioc . 
LI .~: I~~Ac~~IUMSJT~LL~~ general support LLR: uuu Specific support 

General Speclflc 

I drove my car on the free way. 

One child insulted the'other. 

Pat loved his teddy bear. 

I raced my Honda on the 405 free way. 

The six-year old child shouted to his 

friend, "You're a jerk!" 

Pat took his teddy bear to bed with him 

every night. 

~ a l d ~ ~ ~ u ~ ~ a d i ~ ~ i u ~ i l ~ ~ l ~ d a ~ ~ ~ u ~ ~ u  MUn$nwwoiociiuiociuliluu6jndi2 LLR~ 

doismnl l iaudsu~i i  ~iu~beuu'almii~nw~~::iii specific details ~ i n n i i n i r  

JIUL!~~ A. 

As one example of my recent bad luck, I was in an 

accident last month. I was not expecting it at all, so t was really 

shocked. It just happened. It was the other driver's fault, and I 

was completely surprised. I was not doing anything wrong. I 

could not believe I was in an accident. I never even saw it 

coming. 

JIML~~M B 

As one example of my recent bad luck, I was in a car 

accident last month. It happened during rush-hour on a rainy 

day, so I was driving especially carefully. I stopped at an 

intersection and I was changing the radio station when a Ford 



Mustang slammed into the back of my Honda Civic. I never 

even saw it coming. 

The answer Is B's wrltln~. 

d ~~n:%rowuinnii rdu u.~nlo3nduiau-iirilu Ford Mustang ~muno:uonii a car r h  

Gu 
Convincing Supports 

drr u uonoinds~un~~uquo:~o~%m~ou ~ i o ~ o i r a ~ u h  d.rtlun~~u~~yunmu~Go~lw' 

dfl3ludll&l?o l h 9 ? J  RULMqRUUR L L R ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ u ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ L ~ M L ~ u ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ B " T J ~  

( convincing supports) 9h-1 ~ I J  
-\ 

Main Idea : My lunch at Freddy's Fast Food turned ltly stomach 

yesterday. 

Convincing Supports: The salad contained brown, slimy lettuce. I could hardly 
I 

cut the pepper steak, and when I did, I could not chew it. 

The french fries looked as though they had fallen on the 

floor and someone had stepped on them. 
,A t: 2 d s ~ l u n ~ ~ i i ~ $ a u ~ ~ s i d n a i u ~ u i u ~ d ~ ~ ~ ~ i I w ' n ' o ~ l u m n ~ m  IaidiazrCtu~nn~mi 
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dcr u iirilud3~lsnaCuqunuananre convincing 

Practice Exercises; 

Exerclse I. 

The following exercise gives a main idea and pairs of supporting ideas. In each 

pair of the supporting ideas, one is more specific than the other. Circle the letter of the 

idea that is more specific., 

Fond Memories on d Starry Night * 

I really love the memories that I have of my mother, especially of the hot nights 

when we used to sleep in the backyard. 



1. A. The sky was beautiful, and my mother and I spent many hours looking at it. It 

was really the most beautiful sky. 

B. I remember that the blue sky had plenty of stars, and there was a full moon. 

The stars and moon shone with full brightness. 

2. A. 'The view was gorgeous, and we saw many things in the sky. It Was so 

beautiful. 

B. Sometimes we saw comets crossing the sky until they got lost in the distance. 

3. A. My mother sat by my side, telling me stories about a princess, until I fell 

asleep. 

B. My mother told me stories until I fell asleep. 

4. A. The next morning, the vice sounds from our neighborhood woke us up, but 

the most beautiful feeling was being with my mother. 

B. The next morning, the rooster's crowing waking me up was nice, but the most 

beautiful feeling was having my mother next to me. 

Exercise 2. 

Read the two paragraphs. They are similar in topic. In your opinion, which 

composition is more convincing? Explain why 

My Memory Box (A) 

One thing that 1 will never let go of is my collection of letters from my 

friends. I have gathered these letters for many years and kept them in my 

memory box. Whenever I feel blue or miss my old friends, I take my memory 

box out from deep inside my closet, handling it as if it were a treasure of 

jewels and gold. Then, I randomly choose one faded letter and read it. While 

my eyes move from word to word, I can see my friend's face, and I feel as 

though I am going back in time. Since I came to this country, my memory 

box has helped me remember how important my friends are to me. It is my 

I 



most valuable possession, and I plan to keep on collecting letters for the 

rest of my life. 

My Memory Box (6) 

One thing I will never let go of is my collection of letters from my 

friends. I have gathered* these letters for many years and kept them in my 

memory box. The box is made of dark wood with colorful designs of 

hearts and flower painted on the top. It is fairly large, with enough room 

to keep lots of letters. I kept them in groups organized by my friends 

'names and dates. Rubber bands keep the individual groups together so 

that they will not get mixed up. A few months ago when I was sick, I 

reread some of the letters from the box. They kept me entertained while I 
I 

watched television. I plan to keep on collecting letters for the rest of my 

life. 

Answer: The paragraph is more convincing. t 
', 

Explain why: 

Focusing on Conclusions 
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My Job Dissatisfaction 

Lately, I have been unhappy with my job as a cashier at Mcbuns. 

First, the hours are a hardship for me. I work from three to eleven in the 

evening, and I have trouble getting up the next morning for my math class. 

Next, the pay is miserable. I am making only twenty cents above minimum 

wage. Last, the people I work with are unfriendly. They never smile or want 

to be sociable. 
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Summary of common Conclusion Types. 

1. A statement of the main idea in different way ' , 

There is no doubt about it: I really do not like my job. 

2. A summary of the major points , 

I just cannot handle the terrible hours, the low pay, and the unfriendly 

atmosphere. 

3. A look to future 

It is time for me to look for another job. 

4. A related thought that grows out of the body. 

I wish I could quit. 
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Practlce Exercises 

Exerclsel. The following compositions have no conclusions. Write your own 

appropriate conclusion for each. 

Paragraph 1 

Money and Happiness 

Having money does not guarantee happiness. My family was not rich, 

but we were happy for many years. Then one day, unexpectedly, my mother 

inherited my grandmother's fortune, and soon we were arguing about what 

to do with our riches. We fought over the jewelry, until our unhappiness tore 

the family apart. I wanted us to be the way we were before we got so rich 

with material things. Luck changed for us, though, when we came to this 

country. We lost everything on the way. However, stepby step, we got back 

what we has lost and needed most: our love for each other. 

Your conclusion: 

Paragraph 2 

Culture Shock 

I started experiencing culture shock shortly after I arrived in this 

country, United State. ln Vietnam, my country, when young people speak to 

an elder, they have to be very respectful. They have to use different ways of 

addressing people based on age. If a young person makes a bad guess and 

refers to an elder person with the wrong term, the older person will get 

upset. However, English does not have different ways to address people. 

And this made me crazy when I was a new arrival in this country. I felt 

unconifortable when I talked with my teacher, for example, because the 

word 'you" sounded so disrespectful. Instead of using the word "youn, I 

began to say "Teacher! Teacher! When my,friends laughed at me, I started 

using the word "you" to teachers, even though I felt and still feel impolite 

and guilty when I say 'you". 



Your conclusion : 

Exercise 2. Practice writing a missing part of the paragraph. 

Read the following paragraphs and choose the best answer to complete 

the blanks. 

A. 1 , Unlike 'natural' plants, these plants were 

developed to withstand pollution, drought, dirty soil, and poor light. 

Superplants were first created with chemical changes, and then with genetic 

changes. These superplants were designed to thrive in home garden and 

households, but the techniques have created plants that resist disease, grow 

larger seeds and fruits on fewer nutrients and less water. 2 

may end up as a major way to increase the yields of farm and garden crops 

1. a. Improvement in plants leads to better quality of plants 

b. New techniques in growing plants are called 'superplants' 

c. Few people realize that it's not possible to develop 'superplants' 

d. Scientists tried to improve the quality of plants many years ago. 

2. a. However, this new characteristic of plants 

b. Thus, this effort in creating 'natural' plants 

c. Then these techniques to increase production 

d. So what began as an effort to make stronger plants 



6. 3 . People who are nearsighted can see well at short 

range, but anything very far is likely to be a dull blur. The term 'weak 

eyesight' is misleading, 4 . The nearsighted lens is so 

powerful that it focuses the light coming into the eye too quickly. 

Nearsightedness is common, and its growth may be gradual. 5 

It is here that a student first realizes the difficulty of seeing work on the 

blackboard, while others have no trouble reading the board at all. After 

discovery, nearsightedness can be corrected and a concave lens is the 

prescription. I 

3. a. Nearsightedness is a common problem in schools 

b. ' Weak sight ' generally refers to nearsighted eyes 

c. There is a term to refer to the weakness of eyesight 

d. There are many people suffering from the eyesight problems 

4. a. for it is actually the eyes that are weak 

b. for it is the lens of tpe eye that is actually weak 

c. for in nearsighted eyes the eyes are actually very strong 

d. for in nearsighted eyes the lens of the eye is actually too strong 

5. a. Nearsightedness is normally discovered in students 

b. ~earsi~htedness is frequently discovered by teachers 

c. Nearsightedness is frequently discovered first at schools 

d. Nearsighted people cannot be discovered in schools 




