Unit 5
Paragraph Organization
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1. She take care of her student.
2. Her finished homework,
3. When we going their, thay life was uncertain.
4. As soon as the students finlshaed their exam, after go to play.
5. The students whom in this class studiad English.
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6. The girls will go to the parly; unless, their parents aren't allowed to go.

7. | have saw it everyday.

8. She is plan befora leaching.

Mot only he works more abilities to do,
10, The girs will go shopping if she can withdrawing money

11. | save from a salary,
12. She drink juica
13, Bill sing a song very beauty.

14. The singar was vary good pronounced.
15. They were satisfled all of subjects.
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{Three Essentials for Effective Writing)
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Main Idea

The Body

Conclusion

3. esfhnaugarhufermufiwlninfuiaigm (Standard Grammar)
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3.1 Subject- Verb Agreement

3.2 Kinds of sentences, clauses, and Capitalization & Punctuation

3.3 Tense Usage

34 Avoid writing run-on sentences

3.5 Avold writing Fragment Sentences
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Practice Exerclse  Read each stalement carefully, decide whether it is comect or
contains an emor in sentence sfructure. No statement contains more than one error.
Indicate your decigion by placing the appropriate symbol in the lefi-hand column met
to the statamant.

c Comrect Frag. Sentence Fragment

R-O Ron-0Ons F.R. Faulty Pronoun Refarence
F.P. Faulty Farallelism Dangler Dangling Modifier
Adj.-ady Adjective Ladverb S S-V agreemant
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1. The summes gives a person a chance to get out-of door, to take parl in
his favorite sport, and to relas.

2. Don excelled In most sports. Especially baseball, football, and basketball,

3. | prefer living in a large city, however life in a small town can be very
pleasant.

4, Liz read rapidly. But with scant attention 1o what was bebwean the lines.

5, Finally | decided to accept the scholarship from Catholic University, |
thowght it would be exciting ta live in Washington D.C.

6. In high school | read a great deal. Even books that were considered trash,

7. While travaling through Asia, we visited Japan and discovared that they
are ke Americans in many respacls.

8, We decided to get an eardy stat on our frip fo the lake, s0 we agreed to
meet al my horme at slx the next morming.

8. Although Jack took Tom to the races, he didnt want to bet.

10, Which we had discovered al the edge of a grove of pine frees.
11. Roy told David that he had a hole in the seat of his pants.
12. | greatly admine Senator Davis, for she is inteligent, articulate. and has

the interest of the people al heart

13, Mot only was Dr. Durbin & brilkant scholar but also an cutstanding.

LI 497

14, Tom falt good afier he took aspirn for his haadacha,

15. Jane don't belong to the club.

16, Soaked fo the skin, Chris was miserable wasting in the unshelierad
doorway.

17, When | joined the Mavy, | had to adapt me to a new way of life,

18. The effect of atomic radiation on fulure generations are not yel known.

189, Hanging on the wall, | saw a photograph of my mother,

20. Ellen returned the wallet to the man and received a $10 reward. Providing
that honesty is the best palicy,

21, My favorite pastimes are playing football, boating, and to ski on the lake.

22, Containing dangerous chemicals, people are not swimming In the lake.
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23l like the way Mr. Clark taught his classes; he had no trouble holding the
attention of his students.
24, While practicing yoga exercises, a mail carrier rang the doorball,
25, Scientists usually axpariments on animals bafora giving new madicine

to hurmams.

Definition (A191NAATIN)

1. Toplcs and Statements

Topics or Titkes are only the names of something such as
1. Single Life / Married Life
2. The Thai Custom
3. Adjusting fo 8 new culture
Statements are comments about the topics such as
1. Thalland is a beautiful country.
2. San Diego is a favorite place o five.
3. | had a Wonderful Trip to Krabl,
Thus, topics are nouns of noun phrases, while statameants are santences with a
subject and a predicate,

2. A paragraph is & group of related statements thaet a writer develops about

a subject. The first sentence stales the specific point, or idea of the toplc. The rest of
the sentences in the paragraph support that point, or iea. In addition, a paragraph
may be shor or long sccording to the simplicity or complexity of the subject.
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Example 1 ( one paragraph)

This sanlenca states the main ldea. This santence

presents a supporting polnt, This sentence gives supporting
delails. Thiz sentence gives more details. This sentence gives
mare details. This sentence gives more details, This sentence
presents another supporting point. This sentence gives
supporting detalls. This sentence gives more details. This
sentence gives more details, This sentence gives more
detalks.
This senience presents another supporiing point This
santence gives supporiing details, This senfence gives more
details, This sentence glves more detalls. This sentence gives
more details. This sentence states the conclusion.

A model of one paragraph
Acadamic Life

' | find academic Ife endlassly fascinating. ~ | find the
classes stimulating, most of the professors Interesting, the reading and
studying satisfying, and the students delightful. " | consider a big
assignment a lively challenge. 4 Bul | like the |eisure acliviies best of
all. : Every student may have his or her cholca of activity: athietics,
music, theater, lectures, discussions, or studant politics. © | believe the
variety unegualed anywhers alse, t I may go to school for a long me.

Explanation:

The sentence 1 is a toplc sentence or the maln Idea.

The sentence 2 presents the first supporting points with detalls.

The sentence 3 presents the second supporting polnt.

The sentence 4 gives a supporting datall to the sacond supporting point.
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The sentence 5 presents the third supporting point by saying that other
students also find school life fascinating

The sentences 6 and 7 are the conclusions by giving the opinion and

axpectng what to do in the future.

Example 2 (more than ona paragraph)

This sentence states the main |dea. This sentence
prasents a supporing point. This sentence gives more
details. This sentence gives more details. This sentence
givas more details,

This santance presents another supporting point.
This sentence gives supporting details. This senience
gives mora details. This sentence gives more details. This
santence gives more details, This santence gives more
detalls.

This sentance presents another supporting point.
This sentence gives supporing details. This senience
glves more detalls. This sentence gives more datails. This
santenca gives more details. This sentence gives more
details. This sentence states the conclusion.

A model of more than one paragraph
Money

'Mnnay has an interesting history. In ancient times peaople
usad goods, food, animals, or objects as money they exchanges
thesa things for another things they wanted.

lTha first coins, or meial money, appeared in anclent Lydia,
now modern Turkey, about 2,600 years ago. The Romans made
coins about 2300 years ago.

LI 497



“The Chinese made the first paper money. However, papar
money ke the kind In use today starfed in England about 400
years ago.

Explanation:

Paragraph 1 The first sentence |s the toplc sentoncae. All the following senlences are
the first supporting points to an interesting history. They wara said
about using goods, food alc as money.

Paragraph 2 The first sentence presents the second supporting polint fo the main
idea in the first paragraph. [ said about using coins as monay.,

Paragraph 3 The first sentence presents the third supporting point to the main
idea in the first paragraph. It said about paper money. Every indanted
paragraph is siill sald about the monay history in stead of talking in the

same paragraph.

3. A Composition

A composition is a plece of writing about one central idea. It may consist of one or
more paragraphs. i the central loplc is broad and needs to be divided inta several
gubfopics, each of these subtopics should be developad in at least one paragraph. For
instance, H you want to discuss types of food, you may wanl to break your central
topic down into four subtopics: meat, dairy products, fruits and vegetables, and grains.
You might use, then, a separate paragraph for each subtopic. A composition of more
than ome paragraph usually has an introduckion and a conclusion that are separate

paragraphs.

4. Unity & Coherence

Unity: Unity in paragraph writing refers o the relationship between the sentences
of a paragraph and the main idea of the paragraph. In a well-unified paragraph, all the
sentences musi be related fo the main idea. It is important for a paragraph to have

unity. When a paragraph has unity, all of the sentences in it discuss only one idea.
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For example, the writer discusses bolh advantages and disadvantages of animals in
caplivity, he discusses the advaniages first, and then he discusses the disadvantages;
the paragraph has unity. To discuss anything else about the animals would destroy the
paragraph’s Ur'l:l:tj".
Remembear: All of the sentences in a paragraph must discuss the same dea. If you
slar to discuss a new idea, start a new paragraph.
Example: Read the following paragraphs and find out the one absurd expression or
santance that is not related to the main idea or topic of the paragraph.
Life preservers will last for many years if they are given the proper care.
They should be dried thoroughly before being put away and should be stowed In
a dry, well-ventilated place., Frequent checks on their wisdom teeth are
recommended.

The main idea is “Life preservers will last for many years If they are
given the proper care.”
The absurd expression is “on thelr wisdom teeth.”

Practice Exercises
Exerclee 1: Read the paragraph and answear the guestions balow,

A Many subhuman animals respond to the future. Some store food, buy new
shioes, build nesis, migrates, or grow warm coats for the coming saason. But thesa
actions ara not conscious. It is man alone who s a decision-making animal,

The main idea is

The absurd exprassion s

B: California is in the southwest comer of the Uniled States. The weather

in this area of the United States is wery dry. California |s a farge siate. It has

many peopla. Callfornia is now the bigges! state in population. Thers are about 30

milion people who live in California. The population of California is growing
vary quickly.

Tha main idea |s

The sbsurd exprassion is
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C.  The most obvious problem with being unampl_gyad is not having the money you
need for daily ife. Most people need money just for the necessities—paying the
rent and buying food. And even "ﬁ*ﬂh buying clothes may not be a necessity, it
s important, if you don't have a job, who is going to give you the money for rent
and food? Maybe you have an uncle or a cousin who will let you borrow a little bit
of money for @8 month or two, bul most pecple can't afford fo pay for other
paople's rent. So if you don't have a job, you will have frouble paying the rent and
buying food.

The main idea is
The absurd sentence(s) is (are)

Exercise 2 : Find and cross oul any sentences that do nol belong in the paragraph
balaw,
New Sports

Az paople have more ime and money to spend on recreation, new sports are
developed, Traditional sports such as racing—on fool, horses, and skis, and in boats,
cars, and alrplanes—are still popular. Twenty-five years age, no cne had ever heard of
windsurfing. Now it is the rage at the beach resorts everywhara. Thirty years ago, who
would have thought that intelligent men and women would jump out of airplanes for
fun, as they do in the sport of skydiving? Twenty years ago, not many people believed
that humans would be able to glide through the air ke birds, as they do in the popular
sport of hang gliding.
(This passage s taken from Infroductlon to Academic Writing by Alica Oshima &
Ann Hogue, Addison Wesley Longman, 10 Bank Street, White Plains, M.Y. 10606
P.98)
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Coherence:

Coherence in paragraph writing means that there i3 a certain logical order to
the sentences of the paragraph. In a tightly coherence paragraph, the order of the
sentancas cannot be changed from what the author has writben. If the order of the
sentences can be changed, then the paragraph is not coherance.

In addition fo unity, every good paragraph In a composition must have
coherence. One way to achieve coherance is through the use of transition signals.

Transition signals sre words and phrases that connect the idea In one
sentence with the idea in another sentence. They are expressions like furthermore,
moracver, however, first’second, and In brlef. They make the movement betwean
sentencas in & paragraph smooth, so the reader does not have problems
understanding the writer's ideas. (infinsdeunsullémnussioafudulwdafile

Tuumf 4)
Practice Exercises:
Exercise 1: Use the transitional words given to fill in the blank spaces. They are not
in the right order.
After that Second Afterwards First Then Next Finally

A Trick
Tall a friend that you can find out his age and how much money he has in his
pockat {if it is not mora than a dollar). This is how you do it
tall him to write down his age, without showing it to vou,

tell him to double L tell him to add 8.
tall him to multiply it by 50, tall him to take away
415, tedl him to add the number of cenis in his pockel.

ask him the number. The first two numbers will ba his age and the last two will be the
money in his pocket. Try it

Exerclse 2 Study the following paragraph, which lacks both unity and coherence.

Rearrange the sentances for the coherence and omift any sentences that do not
balong.
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First of all, teenagers work for their own curment expanses. For exampie,
my cousin Celia works at a clothing store and buys all her own clothes. Last weak
she bought herseif a nice leather jacket. And one of my friends bought himself a usad
car [ust from the money he made after school. Young people want to make money for
their future. Young people want to buy clothes, and they want to save money to buy a
car or a stereo or a television. An example of this s saving money for education
after high school. My cousin Robert is doing this for his future. He also lold me that
he iz saving some money o sat up a household after marriage.

Urlueflafoataaturdowdeslldur
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BASIC GUIDELINES FOR PARAGRAPHS

1. The main idea of a paragraph appears In the first sentenca,
This guideline is recommended for developing writers, Advanced writers might
place the main [dea in another position.)

2. Indent the first sentence of every new paragraph,
The first sentence should start at approximately a half inch to the dght of tha
margin fire.

3. Leave margins on the left and right edges.
The left margin should start at the red or biack line on your paper, and the
right margin should leave a space of approximately a half inch between the
written materal and the right edge of your paper. ‘I:hh measurement will vary.
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4. The sentences in a paragraph run continuously, with no breaks, from the first
sentence o the last sentence,

After the first sentence, each sentance follows immediately after the previous

sentence, if space allows.
5. Leave a space approximately the size of two letters batween sentences,

(This guideline will be used when you use your paper with no lnes.)
Practice A

The sample paragraph here shows how a typical short composition (or
paragraph) appears on & sheset of your notebook paper. In order o show that you
know the paragraph basics, mead carefully the paragraph, and then answer the
gquestions below in the space provided.

My Sweet Grandmother

The most important persen in my childhood was my grand-
mother, I really loved going to her house during vacations. She would
tell me fascinating stories about her life during World War II. Also,
she would tell me fables, sometimes making up her own, with me as
beautiful, magic princess. Often we went into the forest to pick
raspberries and mushrooms. She taught me which ones to pick and
which ones to aveid. When I was sad, my grand mother would rock me
and sing to me. I can still hear her sweet and gentle voice. She died a
few years ago, and I miss her very much.

1. What is the main idea in the sample paragraph?

2. Where is the main idea located in the paragraph?

3. Do the words in each line stari at the far-laft adge of the paper?

4. Do the words In each line continue to the far-right edge of the paper?
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SelectAorB

5. Does the first sentence start exactty the far-left margin?
A Yes B. No

6. Whera does the second sentence star?
A On the same line as the first santence.
B. On tha line below the first sentence.

Maote In some cases, if a sentence ends at the right margin, the following sentence
must start on the following line.

7. Where do all the rest of the sentences in the paragraph start in relationship to the
sentence before them?

A, If possibie, on the same line as the previous senlance,

B. Always on ihe line below the previous sentence,
Practice B

identify three probiems in the following paragraph. You may refer to the basic
guidelines for paragraphs on the previous page, Write your answer in the space
prowlded.

My Job Dissatisfaction

Lately, T have been unhappy with my job as a cashier ot
McBuns,

First, the hours are hardship for me.

T work from 3.00 to 11,00 in the evening, and I have trouble
getting

up the next morning for class,

MNext, the pay is miserable. I am making only twenty cents
cbove minimum wage.

Last, the people I work with are unfriendly, They never smile
ar want

1o have o pleasant conversation It is time fo ook for a new
job.
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The following sample shows how to edit the paragraph format.

My Job Dissatisfaction
Sondame
Lately, I have been unhappy with my job as$ a cashier at
- —_—
McBuns,
First, the hours are hardship for me.
I work from 3.00 to 11.00 in the evening, and T have trouble
getting up the next morning for class,
Mext, the pay is miserable. T am making only twenty cents
above minimum wage.
Last, the people I work with are unfriend ey never smile or
want to have a pleasant conversationIt is time to look for a new job.

Practice C —s

Corect and rewrite the following paragraph. Firsl, clrole the sentence with the
main idea and draw an amow to move it to the beginning-of the paragraph. Mexi,
cormact the formal.

My Ideal Job
For ene thing, the hours are great. I work weekend affernoons,
I love my job af Hanks Hat Dogs.
Next, the pay is okay for now I make two dollars more thon
AL HOge.
Best of all, the people I work with are friendly. Two of my best
friends work the same shift I do I will probably keep this job for
g few more years,
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