Unit 10

The Essay

Intreduction to the Essay

What Is the essay?

"Essay” is a plece of writing on one particular subject that is written by a student
or by the writer for publication.”
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Part lll: The Conclusion
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A Model Essay

The following model should hllp.]l'ﬂl.l understand clearly the form of an sasy.
The writer of the paragraph on moviegolng later decided to develop her subject
more fully. Here s the essay that resulied.

144

The Hezards of Moviegoing

I am a movie fanatic, When friends want to know what picture won
the Oscar in 1888 or who played the police chief in Jaws, they ask me. My
friends, though, have stopped asking me if | want to go out to the movies.
The problems in getting 1o the theater, the theater itself, and the behavior
of some patrons  are all reasons why | often walt for a movie 1o show up
on TV,

For one thing. just getting 1o the theater presents difficulties. Leaving
a home equipped with a TV and a video recorder isn't an atiractive idea on
a humid cold, or rainy night. Even if the weather cooperated, there is still a
thirty- minute drive to the thester down 8 congested highway, followed by
ihe hassle of looking far a parking space. And then there aré the lines. Afler
hooking yourself to the end of a human chain, you worry aboutl whether
thare will be enough tickets, whether you will get seats togsther, and
whether many people will snaak info the line ahead of you.

Once you have made it to the box office and gotten your tickets,
you are confronted with the problems of the theater itself, If you are in one
of the rundown older theaters, you mus! adjust to the musty smell of
seidom-cleaned carpets, Escaped springs lurk in the faded plush or cracked
leather seats, and half the seats you sit in seem loose or tilted so that you
sit al a strange angle. The newer twin and quad theaters offer their own
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problems. Sliting In an area only one-quarter the size of a regular theater,
moviegoers often have to put up with the sound of the movie next door,
This is especially [arring when the other movie involves racing cars or a
karate war and you are brying to enjoy a guiel love story. And whether the
theater Is old or new, It will have floors that seem to be coated with rubber
cement. By the end of the movie, shoes almost have to be pried off the ficor
because they have become sealed o a deadly compound of spilled soda,
hardening bubble gum, and crushed Ju-Jubes.

Even more of a problem than the theater itself are some of the
other patrons. Little kids race up and down the aisles, usually in giggling
packs. Teenagers try to impress their fiends by lalking back to the screen,
whistling, and making what they consider t-u.l.EIa hilarious noises, Adults act
as if they were at home in their own living rooms and comment loudly on
the ages of the stars or why movies aren’t as good anymore, And people of
all ages crinkle candy wrappers, stick gum on their seats, and drop popoom
tubs or cups of crushed ice and soda on the floor. They also cough and
burp, squirm endlessly In thelr seats, file oul for repeated trips to the rest
rooms or concession stand, and efbow you out of the armrest on either side
of your seat,

After arriving home from the movies one night, | decided that | was
not going o be a moviegoer anymore. | was tired of the problems invalved
in getting to the movies and dealing with the theater itself and other patrons.
The next day | aranged o have v:ahtﬂ TV service Installed in my home, |
may now see movies a bit later than other people, but I'l be more relaxed
walching box office hils in the comfort of my own [iving room.
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The Thesis Statement
madgwerudefitwdriumadmienifsedoslamufinidy (a central
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A Topic sentence fawtszlpaflusmimfndAglunudoaridondy The Thesis
statement  aurznpudinnrufamdgiiniiandtlu Topic  sentence uasvzdBIuEn
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A few points to remember about writing the thesis statement
1. The thesls statement showld be axpressed In a complate senfence. Since the
thesis statement is the main stalement for the enlire essay, it should exprass a
complete thought; therefore, it uhuu_ld net be writizn as a question,

Not a thesis statement: My fear of dark.

Thesis statement My fear of dark has made my life miserable.

2. A thesls sfafemenf expresses an opinion, atfifude, or idea; it does not simply
announce the foplc the assay will devealop. .

Mot a thesis statement. | am going to discuss the effects of radlation.

Thesis statement: The effects of radlation are often unpredictable.
3. A thesis statement should express an opinlon; It should not express & fact
Since the thesis stalement expresses an aititude, opinion, or idea about a topic, the
thesis statement is really a statement that someona could disagree with. Therefore, the
thesis statement is a statemeant that needs to be explained or proved.

Mot a thesis slatement Cows produce milk

Thesis statement: The milk cows produce is not always fit for human

consumption.
Mot a thesis siatement: There are many advantages and disadvantages to
going to college. (This is not an argue paint.)
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Thesis statement:
The advantages to going to college far outweigh the disadvaniages.

4. A thesls statement should express only one ldea about topic; If a thesis
statament conltains mammmmluﬂrmmﬂud;tufhcmngm
and coherence.

Mot a thesis statement: Golng to college In the Midwest can be fun, and |
have found that living in a suburb of 2 large city Is the best way to live while at

college.
Thesls statement: Golng to collaga in the Midwest can be fun.

Practice Exercises

Exercise 1 Study the following statements carefully. If the statement is a thesis

statamant, write yes in the blank; if it is not a thesis statement, write no

1. The advantages of majoring in engineering.

2 I would like to discuss my views on the Olympic Games.

a, Students should be allowed to manage the bookstore,

a When | first came to the United States, | wasn't used lo eating in fast-
food places, and | was amazed at the shopping centers.

a, Why do | want to be & lawyer?

B. The differences between Mandarin and Hunan dialects.

T. Knowing a foreign language can be beneficial to anyone.

8. This adverllsement attempts to appeal to the meaders sense of
patriotism.

8. | am going to describe my home.

10. There are many similarities and differences between New York and
Hong Kong.
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Exercisa 2 Study the following statements, which are not thesis statements. Rewrite
gach of the sentences to make it a thesis stalament. The first one is done for you.
1. 1 am going to explain why | decided 1o go o college.

hoosing to go to college a t declsl

2. The hazards of storing chemical wastes

3. There are many similgrities and difierences between Efe in the country and life in
the cliy.

4. New York City is the largest city in the United States,

3. Universiies in tha United States should require more humanities courses; they
ghould also have more social activities

General Structure of an Essay

The essay just presented— The Hazards of Moviegoing™—is 8 good
exampla of the standard short essay you will write in college English. it s a composition
of shightly over five hundred words that consists of a one-paragraph introduction, a
three-paragraph body, and & one-paragraph conclusion, Tha moles of these paragraphs
ana dascribed and illustrated below.
Introductory Paragraph of an Ezsay

N model paragraph 1304 “The Hazard of Moviegoing™ SnAns ez
Isdambuindiudsmisbomdowiades lnpvdnmudiuiesdeadoulisuls
AamAndumadundasrmumilsrngim datunafoelidubufedonfouiudu
famselun Thesis statement ey dnfinsnmyrso @ owunelmIaintuinluidesd
waw laraw uidfuduituiadedesfsedeadoud e wdiSandh EIIJT:IHH Thesis
statement FURUITEY Thesis statement ‘m:imnqﬂ'lnmfu'l:dﬂninml;unumu-ﬁ“mﬁ
leedlufionflasBeuludiuees Intoduction wasAldfwanduinaudniduiuin
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1. An Introductory Paragraph (IuiufitmbfussdnTodluniudes uenis
gauuTniinfnmassestintadouldiimls g merdpaduriondin
fuq dntudanauanwian ua*mi":i‘nﬁnd'iﬁﬁ'umjdm'lﬂ'ﬂﬂuﬁnﬁa:ﬁnﬂ'h
arwidnsfesdmbdudoadmiuerls anufnidyasdideufonatls
2. An Introductory Paragraph \flusufiszdasuanddmlinruiluerunios
L“}aaifg FEowesl i@ ouluuunvas narration, description, cause & effect,
reEsRnNs ar EI-EIITIFﬂE'E
3.  An Introductory Paragraph \Wninfesdoad Thesis statement Uringey uss
dwgmandadaitiaafaduninyfualumaion tesis statement ldun:
dWuiiouvsanindouduinlngiowis sl luuneeisinfineareeswuin
thesis statement thiTingagaawhovasnnuioaaii whdmiinfnwaf
Fuiowad veuushl#idou thesis statement luan introduction s:#fiam
4. An Introduction Paragraph ﬁ'ﬁﬂ'ﬂdﬂi‘numﬁﬁa!mhumhgﬁm Faiudanas
anaradaeddufimsihandouliimls efegadiwlfopnd udelioy
SIT un:i':mmqﬂﬂ:innﬂuai'mgd!mj'ﬁ"l w Saldauna3f9s372 Thesis
statement | fraudugu8s introduction paragraph dnilowInenufiniag e
15 foundud pugaTuAITan yiiraule wrdwdn wiadudimuls
uivarian 9 doudg guluguaslomminnda Thesis statement lunemil
Faindmufiineine thesis statement 1M lwudseciiu deaufifessmald
Indqdeanufiindwtudonaumuliniasnaliiludzlongaioves intreduction
paragraph
Exercise 3 Look at a model paragraph again, then answer the guastions.
1. In “The Hazards of Moviegoing,” which sentences are used to atiract the reader's
inberest?
a. First senfence b. First two sentences ©. First three sentences
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2. The thesis in "The Hazards of Moviegoing™ is presented in the

a. third sentence b. fourth sentence
3, Does the thesis contain a plan of development?
a. YES b. NO
4, Write down the. words in the thesis that announce the three major supporting points
in the essay:
a.
b.
c.

Prewriting: Planning
vl@a9n introduction paragraph lﬂuhuuw‘iij'ﬁ'mﬁ'mzi'mﬁau uszRpdnnAnlad
sxiudnluwlalaiud ngﬂ smunfiguiu infineung nufﬁn‘htﬂuhwﬂlinumnmn
fign nzdadouldiiauliuszaiannudsdulslddiin niadeananamguad
veRpa A TR undasmuiud i Bouldld I.Hﬂ:mmﬂﬂhﬂﬁd'm TauiAudan” uis
diwilderndmdaly
58 uu Introduction paragraph ML Induwliee3? wiffonlfiSouiud 4 53
1. The “Turnabout” \TWiTid uud il adszinlumanradruduiadade
axdinu @000 LT
When we were very young, we believed thal parenis could do no wrong.
Indeed, they seemed o us to be perect human beings who knew all the answers
o our problems and who could solve any problems thal we had. However, as we
grow older, we find that parents can make mistakes, too.
(written by Pamela Moran)
2. The “Dramatic Entrance” [Iuwitiluufidilvusduduiomuindas ma
witnun wialdiaathefiflnfasiudasfesBunidanda
Last year, my cousin, Julio, went to a bank to apply for a job. As you know,
when you apply for a job, you must be ready 'o answer a lot of ambiguous
guestions, Some of the guestions that an Inerviewsr may ask you inciude:
educational background, previous jobs, and salaries you eamed. The problem
with Julio was that he wasnt prepared for the questions. The interviewer asked
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Julio a lot of things that he coukdn't answer. Because Julio wasn't prapared for
the interview, he didn't get the job. If you do not want to ba in that situation, you
may want to follow these steps.

(written by Mauriclo Rodriguwez)

3. The “Relevant Quotation” (umnisuiusudamasndiame armidania
UszTundity g 1iu 1{‘.1-311 ﬂ“‘ﬁﬂll'n:ﬁﬁ'mﬂ‘u[l']uiiﬂdlﬁﬂ']i pafiuiFeaflozidiou fadantha

"We are moving to the city!” These are the words of many villagers today,

Vihen they are asked to give reasons for their movement, they simply reply thet
life in the city is more developed than that in the village, In the nl.ty. there are
communication, transporiation, education and medical services. Also there are
more chances for jobs, | positively -agra-e: with these people, but have these
people thought about their Ives and health? Hawve they thouwght about the danger
that might happen to their children? It might not be during the first six months of
living, but in the fulure when the city becomes more inhablied by different people
of different nationalities and when the streets get crowded with cars. Although the
vilage i lacking some of the services mentionsd above, it stll the best of
environment for me to live in.

4. The “Funnel” {TW3TiSusintroductionfisrsusunniign ursAffadundanaf
wrziwnrnfosfGusnsunfdluwdmfuey nﬁ'w;rﬂmmn'n'uuﬁmﬁ'uﬂnuuuu
yoagsznfrafigauiecdon quauaifiastouswnan plugaluimagruaagl e
dnuluansasfasdaaivrintenrufiarmanet g llud3adeend ey
whuasq wiaddonruiieisssuniy susnddnideanssdonlldrnglu
Uizlun thesis statement 8ao13iiwlszTon gr1iolu introductory paragraph Radaat

Travaling to a foreign country is always interesting especially f it is a country
that Is completely differant from your own. You can dalight in tasting new foods,
seeing new sights, and leaming aboul different customs, some of which may
seem very curous, If you were to visit my country; for instance, you would
probably think that my people have some very strange customs, as these three
axamples will illustrate.
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doususilumndousumnsiniudoefie mmmmn'lﬂﬂ‘nhﬁi‘:yﬁng
Twihszlonusnndusnmnginafmialulazlon thesis statement winligurmidud
Fuld Al S i A lnrumanomi ew wladAusnrmafafifloudu endaada
Tl wisit vuiludafiesiounumaneyes traveling ussdn r.mnﬂry'li’ﬂwnﬁ e
Urnginaimialuilazlon thesis statement
Tha Developmental Paragraphs (the body)

ludiunes developmental paragraphs w3a the body v Wludruiiiweindt
iWusrufenigiiwdafionnfigs desedune 1Winaths wlodmingunRgn
arufiaminiind17lilu thesis statement iRelFdd Ml wiadnnufundonaa
Hid uu‘lﬂmnﬂqn

PwmvosdewitluduiesivinlmiudingAuiuawnnda ukamuFed
\Wuiwia g luiuesifudaud 2-3 dewhues supporting points wssmaideudemitfia
voswdrsdomirilansuediie Ui

1. luudrsdamiesdnadrmufnddnRomimmufnriniu

2. arwdnddgfunngluslue Topic sentence s:dsimnmadesfiumiufia
Wan1u thests statemant (9% 1u thesis statement Ni1747 “Cigarette smoking
is a destructive habit.” AuARA 1 9 luudssdemiesdanTlwissdusmofifia
nnguqn‘hfaﬁ

3. dmmageie udszdemibesdesd unity & coherence uRsdiLBIN gt
wifesdsalnnaedadofiafFueinlenrufin e v te e luma
niufiu uecudesdawifidewininmfifuaiuium i oudewdiname o
NETIUILATIUREUAY
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Exercise 4. Look at the model paragraph again, and answer the following questions.
1. What is the topic sentence for the first body paragraph?

2. The first topic sentence is then supported by details about (T in the missing words):
a
b,

3. What is the topic sentence for the second supporting paragraph?

4, The sacond topic sentence s then supported by datails about (fill in the missing

words]:

a. Problems of the old theaters (mustiness and }
b. Problems of new theaters ( and sound of adjoining mowvie)
¢. Problem of old and new theaters ( )

5, What is the topic sentence for the third body paragraph>

B, The third topic sentence is then supported by detalls about (R in the missing words)
a. Patrons | kids, and )
b. Distractions caused by people of all ages
Exercise 5 Study the following thesis statements, On a separate sheet of paper,

brainstorm on two of them. Then write out at least three possible tople sentences for
the wo thesis statemenis.

1. Leamning English isn't easy.
My country has some of the most beautiful sights you will sver ses.

Being unemployed can cause peopla o losa thair self-respect.
You can sée some unusual paople on the bus,

oW oM
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5, Sludents whose native language is not English may face many problems that

English speakers do not encounier
6. Peopla go to shopping centers for many reasons.

The Conclusion
The conciusion Aedawiian pivhmdaiflen hﬁq-'ﬁnmﬂﬂuq ntawia
dembepesdasdanufindaglundewiunndveEnaflnowermaudoulidls

ATunIEEY Fanu wasdniud EI'MI"H""l;i'l’ﬁ UELTIIERER T UARYBaRRiB s TEnay H
st TR Suudow b A Bmdunind fiwasil

Some points about conclusions should follow logically:-

1. A conclusion can restate the main poinis (sublopics) discussed. This restatemant
should be briaf; after you have already discussad them af langth.

2. A conclusion can restale the thesis. Generally, to avoid sounding repetitioss, Lis a
good idea to restate the thesis in different words. The restatement of the thesis is
really a reassartion of its Importance or validity.

3, A conclusion should not, however, bring up a new topic.

Exercise § From a model essay, answer the questions.
1. Which two sentances in the concluding paragraph restate the thesis and supporting
points of the essay?
a. First and second b. Second and third  c. Third and fourth
2. Which sentence contains the concluding thought of the essay?
a. First b. Second
. Third d. Fourth
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Exercise 7 The following are thesis staterments, their supporing topic santences, and
conclusions. Study each conclusion to determine if it is logical. If the conclusion s not
appropriate, write nof good in the blank and also write the reason it is not good. If the
conclusion is appropriate, simply write logical in the blank,
1. Thesis Statement: Watching television Is not a waste of time.

a. It is a valuable educational tool.

b. It provides entertainment to cheer us up.

c. It provides something our family can have in comman En discuss.

Critics of elevision will continue to pul down the "boob fube.” Bul, because
of its educational value, its enfertainment value, and its supply of things we can
discuss together, our family is going to confinue watching television for a lang
time, and so should others. Indead, walching lalevision is a good way lo spend

one's time.

2. Thesis Statement: Communicating in a foreign language can creata some
embarrassing misunderstandings.
a. Mispronouncing words can lead to real embarrassment.
b. Misunderstanding what someone says to you can create amusing
problems.
. Misusing vocabulary words can really make you blush,

Everyone who speaks a foreign language is bound fo have misunderstand-
ings from time to tima, What you need to do is go to the laboratory as ofien as
you can to improve your language skills, The people there are very nice, and they
will halp you with your grammar and pronunclation.
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3. Thesis Statement: In order to make a geod impression at a job interview,
you should prepare well for the inferview,
a. The first thing you should do s plan your answers to the possible
guestions the interviewars might ask.
b. Then you should carefully plan and prepare what you ara golng o waar.
c. Finally you should make sure that you amve on tima,

As you can see, it is necessary fo be well prepared for the job interview.
Having the answers ready, baing properly dressed, and being on time can all help
to make a good impression on the interviewer. If you follow thase steps, you will
find yourself sitiing behind the desk at that coveted job in no time at all.
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Diagram of an Essay Tl'f following diagram shows you at a glance the different parts

of a standard college assay.

Introduction

Body
(supporting para-
graphs)

Body
{supporting para-
graphs)

Body
(supporting para-
graphs)
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Opening remarks
Thesis Statement
FPlan of development

8

Topic sentence (supporting peoint 1)
Sarvice evidanca

Topic sentence (supporting point 2)
Service evidance

Topic sentence [supporing point 3}
Sarvice avidence

Summary [optional)
General Closing remarks.
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