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| was fortunate enough in my first year to become aware of two basic
inadequacies in my personality which led me to attempt to discover solutions. These
were my ability to communicate verbally and in writing, and my development of
abstract thought. It had never been necessary for me to stress either of these basic
skills and therefore | was rather deficient in both.

| began to solve my speaking problem with the help of Joe. All | had expected
from the Voice and Phonetics class was improvement but also many other things. It
helped me in my general manner and appearance, which is very important as one is
often judged by manner and appearance in our society. | was surprised to learn during
the term that when one attempts to improve his voice he improves himself in may other
ways at the same time. In general | would say that | gained something from that study
that my society has been attempting to destroy, knowledge of my own speech errors
and the power to correct them, and a new view of myself and the possibility that | could
change.

In order to bring my writing ability up to at least the high school level, | took a
fourth course (in addition to the normally required three) with Steve which was an

independent in spelling and sentence construction.
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Two courses in the first year, both with Tom, helped me to improve my ability to
think more clearly. | was fascinated by the ability of my mind and by discussion which |
was able to join and contribute to positively. | used these newly discovered abilities to
participate in community affairs. It became almost impossible to keep me quiet at a
community meeting. | felt very much as if | had accumulated some super powers and
wanted the entire world to know about those powers. One major object was missing in
this newly discovered power, and that was knowledge of my subject matter.

My second year was very active. | had become interested in community affairs
and was a member, as kitchen manager, of the work program committee. This active
participation in the affair of the community gave me a chance to use my creativity in
real situations. My classes, which began as three separate units, finally ended as a
three-part independent study with the sociologica!, physiological and psychological
investigation of drug addiction as its major concern. | learned what independent study
really meant from that study and | also discovered that my major interest was in
sociology and began to develop this interest by taking courses in that field. In my
fourth semester my interest in sociology became magnified when my paper was
accepted to be read at the Eastern Sociological Society meeting.

Most important during the third year was the fact that | became a better listener,
| discovered that listening can be just as fruitful as being an active discussant, |
learned to investigate as much as possible before | write or speak on a subject, When |
have completed my investigation I've learned to inject my own opinion, | read much
more for my papers than | had done before. When | begin to write now, | write in

several forms, and then choose the form which best integrates my thoughts.’

'Chickering, Arthur W, _Education and Identity (San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, Inc., 1981), pp. 25-26
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