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Table 12-1

Some languages of the world*

Language

Principal geographic

Number of spedkers

subtamily Language areds where spoken trank tn purentheses)
INDO-EUROPEAN FAMILY (sce Figure 12-1)
Germanic Danish Denmark 5.000.000
Dutch Netherlands, [ndonesia 13.000.000
English North America, Great {2) 300,000,000
Britwin, Australia,
New Zealand
Frisian Northern Holland 400.000
Flemish Belgium 5.000,000
German Germany, Austria, (7} 100.000.000
Switzerland
Icelandic [celand 200.000
Norwegian Norway 4.300.000
Swedish Sweden 8.000.000
Yiddish (diffuse) 4,000.000
Latin Catalan Andorra, Spain 5.000.000
French France, Belgium, Switzer- (11)  75.000,000
tand. Canada ‘
Italian Italy, Switzerland (12)  60,000.000
Portuguese Portugal, Brazil (7) 100.000.000
Provengal Southern France 9.000.000
Spanish Spain, Latin America (3) 200.000,000
Celtic Breton Brittany (France) 1,000,000
Irish Ireland 500,000
Scots Gaelic Scotland 500.000
Welsh Wales 750,000
Hellenic Greek Greece, Cyprus 10,000,000
Baitic Latvian Latvia (USSR) 2,000,000
Lithuanian Lithuania (USSR) 3,000,000
Slavic Bulgarian Bulgaria 8.000.000
Czech Czechoslovakia 10.000.000
Macedonian Southern Yugoslavia 1,000.000
Polish Poland - (22) 35,000,000
Russian USSR (3) 200,000,000
Serbo-Croatian  Yugoslavia 15,000,000
Slovak Czechoslovakia 4,000,000
Slovenian Yugoslavia 1,500,000
Ukrainian Southwest USSR (20) 40,000,000

* Much of this data is from Ruhlen (1976). The number of speakers is the number
of native speakers. Languages such as Dutch/Flemish or Norwegian/Danish, which are close

enough to be considered dialects, are nonetheiess list

considerations. Similarly for Hindi/Urdu and Malay/Indonesian.

ed as separate languages out of political
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Table 12-1 Some languages of the world—continued

Language Principal geographic Number of speakers
subfamily Language areas where spoken {rank in parentheses)
INDO-EUROPEAN FAMILY (sce Figure 12-1)

Indo-Iranian Bengali Bangladesh, India (6) 110,000.000

Hindi Northern India 5) 180,000,000
Marathi Western India (17)  45,000.000
Persian Iran 25,000,000
Punjabi Northern India (13)  50,000.000
Urdu Pakistan (20)  40,000.000
Armenian Armenian Southwest USSR 4,000,000
Albanian Albanian Albania 4,000,000

OTHER THAN INDO-EUROPEAN

Language Principal geographic Number af speakers
Samily Language areas where spoken {rank in parentheses)
Afro-Asiatic Ambharic Ethiopia 8.000.000
(includes Arabic North Africa. Middle East  (7) 100,000.000
Semitic Berber Morocco 6.000.000
languages) Galla " Somaliland. Ethiopia 7,000,000
Hausa Northern Nigeria 6,000.000
Hebrew Israel 3,000.000
Somali Somalia 2.000,000
Altaic Japanese Japan (7) 100,000,000
Korean Korea (23)  34.000.000
Mongolian Mongolia 1.600.000
Turkish Turkey 24.000.000
Austro- Cambodian Cambodia 6.000.000
Asiatic Vietnamese Vietnam (26)  28.000.000
Austro-Tat Batak Sumatra 2,000.000
Chamorro Mariana Islands (Guam) 50.000
Fijian Fiji Islands 200.000
Hawaiian Hawaii 250
Indonesian Indonesia (13) 50,000,000
Javanese Java (17) 45.000.000
Lao Laos 10.000.000
Malagasy Madagascar 6.500.000
Malay Malaysia. Singapore 10.000.000
Maon New Zealand 100.000
Samoan Samoa 130,000
Tagalog Philippines 10,600,000
Tahitian Tahiti 66.000
Thai Thailand (24) 30,000,000
Caucasian Avar Southwest USSR 270,000
Georgian Southwest USSR 2,700,000
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OTHER THAN INDO-EUROPEAN —continued

Language Principal geographic Number of speakers
Jamily Language areas where spoken {rank in parentheses)
Dravidian Kannada Southwest India 22.000.900
Malayalam Southwest India 22.000.000
Tamil Southeast India, Sri Lanka (17)  45.000.000
Telugu Southeast India 13y 50.000.000
Niger- Efik Southeast Nigeria 2.000.000
Kordofaniant Ewe Ghana 1.700.000
Fulant Northeast Nigeria 8.000.000
lgbo Southeast Nigeria 6.000.000
Luganda - Uganda 1.500.000
Nupe Nigeria 325.000
Shona Rhodesia 118.000
Swahili East Africa 15,000,000
Twi Ghana, Ivory Coast 2,000.000
Yoruba Nigena 12.000.000
Zulu South Africa 2.000.000
Sino-Tibetan Burmese Burma 16,000.000
Cuntonese South China (Canton) 27.000.000
Hakka Southeast China (23)  30.000.000 -
Mandarn North China (1) 387.000.000
Taiwanese Formosa 15.000.000
Tibetan Tibet 4.000,000
Wu East central China (16)  46.000.000
Uralict Estonian Estonia (USSR) 1,000,000
Finnish Finland 5.000.000
Hungarian Hungary 12.000.000
Lapp Northern parts of Norway, 30,000
Finland, Sweden, USSR
Amerindian Principal geographic
Subfamily Language areas where spoken Number of speakers
Algonquian  Arapaho Wyoming 2,000
Blackfoot Montana 5,000
Cheyenne Montana 3.000
Cree Ontario (Canada) 62.000
Menomini Wisconsin 300
Ojibwa Ontario 40.000
Athapaskan Apache Oklahoma 10
Chipewyan Alberta (Canada) _ 5,000
Navajo Arizona 120,000
Sarsi Alberta 50

1 All languages given belong to the subfamily of Niger-Congo. Of these Swahili, Luganda,

Shona, and Zulu are Bantu languages.

+ All languages given belong to the subfamily Finno-Ugric. The other Uralic subfamily

is Samoyed,
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Table 12-1 Some languages of the world—continued

Amertndian Principal geographic
Subfamily Language areas where spoken Number of speakers
Iroquoian Cherokee Oklahema, North Carolina 10.000
Mohawk Northern New York 1.000
Mayan Maya Guatemala 300.000
Quechumaran Quechua Bolivia, Peru ; 6.000,000
(Incan) ’
Uto-Aztecan Hopi Northwest Arizona 4.800
Nahuatl (Aztec) Southern Mexico 1,000.000
Pima Southern Arizona 18.000
Yuman Dieguefio Southern Californta 183
Mohave Western Arizona 850

NOTE: Obviously, we have omitted thousands of languages. These are give_n merely to pro-
vide some examples of some of the languages in some of the language families and sub-
families.
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Major Language Groups of Furope

Key to map of Europe
D Germanic
ED] Romance
E Balto-Slavic
[} Greek

D Albanian
Celtic

[:] Armenian
Finno-Ugric
B Anaic
Caucasian

(Arlotto, p. 106)
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"Introduction to Historical Linguistics" ¢4 Anthony
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Balto-Slavic

Baltic T TT———_ Slavic
Latvian West South East
Lithuanian
Old Prussian
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Czech White Russian
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Kev for map of Africa

D Niger-Congo
Khoisan

Major Language Groups of Africa

Hamito-Semitic
. Semitic
D Berber
Chad
@ Cushitic

Familiar Languages

1

~

92

. Gulla 5. Tuareg 9. Yoruba
. Somali 6. Hausu 10. Swahili

. Ambharic 7. Wolof 11, Zulu

. Arabic 8. Tbo 12. Bushman
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b. Dutch Bul gari an
Engli sh
| ndonesi an

c. English Navaj o
Fl em sh
Per si an

d. Persian Serbo-Croatian
Arabi c
Bengal i

e. Russian Sl oveni an
Engli sh
Latvi an
Fi nni sh

f.  Hungarian Russi an
Fi nni sh
Twi

g. Wlsh French
Breton
Est oni an

h.  Spanish Engl i sh
Arabi c
Romanian

(Fromkin & Rodman @ 351-352)
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