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mfllimeters)  occum in the Greater  Khingan  w.
Luxuriant pine forests make these mountains ona
of the important timbwproducing regions of the
north. The western  part of the plateau, where rain-
fall is leas than 200 millimeters in most locales,
has a dry climate, with broadly scattered deserts.
Throughout most of Inner Mongolia, rainfall is
inadequate for farming, and irrigation is essential
for permanent field agriculture. Annual rainfall
varies greatly from year to year--a  characteristic of
continental interiors (Map III-113a).

Climate and landforms  combine to restrict agrf.
culture toafewareas(MapIII-113~).  Irrigated farm-
ing is practiced on the fertile plains near  the Yellow
River bend. The leading crops here are spring wheat,
kaoliang,  millet, oats, corn, linseed, soybeans, and
sugar  beets. Wheat and oats have the highest yields
on irrigated land. Millet and kaoling,  which are
drought-resistant crops, are  cultivated on nonirri-
@ted  land. Eighty percent of the agricultural pro-
duce is exported to other parts  of the country (Map
III-1131).

lNNER  MONGOLIAN
AUTONOMOUS REGION
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172

slope8  and lakeside steppes provide excellent pas-
tures (Map 111-128).

Animal  husbandry ia  an  important occupation in
Tibet, the yak being  the chief draft animal. Adapted
to a cold climate, it BBNB~ aa  a mean8  of transport,
and its long hair,  milk, fleeh,  and hide make it a very
US&d  animal  in the repion.  ,%&3p and  gOat8  11l@
also hnportant.

The ,tigh altitude, deep canyons, and cold cli-
mate of Tibet have impe$d  the development of a
transportation network. Tbe Chinese  government
has  expended  much energy in awattampt  to provide
better links between Tibet and China Proper. Roads
which have  been completed so far are  the Srechwan-
Tibet Highway (from Ya-an  in Szecbwan  to  Lhasa).
the Tsinghai-Tibet  Highway (from Hsi-ning  in Tsing-
hai  to Lhasa)  and the  Sinkiang-Tibet  Highway (from

- 35N
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Earl.&  and Later  Em Kynaetlep  (206 B.C.-220 A.D.1

"Curbing  commerce and streesiag  agr&culturen



183



184



185

Chins-chao  (Ch i nag-an)

200 A . D .



186



187



1 8 8



189



190



191
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