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9.2 :-B&a: general fatures.  The pan-handle region has been omitted. In all
essentials Burma  is the basin of the Irrawaddy:  it is practically surrounded by
mountain ranges making access di&ult  from all sides. The central and lower
basin, inhabited by the Burmans, forms Burma  Proper: it is the largest, most
populous, and most productive state in the Union. The five peripheral states
are inhabited by non-Burmans.  By forming a Union. Burma  has managed  to
maintain  its unity wbicb  after the Second World War seemed in danger  of
diiption.

ndul  : Robinson, Monsoon Asia, 1964,  P. 269.
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