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The Cat And The Mice

A lot of mice take over a house. A cat comes to the house. She catches
the mice one by one. So some of the mice hide in a hole. The cat cannot get
them. The cat hangs herself on a hook and pretends to be dead. The mice put
out their heads and say, “Even if you hang there and pretend to be dead, we will
still not walk close to you.

Moral: A clever person will nat be fooled twice.
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G019 2
The Burner Burnt

A fox had angered a farmer by the damage that it did. So when he
caught it he thought he would make it pay dearly. He tied some tow soaked in
oil to its tail and set fire to it. But some god made the fox go into its captor's
corn-fields, which were ready for reaping, and all he could do was to run after it,
lamenting the loss of his harvest.

This story is a lesson in humanity and a warning against uncontrolied

rage, which often does serious harm to those who give way to it.
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Gaotnefi 3

Now that the corn was planted, Pa built the missing half of the claim
shanty. One morning he laid the floor joists. Then he made the frame, and
Laura helped him raise it and hold it straight to the plumb line while he nailed it.
He put in the studding, and the frames for two windows. Then he laid the rafters

to make the other slant of the roof that had not been there before.
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Laura helped him all the time, Carrie and Grace watched, and picked up
every nail the Pa dropped by mistake. Even Ma often spent minutes in idieness,
looking on. It was exciting to see the shanty being made into a house.

When it was done, they had three rooms. The new part was two tiny
bedrooms, each with a window, Now the beds would not be in the front room
any more.

“Here's where we kill two birds with one stone,” said Ma. “We'll combine
spring housecleaning and moving.”

(31N Little Town on the Prairie by Laura Ingalls Wilder)
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The Swan And The Crow

A crow saw a swan swimming in a pond and was filled with envy.

“| wish | had white feathers like the swan,” he sighed. His feathers were
black and beautiful but they were not good enough for him. He wanted white
feathers. He watched the swan carefully, trying to understand why they were
different.

“The swan spends most of his time on the water, “ said the crow. “That
must be why his feathers are so white. | will live like a swan myself then
perhaps | will have white feathers too.”

The crow left the place where he had lived all his life, where he could find
the kind of food he liked, and went to live beside water. He bathed in the
riverside pools and washed his feathers many times every day. It didn't matter
how often he washed,
his feathers stayed as black as they had always been. He began to grow thin,
for although the food he found in the river suited the swans, it didn’t suit him. He
finally died of hunger and disappointment.

You may change your habits, but you cannot change your nature.

@AM udFL)
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l‘iladﬁ 2
The Dog And His Reflection
One day, a dog who was carrying a piece of meat in his mouth, came to
a stream. He was halfway across a narrow plank which reached from one bank
to the other, when he stopped. He saw his own reflection mirrored in the water

and shining up at him. Stupidly, he thought it was another dog.
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“That piece of meat is bigger than mine, “he thought. “I'll take that one!”
He dropped his own piece of meat in order to snatch the piece the other dog
had.

So the dog lost both pieces of meat, for the one he dropped was carried
away by the stream and, as the other was only a reflection of the first, that
disappeared too.

Be content with what you have.

@niimuday)
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In August, the days were so hot that Laura and Mary took their walks in
the early mornings before the sun had risen far. The air still had some freshness
then and it was not too hot to be pleasant. But every walk seemed like a little bit
of the last walk they would have together, for soon Mary was going away.

She was really going to college, that fall. They had looked forward, so
long to her going, that now when she really was going, it did not seem possible.
It was hard to imagine, too, because none of then knew what college would be
like; they had never seen one. But Pa had earn nearly a hundred dollars that
spring; the garden and the oats and the corn were growing marvelously, and
Mary really could go to college.

(37N Little Town on the Prairie by Laura Ingalls Wilder)
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