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6. What is the tone of this poem. Explain.

7. What kind of feeling is aroused in this poem?

America

Although she feeds me bread of bitterness,

And sinks into my throat her tiger's tooth,

Stealing  my breath of life, I will confess

I love this cultured, hell that tests my youth!

Her vigor flows like tides into my blood,

Giving me strength erect against her hate.

Her bigness sweeps my being like a flood.

Yet as a rebel fronts a king in state,

I stand. within her walls with not a shred

Of terror, malice, not a word of jeer.

Darkly I gaze into the days ahead,

And see her might and granite wonders there,

Beneath the touch of Time's unerring hand,

Like priceless treasures sinking in the sand.

&I: Richard Barksdale and Kenneth Kinnamon,  Black Writers of America

(New York: Macmillan, 1972), 496.

Questions

1. According to the poem, what is personified as "she?"

2. What kind of life does the poet live? How do the reader know?
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But looking at her falsely-smiling face,

I knew her self was not in that strange place.

&-I: Stewart Benedict, The Literary aide to the United States (New

York: Facts on File, 1981),  27-32.

Questions

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

8.

10.

What kind of place is depicted in this poem? And where is it’7

Who is depicted in this poem?

Point out the contrast between the natural and unnatural

elements.

Describe the Black girl in the poem.

What does the poet want to convey to his reader?

What represents natural beauty in this poem?

What are the man-made qualities in this poem?

why does the poet use the word “devoured?” What feeling or

image does it give7

Why does the Black girl have “falsely-smiling face?”

Explain the line “Grown lovelier for passing through a storm.”
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BLML &I.  The New Negro

We have tomorrow

Bright before us

Like a flame!

Yesterday, a night-gone thing

A sun-down name.

And down today

Broad arch above the road we came.

We march!

&i: Richard Barksdale and Keneth Kinnamon,  Black Writers of America

(New York: Macmillan, 19921, 576.

Questions

1. What type of poem is this?

11. How is it different from the poems of the former periods?

3. What does the poet want the black people to have? Why?

4. Explain the image of the New Negroes.
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