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% Sandra M. Gilbert and Susan Gubar. The Norton Anthology of Literature by

Women: the Tradition in English. New York and London, W.W. Norton & Company,

1985, 960-61.
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A woman supported by a man--wife or courtesan--is not emancipated from the male
because she has a ballot in her hand; if custom imposes |ess constraint upon her than
formerly, the negative freedom implied has no profoundly modified her situation; she
remains bound in her condition of vassalage. It is through gainful employment that
woman has traversed most of the distance that separated her from the male; and
nothing else can guarantee her /iberty in practice. Once she ceases to be a parasite,

the system based on her dependence crumbles; between her and the universe thereis

no longer any need for a masculine mediator.

Simone De Beauvoir

The Second Sex, 679
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