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Beijing Is Unhelpful 
By resuming missile tests in the sea off lafy force. The missile tests are a mminder 

Taiwan, China intends not only to intimidate of that threat 
the Taiwanese. I t  also means to warn other To protect Itself from this pressure. Tai- 
countries - that is, the United States - to w m  wants, among other things, to remind 
stay out of this quarrel. BothTaiwan and the the mst of the world that i t  exists. That i s  
United States have kept their responses in r Why Its president, Lee Teng-hui, wanted to 
[ow key Taiwan's prime minister issued a go toComell University inJthaca, New York, 
slatementnpeating the orthodox position that in June to make a speech, and why the 
them is only one China and that hoth'hiwan flintonadministration (pushed by Congress) 
and the mainland belong to it. In  Washing- permitted it. The Beijing government flew 
ton, the State Department commented that info a real fury. 
while the renewed tests do not helppsraand The tension i s  only lihzly to increase. 
stabitit); iii the region, lhey do not constitute Unfikc their pnsent prime minister, many 
any immediate threat toTaiwan. Taiwaneae do not accept Uw OneChina ide- 

U.S. policy has been to encourage the hvo ology even as a remote ideal. I n  recent years 
Chinas toworkout theirdirferences between these dissident voices have been getting 
themselves, without involving Washingbn. loudet. Taiwan is  now moving toward genu- 
But that i s  getting harder. The central Lssus is ine democracy, in part at American urging, 
the one-China assertion. I t  comes from the and next March for the fint time i t  will elect 
days when Taiwan was ruled by the defeated its president. Relations with the mainland will 
ChineseNationdirtarmy, whichclainied that certainly be a major issue. I f  a denlocratic 
one day i t  wollld sweep back to the mainland elecllon wen to give momentum to a move- 
in triumph In that sense both the Communisb ment for legal independence, the United 
in  Beijing and the Nationalists On the island Scstes would hardly be in a position to re- 
could a p e  that the country would evenN- maindetached and neuW u threats from the 
ally be reunified, although by that they meant mainland escalated. 
very different things. The importance of the Beijing has many resources at its com- 
one-china assertion i s  that i t  allows Beiji~ig mand Lo pursue peacefully i ts  future relatiolrs 
to claim that Taiwan belongs to it, like Hong with Taiwan. They do not i~iclude the mis- 
Yon& and any Taiwanese moveIoward legal siles that it is testing in the sea a few min- 
independence would constitute secession - utes' flight from Taipei. 
to which i t  has threatened to reply with mili- - THE WASHINGTON POST 

* 
th8ejrisfiuunuiqin lnternat~onal Herald Tribune. Hong Kong 
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- Preserving the Fish 
I t  i s  hard to believe that at nome point in 

the future then will not he enough fish in the 
sea lor those countries that depend upon them 
lor protein and lor the fishermen who nrake 
their living from them. But the truth i s  that 
the world's fisheries are in poor shape. The 
UN Food and Agricul mre Organization, once 
an ardcnt boosterol highly nlcchanized fleets 
that sweep up fish by the ton, now says that 
virtually every commerpial fish sp i es  is ei- 
ther declining or at serious risk 

I t  took a long time and a lot of work by 
environmental organizatiolls to get that lact 
across to the people who writs the laws of 
the 9ea But the truth has finallyrulikin. Lest 
Fiiday, after hvo years of protracted a ~ d  bit- 
ter negotiations, delegates from 1OOcountries 
meeting under the auspices of the United 
Narions approved the nnt  international treaty 

to regulate lishit~g on the high seas. 
\ This i s  not a perfect treaty. For one thing, 

it provides real safeguards lor only 20 per- 
cent o l  the ocean's lish stocks-so-called 
"straddling" fish that migrate lrom coastal 
waters to the high scas. I t  does not cover the 
far greater volume of lishing that occurs in 
territorial waters within each country's 200- 
mile "exclbsive econonlic zone." As the 
environmental goup Greenpeace has noted, 
then will still he. "too many bats chasing 
too iew l i s  h." 

Still, this was an action of signal im- 
portance, a rare moment of clarily, goodwill 
and common sensc among ir~trrnatio~ial bu- 
reaucrats. 

Gift of a Lifetime 
kfultimillion-dollar girts to American col- 

leges and universities have become almost 
routine. Bil l  and Camille Chby gave S2O 
million to Spclman College. Henry Rowan, 
who Fuds a manufacturing buniness, and his 
wile, Betty, gave 
$100 million to Glassborn Stdte College, 
which was then renamed Rowan College o l  
New Jeney The billionaire WalterAnnenbcrg 
gave $25 million to Harvard and $120 mil- 
lion to the University of Rnnsylvania. So 
why i$ i t  even noteworthy when Oseola 
hfcCany, an elderly black woman, donate# 
$150,000 to the University d Southern Mis- 
sissippi? 

In the case d bk. McCarty, i t  i s  the heart 
behind the gift and the liletime ofeffcd that 
went into it 

Ms. McCatty, now 87, earned her money 
washing clothes for people in her hametown 
o f  Hattiesburg. Mississippi, which is  also the 
home of the university, With no husband or 

- children, no travel or expensive hobbies to 

claim the dollars and change she earned, 8he 
just continued to save it up over the years. 
After taking out what she need8 to maintain 
harmodest lifeatylc, she i s  dcilating $19,000 
to the universityfdr~eholarships for blackstu- , 
dents. The University of Southern Mississippi 
was first ape& to blacks only 30 years ago. 

M8. McCany, whose one major regret in 
life i s  that she never finished school alter hav- 
ing todropout in the sixth grade, i s  living proof 
to impatient young people that dignity and 
reward in work I s  what you make of it. She 
exemplifies donors who struggled to achieve 
a measure of $bccess in one generation and 
then mach forward to help the neFt genera- 
tion. 

The fint recipientolone of Ms. MeCany's 
scholarships, Stephanie Bullock plans to ma- 
jor in business and has all but adopted her 
benelactor. She and subsequent scholarship 
winners can be grateful for a special gift from 
a special woman. 

- THE NEW YORK TICfES. 



It's   hail and 
SIR Hasn't p u r  writer L I icml  Brooke. 
get things a bit turned around i n  the ar- 

. 

ticle 'Bombs spared Allied invas~on of 
Thailand? 

According tothis writer Thailand was 
called Siam durine IVorld War 11. How- 
ever, the truth is?hat Siam was called 
Thailand during the war. I t  was Siarn be- 
fore the warsThailandduring it. After the 
war the country reverted to Siarn again 
for several ears. Some of us wish i t  were 
still 

Roger We19 

dN7: International Herald Trlbune, H ~ n g  Kong, 

Friday , August 18,1995 

LETTERS TO THE EDLI'I'OK 

The New Llberty 
In the old days, in the United States. 

'liberty" used to mean liberty. 
America was the world's standard- 
ka r r ro f  freedom: I n  1940, thousands 
of lamilies. including my own, were 
saved fran deportation by being al- 
lowed to immigrate lo the United 
Stalu; i n  1944, American troops were 
massively present at D-Day to return 
lmdom to Eump. 

But nowadays, it seems that liberty 
i n  America has mken ona new mean. 
ing. Liberty now mean8 what is in the 
best interest ofthe United Slates, be it 
morally good or bad. I n  Bosnia, hu- 
man liberties are trampled daily, but 
America will not move because its 
"vital interests" arc not involved. 

Without being too ironic, I might 
venture that, today, liberty i s  what 
looka best lor the rqelection of the 
cumnt psident. Liberty also means 
whatever congressional leaders must 
do to slay i n  office. 

Neither the president nor Congress 
aeems interested anymore in pmvid- 
ing monl leadership to the world and 
therefore liberty is shrinking lib a 
dead leal. 

Bosnian Serbs have been exter- 

minating men in mass lullings (though 
one is not absohrfely sure or the extent 
oilhe killings. since nobody is there to 
account for them: but then again, during 
World War 11, nobody was absolurely 
sure about German concentrntion camps 
until the war was over and witnesses 
were able to see them). But, apparently, 
the liberty o l  the world is not at slake 
hem - in fact i f  you go back farenough 
in time, you may find that Bosnian Mus- 
lims a n  no angela m d  Ullt Croatia was 
an ally of Hitler'a. Why shouldn't the 
crimes o l  the past excuse the crimes of 
today? 

If. some day when the war in Bosnia 
is over. Western demccraciec- are able to 
face themselves ill a mirror. i t  will be 
f int  and loremost thank to the global 
humanitarian eKort in Bosnia. 

But. as the situation recma to be 
evolving today, it will also be thank lo 
a new monl leadership- thatof Frnnce, 
its new president md  sovernment and 
citizens like AbbC Pierre, who have un- 
dens that you caanbt buy peacc by 
selling your soul. 

Somebody might ansnec People in 
glass houses 8hould not throw stones. 
And clearly France has a large speckin 
its own eye, since It plans to test nuclear 

weapons again 
But please, just think I P  France 

were attacked again, as i t  has been 
'mice in this century, would the new 
Anrerica run to help? 

No: The U.S. admin~stration 
might a r p e  that the freedom o l  
France, like the freedom or Bosnia, 
dms not concern the vilal interests of 
the United Slates. 

LIONEL SALEM. 
Paris 

An I d e a  
Regarding "Europe's Tobncco 

IVflrs: Cigarelre Firm Steps In" (June 
26): 

Instead of placing costly adver- 
tiseme~lts in newspapers, Philip Mor- 
ris would do better to contribute that 
money tocancer research. It i s  a rncdi- 
cal lact that smoking is a leading cause 
oP cancer in the world today. 

The money contributed by this 
company might help rind a cure lor 
this disease -which i n  turn might save 
the lives oP many of those 97 million 
people who smoke i n  the European 
Union today 

I'XI'RICIA R. CLARK. 
Paris. 



Editorial, "1s There a Sallta Claus?" 
One of the most famous editorials In American newspa- 
per history, written by Francis P. Church in response 10 a 
letter from a little girl named Virginia. The editorial 
appeared in the NEW YORK SUN December 21,1897 and 
for many years was wldely reprinted. It follows: 

We take pleasure in answering at once and 
thus prominently the communication below, 
expressing at the same time our great gratiti- 
cation that its faithful author is numbered 
among the friends of the Sun: 

Dear Editor: 
1 am eight years old. 
Some of my little friends say there 1s no 
Sante Claus. 
papa says "if you see it in the Sun It's 
SO." 
Please tell me the truth, is there a Santa 
Claus? 

I Virginia O'H~nlon 

115 West Ninety-fifth Street 
Virginia, your little friends are wrong. They hood fills the world would be extinguished. 

have been affected by the skepticism of a Not believe in Santa Claus! You might as 
skepticat 'age, They do not belleve except well not believe in fairies! You might get your 
they see. They think that nothing can be papa to hire men to watch in all the chimneys 
which is not comprehensible by their little on Christmas eve to catch Santa Claus, but 
r~lnds. All minds, Virginia, whether they be even if they did not see Santa Claus coming 
men's or children's, are little. In this great down, what would that prove? Nobody sees 
universe of ours man Is e mere insect, an ant. Santa Claus but that is no sign that there is no 
in his intellect, as compared wilh the bound- Santa Claus. The most real things in the world 
less world about him, as measured by the ate those that neither children nor men can 
intelligence capable of grasping the whole of see, Oid you ever see fairies dancing on the 
truth and knowledge. lawn? Of course not, but that's no proof that 

Yes, Virginia, there Is a Santa Claus. He they are not there. Nobody can conceive or 
exists as certainly as love and generosity and Imagine all the wonders there are unseen and 
devotion exlst, end you know that they unseeable in the world. 
abound and give to your Ill0 Its highest beauty You tear apart the baby's rat!le and see 
and joy. Alasl how dreary would be the world i f  what makes the noise inside, but there Is a 
there were no Santa Ciaus! It would be as. veil covering ths unseen world which not the 
dreary as if there were no Virginias. There strongest man, nor even the united strength 
Would be no chlldllke faith then, no poetry, no of all the strongest men that ever lived, could 
romance to make tolerable this existence. We tear apart. Only faith, fancy, poetry, love, ro- 
Should have no enjoyment except in sense mance, can push aside that curtain and view 
and sight. The eternal light with which child- and picture the supernal beauty and glory 

beyond, Is i t  all real? Ah, Virginia, in all this 
world there is nothing else real and abiding. 

No Santa Clausl Thank God! he lives, and 
\ he lives forever. A thousand years from now, 

Virginia, nay. ten times ten thousand years 
from now, he will cgntinue to make glad the 
heart of childhood 

Donald Paneth, The Encyclopedia of American 
Journalism (New York: Facts On File, 19831, 139. 



Tits auack on lcsnagt stttoldng e atready has laws prohibiting 
nes to minors, but they are no- 

PRESIDW Clinton has given the figh 
smoking just the push i t  needed the full backing The new plan would make i t  much harder for 
of the White hlouse for a regulatory campaign youngsters to get access to cigarettes. The ad- 
to curb the sale and promotion of cigarettes to ministration proposes to ban cigarette vending 
young people. machines and self-service racks of cigarettes. 
His proposals are aimed at the right target - thus allowing tiganttes to be sold only by clerks 

saving youth before they become hooked for lire - from behind the counler. - and would achieve that goal without limiting Stores would have to require proof that a cus- 
the free choice of adult smokers to use a lawful tomer is 18 beforesellingcigarettes. The manu- 
product. facturers, distributors and rerni lets would be held 

The only questionable element is restrictions responsible for any sales to minors. The sale of 
on advertising that appear to infringe the com- single cigarettes and partial packs or "kiddie 
rnercial free-speech rights of the industry. packs." a marketing device designed to attract 

I f  Republicans or tobacco-state senators in  youngsters with little cash. would be prohibited. 
Congress do not like the notion of regulatory in- The most troublesome proposals stem from a 
tervention. as many now complain, they have potentially overbroad effort to regulate the con- 
only their own failure to confront this urgent tent of advertising. thus infringing the rights of 
public health issue to blame. I t  would be farbet- the industry to promote a lawful product, 
ter if Congress itself joined the executive branch There is noquestion that seductive advertising 
in a vigorous effort to end the recruitment of a that glamorises those who smoke is an impor- 
million vulnerable youngsters every year into a Unt factor in recruiting young smokers. But ef- 
nicotine habitthatwill eventually kill a huge pro- forts to curbsuch messages in the name of pro- 
portion o f  them. tecting minors are most appropriately directed 

Theevidenaisoverwhelmingthat mostsmok- at advertisements aimed primarily at those mi- 
ers start during childhood and adolescence and nors, not at a larger adult audience. 
become addicted during the first years of tobacco Thus the administration may be on reasonnble 
use. Those who reach the age of 18 without us- ground in seeking to ban outdmr advertising 
ing tobacco products are highly unlikely to pick near schools and ploygrounds. But it is  prob- 
up the habit during adulthood. ably stretching too far to insist that all other 

c The question is how best to prevent young- outdoor advertising contain only black-and- 
stem from smoking. Clinton is quile right to say white text. with no pictures or colour allowed. 
that a voluntary approach by the tobacco indus- for those ads are aimed at adults as well. 
try will not work. There is simply too much Tobacco companies have already filed suit to 
money at stake to expect the industry lo make,a block thc FDA's asserted power to regulate nico- 
good-faith effort to cut offits supply of new cus- tine. and a coalition of advertisers have an- 
tomers. nounced plans to file suit against the curbs on 

A truly effective campaign to end smoking by toheck advertising. 
youngsters would virtually insure the demise of But ~vhotever the legal merits may be, there 
the industry. is no question that Clinton i s  on the right track 

Clinton has proposed a series of steps that de- in calling for the strongest federal effort yet to 
pend on the asserted power of the Food and Drug curb teenage smoking. 
Administration to regulate nicotine as i f  i t  wen The New York Times 

!UI : Bangkok Post, Saturday, August 12, 1995. 



Questions: 

1. What type of work is this? 

2. What is the main idea of this editorial? 

3. Is this editorial for or against President Clinton? 

4. What is the editor's in ocder'to prevent American teenagers' smoking? 

5. Comment the form of this editorial. I 



Poverty in America 
The gap between rich and poor in the ~mericanfamiliesa;erichonnvera~e, but 

United States is huge. That i s  reason enough povenydispropmionately affects the young. 
for some in Congress to light to preserve ash Abut  22 percent of American children live 
assistance, health insurance and child can in poverty, whilc only about 15 percent of 
benefits for the poor. But the majority seati- the general population i s  poor. One reason i s  
ment on Capitol Hill scenls to k that while that America leads in the pertenuge of fami- 
poor Americans might be falling behind tlieir lies run by single women. Also, social secu- 
neighban, they are well off by international rity has cutdow~l poveny among the elderly. 
standards. Not so, says a new study by a non- Another important reason behind child 
profit group iii Luxembourg. Poor children poverty i s  the lack of an adequate social 
in America an  wone off tlian poor childrcn safety net. hropean counhies provide tax 
in 15 of the 18 Western industrialized coun- credits, day care allotvanca or goverlunent- 
tries includcd in  the study. guaranteed support for poor families. But 

The annual incomes of tlie poorest 10 per- America i s  on the verge of dismantling food 
cent of families average atuut $19,000 in  stamps and cutting back hx  credits for the 
Switzerland, S14,000 in Canada, and only working poor at a time, the Luxembourg 
$1 1,000 in the United Statcs. Only Israel, at study shows, when i t s  poorare already suf- 
58,000, and Italy, at $7,000, lag behind the fering more tliall their counterparts in otlier 
United Stales. These figures include govern- iddustrial nations. 
ment benefits like food stanlps and adjust for One out of every hve American rhildren 
differences in family size and coasumer is  poar. Congrcss must take care not to make 
prices. But because the data exclude govern- their plight wone. Judging from the experi- 
ment-provided health insurance, the United ence of America's allies, their condition is 
Stales may rank even worse than the num- reversible. 
ben indicate. - THE NEIY YORK TIiUB. 

dul  : International Herald Tribune, Hong Kong. 

Wednesday, August 16, 1995. . 



Questions: 

1. What happens in America today? 

2. What should the Congressmen do to fight for the poor? 

3. Why are the poor people in America worse off than the poor people in other 

countries? 

4. How did the editor feel for the poor in America? 

5. How did European countries help their poor people? 

6. What did the editor request-the Americar government to do for the poor in America? 

7.' Cite the editor's suggestion for this matter? 



1. Traffic congestion ( i l~~ ln l~ '9~18~~( i lu ' ( i l )  

2. The Restoration of Social order (nl~fi(jlfr1~eJ~~~na.I) 

3. Thai Teenagers and Drugs (%flneJb~zu7Lmftm) 

4. Should Mobile Phones in Cars Be Banned? (lnfeiwliiisiislufnna~f?nviiu 

'la~a.I) 
5. Thai Economy (~+ l fw~f i~!? I~)  

6. Children's Programs on N (s7~n17L6nni~~~f~+l6) 




