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Her life of devotion and sacrifice is etched In our memory

Her Royal Highness the Princess Mother was like a grandmother, the balowed
grendmaother, to wea, tha Thai peopla,

Afthough she was a member of the Royal Family, almost her entire e was
devotad to the people, particularly the underprivilaged, the poor, the sick and the
disabled who live in rural sreas.

Her physical frailty and old age befied her unwavering determination and
seamingly Inexhaustible energy to work for the good of the people. Many women of her
age would have remained at home spending a peaceful and passive life.

But she did nol. Even ai the age of 80, she was sean walking up and down
mountain frails viaiting hilltribe people or climbing In and out of & helicopter during visits
to isclated areas. On some occasions durng rainstorms, she did not show any sign of
faar and couragacushy took a helicopter ride while others were reluctant.

While our civilizafion seems fo be buit upon the pursuil of saff-interest, the
FPrincass Maother did just the opposite. Not with words, but with deeds. She quisty
preached selllessness, love and care with & kind heart evan bigger than an oosan.

The seamingly tireless Princess Mother went from place to place, handing out
bankets, food and cther assential items to the neady and those in a desttute condition
like an attentive, caning mather.
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Childran have always been her focus of care and attention, Wherevar she want
on visits, there wera always toys on hand to be distributed 1o the kids who mostly did
not have the luxury fo own even a toy. s

Only recently when she was stricken with sickness was she forced to suspend
her civic activitkes, !

To compile the whole s of her charitable activities could prove an enormous
task.

One such activity which is very baneficial o sick rural inhabitants and which is
worthy of high praise is the voluntear doctor progaram. Counthess pabients, many of
whom had never seen a doclor bafore, were given free medical. treatment.

The very sick were taken to provincial-hospitals at her own expense. Basic
haath care was also infroduced to rural inhabitanis by the madical teams.

Those who had seen her at work would wonder where she acquired the energy
and the will which did not seem to diminish with the passing of me, Some would ask
why sha gave so much, but barely took anything in refurn othars might wondear why she
had to do such things and not keave them to the officials concerned,

The anawer parhaps fes in har bonding with, lowa for and dedication fo her
pecple which s in the same footsteps as His Malesty the King.

The Princess Mother was an extracrdinary woman and a model mother. She
axemphified the rare breed of people who put seff-inferest and parsonal comfort behind
the interests of the country and a betier livelihood of the impoverished people.

The death yesterday of the Princass Mother is, indeed, a great loss not only to
this country and its psopée, but aiso to all the civilized communities. We deeply moum
her passing and share the deap sorrow of the people in this country.

Tha always attentive and caring motherly figure which characterized the
Princess Mother will be missed by all of us, especially the impoverished rural
inhabitants and those who wene close 1o her,

9N Bangkok Post July 19,1986
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Reforestation project must sof realistic goal

AGRICULTURE Permanent Secretary Sommai Surakul's recent admission that the
reforestation programme to commemarate (ha 50" annivarsary of His Majesty the King's
accession to the throne has fallen short of ita five milllon ral 1aget was hardly surpriging.
Parhaps the only surprise was that the admisgion was made now and not some yoars
hack,

Mo one doubted the noble cause of this project when it was initiated by then
deputy agriculture minister Suthep Thueksuban as a tribute from the Government and
the Thal peopks to their beloved monarch, Suppor for the programme from the private
sactor has bean overwhelming and enthusiastic. Two cases in point are the Petroleum
Authority of Thalland and the Electricity Genarating Authority of Thalland. Both have
agreed to reforest [arge plots of deforested land.

However, there was- and still remains- an element of doubt about the project
which earller lad to the withdrawal of saveral environment organisations form project
While woicing unwavering suppor for the reforestation project, these NGOs have strong
resarvations sbout the target set for reforestation -five million ral- which was deemed to
be unrealistic, They questioned how the Forestry Department would be able to find five
million rai of uninhabited land in consarved forest for reforestation purposes.

Tha project wenl ahead anyway, even withoutl the active participation of tha
MEOe, and what eventually transpired confirmed what the NGE0s had suspecied all
along. It was found that five million rai of land which would mest the criteria auch as
being deforadied, localed in conserved forest and uninhablted, were nol on the maps of
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the Foresiry Depariment and aciual fisld surveys would be nesded to verity whather the
land really would he available, .

There were numercus reported cases in northem provinces of reforestation
being underaken by foresiry officials In areas occupled for decades by rural villagers.
There wera incidents of forests in the natural process of rehabilitation being levelled o
the ground to pave the way for reforestation In several faraway mrthﬂmﬁm willages.
Moraover, there were complaints of poor quality saplings provided by the depariment
from the private sector. And above all, there were various plots planted with young.
Saplings which were |aft fo wither in the sun-.and die memly because there was no
manpower (o tend 1o the reforested plots

Farestry officials have been put under heavy pressure 1o meet the tamst sat by
politicians who, apparently, are mindful of fulfiling their ambition without taking into
account the harsh reality of the situation, Mot only is there insuffclent land o meet the
crderia for reforesialion, bul alss capabiity of the Forestry Depariment to fulfil the
project in & short period is wery much in doubt: Yel these serous shoflcomings were
just swept undar the carpal,

Reforestation does nol just mean putting any plants in the ground and letting
them grow naturally without proper care, Young saplings, pariicularly those which are
not indigenous species, are unikely to sunvive the harsh weather H they are left
unatended or unwalered. And given the Forestry Deparment's well-known manpower
shortage problam, it is doubtful how many reforested plots have, so far, survived.

Why five million rai in the first place? The only guess is that the figure 5 is an
auspecious figure which matches numencally with the 50" anniversary, As such, a
minister's wish did not nesd to ba realistic nor be quesiionad because of s noble
CluRE,

Indeed, it would be good for this country if five million rai of deteriorated forest
of wasteland could be reforested. Bul the harsh reality is that this overlyambitious
target which was not based on facts and reslity s unlikely to be ettained without mare
poor paople being forced out of their land or more forests being sacrificed.

Instead of irying to fulfil an unrealistic target and producing shoddy work as s
likely to be the case, the Forestry Department showld be more realistic and revise its
targel downwards, With its available resources and with overwhalming popular suppaor
for the project, the deparment would be able to produce something truly worthwhile that
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would not only bafit such an auspicious occasion, butl which would also greatly benefit
the country in (hl lofg fuum,

TN Bangkok Post, July 13, 1835,
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Vermont's blanket of colours

in New England, the northesstern part of tha United Slates, the fall months
ate the most colourful. The small state of Varmont in parficular draws thousands of
vlalors to view jts spectacular autumn foliage.

The thousands uppon thousands of trees dofting the couniryside in mosthy-rural
Warmont turn bright colours as their saves transform from the deep and bright greans
which colour the states mountains and vallays during the surmmer.

The native Yermaontars call the thousands of fall visitors "Leaf Peekers," and the
term ig an appropriate one to desscribe the tourisis who, cameras in hand, make thalr

way through Vermont's byways and villages.
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Tha small two-lane roads that wind through the rural countryside from north to
south and from east to west are crowded with thousands of tourists “peeking™ at the
leaves from the windows of their cars and countless tour buses.

Along these roads, and in the mountaing and valleys, the thousands upon
thousands of trees which in the spring and summer are covarad with bright and vivid
greens are fransformed as if by maglc into the vibrant colours of fall-yellow, orage red,
and many hues in betwesan.

The wheols countryside becomes as brighl as an artist's pakatte.

This spestacular show of colour is such a draw for visitors that tour companies
from oifver states offer "Fall Foliage Tours,” which traverse from one end of the siate to
the athar,

Across the siate, the leases do notfum el st once, allowing for extended follage
viewing. Morthern Varmont's colours change first, and as the days and weeks go by,
tha folilage changes move south,

Printad visitor guide pamphlats which are distributed a1 businesses and In holeis
and restaurapts throughout the siale advertise a "Fofiage Hofline,” where "Leaf
Peakers® can get 24-hour information on fall foliage conditions and faam whera the
most colourfd spole are at any glven time.

Cne of the most colourful routes In Vermont in the autumn is Highway 100,
which bagins at the very bottom of tha state near tha small vilage of Wilmingtan.

This long and narmow foad, often mountainous, winds s way north though other
small rural communities with such gualn! names as Wardsboro, Londonderry,
Proctorviile, Weston, Sherburne, Stockbridge, Waitsfield, and Waterbury, Highway 100
passes through the ski rescs illage of Stowe and other areas up fo the southem
Canadlan border and the Provinca of Quabac.

Along this route, you pass through small vilages whose sireeta lined with
colourful trees, bright red farmhouses, small lakes lke Eche lake, and through the
sprawiing Grean Mountain Mational Foresst, The scenary is breathiaking.

On historic Route TA, another north-south thoroughfare, the colourfd leaves are
abundant as you move through the small villages and towns of Shaftsbury, Adington
and nearby East Arlingion, Manchaster, and Easi Dorset 1
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The mountain road along the Mally Atark Trad, or Route 9, from Bannington to
Erattleboro, provides additional brilliant colours to those who come fo varmant in saarch
of spactacular follage.

Fall i & special season in this picturesque New England state, and the
thousends who venture here each year are naver disappainted.

By Don Flamm
Bangkok Fost June 30, 1984,
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