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(Precis Writing - Argument and Persuasion) 

... 
1. fl11~l1~1fl!IBH1UL tlfJUtJ'l':;LJll1 argument ua:; persuasjon 

2. argument ua:; persuasior 

2.1 facts 

2. 2 personal opinion 

2.3 emotion and tone 

2. 4 use of questions 

... I .._ fl .. II .11 t .. 
1. 01'l'LtlflUfl~fl11~'l':;LJll1LLftfl~fl11~flflLl1U {n~1U l11~lU~U11~U ~ 
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011LDflU~ft1~11Dft1tlfl11~ftflLUL;~~LflL;~~..,U~ ~fl1~011~ , !la~RLDflUlfl ;~L;fl011 · ' ~ 

generalization 
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· LL~~ persuasion 
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efaul6 \ 

I 
The worst feature in most educational systems is the ol~-

fashioned examination. Exaninatians are uns01ll"d and indefensible~ 

They do not really test a stuient 1 s intelligence. They test only\ how 

well he has remembered or memorized a mass of facts. Besides, ex~iners 
II 
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can be very subjective in their marking. Stuients whose views do 

not happen to be the same as the exaniner 1 s will therefore suffer. 

There is also the fact that sane st\Xlents perform better uriier 

ordinary circumstances than in an exanination hall. Sometimes, too, 

less bright stooents 1 spot' questions. If they are lucky, they can 

do very well. But is this real intellig'ence? It is, therefore, 

extrem~ly unfair that some better students should be given a certi-, . 

ficate that in no way reflects their true abilities. 

(about 120 words) 

II • ., ' ., 1" .. . " " IS ~ .. 
~:: L ~U11!1ilfl11J.I!I"N\JUUUL !ltJU,tfL 'MflUfm·UUW\J,Ufl1'H!ItJU!IS ~L tl1 L tfU 

., "' ' . ' ' IS 
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II II II II II II I 
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II II f 

ft~1!1il~NL;tJUlfl~;~ ~ 'M1fl1~ v . 

" N~ft11J.Ift1J.I11aLitJ'MOftU v , 

~ 

Possible precis writing 

The writer oorrmented that one of the bed ·things in most 

educational systems is the old fashiooed exanination which tends to 

test the st\Xleints 1 memorization rather than to 'test their intelli

gence. He also said that a stu:ient is given a certificate that 

does not always mean that he is intelligent. (about 48 words) 

74 EN 405 



The writer gives many reason~ why the old-fashioned 

nation is a bcrl thing in educational systems. First, it tends t 

test students• memorization rather than to test their e. 

Second, the examiner• s grcding is very subjective. Third, stude ts • 

nervousness in the examination hall may cause them not to do the test 

well. And fourth, it can let some students guess what the quest ons 

in the test are going to be. -(about 68 words) 

I II II II II II I 
... q 
"'lfl i/1 \1\1 2 ft1\lft1\IU HLtiHUlPIUftfl\lfl'l1~flflL~U110 1t~U 

v 
I I 

l1~11PI'l1L~Ua\IU
11

\IftU~1al~ 

SHOULD MILrrARY SERVICE BE COMPULSORY? 

Military service is compulsory in most countries of the 

world. In some European countries all citizens are required to 

spend two years full-time in the army, air force or navy from the 

age of eighteen and to continue to train on a part-time basis 

throughout their adult lives to be ready in case of war. In oth 

countries, notably Britain and the United States, military servic 
I is not compulsory. 

In this essay I intend to look 

and against compulsory military service. 

the arguments in its favour. 

at sane of the arguments ~or 
First I want to look at 

I think there are three main points in support of compul 
' sory military service. Firstly, all countries need a military for e. 

This force defends all the citizens in times of war and therefore 

all citizens should make some contribution. The second point is a 1. 

practical one. If a country in unable to attract enough volunteer~ 

I 
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to the military service then it cahnot operate an effective defence. 

The third and most often mentioned point is that military service 

is a good discipline for young people - it teaches them practical 

and social skills and encourages them to take responsibility for 

themselves and others. A society with compulsory military service 

is therefore a better soc~ety. 

The main ~ts against are to do with individual free

dom. Many people question the value of a young person breaking his 

or her career or education in order to learn how to kill. 

In my opinion, military service should not be compulsory, 

but some kind of Useful soci~l service should be. That is, all 

young people should be required either to do military service or 

to work with discdvantaged groups in the comnuni ty - for example, 

with those in hospitals, old people's homes, special schools. This 

experience would be valuable to the community and would also build 

a sense of responsibility in the individual. However, whether a 

person chooses military or community service, their commitment should 

be part-time so that education and career are not interrupted. I 

also think that all young people should be involved ~ male and 

·female. 

From Perspectives by Andy Hopleins p. 70 
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1. L~~U21Uft11~3L~a~011L~U~~11Da~1~1~L~fl lft~,~~a~a~L~U-

z. l'lfta~Naf1uatNtH~~!Ja~n,,L ~u~~,, 
v 

"' a I' u 
3. LLflft~ft11~tlfl L ~Uft1Ufl1 

,. . 
Possible precis writing 

The writer begins his .writing by telling that military 

service is compulsory in some countries while it is not in many 

other cotintries. ~ut he thinks that military service is both 

advantageous and discdvaritageous to people. Military service forms 

a military force to protect all people when the country is at war. 

Good military service effects good defence. Moreover, military 

service also trains p~le to 1have discipline. However, military 

service makes people disadvantageous. It makes them have no free

dom, stops them from following.their career or continuing their 

education. 'rt also teaches them how to kill people. The writer 

suggests that doing social service is as goed as military service. 

Thus I people should have freedom in choosing either to enter mili

tary service or to do social service, but both should be part-time. 

• 
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The writer thinks that military service should not 

compulsory. Social service which can train young people to h 

sense of responsibility is another choice that they can chaos 

instead of military service. But both should be part-time. 

1. In the last ten years people everywhere have become 

EN 405 

more aware of the dangers of smoking. While it userl t 

associated with glamour it is now considered a dirty h it. 

In most countries smokers are separated from non-smoke in 

public places, while in some countries, particularly th 

United States, smoking is forbidden in public places s h 

as theatres, cinemes, and trains. 

I think smoking in public places ought to be forbidd~n 

because everyone knows that it is harmful to the health and 

can cause even non-smokers to develop lung cancer and h art 

disease. 
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II._ fl II II : 

S1U~flftLWUq10!efl11~11~~1~U 

II II 

U~1ft1Ul~L~aa main idea 

L ~ll~h::tllflL ftll1 

2. It is obvious that it is a couple's responsibility to sort out 

how their children are going to be cared for. there is no 

harm in employing a childminder to look after children. Indeed, 

I think children can be better brought up by a good childminder 

than by their own parents. 

3. It's unfair that in some couples both peopl~ work while in 

others both are unemployed. I think t.hat in any family unit 

one parent should stay at home with the children and one should 

work, and I don't think it matters which is which. 

4. Watching violence on television is beneficial and helps decrease 

violent behaviour because viewers get rid of some of their own 

aggressive impulses thrOUJh viewing and thereby reduce the like

lihood that they will perf~ aggressive acts. 

80 

Violence on television is different from real violence in that 

it is heavily :ritualis~. We know, as we approve of the death 

of the villain under a hail of police bullets, that we would 

not approve in the same way if a real-life villain were shot 

in front of us in real life. 

A number of cases have been reported of young children or 

teenagers duplicating a violent act previously seen on tele

vision. In fact, in one instance, the parents of a victim took 

legal action against a TY network, claiming that a programme 
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sha.m during the hours when children were watching was respoosfle 

for a brutal attack on their 9 year old daughter. The three yr

sters responsible admitted that they had copied the method of 

assault shown on the programme. 

I have read about studies which indicate that exposure to viol ce 

in the context of a TV drama decreases emotional respoosiveness to 

real-life aggression in news films in both children and adults. 

Possible Answers 

I 

t " "" 0 " LL'l.J1J~11.J main idea LL~~tJ~ ~ ~t"l~\J1J~1i1.J'VIfl1!!Y t') 

1. Though smoking is either allowed or forbidden in many publit 

places, the writer thinks that it should be forbidden. h:!c ing 

to the writer, not only is smoking dangerous to the health, 't 

is also considered a dirty habit. 

~~ULLI'l main idea - ,, __ ..;,;..;;.=...;;;;.=..; 

Since smoking is both dangerous to the health and considered a 

dirty habit, it should be forbidden in public places. 

Smoking should not be allowed in public places because it is 

harmful to the health and can be considered a dirty habit. 
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Possible Answers 

2. It is not necessary for parents to bring up their own children 

if they can find a gocxi governess to do this duty for them. 

If parents can find ~eone else to look after their children, 

they will not be needed to bring them up themselves. 

Parents do not have to bring up their own children if they can 

find someone to do this for them. 

3. One who is suppossi to take care of children at home can be 

either a father or a mother if he or she does not work out. 

82 

If a fathe~ or a mother does not work out, he or she may stay 

at home with the children. 

A father or a mother who does not work out must stay at home 

to take care of children. 
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4. According to the writer, watching violence on televisioo s 

beneficial because it decreases violent behavior. Sane vi lent 

acts becane good lessoos for viewers -- for example, when 

villain is shot dead by the police. Many viewers will not want 

to lead their lives like the villain they see oo T.V. whil sane 

researchers have claimed that many children copied the met 

violence seen on T. V, many stl.Xiies indicate that violent ts 

either shown on drama or films oo T.V. can reduce aggressi 

in both children and adults • 

... 
rf ltl main idea ~U:l1 ~ L fl~ 'l 

Watching violence on television can reduce violent behavio in 

both children and adults • 

.. 
l118 

It is beneficial far children and adults to watch violence n 

television because their own violent behavior will be reduced. 

-
Children and adults can reduce their violent behavior if th y 

watch violence on television. 
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