not a sngle advantage is derived. Our corn will fetch its price in any market in Europe,
and our imported goods must be paid for buy them where we will.

But the injuries and disadvantages which we sustain by that connection, are with-
out number; and our duty to mankind a large, as well as to oursdlves, indruct us to
renounce the aliance: because, any submission to, or dependance on, Grest Britain, tends
directly to involve this Continent in European wars and quarrels, and set us a variance
with nations who would otherwise seek our friendship, and against whom we have neither
anger nor complaint. As Europe is our market for trade, we ought to form no partia
connection with any part of it. It is true interest of America to steer clear of European
contentions, which she never can do, while, by her dependance on Britain, she is made
the make-weight in the scale of British politics.

Europe is too thickly planted with Kingdoms to be long at peace, and whenever a
war bresks out between England and any foreign power, the trade of America goesto ruin,
because of her connection with Britain.  The next war may not turn out like the last, and
should it not, the advocates for reconciliation now will be wishing for separation then,
because neutrdity in that case would be a safer convoy than a man of war. Everything
that is right or reasonable pleads for separation. The blood of the dain, the weeping voice
of nature cries. ‘TIS TIME TO PART. Even the disance a which the Almighty hath
placed England and America is a strong and natura proof that the authority of the one
over the other, was never the design of Heaven. The time likewise a which the Conti-
nent was discovered, adds weight to the argument, and the manner in which it was
peopled, encreases the force of it. The Reformation was preceded by discovery of
America As if the Almighty gracioudy meant to open a sanctuary to the persecuted in
future years, when home should afford neither friendship nor safety.

The authority of Grest Britain over this continent, is a form of government, which

sooner or later must have an end: And a serious mind can draw no true pleasure by looking
forward, under the painful and pogtive conviction that what he cdls “the present

EN 370 261



conditution” is merdly temporary. As parents, we can have no joy, knowing that this
government is not sufficiently’ lagting to ensure any thing which we may bequeath to

posterity: And by a plain method of argument, as we are running the next generdion into
debt, we ought to do the work of it, otherwise we use them meanly and pitifully. In order
to discover the line of our duty rightly, we should take our children in our hand, and fix

our gtation a few years farther into life; that eminence will present a prospect which a few
present fears and prejudices conced from our sight.

Though | would carefully avoid giving unnecessary offence, yet | am inclined to
believe, that al those who espouse the doctrine of reconciliation, may be included within
the following descriptions.

Interested men, who are not to be trusted, weak men who cannot see, prejudiced
men who will not see, and a certain set of moderate men who think better of the European
world than it deserves, and this last class, by an ill-judged ddiberation, will be the cause
of more caamities to this Continent than al the other three.

It is the good fortune of many to live distant from the scene of present sorrow; the
evil is not sufficiently brought to their doors to make them fed the precariousness with
which al American property is possessed. But let our imaginations trangport us a few
moments to Boston; that seat of wretchedness will teach us wisdom, and ingtruct us for
ever to renounce a power in whom we can have no trust. The inhabitants of that unfortu-
nate city who but a few months ago were in ease and affluence, have now no other
dternative than to stay and Starve, or turn out to beg. Endangered by the fire of their
friends if they continue within the city, and plundered by the soldiery if they leave it, in
their present Stuation they are prisoners without the hope of redemption, and in a generd
attack for their relief they would be exposed to the fury of both armies.

Men of passve tempers look somewhet lightly over the offences of Great Britain,
and, till hoping for the best, are apt to call out, Come, come we shall be friends again for

262 EN 370



dl this. But examine the passons and fedings of mankind: bring the doctrine of recon-
ciliaion to the touchstone of nature, and then tell me whether you can heresfter love,
honour, and faithfully serve the power that hath carried fire and sword into your land? If
you cahnot do al these, then are you only deceiving yoursdves, and by your delay
bringing ruin upon posterity. Your future connection with Britain, whom you can neither
love nor honour, will be forced and unnaturd, and being formed only on the plan of
present convenience, will in a little time fdl into a relgpse more wretched than the firg.
But if you say, you can Hill pass the violations over, then | ask, hath your house been
burnt? Hath your property been destroyed before your face? Are your wife and children
dedtitute of abed to lie on, or bread to live on? Have you lost a parent or a child by their
hands, and yoursdf the ruined and wretched survivor? If you have not, then are you not a
judge of those who have. But if you have, and can 4ill shake hands with the murderers,
then are you unworthy the name of husband, father, friend, or lover, and whatever may be
your rank or title in life, you have the heart of a coward, and the spirit of a sycophant.

This is not inflaming or exaggerating metters, but trying them by those fedings
and affections which nature judtifies, and without which we should be incapable of dis-
charging the socid duties of life, or enjoying the fdicities of it. | mean not to exhibit
horror for the purpose of provoking revenge, but to awaken us from fata and unmanly
dumbers, that we may pursue determinately some fixed object. ‘Tis not in the power of
Britain or of Europe to conquer America, if she doth not conquer hersdf by dday and
timidity. The present winter is worth an age if rightly employed, but if lost or neglected
the whole Continent will partake of the misfortune; and there is no punishment which
that man doth not désewe be he who, or what, or where he will, that may be the means

of sacrificing a season S0 precious and useful.

“Tis repugnant to reason, to the universa order of things, to dl examples from
former ages, to suppose that this Continent can long remain subject to any externd power.
The most sanguine in Britain doth not think so. The utmost stretch of human wisdom
cannot, at this time compass a plan, short of separation, which can promise the continent
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even a year's security. Reconciliation is now a falacious dream. Nature hath deserted
the connection, and art cannot supply her place. For, as Milton wisely expresses, “never
can true reconcilement grow where wounds of deadly hate have pierced so deep.”

Every quiet method for peace hath been ineffectud. Our prayers have been
rgected with disdain; and hath tended to convince us that nothing flatters vanity or
confiis obgtinacy in Kings more than repested petitioning and nothing hath contributed
more than that very measure to make the Kings of Europe absolute. Witness Denmark
and Sweden. Wherefore, since nothing but blows will do, for God's sake let us come to

a fina separation, and not leave the next generaion to be cutting throats under the
violated unmeaning names of parent and child.

To say they will never atempt it again is idle and visonary; we thought so & the
reped of the slamp act, yet a year or two undeceived us; as well may we suppose that
nations which have been once defeated will never renew the quarrd.

As to government matters, ‘tis not in the power of Britain to do this continent
judtice: the business of it will soon be too weighty and intricate to be managed with any
tolerable degree of convenience, by a power so distant from us, and so very ignorant of us;
for if they cannot conquer us, they cannot govern us. To be dways running three or four
thousand miles with atde or a petition, waiting four or five or live months for an answer,
which, when obtained, requires live or sx more to explain it in, will in a few years be

looked upon as folly and childishness. There was a time when it was proper, and there is
a proper time for it to cease.

Small idands not capable of protecting themsalves are the proper objects for gov-
ernment to take under their care; but there is something absurd, in supposing a Continent
to be perpetudly governed by an idand. In no ingance hath nature made the satelite
larger than its primary planet; and as England and America, with respect to each other,
reverse the common order of nature, it is evident that they belong to different systems.
England to Europe America to itsdf.
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| am not induced by motives of pride, party, or resentment to espouse the doctrine
of separation and independence; | am clearly, positively, and conscientioudy persuaded
that it is the true interest of this Continent to be so; that every thing short of thet is mere
patchwork, that it can afford no laging feicity,-that it is leaving the sword to our
children, and dhrinking back a atime when a little more, a little further, would have
rendered this Continent the glory of the earth.

As Britain hah not manifested the least inclination towards a compromise, we
may be assured that no terms can be obtained worthy the acceptance of the Continent, or
any ways equd to theexpence of blood and treasure we have been aready put to,

The object contended for, ought aways to bear some just proportion to the ex-
pense. The removd of North, or the whole detestable junto, is a matter unworthy the
millions we have expended. A temporary stoppage of trade was an inconvenience, which
would have sufficiently balanced the reped of dl the acts complained of, had such repeds
been obtained; but if the whole Continent must take up arms, if every man must be a
soldier, ‘tis scarcely worth our while to fight agang a contemptible ministry only.
Dearly, dearly do we pay for the reped of the acts, if thet is dl we fight for; for, in a just
esimation ‘tis as great a folly to pay a Bunker-hill price for law as for land. As | have
aways consdered the independency of this continent, as an event which sooner or later
must arrive, so from the late rapid progress of the Continent to maturity, the event cannot
be far off. Wherefore, on the bresking out of hodtilities, it was not worth the while to
have disputed a matter which time would have findly redressed, unless we meant to be
in earnest: other wise it is like wasting an edtate on a auit a law, to regulate the
trespasses of a tenant whose lease is just expiring. No man was a warmer wisher for a
reconciliation than mysdf, before the fatd nineteenth of April, 1775, but the moment
the event of that day was made known, | rgjected the hardened, sullen-tempered Pharaoh
of England for ever; and disdain the wretch, that with the pretended title of FATHER OF
HIS PEOPLE can unfedingly hear of ther daughter, and composedly deep with ther
blood upon his soul.
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But admitting that matters were now made up, what would be the event? |
answer, the ruin of the Continent. And that for severa reasons.

Fird. The powers of governing gill remaining in the hands of the King, he will
have a negative over the whole legidation of this Continent. And as he hath shown
himsdf such an inveterate enemy to liberty, and discovered such a thirst for arbitrary
power, is he, or is he not, a proper person to say to these colonies, Y ou shal make no
Jaws but what I please!? And is there any inhabitant of America so ignorant as not to
know, that according to what is caled the present condtitution, this Continent can make
no laws but what the king gives leave to; and is there any man so unwise as not to see,
that (congdering what has happened) he will suffer no law to be made here but such as
auits his purpose? We may be as effectudly endaved by the want of laws in America, as
by submitting to laws made for us in England. After matters are made up (asiit is caled)
can there be any doubt, but the whole power of the crown will be exerted to keep this
continent as low and humble as possible? Ingtead of going forward we shal go backward,
or be' perpetudly quarrelling, or ridiculoudy petitioning. We are dready greater than the
King wishes us to be, and will he not hereafter endeavor to make us less? To bring the
meatter to one point, Is the power who is jealous of our prosperity, a proper power to
govern us? Whoever says No, to this question, is an Independant for independency means
no more than this, whether we shdl make our own laws, or, whether the King, the
greatest enemy this continent haih, or can have, shal tdl us there shdl be no Jaws but
such as| like.

But the King, you will say, has a negative in England; the people there can make
no laws without his consent. In point of right and good order, it is something very
ridiculous that a youth of twenty-one (which hath often happened) shdl say to severd
millions of people older and wiser than himsdf, “I forbid this or that act of yours to be
law.” But in this place | decline this sort of reply, though | will never cease to expose the
absurdity of it, and only answer that England being the King's residence, and America
not so, makes quite another case. The King's negative here is ten times more dangerous
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and fatd than it can be in England; for there he will scarcdy refuse his consent to a hill

for putting England into as strong a state of defense as possible, and in America he would
never suffer such abill to be passed.

America is only a secondary object in the syssem of British' politics. England
conaults the good of this couFltry no further than it answers her own purpose. Wherefore,
her own interest leads her to suppress the growth of ours in every case which doth not
promote her advantage, or in the least interferes with it. A pretty state we should soon be
in under such a second hand government, considering what has happened! Men do not
change from enemies to friends by the dteration of a name: And in grder to show that
reconciliation now is a dangerous doctrine, | affirm, that it would be policy in the King at
this time to reped the acts, for the ske of reindating himsdlf in the government of the
provinces; In order that HE MAY ACCOMPLISH BY CRAFT AND SUBTLETY, IN
THE LONG RUN, WHAT HE CANNOT DO BY FORCE AND VIOLENCE IN THE
SHORT ONE. Reconciliation and ruin are nearly related.

Secondly. That as even the best terms which we can expect to obtain can amount
to no more than a temporary expedient, or a kind of government by guardianship, which
can last no longer than till the Colonies come of age, so the generd face and dtate of
things in the interim will be unsettled and unpromising. Emigrants of property will not
choose to come to a country whose form of government hangs but by athread, and who is
every day tottering on the brink of commotion and disturbance; and numbers of the
present inhabitants would lay hold of the interval to dispose of ther effects, and quit the
Continent.

But the most powerful of dl arguments is, thet nothing but independance, i.e. a
Continenta form of government, can keep the peace of the Continent and preserve it
inviolate from cvil wars. | dread the event of a reconciliation with Britain now, asit is
more than probable that it will be followed by a revolt some where or other, the conse-
quences of which may be far more fatd than dl the mdice of Britain.
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Thousands are dready ruined by British barbarity; (thousands more will probably
auffer the same fate)) Those men have other fedings than us who have nothing suffered.
All they now possess is liberty; what they before enjoyed is sacrificed to its service, and
having nothing more to lose they disdain submisson. Besides, the generd temper of the
Colonies, towards a British government will be like that of a youth who is nearly out of
his time; they will care very little about her: And a govemm'ent which cannot preserve the
peace is no government at al, and in that case we pay our money for nothing; and pray
what is it that Britain can do, whose power will be wholly on paper, should a civil tumult
break out the very day after reconciliation? | have heard some men say, many of whom |
believe spoke without thinking, that they dreaded an independance, fearing that it would
produce civil wars: It is but sedom that our firgt thoughts are truly correct, and that is the
case here; for there is ten times more to dread from a patched up connection than from
independance. | make the sufferer’s case my own, and | protest, that were | driven from
house and home, my property destroyed, and my circumstances ruined, that as a man,
sengble of injuries, | could never relish the doctrine of reconciliation, or consder mysdf

bound thereby.

The Colonies have manifested such a spirit of good order and obedience to Conti-
nentd government, as is sufficient to make every reasonable person easy and happy on
that head. No man can assign the least pretence for his fears, on any other grounds, than
such as ae truly childish and ridiculous, viz., that one colony will be driving for

Superiority over another.

Where there are no digtinctions there can be no superiority; perfect equdity affords
no temptation. The Republics of Europe are adl (and we may say adways) in peace.
Holland and Switzerland are without wars, foreign or domestic.: Monarchica govern-
ments, it is true, ae never long a rest: the crown itsef is a temptation to enterprisng
ruffians at home; and that degree of pride and insolence ever attendant on regd authority,
swdls into a rupture with foreign powers in ingtances where a republican government, by
being formed on more natura principles, would negociate the mistake.
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If there is any true cause of fear repecting independance, it is because no plan is
yet laid down. Men do not see their way out. Wherefore, as an opening into that business
| offer the following hints, a the same time modestly affirming, that 1 have no other
opinion of them mysdf, than that they may be the means of giving rise to something
better. Could the straggling thoughts of individuas be collected, they would frequently
form materids for wise and able men to improve into ussful matter. “Let the assemblies
be annud, with a presdent only. The representation more equd, their busness wholly
domestic, and subject to the authority of a continental Congress.”

Let each Colony be divided into six, eight, or ten, convenient digtricts, each
district to send a proper number of Delegates to Congress, so that each Colony send a
least thirty. The whole number in Congress will be at leest 390. Each congress to St and
to choose a President by the following method. When the Delegates are met, et a Colony
be taken from the whole thirteen Colonies by lot, after which let the Congress choose (by
ballot) a presdent from out of the Delegates of that province. In the next Congress, let a
Colony be taken by lot from twelve only, omitting that Colony from which the presdent
was taken in the former Congress, and so proceeding on till the whole thirteen shall have
had their proper rotation. And in order that nothing may pass into a law but what is
satisfactorily just, not less than three fifths of the Congress to be cdled a mgority. He
that will promote discord, under a government so equaly formed as this, would have
joined Lucifer in his revolt.

But as there is a peculiar ddicacy from whom, or in what manner, this busness
must firgt arise, and as it seems most agreegble and consstent that it should come from
some intermediate body between the governed and the governors, that is, between the
Congress and the People, let a Continental Conference be held in the following manner,
and for the following purpose, .

A Committee of twenty Sx members of congress, viz. Two for each Colony.
Two Members from each House of Assembly, or Provincid Convention; and live
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Representatives of the people at large, to be chosen in the capitd city or town of each
Province, for, and in behdf of the whole Province, by as many qudified voters as shdl
think proper to attend from all parts of the Province for that purpose; or, if more conve-
nient, the Representatives may be chosen in two or three of the most populous parts
thereof. In  this conference, thus assembled, will be united the two grand principles of
business, knowledge and power. The Members of Congress, Assemblies, or Conventions,
by having had experience in nationd concerns, will be able and useful counsellors, and
the whole, being impowered by the people, will have a truly legd authority.

The conferring members being met, let their business be to frame a Continental
Charter of the United Colonies; (answering to what is cdled the Magna Charta of En-
gland) fixing the number and manner of choosing Members of Congress, Members of
As=mbly, with their date of dtting; and drawing the line of business and jurisdiction
between them: Always remembering, that our strength is Continental, not Provincid.
Securing freedom and property to al men, and above dl things, the free exercise of
religion, according to the dictates of conscience; with such other matter as it is necessary
for a charter to contain. Immediately after which, the said conference to dissolve, and the
bodies which shdl be chosen conformable to the said charter, to be the Legidators and
Governors of this Continent for the time being: Whose peace and happiness, may GOD
preserve.  AMEN.

Should any body of men be heresfter delegated for this or some smilar purpose, |
offer them the following extracts from that wise observer on Governments, Dragonetti.
“The science” says he, “of the Politician conggts in fixing the true point of hgppiness
and freedom. Those men would deserve the gratitude of ages, who should discover a
mode of government that contained the greatest sum of individud happiness, with the
least national expense” (Dragonetti on “Virtues and Reward.”)

But where, say some, is the King of America? I'll tel you, friend, he reigns
above, and doth not make havoc of mankind like the Royal Brute of Great Britain.  Yet
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that we may not appear to be defective even in earthly honours, let a day be solemnly set
gpart for proclaming the Charter; let it be brought forth placed on the Divine Law, the
Word of God; let a crown be placed thereon, by which the world may know, that so far as
we gpprove of monarchy, that in America the law is king. For as in absolute governments
the King is law, so in free countries the law ought to be king; and there ought to be no
other. But lest any ill use should afterwards arise, let the Crown & the conclusion of the
ceremony be demolished, and scattered among the people whose right it is.

A government of our own is our naturd right: and when a man serioudy reflects
on the precariousness of human affairs, he will become convinced, that it is infinitely
wiser and safer, to form a condtitution of our own in a cool deliberate manner, while we
have it in our power, than to trust such an interesting event to time and chance. If we omit
it now, some Massanello* may heregfter arise, who, laying hold of popular disquietudes,'
may collect together the desperate and the discontented, and by assuming to themseIV%s
the powers of government, findly sweep away the liberties of the Continent like a deuge:
Should the government of America return again into the hands of Britain, the tottering
stuation of things will be a temptation for some desperate adventurer to try his fortune;
and in such a case, what relief can Britain give ? Ere she could hear the news, the fatal
busness might be done and oursdves suffering like the wretched Britons under the
oppression of the Conqueror. Ye that oppose independance now, ye know not what ye do:
ye are opening a door to eternd tyranny, by keeping vacant the seat of government.
There are thousands and tens of thousands, who would think it glorious to expel from the
Continent, that barbarous and hellish power, which hath stirred up the Indians and the
Negroes to destroy us; the crudty hath a double guilt, it is deding brutdly by us, and
treacheroudy by them.

* Thomas Anello, otherwise Massanello, a fisherman of Naples, who after spiriting up his countrymen
in the public market place, against the oppresson of the Spaniards, to whom the place was then subject, prompted
them to revolt, and in the space of a day became King.
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To talk of friendship with those in whom our reason forbids us to have faith, and
our affections wounded thro’ a thousand pores instruct us to detest, is madness and fbily.
Every day wears out the little remains of kindred between us and them; and can there be
any reason to hope, that as the relationship expires, the affection will encrease, or that
we shall agree better when we have ten times more and greater concerns to quarrel over

than ever?

Ye that tell us of harmony and reconciliation, can ye restore to us the time that is
past? Can ye give to prostitution its former innocence? neither can ye reconcile Britain
and America. The last cord now is broken, the people of England are presenting addresses
against us. There are injuries which nature cannot forgive; she would cease to be natufe if
she did. As well can the lover forgive the ravisher of his mistress, as the Continent fzorgive
the murders of Britain. The Almighty hath implanted in us these unextinguishable
Ifeelings for good and wise purposes. They are the Guardians of his Image in our hearts.
They distinguish us from the herd of common animals. The social compact would
dissolve, and justice be extirpated from the earth, or have only a casual existence were we
callous to the touches of affection. The robber and the murderer would often escape

unpunished, did not the injuries which our tempers sustain, provoke us into justice.

O! ye that love mankind! Ye that dare oppose not only the tyranny but the tyrant,
stand forth! Every spot of the old world is overrun with oppression. Freedom hath been
hunted rouna the Globe. Asia and Africa have long expelled her. Europe regards her like
a stranger, and England hath given her warning to depart. O! receive the fugitive and

prepare in time an asylum of mankind.
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There are thousands and tens of thousands, who would think it glorious to expel from the
Continent, that barbarous and hellish power, which hath stirred up the Indians and the
Negroes to destroy us; the crudty hath a double guilt, it is deding brutdly by us, and

treacheroudy by them.

* Thomas Anello, otherwise Massanello, a fisherman of Naples, who after spiriting up his countrymen
in the public market place, against the oppresson of the Spaniards, to whom the place was then subject, prompted

them to revolt, and in the space of a day became King.
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“Declaration of Independence” (1776)
“Note.;on the State of Virginia” (1784-1785)
“Ffrst Inaugural Address” (1801)
uanulssLaNIanINY
" “To his daughter, November 28, 1763”
“To Dr. Benjamin Rush, April 21, 1803”
“To John Adams, October 28, 1813”
“To Dr. Walter Jones, January 2, 1814”

The Declaration of Independence as Adopted by Congress
In Congress, July 4, 1776.

THE UNANIMOUS DECLARATION OF THE
THIRTEEN UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to
dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another, and to éssume
among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature
and of Nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires
that they should declare the causes which i?pel them to the separation. We hold these
truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that ameng these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit
of Happiness. That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men,
deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed. That whenever any Form of
Government becomes destructive of these ends,l it it the Right of the People to alter or to
abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and
. organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their
Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established
should not be changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath
shewn, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right

themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long train
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of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce
them under absolute Despotism, it is ther right, it is their duty, to throw off such
Government, and to provide New Guards for ther future security. Such has been the
patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which congraints them
to dter ther former Systems of Government. The history of the present King of Great
Britan' is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, al having in direct object the
edtablishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let Facts be
submitted to a candid world. He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and
necessary for the public good. He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate
and pressing importance, unless suspended in their operation till his Assent should be
obtained;, and when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them. He has
refused to pass other Laws for the accommodetion of large didtricts of people, unless these
people would relinquish the right of Representation in the Legidature, a right inestimable
to them and formidable to tyrants only. He has cdled together legidative bodies a places
unusua, uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of their public Records, for the
sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with his measures. He has dissolved
Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposng with manly firmness his invasons on the
rights of the people. He has refused for along time, after such dissolutions, to cause others
to be dected; whereby the Legidative powers, incgpable of Annihilation, have returned
to the People at large for ther exercise; the State remaining in the mean time exposed to
al the dangers of invason from without, and convulsons within. He has endeavoured to
prevent the population of these States, for that purpose obstructing the Laws for
Naturdization of Foreigners, refusing to pass others to encourage their migrations hither,
and raisng the conditions of new Appropriations of Lands. He has obstructed the
Adminigration of Jugtice, by refusing his Assent to Laws for establishing Judiciary powers.
He has made Judges dependent on his Will done, for the tenure of their offices, and the
amount and payment of their sdaries. He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and
sent hither swvarms of Officers to harass our people, and eat out ther substance. He
has kept among us, in times of peace, sanding Armies without the Consent of our

‘George 111 (reigned 1760- 1820).
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legidatures. He has affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the
Civil power. He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our
condtitution, and unacknowledged by our laws, giving his Assent to ther Acts of
pretended Legidation: For Quartering large bodies of armed troops among us For
protecting them, by a mock Trid, from punishment for any Murders which they should

commit on the Inhabitants of these States. For cutting off our Trade with dl parts of the

world: For imposing Taxes on us without out Consent: For depriving us in many cases of
the benefits of Trid by Jury: For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended
offences For abolishing the free sysem of English Laws in a neighbouring Province,®
establishing therein an Arbitrary government, and enlarging its Boundaries so as to render
it & once an example and fit insrument for introducing the same absolute rule into these

Colonies. for taking away our Charters, abolishing our most vauable Laws, and atering
fundamentdly the Forms of our Governments. For suspending out own Legidatures, and
declaring themsdves invested with power to legidate for us in dl cases whatsoever. He
has abdicated Government here, by declaring us our of his Protection and waging
War againgt us. He has plundered our sees, ravaged our Coadts, burnt our towns, and
destroyed the Lives of our people. He is a this time trangporting large Armies of foreign

Mercenaries’ to compleat the works of death, desolation and tyranny, dready begun with
circumgtances of Crudty & perfidy scarcdy pardleled in the most barbarous ages, and

totdly unworthy the Head of a civilized nation. He has congrained our fdlow Citizens
taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms againg their Country, to become the
executioners of their friends and Brethren, or to fal themsalves by their Hands. He has
excited domedtic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring on the
inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose known rule of warfare, is

an undistinguished destruction of al ages, sexes and conditions. In every stage of these
Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most humble terms. Our repested

*The British Parliament.

“The Quebec Act (1774) recognized the Romen Catholic religion in Quebec and extended the province's
boundariesto the Ohio River.

‘German soldiers, mostly Hessians, hired by the British.
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Petitions have been answered only by repeated injury. A Prince, whose charatter is thus

marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people.

Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our British brethren. We have warned them
from time to time of attempts by their legidature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction
over us. We have reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration and settlement
here. We have gppeded to therr native justice and magnanimity, and we have conjured
them by the ties of our common kindred to disavow these usurpations, which would

inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence. They too have been desf to the
voice of judtice and of consanguinity. We mugt, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity,

which denounces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind, Enemies

in War, in Peace Friends.

We, therefore, the Representatives of the United States of America, in Genera
Congress, Assembled, appeding to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of
our intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies,
solemnly publish and declare, That these United Colonies are, and of right ought to be
Free and Independent States; that they are Absolved from dl Allegiance to the British
Crown, and that al politica connection between them and the State of Greet Britain, is
and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, they have full
Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do
al other Acts and Things which Independent States may of right do. And for the support
of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of divine Providence, we
mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.

asuraMmAnm
AVANN ATINNING
dissolve @Bndu gu Augaed '
impel NILRY A
endow W
Creator W3

278 EN 370



abolish gLEN

convulsion anuthas)
endeavour WeNENN PadIne
deprive on (8nd) ey
perfidy Tna e
rectitude ANNRABN ANNYRTTIN
levy Wy (Mm#)
pledge Usenu
aszaAgy

dusemedasmwianasfududivuansuaseam (ielduszma
rsmmwillasumsudlaianun 86 a%h dauflazaaunalusudl 4 NINYAN A.A 1776
wasnguil ilduamenusiudaiungaguasluasen Tasfivmauausznauiily
auBdmMiadaslszmadasmmn Fuaiefiulauaadidiuienumnselumsdoy
Idadndnnsdauldatnuiadauasiimin lumsheadiadduldordoun
anuAaNIneialowda (Aristotle), Bisls (Cicero), 30Wu §9@ (John Locke),
FudehmhilvasigunaidasaasiudssiuEin  Wimwuasniwdausaussnsuld
2079 Wi (George Mason),? wartind@susrumsiilovlundadanissusl 18

“The Declaration of Independence” Uszndume 4 @aufa umi (preamble)
dlam (body) 2 mou uazunadju (conclusion) '

unii pandeemudavamsiiiadlasiig W hdsemauilanaias
pavidaduyuiavasaaald

o nanimsnssinitligndaswadingudaaudm wy madumi
MsEN@EnMIUIUINDIAN AN

unasy nfh'aﬁqmiﬂ'szmﬁﬁﬂsmw‘lﬁ%wiaé’mqwmauﬁm

o P g = . A . . t.
29p47 widu Wuiauvauanasdulddoulilu “virginia Bill of Rights” (1775) 1 “All men
are by mature equally free and independent and have certain inherent rights,....namely, the enjoyment of life

and liberty, with the means of acquiring and obtaining happiness and safety, ”

EN 370 279



Notes on the State of Virginia

Query 1V: A notice of its Mountains?

For the particular geography of our mountains | must refer to Fry and Jefferson’s
map of Virginia, and to Evans' s andyss of his map of America for a more philosophical
view of them than is to be found in any other work. It is worthy notice, that our
mountains are not solitary and scattered confusedly over the face of the country; but that
they commence a about 150 miles from the sea-coadt, are digposed in ridges one behind
another, running nearly pardld with the sea-coast, though rather gpproaching it as they
advance north-east-wardly. To the south-west, as the tract of country between the sea
coast and the Missisipi becomes narrower, the mountains converge into a single ridge,
which, as it gpproaches the Gulph of Mexico, subsides into plain country, and gives rise
to some of the waters of that Gulph, and particularly to a river caled the Apdachicola,
probably from the Apdachies, an Indian nation formerly residing on it. Hence the
mountains giving rise to that river, and seen from its various pats were cdled the
Apalachian mountains, being in fact the end or termination only of the great ridges
passing through the continent. European geographers however extended the name north-
wardly as far as the mountains extended; some giving it, after their separation into differ-
ent ridges, to the Blue ridge, others to the North mountain, others to the Alleghaney,
othersto the Laurd ridge, as may be seen in ther different maps. But the fact | bdieveis,
that none of these ridges were ever known by that name to the inhabitants, either native or
emigrant, but as they saw them so cdled in European maps. In the same direction gener-
dly are the veins of lime-stone, cod and other minerds hitherto discovered: and so range
the fals of our great rivers. But the courses of the great rivers are a right angles with
these. James and Patowmeac penetrate through al the ridges of mountains eastward of the
Alleghaney; that is broken by no watercourse. It is in fact the spine of the country
between the Atlantic on one sde, and the Missspi and St. Laurence on the other. The
passage of the Patowmac through the Blue ridge is perhaps one of the most stupendous
scenes in nature. You stand on a very high point of land. On your right comes up the
Shenandoah, having ranged dong the foot of the mountain an hundred miles to seek a
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vent. On your |eft approaches the Patowmac, in quest of a passage dso. In the moment of

thelr junction they rush together againgt the mountain, rend it asunder, and pass off to the
sea. The fird glance of this scene hurries our senses into the opinion, tha this earth has
been cregted in time, that the mountains were formed firgt, that the rivers began to flow
after wards, that in this place particularly they have been dammed up by the Blue ridge of
mountains, and have formed an ocean which filled the whole valey; that continuing to
rise they have a length broken over a this spot, and have tom the mountain down from

its summit to its base. The piles of rock on each hand, but particularly on the Shenandoah,

the evident marks of their disrupture and avulson from their beds by the most powerful
agents of nature, corroborate the impresson. But the digtant finishing which nature has
given to the picture is of avery different character. It is a true contrast to the fore-ground.

It is as placid and delightful, as that is wild and tremendous. For the mountain being
cloven asunder, she presents to your eye, through the cleft, a smal catch of smooth blue

horizon, & an infinite digance in the plain country, inviting you, as it were, from the riot
and tumult roaring around, to 9 pass through the breach and participate of the cadm

below. Here the eye ultimately composes itsdf; and that way too the road happens
actualy to lead. You cross the Patowmac above the junction, pass aong its side through
the base of the mountain for three miles; its terrible precipices hanging in fragments over

you, and within about 20 miles reach Frederic town and the fine country round that. This
scene is worth a voyage across the Atlantic* Yet here, as in the neighbourhood of the
natura bridge, are people who have passed their lives within half a dozen miles, and have
never been to survey these monuments of a war between rivers and mountains, which
must have shaken the earth itsdf to its center. The height of our mountains has not yet
been estimated with any degree of exactness. The Alleghaney being the great ridge which
divides the waters of the Atlantic from those of the Misssipi, its summit is doubtless
more elevated above the ocean than that of any other mountain. But its relaive height,

compared with the base on which it stands, is not so great as that of some others, the
country risng behind the successve ridges like the steps of dtairs. The mountains of the
Blue ridge, and of these the Pesks of Otter, are thought to be of a greater height, measured
from their base, than any othersin our country, and perhaps in North America. From data,
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which may found a tolerable conjecture, we suppose the highest peak to be about 4000
feet perpendicular, which is not a fifth pat of the heght of the mountains of South
America, nor one third of the height which would be necessary in our latitude to preserve
ice in the open ar unmdted through the year. The ridge of mountains next beyond the

Blue ridge, cdled by us the North mountain, is of the grestest extent; for which reason
they were named by the Indians the Endless mountains.

A substance supposed to be Pumice, found floating on the Missisip‘i, has induced a
conjecture, that there is a volcano on some of its waters: and as these are mostly known to
their sources, except the Missouri, our expectations of verifying the conjecture would of
course be led to the mountains which divide the waters of the Mexican Gulph from those

of the South Seg; but no volcano having ever yet been known at such a distance from the
sea, we must rather suppose that this floating substance has ‘been erroneoudy deemed
Pumice.

Query V: Its Cascades and Caverns?

The only remarkable Cascade in this country, is that of the Fdling Spring in
Augusta. It isawater of Jamesriver, where it is caled Jackson's river, risng in the warm
Soring mountains about twenty miles South West of the warm spring, and flowing into
that valley. About three quarters of a mile from its source, it falls over a rock 200 feet
into the valley below. The sheet of water is broken in its breadth by the rock in two or
three places, but not at all in its height. Between the sheet and rock, at the bottom, you
may wak across dry. This Cataract will bear no comparison with that of Niagara, as to
the quantity of water composing it; the sheet being only 12 or 15 feet wide above, and
somewhat more soread below; but it is haf as high again, the latter being only 156 fest,
according to the mensuration made by order of M. Vaudreuil, Governor of Canada, and
130 according to a more recent account.

In the lime-stone country, there are many caverns of very considerable extent. The
most noted is called Madison’s Cave, and is on the North side of the Blue ridge, near the
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intersection of the Rockingham and Augudta line with the South fork of the southern river
of Shenandoah. It isin a hill of about 200 feet perpendicular height, the ascent of which,

on one Sde, is S0 Seep, that you may pitch a biscuit from its summit into the river which
washes its base. The entrance of the cave is, in this Sde, about two thirds of the way up.
It extends into the earth about 300 feet. branching into subordinate caverns, sometimes
ascending a little, but more generaly descending, and at length terminates, in two differ-

ent places, at basons of water of unknown extent, and which | should judge to be nearly
on aleve with the water of the river; however, | do not think they are formed by refluent
water from that, because they are never turbid; because they do not rise and fal in

correspondence with that in times of flood, or of drought; and because the water is aways
cool. It is probably one of the many reservoirs with which the interior parts of the earth

are supposed to abound, and which yield supplies to the fountains of water, distinguished
from others only by its being accessble. The vault of this cave is of solid lime-stone,
from 20 to 40 or 50 feet high, through which water is continudly percolating. This,
trickling down the sdes of the cave, has incrusted them over in the form of eegant

drapery; and dripping from the top of the vault generates on that, and on the base below,
ddactites of a conical form, some of which have met and formed massive columns.

Another of these caves is near the North mountain, in the county of Frederick, on
the lands of Mr. Zane. The entrance into this is on the top of an extensive ridge. You
descend 80 or 40 feet, as into a wdl, from whence the cave then extends, nearly hori-
zontdly, 400 feet into the earth, preserving a breadth of from 20 to 50 fet, and a height
of from 5 to 12 feet. After entering this cave a few feet, the mercury, which in the open
ar was a 50°.rose t0 57" .of Farenhdit's thermometer, answering to 11'. of Reaumur’s,
and it continued at that to the remotest parts of the cave. The uniform temperature of the
cdlars of the observatory of Paris, which are 90 feet deep, and of al subterranean cavities
of any depth, where no chymical agents may be supposed to produce a factitious heat, has
been found to be 10'. of Reamur, equd to 54‘/2'. of Farenheit. The temperature of the
cave above mentioned so nearly corresponds with this, that the difference may be ascribed

to a difference of instruments.
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At the Panther gap, in the ridge which divides the waters of the Cow and the Calf
pasture, is what is caled the Blowing cave. It isin the side of a hill, is of about 100 feet
diameter, and emits constantly a current of air of such force, as to keep the weeds prostrate
to the distance of twenty yards before it. This current is strongest in dry frosty wesether,
and in long spdlls of rain weekest. Regular inspirations and expiraions of air, by caverns
and fissures, have been probably enough accounted for, by supposing them combined with
intermitting fountains, as they mugt of course inhde ar while their reservoirs are empty-
ing themsdlves, and again emit it while they are filling. But a condant issue of ar, only
varying in its force as the weether is drier or damper, will require a new hypothesis. There
Is ancther blowing cave in the Cumberland mountain, about a mile from where it crosses
the Carolina line. All we know of this is, thet it is not congtant, and that a fountain of
water issues from it.

The Naturd bridge, the most sublime of Nature's works, though not compre-
hended under the present head, must not be pretermitted. It is on the ascent of a hill,
which seems to have been cloven through its length by some greast convulson. The
fissure, just at the bridge, is, by some admeasurements, 270 feet deep, by others only
205. It is about 45 feet wide at the bottom, and 90 feet at the top; this of course
determines the length of the bridge, and its height from the water. Its breadth in the
middle, is about 60 feet, but more a the ends, and the thickness of the mass a the
summit of the arch, about 40 feet. A part of this thickness is condtituted by a coat of
earth, which gives growth to many large trees. The residue, with the hill on both sides, is
one s0lid rock of lime-gtone. The arch gpproaches the Semi-dliptical form; but the
larger axis of the dlipss, which would be the cord of the arch, is many times longer than
the transverse. Though the sides of this bridge are provided in some parts with a parapet of
fixed rocks, yet few men have resolution to walk to them and look over into the abyss.

You involuntarily fal on your hands and feet, creep to the pargpet and peep over it.
Looking down from this height about a minute, gave me a violent head ach. If the view
from the top be painful and intolerable, that from below is ddlightful in an equa extreme.
It is impossible for the emotions arising from the sublime, to be felt beyond whet they are
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here 0 beautiful an arch, so devated, o light, and springing as it were up to heaven,
the rapture of the spectator is really ‘indescribable! The fissure continuing narrow, deep,
and gtreight for a considerable distance above and below the bridge, opens a short but very
pleasing view of the North mountain on one sde, and Blue ridge on the other, a the
distance each of them of about five miles. This-bridge is in the county of Rock bridge, to
which it has given name, and affords a public and commodious passage over a vdley,
which cannot be crossed elsewhere for a considerable distance. The stream passing under
it is called Cedar creek. It isawater of James river, and sufficient in the driest seasons to
turn a grig-mill, though its fountain is not more than two miles above*

*Don Ulloa mentions a break, similar to this, in the province of Angaraez, in South America. It isfrom
16 to 22 feet wide, 111 feet deep, and of 1.3 miles continuance, English measures. Its breadth at top is not
sensibly greater than at bottom. But the following fact is remarkable, and will furnish some light for conjecturing
the probable origin of our natural bridge. ‘Esta caxa, 6 cauce esta cortada en pena viva con tapta precision, que
las desigualdades del un lado entrantes, corresponden a las del otro lado salientes, como”si aquella altura Se
hubiese ghierto expresamente, CON sus bueltas y tortuosidades, para darle transito a Jos aguas por entre los dos
murallones que |a forman; siendo tal su igualdad, que S llegasen a juntarse Se endentarian Uno Con otro Sin dexar
hueco,” Not. Amer. II. § 10. Don Ulloa inclines to the opinion, that this channel has been affected by the
wearing of the water which runs through it, rather than that the mountain should have been broken open by any
convulsion of nature. But if it had been worn by the running of water, would not the rocks which form the sides,
have been worn plane? or if, meeting in some parts with veins of harder stone, the water had |eft prominences on
tbe one side, would not the same cause have sometimes, or perhaps generally, occasioned prominences on the
other side also? Yet Don Ulloa tells us, that on the other side there are always corresponding cavities, and that
these tally with the prominences so perfectly, that, were the two sides to come together, they would.fit in al their
indentures without leaving any void. | think that this does not resemble the effect of running water, but looks rather
as if the two sides had parted asunder. The sides of the bresk, over which is the Natural bridge of Virginia,
consisting of aveiny rock which yields to time, the correspondence between the salient and re-entering inequali-
ties, if it existed at all, has now disappeared. This break has the advantage of the one described by Don Ulloain
its finest circumstance; no portion in that instance having held together, during the separation of the other parts,

so as to form a bridge over the Abyss.
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