N\

P |
unin 9
A - v o as -
unwuuamsnunqummnumﬂum

ni;'uﬁmiuuﬁtiumﬁmﬁumﬂﬁm' (Political Writings)
fivindeuhdgyail | o
- Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790)
- Thomas Paine (1737-1809)
- Thomas Jefferson (17 4"3-1826)

wuiiu uN59AAY (Benjamin Franklin, 1706-1790)

. © @ WU unsIAduy

EN 370 | ' 237



Useid | , ,

wunin uisnin Tadatdiuinden sinmadios Wninemend dnussiug
drofad Weaslsefaiuazinmays Suyasauil 10 Tudwm 17 Au ifluassu
unssgLng ﬁmvi'lqsﬁmﬁem'luua,aﬁ wlsoriuidiGeunanelsaiew a1y 10 Ylavi
amfufion 928 A, 1718-1723 Lilaunsenin ang 12-17 fl'lmm‘ﬂmm'lufﬂwuwumw
wefdeiand uWI9Rdn (James Frankiin) |

9 A.A. 1723 unseRfn nuanziuRenedmitlfaesfelasinuluiuiaizes
ugnaIn lAned (Samuel Keimer) siassaen1squdnsdenegiinig As (Keith) uisoRiu
wumdludinquitedairdesszneunriuiinizesnwies wilaldfuiudetamawilae
yhewtulssinsawsewdune 2 O (A, 1724-1726) T AA. 1726 wdumondy
fauaaile uer 4 UdonunserAuiiwininiiOusosawecuazlfaanniedafing
“The Pennsylvania"Gazette” (A.A. 1730-1748) T A.A. 1730 uNs9RBUUANTHAY
wues 3 (Deborah Read) fiymssaein 2 AW uanmnuuﬂwnaumuqmuannamnu
8n 2 Au

ﬂ o &
AMOTIN 13 U3 (virtues) # wundiv ulseadu wau Ml

1. m'mwamsmamsa,nuuawum (temperance)

2. ANulLY , (silence)

3. anuilszisy (order)

4, m‘nmfﬂ'lv’ (resolution)

5. anuistad (frugality) -
6. ANugAEIne (industry)

7. ATARIS " (sincerity)
8. n‘n‘uqﬁuwi (justice)

9. emufinUssane  (moderation)
10. AMuEZEN ’ (cleanliness)
11, avwidonidu . (tranguil)
12. Amwuignt (chastity)
13. ANNOBNGY (humility)

238

EN 370



wHandu unseARn laBmiuguessamaniluniaihgsiteudszaunadide 1
AA. 1727 wutdin wisondu Tanaseaman “suln Lunto)” FeduinanBnaclawuys
’ uamﬂauuuautauam'mﬂm'lnu 7 uuwaniin unseRdusclATuntIAnwanies uaiendin
g‘nmumnﬁom'lntﬂugnumwmmsduﬂmu 7 A TH HAWIBNEANNNTE

- nammaaqmwmmmﬂu (The Philadelphia Library) 1wl A.A. 1731

zhelnam'mmauwa'lmmﬂu (College of Philadelphia) éomamnmmﬁu

AMTinenduwuBalme (University of Pennsylvania) ) ‘
unsspAwdugivilifanaadedmiesumds TWou daomym
Usziugaosing 1 ww aesei
_ Tudae¥ R.A. 1757-1775 . Swdaumsmaamwdariitouazataniianin 9 n
ganee ' - o
U aA. 1775 la5uidendusrunusasaniuiemaiuny (Continental

Congress) ;
- WugiidamdaesasznAdasnw (Declaration of Independence)
U a.f. 1783 dwondassmaymUszanlTordamninauddyuisd (Treaty

of Paris)

snwuzmivu
1 o} d 3 as ;g 1 o~ W 4 . - v
nanaiwa uemen lowiem Baddn 188l dudgysdneainasasnaiduusinaise
FEwIANETIIan wweiu ulnrduflddsidudgydnuanasaninlugaiude
“uazfiugnitenlaiuntaimnendoegaiulan uanuzes wuedin unsendin uasdliiiu
d o | a wa ] ' [

fomrmanlaifeaiuayeiuaznsasioUjuiRnannitnsiusige (practicality) lae
wissrdulabinanufuRsuaaagyananiilugrnaions muge Ansnmuacdaides

. kg : o * -
ywdeuaaeaziidnuuzGouite weneniwniiealdiuazystloaen 9 fedamainan
o N : S d : [V | o [
nAAazin dracuunuinidsusienteimaauaigsiesentsidile nannuin
unssrdulAsuindnauninisiBenanninidanunanugaingy 2 vinu A laww
uoRAEW (Joseph Addison, 1672-1719) uaz3angm aﬁa (Richard Steele, 1672-1729) ﬂ\‘l
ar -] Jdg o (4 o g -3 & i ar L]
dwinBsuanadesiidadududriasirmnissed 18 dwmarnAawunanivwii

EN 370 | | 239



uﬂ‘sonau‘lmuanﬁwammn 98viu &8R- (John Locke)'7 umlmamas (Shaftesbury)'® uas
“@wluwan (Xenophon)™ ‘

Tumsiauaanudavy ulsedulilduaanudnlmivanee  vead

wnhanudaiesfinududduiiivsTomiynaue oy mmu‘nuqud
AsEEuuasUIEnER ﬂqmwﬁadtﬂwmmnwﬁnu uanmnuuwﬂaauum.

wnmanhwansmmnnszgndlituiiavazhiu wu wnndnh “wszmwsnﬂ
thamdagiilainmenuthonuaudr” /
WO :
“The Autobiography” (Hewlull f.a. 1771 1784, 1789- 1790 ey
s dvesunsendy 51 Tusn)
“Poor Richard’s Almanack” (aan‘luiwﬂ AA. 1732- 1757)
“The Speech of Polly Baker” (1767) :
“An Edict by the King of Prussia” (1783)
“The Sale of the Hessians” (1777) -
vanniniliiluanudszimeamned wuniy uisedy deutyanadn 1

Letter to William Strahan, July 5, 1775
Letter to Joseph Prlestley, February 8, 1780
Letter to Sir Joseph Banks, July 27, 1783
Letter to Thomas Paine, July 3, 1786
Letter to Ezra Stiles, March 8, 1790 |

epvu  Ham (1632- 1104) unﬂi’ummvé’mqu unuilidndnadeinideudy 1 Re
" “An Essay Concerning Human Understanding” (1690) ﬂi’!tnnaﬂqmmuuwilhﬂmmmwtﬁ'lwm
uqm!uaz “Two Treastises of Government™ (1690) ,

Bupwinmued (1671-1713) \Tndﬁqmvi'-mqu Hofy fo uoulsil uswlid gwuned,
3aursurWinmusd (Anthony Ashiey Cooper, Earl of Shaftesbury) milhﬁ’m ﬂ- “Characteristics of Men,
Manners, Opinions, and Times” (1711-1714) :

yulurey (F#mlszinn 435-355 roundaddnne) ﬂ'mlwi’lmn{m:\n!mi‘.lugnﬁud
 anelaanie (Socrates)

\

240 - | I EN 370




@AABUIIN The Autobiography =~

I had beéun in 1733 to study la.ngaam, I soon made myself so much a master of
the French as to be able to read the boolm wnth ease. I then undertook the Italian. An
acquaintance, who was also learning it, used often to tempt me to play chess with him.
Finding this took up too much of the time I had to spare for study, I at length refused to
play any more, unless on this conditon, that the victor in every game should have a right
to impose a task, either in parts of the grammar to be got by heart, or in translations, etc.,
which tasks the vanquished was to perform upon honor, before our next meeting. As we
played pretty equally, we ihus beat one another into that language. I afterwards with a
little painstaking, acquired as much of the Spanish as to read their books also. |

I have already mentioned that I hadonly one year’s instruction m a Latin school,
and that when very young, after which lneg!ected that languége entirely. But, when I
had attained an acquaintance with the Piehch, Ilélian, and Spanish, I was surprised to
find, on looking over a'Latin Testament, that I understood so much more of that language
than I had imagined, which encouréged' me to apply myself again to the study of it, and I
met with more success, as those preceding languages had greatly smoothed my way.

From these circumstances, I have thohght that there is some inconsistency in our
common mode of teaching langﬁages. We are told that it is proper to begin first with the
Latin, and, having acquired that, it will be more easy to attain those modern languages
which are derived from it; and yet we do not begm with the Gmk, in order more easily to
acquire the Latin. It ‘is true that, if you can clamber and get to the top of a staircase
without ’using the steps, you will more easily gain them in désoending; but certainly, if
you begih with the lowest you will with more ease ascend to the top; and I would
therefore offer it to the consideration of those who superintend the education of our youth,
whether, since many of those wha begin with the Latin quit the same after spending some
years without hdving made any great pr;oﬁciency,' and what they have learned becomes
almost useless, so that their time has been lost, it would not have been better io have
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begun with the French, proceeding to the Italian, etc.; for, though after spending the same
time they should quit the study of languages and never arrive at the Latin, they would,
however, have acquired another tongue or two that, being in modern use, might be

serviceable to them in common life.

~ . After ten years’ absence from Boston, and having become easy in my circum-
stancés, I made a journey thither to visit my relations, which I could not sponer well
afford. In returning, I called at Newport to see my brother, then settled there with his
printing~house. Our for'rher differences were forgotten, and/ our meeting Was very cordial
and affectionate. He was fast declining in his health, and requested of me that, in case of
his death which he apprehended not far distant, I would take home his son, then but ten
years of age, and bring him up to the printing business. This I accordingly perfdrmed, |
sending him a few years:to school before I took him into the office. His mother carried on
the business till he was grown up, when [ assisted him with an assortment of new types,
those of his father being in a-manner worn out. Thus it was that I made my brother ample
amends for the service I had deprived himq‘f by leaving him so early.

‘In 1736 1 lost one of my sons, a fine boy of four yéars old, by the smallpox, taken
. in the common way. ‘I long regretted bitterly, and still regret that I had not given it to
him by inoculation. This I mention for/the sake of parents who omit( that operation, on
" the supposition that they should never forgive themselves if a child died under it; my
example showing that the regret rx;ay be the same either way, and that, therefore, the safer
should be chosen. | |

Our club, the Junto, was found so useful, and afforded such satisfaction to the
members, that several were desirous of inu'oducing their friends, which could not well be
done without exceedmg what we had sc!tlﬂd asa convenient number viz,, twelve, We
had from the beginning made it a rule to keep our institution a secret, which was pretty
well observed; the intention was to avoid applications of improper persons for admit-
. tance, some of whom, perhaps, we might find it difficult to refuse. 1 was one of those
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who were against any addition to ouf"»ﬁu“mber, bﬁt, instead of it, made in writing ;1
proposal, that every member separatelyfléﬁbﬂid endeavor to form a subordinate club, with
the same rules respecting queries, etc.,’imdeithout informing them of the connection
with the Junto. The advantages proposed were, the improvement of so many more young
citizens by the use of our institutions; our' better acquaintance with the general sentiments
of the inhabitants on any occaéion, as the Junto member miglit' propose what queries we
should desire, and was to report to the Junto what passed in his separate club; the promo-
tion of our particular interests in business by more extensive recommendation, and the
increase of our influence m pub_lié affairs, and our power of doing good by spreading

f

through the several clubs the sentiments of the Junto...

(Franklin was aJcading American citizen of his day. He was civic-minded,
believing that he should do what he could to make his city the best possible to live in. In
the second excerpt he expfains to us how his interést in public affairs began. He started by
trying hard to be a good citizen of the new United States. And he ended by becoming,
because of his wisdom and enterprise, a citizen of the world. In this cxcerpt from his
Autobiography he describes the way hc Wept about improving Philadelphia’s police and
fire protection. ) ' ' o

I began now to turn my thbughtg a little to public affairs, beginning, however,
with small matters. The city watch was one of the first things that I conceived to want
regulation. - It was managed by the constables of the respective wards in turn; the con-
stable warned a number of housekeepers to attend him for the night. Those who chose
never to attend, paid him Six shillings a year to be excused which was supbosed to be for
hiring substitutes, but was, in reality, much more than was necessary for that purpose, and
rhade the constableship a place of profit; and the constable, for a little drink, often got
such ragamuffins about him as a watch that respectable housekeepers did not choose to
mix with. Walking the rounds, too, was often neglected, and most of the nights spent in
tippling. I thereupon wrote a paper to be read in Junto, representing thesé irregularities,
but insisting more particularly on the inequality of this Six-shilling tax of the constables,
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respecting the circumstances of those who paid it, \since a poor widow houSekeéper, all
whose property to be guarded by the watch did not perhaps exoeed the value of fifty
pounds, paid as much as the wealthiest merchant, who had thousands of pounds’ worth of
goods in his stores. '

On the whole, 1 ptoposed as a more effectual Qatch, the hiring of proper men to
“serve constantly inthat business; and as a more equitable way of supporting the charge, the |
levying a tax that should be proportioned to the property. This .idea, being approved by
the Junto, was communicated to the other. clubs, but as arising in each of them; and
though the plan was not imrﬁediately carried into execution, yet by preparing the minds
of people for the 'change, it paved the Way for the law obtained a few years after, when the

members of our clubs were grown into more influence.

About this time I wrote a paper (first to be read in Junto, but it was afterward
published) on the different accidents and carelessness by which houses were set on fire,
with cautions against them, and means proposed of avoiding them. This was much
spoken of as a useful plece, and gave rise to a pro_|ect, which soon followed it, of forming
A company for the more ready extinguishing of ﬁres, and mutual assistance in removmg

- and securing of goods when in danger. Assoc1ates in this scheme were presently found,
amounting to thirty. Our articles of agreement obhged every member to keep always in
good order, and fit for use, a certam number of leather buckets, with strong bags and
baskets (for packing and transportmg of goods), which were to be brought to every fire;
and we agreed to meet once a month to spend a social evening together, in discoursing
and bommunicating such ideas as occurred to us upon the subject of fires, as might be

- useful in our conduct on such occasions.

The utility of this institution soon appeared, and many more desiring to be
admued than we thought convenient for one company, they were advised to form another,
,‘ which was accordingly done; and this went on, bne new company Being formed after -
another, till they became so numerous as to include most of the inhabitants who were men
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of property, and now, at the time of my wﬁﬁng thxs though upward of fifty years since its
establishment, that which I first formed, called the Union Fire Company, still subsists
and flourishes, though the first mémbers m lﬂdeceased but myself and one, who is older
by a year than I am. The small fines that haVe been paid by members for absence at the

monthly meetings have been applied to the purchase of ﬁre-engmes, ladders, firehooks,
and other useful implements for 'each compatly, so that I question whether there is a city
in the world better provided with the means of putting a stop to beginning conflagrations;
and, in fact, since these mstltutlons, the city has never lost by fire more than one or two
houses at a timé, and the flames have often been extinguished before the house in which
they began has been half consumed....
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Richard’s Almanack

910 “The Way To Wealth”

Courteous Reader
I have heard that nothmg gwes an author so great pleasure, as to find h1s works :
respectfully quoted by other learned authors This pleasurel have seldom enJoyed for

though I have been, if I may :ay it thhout vanity, an emment author of almanacks

“guman Toedn, nusﬂauﬁum_’lmunlw’ld’u (nwvmumum, 2522) wh 137.
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annually now a full quarter of a century,mybmther authors in the same way, for what
reason I know not, have ever been very spanng in their applauses, and no other author has
taken the least notice of me, so that did not my writings produce me some solid pudding,

the great deficiency of praise would have quite discouraged me.

I concluded at length, that the people were the best judges of my merif; for they
buy my works; and besides, in my rambles where I am not personally known, I have
frequently heard one or other of my adages repeated with as Poor Richard says at the end
_on’t; this gave me some satisfaction, as it showed not only that my instructions were
regarded, but discovered likewise some respect for my authority; and I own that to
encourage the practice of remembering and repeating those wise sentences, I have some-.

times quoted myself with great gravity.

Judge, then, how 'much‘I must have been gratified by an incident I am going to
relate to you. I stopped my horse lately where a great number of people were collected at
a vendue of merchant goods. The hour of sale not being cdme, they were conversing on
the badness of the times and one of the company called to e plain clean old man, with
white locks, “Pray Father Abraham, what think you of the ,times? Won’t these heavy
taxes quite ruin the country? How shall we be ever able to phy them? What would you
advise us to?” Father Abraham stood up, and replied, “If you’d have my advice, I’ll give
it to you in short, for A word to the wise is enough, and Many words wbn’t fill a bushel,
as Poor Richard says.” They joined in desiring him to speak his mind, and gathering
round him, he proceeded as follows:

“Friends,” says he “and nelghbours, the taxes are indeed very heavy, and it tho»e
laid on by the government were the only ones we had to pay, we might more easily .
discharge them; but we have many others, and much more gneveus to some of us. We are
taxed twice as much by our idleness, three times as much by our pride, and four times
as much by our folly; and from these taxes the commissioners cannot ease or deliver

us allowing an abatement. However, let us hearken to good adyice, and something
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may be done for us; God helps them that help themselves,” as Poor Richard says, in his
Almanack of 1733, |

It would be thought a hard government that should tax its people one-tenth part of ”
their time, to be employed in its service. Byt idleness takes maiiy of us much more, if we
reckon all that is spent in absolute sloth, or doing of nothing, with that which is spent in
idle employments or amusements, that amount to nothing. Sloth, by bringing on dis-
eases, absolutely shortens life. Sloth, liké rust, consumes faster than labour wears; while
the used key is always bﬁght, as Poor Richard says. But dost thou love life, then do not
squander time, for that’s the stuff life is made of, as Poor Richard says. How much more
than is necessary do we spend in sleep, forgetting that Thé sleeping foul catches no
poultry, and that Thére will be sleeping ‘cnougb in ti:e grave, as Poor Richard says.

“If time be of all things the most precious, wasting time must be,” as Poor
Richard says, the greatest prodigality; since as he elsewhere tells us. Lost time is never
found again; and what we call time enough, hlwayé proves little enough. Let us then up
and be doing, and dbing to the purpose; so by diligence shall we do more with less

perplexity. SIoth makes all things difﬁcult, but'indusuy all easy, as Poor Richard says;
and He that nscth late must trot all day, and shall scarce overtake his business at night;
while Laziness travels so sIowa, that poverty soon overtakes him, as we read in Poor
Richard, who adds, Drive thy business, let not that drive thee; and Early to bed and early |
to rise, makes a man healthy, wealthy, and wise, | '

“So what signifies wishing and hoping for better times? We may make these
times better, if we bestir ourselves. Industry need nOt’Wish, as Poor Richard says, and he
that lives upon hope wiH die fasting. - There are no gains without pains; then help hands,
for I have no lands, or if 1 have, they are smarty taxed. And, as Poor Rlchard likewise
observes, He that hath a trade hath an estate; and he that hath a calling, hath an office of
profit and honour; but then the trade must be worked at, and the calling well followed, or
neither the estate nor the office wxll enable us to pay our taxes. If we are mdustnous, we -
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shall never starve; for as Poor Richéf& : ys, At the working man’s house hunger looks in,
but dares not enter. Nor will the, bailiff or tbe constable enter, for industry pays debts,
while despau' encreaseth them, says Poor Rlchard What though you have found no
treasure, nor has any rich relatnon left you a legacy, DtIJgence is the mother of good-
luck, as Poor Richard says, and Godngqs all things to industry. Then plough deep, while
sluggards sleep, and you shall have com to sell and to keep, says Poor Dick.-(l Work while
it is called to-day, for you know not how much you may be hindered to-morrow, which |

| makes Poor Richard say, One to-day is worth twa_to-morrows, and farther, Have you
somewhat to do to-morrow, do it to-day. If you were a seﬁmt, would you not be
ashamed that a good master should catch you idle? Are you then your own master, Be
ashamed to catch yourself idle, as Poor Dick says. When there is so much to be done for
yourself, your family, your country, and your gracious King, be up by peep of day; Let
not the sun look down and say, Inglorious here he lies. Handle your tools without
mittens; remember that The cat in gloves catches no mice as Poor Richard says. *Tis true
there is much to be doné, and perhaps you are weak-handed, byt stick to it steadily; and
you will see great effects for Constant dmppiné wears away stones, and By diligence
and patience the mouse ate in two the cable; and Little strokes fell great ooks, as Poor

. 'Ri.chard says in his Almanack, the year I cannot just now remember.

“Methink I hear some of you say, ‘Must a man afford himself no leisure?’ I will
tell thee, my friend, what Poor Richard says, Employ thy time well, if thou meanest to
gain leisure and, since thou are not sure of a minute throw not éway an hour. Leisure is
time for doing useful; this leisure the diligent man will obtain, but the lazy man never; so
that, as Poor Richard says, A life of leisure and a life of laziness are two things. Do you
imagine that sloth will afford you more comfort than labour? No, for as Poor Richard
saysL Trouble springs from idleness, and grievous toil from needless ease, Many without
labor would live by their wits only, but they break for want of stock. Whereas industry .
gives comfort, and plenty, and respect: Fly pleasures, and they ’Il follow you. The diligent
spinner has a large shift; and Now I have a sheep and a cow, evetybody bids me good
' morrow, all which is well said by Poor Richard.
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“But with our industry we must likewise he steady, settled, and careful and

oversee our own affairs with our own eyes, and not trust too much to others,” for as Poor
" Richard says,

I never saw an oft-removed tree-,

Nor yet an oft-removed f_amily
That throve so well as those that settled be. : :
And again, Three removes is as bad asa fire; and again, Keep th} shop, and thy shop will

- keep thee; and again, If you would have your business done, go, if not, send. And again,
He that by the plough would thnvc,
Himself must either hold or drive.
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LAY |
“Common Sense” (1 776)~>
“The American Crisis” (SUTIAN 1776-1wtu 1783)
“Public Good” (1780) .
“Dissertations on Government” (1786)
“The Rights of Man” (1791-1792)
“The Age of Reason” (1794-1798)
“Letter to George Washington” (1796)

@AABUIIN The Crisis

THESE are the times that try men’s souls, The summer soidier and the sunshine patriot
will, in this crisis, shrink from the service of their country; but he that stands it-now,
deserves the love and thanks of man and. woman. Tyranny, like hell, is not easily
‘conquered; yet we have this consolation Withu's, thatvthe harder the conflict, ‘the more
glorious the triumph. What we obtain too cheap, we esteem too lightly: it is dearness
only that gives everything its value. Heav_en knows how to but a proper price upon its
goods, and it would be strange mdeed if so celestial an article as freedom should not be
highly rated. Britain, with an army to enforce her tyranny, has declared that she has a
right, not only to tax, but “to bind us in all cases whatsoever”™; and if being bound in that
manner is not slavery, then there is not such a thing as slavery upon earth. Even the

expfession is impious, for so unlimited a power can belong only to God.

I have as little superstition in:me as any man living, but my Isecret opinion has
ever been, and still is, that God Almightly will not give up a people to military destruc-
tion, or leave them unsupportedly to perish, who have so earnestly and so repeatedly
,sought,to"avoid the calamities of war by every decent method which wisdom could
invent. Neither have I so much of the infidel in me as to suppose that He haé relinquished
the government of the world and given us up to the care of devils; and, as I do not, I

cannot see on what grounds the king of Britain can look up to heaven for help against us.
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I once felt all that kind of anger which a man ought to feel against the meap .
principles that are held by the Tories. A noted one, who kept a tavern at Amboy, was
standing at his door, with as pretty a child in his hand, _ebout eight or nine years.old, as -
~ever I saw, and after speaking his mind as freely as he thought was prudent, finished with
this unfatherly expressiori. “Well! give me peace in my day.” Not a man lives on the
continent but fully believes that a separation must some time or other finally take place,
and a generous parent should have said, “If there must be trouble, let it be in fny day, that
my child may have peace”; and this single reflection; well appiied, is sufficient to
awaken every man to duty. Not a place upon earth might be so -happy as America. Her
situation is remote from all the wrangling world; and she has nothing to do but to trade
with them. A man can distinguish himself between temper and principle,. and I am as

_ confident, as I am that God governs the world, that America will never be happy till she
_gets clear of foreign dominion.” Wars, w1thout ceasing, will break out till that penod '
arrives, and the continent must in the end be conqueror; for though the flame of liberty

may sometimes cease to shine, the coal can never expire.

The heart that feels not now, is dead; the blood of hie children will curse his .
- cowardice who shrinks back at a time when a little nﬁﬁht have saved the whole and made
them happy. 1love the man that can smile m trouble, that can gather strength from
distress and grow brave by reﬂectlon “Tis the busmess of little minds to shrink; but he
whose heart is firm, and whose conscience approves his conduct,~ will pursue his prin-
ciples unto death My own line of reasoning is to myself as straight and clear as a ray of
light. Not all the treasures of the world, so far as I beheve, could have induced me to
support an offensive war, for I think it murder; but if a thief breaks into my heuse, burns
and destroys my property, and kills or threatens to kill me, or those that are in it, and to
“bind me in all cases whatsoever™ to his absolute will, am I'to suffer it? What signifies
it to me, whether he who does itis a kmg ora common man, my countryman or not my
countryman; whéther it be done by an- mdlvldual villain of an army of them? If we
reason to the root of things, we shall find no dlfference, neither can any just cause be
assngned why we should pumsh in the one case and pardan in the other. -
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“Our only dependence now is upon the speedy enlistment of a_new army. If

this fails, I think the game will be pretty well up, as, from disaffection and

want of spirit and fortitude, the inhabltam:, instead of resistance, are offenng

submission™" ‘

W “The Crisis* Todia wwu 1deBunsdeanuduivamesnsainawdnu
uszdinmeiiimaresnsaindingy hasdnfufnssdubimmanidsui
‘umﬂfuiﬂnﬁanaulﬁadﬁ?ﬂeﬁﬁué’qhqu'lnd - oneanuiduaasiiiiui  ovd
wissslumsldduanddfwdusnflsdauliuiend fude 1 a0 drathadu
UsztnnBudl uwedu @ 3aoad (Franklin D. Roosevelt) 1d8xaasuscloauinain
“The Crisis” nlFhunfsudmudyidngamclusanuafifasdod

“These are the times that try men’s souls. The summer soldier and the
sunshine patriot will in this crisis, shrink from the service of his country; but
he that stands it NOW, deserves the love and thanks of men and women.”

Common Sense v
Thoughts on the Preaent State of American Alfalrs

In the following pages I offer nothing more than simple facts, plain arguments,
and common sense: and have no other preliminaries to settle with the reader, than that he
will divest himself of prejudice and prepossession, and suffer his reason and his feelings to
determine for themselves: that he wxllputon, or rather that he will not put off, the true.

character of a man, ammlymwvhmw&emtday

S . .

"].A. Leo Lemay, od. An Early A-rmnm (an;m, D, C. 30547, 1989), p. 883.
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Volumes ha\}e been written on th;e subject of the struggle between England and
America. Men of all ranks have embarked in the controversy, from different motives, and
with various designs; but all have been 'ineffectual, and the period of debate is closed.
Arms as the last resource decidé the conteét; the appeal was the choice of the King, and
the Continent has accepted the challenge. |

, It hath been reported of the late Mr. Pelham (who tho’ an able minister was not ;
" without his faults) that on his being attacked in the House of Comméns on the score that
his measures were ohly of a temporary kihd, replied, “they will last my time.” Shoulda
thought so fatal and unmanly possess the Colonies in the present confest, the name of

ancestors will be remembered by future generations with detestation.

The Sun never shined on a cause of greater worth. *Tis nc\jt the affair of a City, a
County, a Province, or a Kingdofn; but of a Continent —of at least one eighth part of the
habitable Globe. *Tis not the concemn of a day, a year, or an age; posterity are virtually
involved in the contest, and will be more or less affected even to the end of time, by the
proceedings now. Now is the seed-time of Continental union, faith and honour. The
least fracture now will be like a name engraved with the point of a pin on the tender rind
of a young oak; the wound would enlarge with the tree, and posterity read it in full grown

characters. '

- By refemng the matter from argument to arms, a new aera for politics is struck—-'
a new method of thinking hath arisen. All plans, proposals, &c. prior to the nineteenth of
April, i.e. to the commencement of hostilities," are like the almanacks of the last year;
which tho’ prbper then, are superceded and useless now. Whatever was advanced by the
advocates on either side of the question then, terminated in one and the same point, viz. a
‘union with Great Britain; the only difference between the parties was the method of
effeéting it; the one proposing force, the other friendship; but it hath so far happened that
the first hath failed, and the second hath withdrawn her influence.

" JAt Lexington, Massachusetts, 1775.
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~ As much hath been said of the advantages of reconciliation, which, like an agree-
“able dream, hath passed away and left us as we were, it is but right that' we should
examine the contrary side of the argument, and enquire into some of the many material
injuries which these Colonies sustain, and always will sustain, by being connected \with
ahd dependant on Great-Britain. To examine that connection and dependance, on the
~ principles of nature and common sense, to see What‘we have to trust to, if separated, and |
what we are to expect, if depeﬂdant. _ L

. I have heard it asseﬁed by some, that as Amenca has flourished under her former
connection with Great-Britain, the same connection is necessary towards her future hap-
 piness, and will always have the same effect. Nothing can be.more fallacious than this
kind of argument. We may as well assert ihat because a éhildvhas thrived upon milk, that
it is never to have meat, or that the first twenty years of our lives is to become a precedent
for the next twenty. But even this is admxttmg more than is trué; for I answer roundly,
that America would have flourished as much, and p:bbably much more, had no European
power taken any notice of her. The commerce by which she hath enriched herself are the
necessaries of life, and will always have a mérke( whi'le‘ eatmg is the chstom of Europe.

But she has protected‘us, say some, That she hath i:ngmssed us is true, and
dgfended the Conti:ient at our expense as well as her own, is admitted; and she would
have defended Turkey from the same motive, viz. for the sake of trade and dominion.

_ Alas! we have been long led away by ancient pmji;dices and made large sacrifices
to superstition. We have boasted the protection of Great Britain, without considering,
that her motive was interest not attachment; and*;h@t she dld not protect us from
our epemies on our account;'but from her enemies on 'hier»qwn account. from those who
had no quarrel with us on any other account, and who will al\i'ays be our enemies on the-
same account. Let Britain waive her pretensions to thc Continent, or the Continent throw
off the dependancp and we shouldbeatpeace wnth?rmcgandSpam, were they at war

“ 'thh Britain. The miseries of Hanover last war ougm md’ "nm‘us agmnst connections.

Al
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It hath lately been asserted in parliament, that the Colonies have no relation to ,
each other but through the Parent Country, i.e. that Pennsylvﬁhia and the Jerseys, and so
on for the rest, are sister Colonies by the way of England; this is certainly a very round-
about way of proving‘relationship, but it is the nearest and only true way of proving
enmity (or enemyship, if may so call it.)‘France and Spain never were, nor perhaps evet

will be, our enemies as Americans, but as our being the subjects of Great Britain.

But Britain is therparen; country, say some. Then the more shame upoﬁ her
conduct. Even brutes do not devour their young, nor savagés‘ make war upon tl‘leirk
families; Whereforé, the assertion, if true, turns:to her reproach; but it happens not to be
true, or only partly so, and the phrase parent or mother country'hath been jesuitically
adopted by the King and his parasites, with a low papistical design of gaining an unfair
bias on the credulous weakness of our minds. Europe, and not England, is the parent
country of America. This new World hath been the asylum for the persecuted lovers of
civil and religious liberty from every part of Europe. Hither have they fled, not frorh the
~ tender embraces of the mother, but from the cruelty of the monster; and it is so far true of
England, that the same tyranny which drove the first emigrants from home, pursues their
descendants still. | '

In this extensive quarter of the globe, we forget the narrow limits of three hundred
and sixty miles(the extent of England) and carry our friendship on a larger scale; we
claim brotherhood with every European Christian, and triumph in the generosity of the -

sentiment.

It is pleasant to observe by what regular gradations we surmount the force of local
prejudices, as we enlarge our acquaintance with the World. A man born in any town in
England divided into parishes, will naturally associate most with his fellow parishioners
(because their interests in many cases will be common) and distinguish him by the name
of neighbour; if he meet him but a few miles from home, he drops the narrow idea of a

street, and salutes him by the name of townsman; if he travel out of the county and meet
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him in any o;h'er, he forgets the minor divisions of street and town, and calls him coun-
tryman, i.e. countyman: but.if in their foreign 'excursidns they should associate in France, o
~or any other part of Europe, their local remembrance would be enlarged into that of
Englishmen. And by a just parity of reasoning, all Europeans meeting in Amenca, or any
other quarter of the globe, are countrymen; for England, Holland, Germany, or Sweden,
when compared with the whole, stand in the same places on the larger scale, which the
divisions of street, town, and county do on the smaller ones; Distinctions too limited for
Continental minds. Not one third of the inhabitants, even of this pravince, [Pennsylva-
nia], are of English descent. Wherefore, I reprobate the phrase of Parent or Mother Country
“applied to England only, as being false, eelfish, narrow and ungenerous.

' But, admitting that we were all. of English descent, what does it amount to?
Nothing. Britain, being now an open'enemy_, extinguishes every other name and title: and
to say that reconciliation is our duty, is truly farcical.v The first king of England, of the
present line (William the Conqueror) was a Frenchman, and half the peers of England are
descendants from the same country; wherefore, by’ the same method of reasoning, England
ought to be governed by France.

Much hath been said of the united strenéth of Britain and the Colonies, that in
conjunction they might bid defiance to the world: But this is mere presumption; the fate
of war is uncertain, neither dp the éxpressidns méan any ming; for this continent would
never suffer itself to be dralned of inhabitants, to support the British arms in either Asia,
Africa, or Europe. ‘

Besides, what have. we to do with setﬁng the world at _deﬁaxice?' Our plan is
commerce, and that, well attended to, will secure us ‘the peace and friendship of all
Europe; because it is the interest of ‘all‘Eumpe to have America a free port. Her trade will
always be a protection, and her barrenness of gold and silver secure her from invaders,

I challenge the Waxmest advocate for réconciliation to show a single advantage
“that this continent can reap by being connected with Great Britain. I repeat the challenge;
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‘

not a single advantage is derived. Our com will fetch its price in any market in Europe,

and our imported goods must be paid for:buy them where we will.

But the injuries and disadvantages which we sustain by that connection, are with-
out number; and our duty to mankind at large, as well as to ‘ourselvés, instruct us to
renounce the alliance: because, any submission to, or dependance on, Great Britain, tends
directly to involve this Continent in European wars and quarrels, and set us at variance
with nations who would otherwise seek our friendship, and against whofn we have neither
anger nor complaint. As Europe is our- market for trade, we ought to form no partial
connection with any part of it. It is true intel;rest of America to steer clear of European
contentions, which she never can do, while, kby her depcndancg oanritain, she is made

the make-weight in the scale of British politics.

Europe is too thickly planted with Kingdoms to be long at peace, and whenever a
war breaks out between England and any foreign power, the trade of America goeé to'ruin, "
because of her connection with Britain. The next war may not turn out like the last, and
should it not, the advocates for reconciliation now will be wishing for separation then,
because neutrality in that case would be a safer convdy than a man of war. Everything
»that is right or reasonable pleads for separation. The blood of the slain, the weeping voice
‘of nature cries. *TIS TIME TO PART. Even the distance ét which the Alxhighty hath
placed England and America is 5 strong and natural proof that the authority of the one
over the other, was never the design of Heaven. "I'he time likewise at which the Conti~
nent was discovered, adds weight to the argument, and the m;anner in which it was
peopled, encreases the force of it. The Reformation was preceded by discovery of
America: As if the Almighty graciously meant to open a sanctuafy to the pérsecuted in
future years, when home should afford neither friendship nor safety. |

The authority of Great Britain over this continent, is a form of government, which

sooner or later must have an end: And a serious mind can draw no true pleasure by looking

forward, under the painful and positive conviction that what he calls “the present
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constitution” is merely temporary. As parents, weycf:an ha\ire no joy, knowing that this
government is not sufficiently lasting to ensure any ‘thin‘g which we méy bequeath to
posterity: And by a plain method of argument, as we are running the next generation into
debt, we ought-to do the work of i it, otherwise we use them meanly and pmfully In order
to discover the hne of our duty rightly, we should take our cl'uldren in our hand, and fix
. our station a few years farther i into life; that eminence will present a prospect which a few

present fears and prejudices conceal from our sight.

‘ Thbugh I would carefully avoid giVing unnecessary offence, yet I am inclined to
believe, that all those who espouse the doctrine of reconciliation, may be included within
the following descriptions.

'Interested men, who are not to be trusted, weak men who cannot see, prejudiced
men who will not see, and a certain set of moderate men who think better of the European
world than it deserves; and this last class, by an ill-judged deliberation, will be the cause
of more calamities to this Continent than all the other three.. '

It is the good fortune of many to live 'distimt from the écene of present sorrow; the
evil is not sufficiently brbught to their doors to make them feel the precariousness with
which all American property is possessed. But let our imaginations transport us a few '

“moments to Boston; that seat of wretchedness will ktéach us wisdom, and instruct us for
ever to r,enbunce a power in whom we can have no trust. The inhabitants of that unfortu-
nate city who but a few months ago were in ease and affluence, have now no other

/ alternative than to stay and Sttlrve, or turn out.to beg. Endanéered by the fire of their

friends if they continue within the city, and plundered by the soldiery if they leave it, in
their present situation they are prisoners without the hope of redemption, and in a general
attack for their relief they would be exposed to the fury ‘nf both armieé.

'Men of passive tempers look somewhat lightly nver the offences of Great Britain, '
and, still hoping for the best, are apt to call out, Come, doma we shall be friends again for
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all this. But examine the passions and feelings of maukmd' bring the doctrine of recon-
ciliation to the touchstone of nature, and then tell me whether you can hereafter love,
honour, and faithfully serve the power that hath carried fire and sword into your land? If
you cannot do all these, then are yod 'oﬁly deceiving yourselves, and by your delay
bringing ruin updn posterity. Your future connection with Britain, whom you can neither
love nor honour, will be forced and unnatural, and being formed only on the plan of
present convenience, will in a little time fall into a relapse more wretched than the first.
But if you say, you can still pass the violations over, then I ask, hath your house been (
Bumt? Hath your property been destroyed before ybur face? Are your wife and children /
destitute of a bed to lie on, or bread to live on? Have you lost a parent or a child by their
hands, and yourself the ruined and wretched survivor? If you have not, then are you not a
judge of those who have. But if you have, and can still shake hands with the murderers,
then are you unworthy the name of husband, father, friend, or lover, and whatever may be

your rank or title in life, you have the heart of a'‘coward, and the spirit of a sycophant.

~ This is not inflaming or exaggerating matters, but trying them by those feelings
and affections which nature justifies, and without which we should be incapable of dis-
charging the social duties of life, or enjoying the felicities of it. I mean not to exhibit
horror for the purpose of provoking revengg, but to awaken us from fatal and unmanly
slumbers, that we may pursue determinately some fixed object. *Tis not in the power of
Britain or of Europe to conquer America, if she doth not conquer herself by delay and
timidity. The present winter is worth an age if rightly employed, but if lost or neglected
the whole Continent will partake of the misfortune; and there is no punishment which
that man doth not deserve, be he who, or what, or vyhere he will, that may be the means

of sacrificing a season so precious and useful.

*Tis repugnant to reason, to the universal order of things, to all examples from
former ages, to suppose that this Continent can long remain subject to any external power
The most sanguine in Britain doth not think so. The utmost stretch of human w1sdom
cannot, at this time compass a plan, short of separation, which can promise the continent
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even a year’s security. Reconciliation is now a fallacious dream. Nature hath deserted
the connection, and art cannot supply her place. For, as Milton wisely expresses, “never
can true reconcilement grow where wounds of deadly hate have pierced so deep.”

Every quiet method for peace hath been ineffectual. Our prayers have been
rejected with disdain; and hath tended to convince us that nothing flatters vanity or
| confirms oBstinacy in Kings more than repeated petitioning and nothing hath contributed
more than that very measure to make the Kings of Europe absolute. Witness Denmark
and Sweden. Wherefore, since nothing but blows will do, for God’s sake let us come to
a final separation, and not leave the next generation to be cutting throats under the

violated unmeaning names of parent and child. B

To say they will never attempt it again is idle and visionsry; we thought so at the
repeal of the stamp act, yet a year or two undeeeived us; as. well may we suppose that
nations which have been once defeated will never renew the quarrel.

As to government matters, "tis not in the power of Britain.to do this continent
justice: the business of it will soon be too weighty and intricate to be managed with any
tolerable degree of convenience, by a power so distant from us, and 50 very ignorant of us;

for if they cannot conquer us, they cannot govern us. To be always running three or four
| thousand miles with ataleora petiﬁon, waiktin‘g four or five or five m.onths‘ for an answer,
which, when obtained, requires five or six more to explain it in, will in a few years be
looked upon as folly and chlldlshness There was a tune when it was proper, and there is
aproperumeforlttocease o

Small islands not capable of pmtectmg themselves are the proper objects for gov-
emment to take under their care; but there is somethmg absurd, in supposmg a Contment
to be perpetually govemed by an island. In no mstance hath nature made the satellite
larger than its prlmary planet, and as Eﬁgland and Amerlca, w1th respect to each other,
reverse the common order of natune, 1t 1s evrdent that they belong to dxfferent systems
England to Europe America to 1tself
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I am not induced by motives of pﬁde, party, or féSentment to espouse the doctrine
of separation and independence; [ am clearly, positively, and conscientiously persuaded
that it is the true interest of this Continent;td“he so; that every thing short of that is mere
- patchwork, that it can afford no lastmg ‘fe‘li_city,vfthat it is leaving the sword to our -
children, and shrinking back: ﬁt atime when a little more, a little further, would have
rendered this Continént the glory of the earth. | |

As Britain hath not manifested the least inclination towards a compromise, we
may be assured that no terms can be obtg.ined worthy the acceptance of the Continent, or
any ways equal to the expence of ‘blood gnd treasure we have been already put to. o

The object contended for, ought always to bear some just proportion to the ex-
pense. The removal of North, or Athe‘ whole detéstable junto, is a matter unworthy the
millions‘ we have‘expended. A temporﬁry stoppage qf trade was an inconvenience, which
would have sufficiently balanced the rep'ealr 6f all the acts complained of, had such reMs
been obtained; but if the whole Cbtitixiént must take up ‘axms; if every-man must be a
soldier, ’tis scarcely worth our while to fight against a contemptible ministry only.
Dearly, dearly do we pay for the repeal of the acts, if that is all we fight for; for, in a just
estimation ’tis as great a folly to pay a Bunker-hill price for law as for lahd. As I have
always considered the independency of this continent, as an evént which sooner or later
must arrive, so from the late rapid progress of the Continent to maturity,' the event cannot
be far off. Wherefore, on ‘thevbreaking out of hostilities, it was not worth the while to
have disputed a matter which tirﬁe would have finally redressed, unless we meant to be
in earnest: other wise it is like wasting’ari estate on a suit at law, to regulate the
trespésses of a tenant whose lease is just expiring. No man was a wérmer wisher for a
reconciliation than myself, before the fatal nineteenth of April, 1775, but the moment
the event of that day was ma&e.known, Iyrejected the hardened, sullen-tempered Pharaoh
of England for ever; énd disdain the wretch, that with the pretended title of FATHER OF |
HIS PEOPLE can unfeelingly hear Of their slaughter, and cdmposedly sleep with their
" blood upon his soul. | |
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But admlttmg that matters were now made up, what would be the event‘? I
answer, the ruin of the Continent. And that for several reasons. '

First. The powei-s of governing still remaining in the hands of the King, he will o

have a negaﬁve over the whole legislation of this Continent. And as he hath sﬁoWn
hiinself suth an inveterate enemy to liberty, and discovered such a thlrst for arbitrary
power; is he, or is he not, a propér person to say to these colonies, *You shall make no
laws but what I please!?’ And is there any inhabitant of America so ignorant :as not to
‘know, that according to what is called the present constitution, this Continent can make
no laws but what the king gives leave to; and is there any man so unwise as not to see,
that (considering what has happened) he will suffer no law to be made here but such as
suits his purpose? We may be as effectually enslaved by the want of laws in America, as

by submitting to laws made for us in England. After mattérsAare made up (as it is called)

can there be any doubt, but the whole power of the crown will be exerted. to keep this
continent as’low' and humble as pdssible ? Instead of going forward we shall go backward,
or be perpetually quax‘reliing, or ridiculousty petitioning. We are already greater than the
King wishes us to be, and will he not hereafter endeavor to make us less? To bring the
matter to one point, Is the power who is jealous of our prosperity, a proper power to
govern us? Whoever says No, to this qu‘estioh, is an Independant for independency means
no more than this, whether we shail make our own ‘laws, or, whether the King, the
greatest enemy this continent halh, or can have, shaﬂ tell us there shall be no laws but
such as I like. | | ) a

But the King, you will say, has a negative in England; the people there can make- . -
no laws without his consent. In pomt of right and good order, it is something very'

ndxculous that a youth of twenty-one (wluch hath often happened) shall say to several
millions of people older and wiser than hlmself, “I forbid this or that act of yours to be
" law.” But in this place I decline this sort of reply, though I will never cease to expose the
| , absurdnty of it, and only answer that England bemg the ng 8 resndence, and Amenca

not so, makes quite another case. The King’s negative here is ten times more dangerous
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and fatal than it can be in England; fm’ there he will scarcely refuse his consent to a bill
for putting England into as strong a state of defense as possible, and in America he would

never. suffer such a bill to be passed.

America is only a secondary object in the‘system of British politics. England
consults the good of this country no further than it answers hef own purpose. Wherefore,
her own interest leads her to suppress the growth of ours m every case which doth not
promote her advantage, or in the least interfereﬁ with it. A pretty state we should soonbe
in under such a second hand government, coﬁsidering what has happened! Men do not
change from enemies to friends by the alteration of a name: And in order to show that
~ reconciliation now is a dangerous doctrine, I affirm, that it would ber policy in the King at
this time to repeal the acts,’ for the sake of reinstating himself in the government of the
provinces; In order that HE MAY ACCOMPLISH BY CRAFT AND SUBTLETY, IN
THE LONG RUN, WHAT HE CANNOT DO BY FORCE AND VIOLENCE IN THE
SHORT ONE. Reconciliation and ruin are nearly related.

Secondly. That as even the best terms which“ we can expect to obtain can amount
to no more than a téniporary expedient, or a kind of govenment by guardianship, which
can last no longer than till the Colonies come of age, so the general face and state of
things in the interim will be unsettled and unpromisihg. Emigrants of property will not
* choose to come to a country whose form of government hangs but by'a thread, and who is
every day tottering on the brink of commotion and disturbance; and numbers of the
present inhabitants would lay hold of the interval to dispose of their effects, and quit the
Continent. | |

_ But the most powerful of all arguments is, that nothing but independance, i.e. a
Continental form of government, can keep the peace of the Continent and preserve it
inviolate from civil wars. I dread the event of a reconciliation with Britain now, as it is
more than probable that it will be followed by a revolt some where or other, the conse-

quences of which may be far more fatal than all the malice of Britain.
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Thousands are already ruined by British barbarity; (thousands more will probably
suffer the same fate.) Those men have other feelings than us Who have nothing suffered.
All they now possess is liberty; what they before enjoyed is sacriﬁced\ to its service, and
‘having nothing more to lose they disdain submissidn. Besides, the genéral temper of the
Colonies, towards a British government will be like that of a yoﬁth who is nearly out ’of
his time; they -will care Ve'ry“li'ttle about her: And a government which cannot preserve the
peace is no government at all, @nd in that.case we pay our money for nothing; and pray .
what is it that Bﬁ_tain can do, whose power will be wholly on paper, should a civil tumult
break out the very day after reconciliation? I have heard some men say, many of whom I
believe spoke without thinking, that they dreaded an independance, fearing that it would
produce civil wars: It is but seldom ;hat our first thoughts are truly cdrrect, and that is the
case here; for there is ten times -more to dread from a patched up connecti;)n than from
independange. I make the sufferer’s case my OWn, and I protest, that were I driven from -
house and home, my property destroyed, and my circumstances ruined, that as a man,
sensible of injuries, I could never’relish the doctrir‘)ef of récohciliation, or consider myself

bound thereby.

The Colonies have manifested such a spiﬁt of goéd order and obedience to Conti-
nental government, as is sufficient to make every reasonable person easy and happy on
"~ that head. No man can assign the least pretence for »'_hi"s fears, on any other grounds, than
such as are truly childish and ridiculoﬁs; viz., ihat one colony will be striving for

superiority over another. -

Where there are no distinctions. there can be no superiority; perfect equality affords
no temptation. The Republics of Europe are all '(and we may say always) in peace.
Holland and Switzerland are without wars, foreign or domestic: Moha;chical govern-~
ments, it is true, are never long at fest: ‘the‘\ci'évan“ itself isa Ate'r‘nptation to enterprising
ruffians at home; and that degree of pride and insolence ever attendant on regal authority,
swells into a rﬁpture with foreign'péiiVers in instances where a republicah government, by

being formed on more natural principles, would negociate the mistake.
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If there is any true cause of fear ting independance, it is because no plan is

“yet laid down. ‘Men do not see their way ou Wherefore, as an opening into that business
1 offer the following hints; at the same tlme méde%tly affirming, that I have no other
opinion of them n;yself, than that they mﬁj' be the tﬁeans of giving rise' to something
better. Could the straggling thoughts of ’individuals be collected, they would frequently |
form materials for wise and able men @o improve into useful matter. “Let the assemblies
be annual, with a president only. The representation more equal, their business Wholly

domestic, and subject to the authority of a continental Congress.”

Let each Colony be divided mto six, eight, or ten, convenient districts, each
dlstnct to send a proper number of Delegates to Congress, so that each Colony send at
least thirty. The whole number in Congress will be at least 390. Each congress to sit and
to choose a President by the following method When the Dele'gafes are met, let a Colony
be taken from the whole thirteen Colonies by lot, after which let the Congress choose (by
ballot) a president from out of the Delegates of that province. In the next Congress, let a

“Colony be taken by lot from twelve only, omitting that Colony from which the president
was taken in the former Congress, and so proceeding on till the Whole thirteen shall have
had their proper rotation. And in order that nothing may pass into a law but what is
satisfactorily just, not less than three fifths of the Congress to be called a majority. He
that will promote discord, under a government so equally formed as this, would have

joined Lucifer in his revolt ‘ : .

But as there is a peculiar delicacy from whom, or in what manner, this business
must first arise, and as it seems most agreeable and éonsistent that it should come from
some iptermcdiate body between the governed .and the govemors; that is, between the
Congress and the People, let a Continental Conference be held in the following manner,
and for the following purpose, | -

A Committee of twenty six members of congress, viz. Two for each Colony.

Two Members from each House Qf Assembly, or Provincial Convention; and five
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Rzpresentaﬁvesf of the people at large, to be chosen in the eapi(al city or towh of each
Proviﬂce, for, and in behalf of the whole Province, by as mepy qualified voters as shall
think proper to attend from all parts of the Province for that purpose; or, if more conve-

_ nient, the Representaﬁ*)es may be chosen in two or three of the ‘most populous parts |
theteof. In this conference, thus assembled, will be united the two grand principles of
business, hlbwledge and power, The Members of Congress, Assemblies, or Con%rentions,

’by having had experience in national concerns, will be able and useful counsellors, and

the whole, being impowered by the people, will have a truly legal authority.

The conferring members being met, let their business be to frame a Continental»
Charter of the United Col_onies; ‘(answering' to what is called the Magna Charta of En-
gland) fixing the number and mamier of choosing Members of Congress, Members of
Assembly, with their date of sitting; and drawing the line of business and jurisdiction
between-them: Always remembering, that our strength is ‘Continental, not Provincial.
Securing freedom and property to all men, and above all things, the free exercise of
religion, according tb the dictates of conscience; with such other mattef as it is necessary
for a charter to contain. Immedlately after which, the said conference to dissolve, and the
bodies which shall be chosen conformable to the said cherter, to be the Legislators and
Govemors of this Continent for the time bemg Whose peace and happmess, may GOD :
preserve. AMEN.

. Should any body of men be hereafter delegated for this or some snmxlar purpose, I
offer them the followmg extracts from that wise observer on Governments, Dragonetti,
“The science,” says he, “of the Politician consxsts in fixing the true point of happiness
and freedom. Those men would deserve the gratitude of ages, who should discover a
mode of government that contained the greatest sum of individual happmess, with the
least national expense.” (Dragonettl on “Vlrtues and Rewmi ™

But where, say some, is the King of.iAme‘ri\ea?'I‘lI tell you, friend, he reigns
above, and doth not make havoc of mankind like the Royal Brute of Great Britain. Yet
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that we may not appear to be defective even in earthly Vhonours, let a day be solemnly set
apart for proclaiming the Charter;‘ let it be brought forth placed on the Divine Law, the
Word of God; let a crown be placed thereon, by which the world may know, that so far as
we approve of monarchy, that in America the law is kmg For as in absolute governments
the King is law, s0 in free countries the law ought to be king; and there ought to be no
other. But lest any ill use should afterwards arise, let the Crown at the conclusion of the

ceremony be demolished, and scattered among the people whose right it is.

A government of our own is our natural right: and when a man seriously reflects
on the precariouSness of human affairs, he will become convinced, that it is infinitely
wiser and safer, to form a constitution of our own in é cool deliberate manner, while we
have it in our power, than to trust such an interesting e\}ent to time and chance. If we omit
it now, some Massanello* may‘hereaftér arise, who, laying hold of popular disquietudés,
may collect together the desperate and the discontented, and by assuming to themselves
the powers of government, finally sweep away the liberties of the Continent like a deluge.
Should the government of America return again into the hands of Britain, the tottering
situation of things will be a temptation for some desperate adventurer to try his fortune;
and in such a case, what relief can Britain give? Ere she could hear the news, the fatal
business might be done; and ourselves suffefing like the wretched Britons under the
oppression of the Conqueror. Ye that oppose independance now, ye know not what ye do:
ye ar€ opening a-door to eternal tyranﬁy, by keeping vaéant thgﬁ seat of government.
There are thousands and tens of thousands, who would think it glorious to expel from the
Continent, that barbarous and hellish power, which hath stirred up the Indians and the
Negroes to destroy us; the cruelty hath a double guilt, it is dealing brutally by us, and
treacherously by them. ' '

* Thomas Anello, otherwise Mﬁssanello, a fisherman of Naples, who aﬂer spiriting up his countrymen
in the public market plﬁce, against the oppression of the Spaniards, to whom the place was then subject, prompted
them to revolf, and in the space of a day became King.
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To talk of friendship with those in whom our reason forbids us to have faith, and
our affections wounded thro’ a thousand pores instruct us to detest, is madness and folly.
Every day wears out the little remains of kindred between us and them; and can there be

any reason to hope, that as the relationship expires, the affection will encrease, or that

we shall agree better when we have ten tlmes more and greater concerns to quarrel over =

than ever?

Ye that tell us of harmony and reconciliation, can ye restore to us the time that is
past? Can ye give to prostitution its former innocence? neither can ye reconcile Britain
and America. The last cofd now is broken, the people of England are presenting addresses
against us. There are injuries which nature cannot fdrgive; she would cease to be nature if
she did. As well can the lover forgive the ravisher of his mistress, as the Continent forgive
the murders of Britain. The Almxghty hath implanted m us these unextmgulshable
feelmgs for good and wise purposes. They are the Guardlans of his Image in our hearts.
They distinguish us from the herd of common ammels The social compact would
dissolve, and justice be extirpated from the earth or have ohly a casual existence were we
callous to the touches of affectlon The robber and the murderer would often escape

. unpunished, did not the injuries which our tempers sustain, provoke us into justice.

0! ye that love mankind! Ye that dare _opposehot only the tyranny but the tyrant,
- stand forth! Every spot.of the old world is overrun with oppression. Freedom hath been
hunted round the Globe. Asia and Africa have long expelled her. Europe regards her like
a stranger, and England hath given her wam‘ing to depart. O! receive the fugitive and
prepare in time an asylum of mankind.v
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HAaI v
“Declaration of Indépendence” (1776)
“Notes on thie State of Virginia” (1784-1785)
“First Inaugural Address” (1801)
uanuUssiameanine
“To his daughter, November 28, 1 763"
“To Dr. Benjamin Rush, April 21, 1803”
“To John Adams, October 28, 1813"
“To Dt_'. Walter Jones, January 2, 1 814"

~ The Declaration of Independence as Adopted by Congress
In Congress, July 4, 1776.
- THE UNANIMOUS DECLARATION OF THE
THIRTEEN UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to
dissolve the political ‘bands which have connected them with another, and to assume
among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature
and of Nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires
that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation. We hold these
truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit
of Happiness. That to secure these rights, Governments‘ are institutéd among Men,
deﬁving their just powers from the consent of the governed. That whenever any Forrh of
Government becomes destructive of these ends, it it the Right of the People to alter or to
abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and
organizing its poWers in such for@, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their
Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established
should not be changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath
shewn, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right

themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomcd. But when a long train
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of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce |
them under absolute Despotism, it is their rlght, it is their duty, to throw off such
Govet"nment, and to provide New Guards for their future security. Such has been the
patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constraints them
to alter their fonner Systems of Government ‘The l\istory of the preseni King of Great
Britain is a history of repeated i mJurxes and usurpauons, all having in direct object the
estabhshment of an absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let Faets be
submltted to a candid world He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and
necessary ‘fo_r the publie good. He has fofbidden his Governors to puss;Laws of immediate
and pressing importance, unless suspended in their operation till his Assent should be
obtained; and when so suspended he has utterly neglected to attend to them. He has
refused to pass other Laws for the accommodatlon of large districts of people, unless these
people would relinquish the right of Representation in the Legislature, a right inestimable
to them and formidable to tyrants only. He has eelledytogether legislative bodies at places
unusual, uncomfortable, and dlstant from the depository of their pubhc Records, for the |
sole pu:pbse of fatlgumg them into comphance thh his measures. He has dissolved
Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness his invasions on the
rights of the people. He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, fo cause others
to be elected; whereby the Leg-islative powers, iucapable of Annihilation, have returned
to the People at large for their exercise; the State remaining in the mean time exposed to
“all the dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions within. He has endeavoured to
prevent the population of these States; for thatk*purpose obstructing the Laws for
Naturalization of Forelgners, refusing to pass others to encourage their migrations hither,
and raising the conditions of new Appropnatlons of Lands. He has obstructed the
Administration of Justwe, by refusing his Assent to Laws for esmbhshmg Judiciary powers
He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the tenute of their offices, and the -
amount and payment of their salaries. He has erected a mulzitude of New Offices, and
sent hxther swarms of Officers to harass our people, and eat out their substance. He
has kept among us, in times of peace, sumdmg Armies without the Consent of our

George 11T (reigned 1760-1820).
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legislatures. He has affected to rendetthe Miliia.ry indepehdent of and superior to the
Civil power. He has combined with otliefs' ‘to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our
constitution, and unacknowledged by ‘o,ur) laws; giving his Assent to their Acts of
pretended Legislation: For Quartering large bodies of armed troops among us: For -
protecting them, by a mock Trial, ﬁom punishment for any Murders which they should
commit on the Inhabitants of these States: For, cutting off our Trade with all parts of the
world: For imposing Taxes on us without out Consent: For depriving us in many cases of ’
the benefits of Trial by Jury: For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended
offences: For abolishing the free system of English Laws in a neighbouring Province,®
establishing therein an Arbitrary govemtnent, and enlarging its Boundaries so as to render
it at once an example and fit instrumenf for introducing the same absolute rule into these
Colonies: for taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable 'Laws, and altering
fundamentally the Forms df our Governments: For suspending out own Legislatures, and
declaring themselves invested with power to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever. He
has abdicated Government here, by declaring us our of his Protection and waging
War against us. He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, bumnt our towns, and
destroyed the Lives of our people, He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign
Mercenaries* to compleat the works of death, desolation and tyranny, already begun with
circumstances of Cruelty & perﬁdy"scarcelly paralleled in the most barbarous agés, and
totally unworthy the Head of a civilized nation. He has constrained our fellow Citizens
taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms against their Country, to become the
executioners of their friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves by their Hands. He has
excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring on the
inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian 'Savages, whose known rule of warfare, is
an undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions. In every stage of these
Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most humble terms: Our repeated

*The British Parliament. N

*The Quebec Act (1774) recognized the Roman Catholic religion in Quebec and extended the province's
~ boundaries to the Ohio River.

~ ‘German soldiers, mostly Hessians, hired by the British.
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_ ‘Petitions have been answered only by repeated injury. A Prince, whose character is thus
marked by every act which may deﬁnﬁa Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler 6f a free people.
Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our British brethren. We have warned them
from time to time of attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction
over us. We have reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration and settlement _
here. We have appealed to their nativé justice a'nd.magnaniinity, and we have cbnjured
them by the ties of our common kindred to disavow these usurpations, which would
inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence They too have been deaf to the
voice of justice and of consanguinity. We ‘must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity,
thch denounces our Separation, ahdhold them, as we hold the rest of mankmd, Enemies

in War, in Peace Friends.

We, ;heréfore, the Representétives of the United States of America, in General
Congress, Assembled, appealihg to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of
our intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies,
solemnly publish and declare, That these United Colonies are, and of right ought to be
Free and Independent States; that they are Absolved from all Alleglance to the British

. Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain, is
and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, they have full
Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliancés; establish Commerce, and to do
all other Acts and Things which Independent States may of right do. And for the suppdrt

~of this Declaration, with a ﬁnh reliance on the. f)rotedtiOn of divine Providence, we

" mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.
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“The Declaration of Independence” Usznausie 4 naufe umh (preamble)
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#9nde widu HudevmeasnineduldEoulilu “Virginia B of Rights” (1775) 11 “All men
are by mature equally free and Independent and have certain inherent rights, ....ixamely, the enjoyment of life
and liberty, with the means of acquiring and obtalnln( happiness and safety.”
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| Notes on the State of Vlrglnla\
Query IV: A notice of its Mountains?

* For the particular geography of our mountains I must refer to Fry and Jefferson’s’
map ’of Virginia; and to Evans’s analysis of his map of America for a horé philosophical
view of them than is to be found vin any other work. It is wbrthy notiée, that our |
mountains are not solitary and scattered confusedly over the face of the country; but that
they commence at about 150 milés from the sea-coast, are disposed in ridges one behind
another, running nearly parallel with the sea~coast, thbugh rather approhchingfit as they
advance north-east-’wardly. To the soutﬁ-west, as the tréct of country betwéen the sea-'
coast and the Missisipi becomes 'nai'rower, the p‘xbuntains co.n.verge into a single ridge,
which, as it approaches the Gulph of Meﬁco,’ sgﬁsides into plain country, and gives rise
to some of the waters of that Gulph, and panidillarly to a river called the Apalachicola,
probably from the Apalachies, an Indian nation formerly residing én it. Hence the
mountains giving rise to tl;at river, and seen ﬁ_jom its various parts, were called the
Apalachian mountains, being in fact the end or termination only of the great ridges
passing through the continent. European geographers however extended the name north-
wardly as far as the mountaink extended; some 'giving it,.after their separation into differ-
~ent ridges, to the Blue ridge, others to the North mountain, others to the Alleghaney,
others to the Laurel ridge, as rl;ay be seen in their different maps. But the fact I believe is,
that none of these ridges were ever known by that name tq the inhabitarits, either native or
emigrant, but as they saw them so called in European rhaps. In fhe same direction gener-
ally are the veins of lime¥ston'e, coal and other minerals hitherto discovered: and so range
the falls of our great rivers. But the courses of the great rivers are at right angles with
these. James and Patowmac penetrate through all the ridges of mountains eastward of the
Alleghaney; that is broken by no watercourse. It 'isfinfact the spine of the country
between the Atlantic on one side, and the Missisipi and St. Laurence on the other. The
passage of the Patowmac through the Blue ridge is perhaps one of the most stupendous
scenes in nature. You stan'd_‘oga'\ very high pomt of land On your right comes up the
- Shenandoah, having ranged alongthe foot of the mountain an hundred miles to seek a

/
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vent. On your left approaches the Patbwmgc, in-quest of a passage also. In the moment of
their junction they rush together against the mountam, rend it asunder, and passk off to the
sea. The first glance of this scene hurries our senses into the opinion, that this earth has
been created in time, that the mountainS"wexé formed first, that the rivers began to flow
after wards, that in this place particularly they have been dammed up by the Blue ridge of
mountains, and have formed an ocean which f'_llled the whole valley; that continuing to
rise they have at length broken over at this spot, and have torn the mountain down from
its summit to its base. The pilgs of rock on each hand, but particularly on the Shenandoah,
the evident marks of their disrupture and avulsion from their beds by the most powerful
agents of nature, corroborate the impression. But the distant finishing which nature has
given to the picture is of a very different character. It is a true contrast to the fore—groun'd.
It is as placid and delightful, as that is- wild and tremendous. For the mountain being
cloven asunder, she presents to your éye, through the cleft, a small catch of smooth blue
horizon, at an infinite distance in the plain country, inviting you, as it were, from the riot
and tumult roaring around, to 9 pass through the breach and participate of the calm
below. Here the eye ultimately composes itself; and that way too the road happens
actually to lead. You cross the Pétowmac above the junction, pass along its side through
the base of the mountain for three 'mjles, its terrible precipices hanging in fragments over
you, and within about 20 miles reach Frederic town and the fine country round that. This
scene is worth a voyage across the Atlantic. Yet here, as in the neighbourhood of the
natural bridge, are people who have passed their lives within half a dozen miles, and have
never been to sur(rey ‘these monuments ‘of a war between rivers pnd mountains, which
must have shaken the earth itself to its center. The height of our mountains has not yet
been estimated with any degree of exactness. The Alleghaney being the great ridge which
divides the waters of the Atlantic from those of the Missisipi, its summit is doubtless
more elevated above the ocean than that of any other mountain. But its relative height,
compared with the base on which it stands, is not so great as that of some others, the
country rising behind the successive ridges like the steps of stairs. The mountains of the'
Blue ridge, and of these the Peaks of Otter, are thought to be of a greater height, measured
from their base, than:any others in our country, and perhaps in North America. From data,
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- which ‘may found a tolerable conjecture,‘ we suppose the highest peak to be about 4000

feet perpendicular, which i5 not a fifth part of the height of the mountains of South’

America, nor one third of the height which would be necessary in our latitude to preserve
ice in the open air unmelted through the year. The ridge of mountains next beyond the
Blue ridge, called by us the North mountain, is of the greatest extent, for which reason
they were named by the Indlans the Endless mountains.

i

A substance supposed to be Pumice, found floating on the Missisipi, has induced a

conjecture, that there is a volcano on some of its waters: and as these are mostly known to

~ their sources,‘ except the Missouri, our expectations of verifying the conjecture would of

course be led to the mountains which divide the waters of the Mexican Gulph from those
of the South Sea; but no volcano having ever yet been known at such a distance from the

sea, we must rather suppose that this ﬂoating substance has been erroneously deemed
Pumice. '

Query V: Its Cascades and Caverns?

The only remarkable Cascade in this country, is that of the Falling Spring in

Augusta. It is a water of J ames river, where it is called Jackson s river, rising in the warm
spnng mountains about twenty miles South West of the warm spring, and flowing into
that valley. About three quarters of a mile from its source, it falls over a rock 200 feet
into the valley below. The sheet of water is broken in its breadth by the rock in two or
three places, but not at all in its height. Between the sheet and rock, at the bottom, you
‘may walk across dry. This Cataract will bear no comparison with that of Niagara, as to
the quantity of water composing it; the sheet being only 12 or 15 feet wide above, and
somewhat more spread below; but it is half as high again, the latter being only 156 feet,
according to the mensuration made by order of M Vaudmul Govemor of Canada, and
130 accordmg toa more recent account.

In the lime-stone wunu'y, there are many caverm of very consxderable extent. The
 most noted is called Madison’s Cave, and is on the North side of the Blue ridge, near the
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intersection of the Rockingham and Aﬁgﬁsw line with the South fork of the southemn river
of Shenandoah. It is in a hill of about 20b feet perpendicular height, the ascent of which,
on one side, is so steep, that you may pitch a biscuit from its summit into the river which
washes its base. The entrance of the cave is, in this side, about two thirds of the way‘ up.
It extends into the earth about 300 feet. branching into subordinate caverns, sometimes
ascending a little; but more generally descending, and .at length terminétes, in two differ-
ent places, at basons of water of unknown extent, and which I should judge to be nearly
on a level with the water of the river; however, I do hot think they are formed by refluent .
water from that, because they are never turbid; because they do not rise and fall in
correspondence with that in times of flood, or of drought; and because the water is always
cool. It is probably one of the many reservoirs with which the interior parts of the earth
are supposed to abound, and which yield supplies to the fountains of wéter, distinguished
from others only by its being accessible. The vault of this cave is of sblid lime-stone,
from 20 to 40 or 50 feet high, through which water is continually percolaﬁng. This,
trickling down the sides of the cave, has incrusted them over in the form of elegant
drapery; and dripping from the top of the vault generates on that, and on the base below,

stalactites of a conical form, some of which have met and formed massive columns.

Another of these caves is near the North mountain, in the county of Frederick, on
the lands of Mr. Zane. The entrance into this is on the top of an extensive ridge. You
descend 30 or 40 feet, as into a well, from whence the cave then extends, nearly hori~
-zontally, 400 feet into the eaﬁh, preserving a breadth of from 20 to 50 feet, and a height

of from 5 to 12 feet. After enteﬁng this cave a few feet, the mercury, which in the open
" air was at 50°.rose to 57" .of Farenheit’s thermometer, answering to 11°. of Reaumur’s,
and it contiﬁued at that to the remotest parts of the cave. The uniform temperature of the
cellars of the observatory of Paris, which are 90 feet deep, and of all subterranean cavitieé
of any depth, where no chymical agents may be supposed to produce a factitious heat, has
been found to be 10", of Reamur, equal to 54’/2'. of Farenheit. The temperature of the
cave above mentioned so nearly corresponds with this, that the difference may be ascribed

to a difference of instruments.
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At the Panther gdp, in the ridge which divides the waters of the Cow and the Calf
pasture, is what is called the Blowing cave. It is in the side of a hill, is of about 100 feet
diameter, and emits cbnstantly a current of air of such force, as to keep the weeds prostrate
to the distance of twenty yards before it. This current is. strongest in dry frosty weather,
‘and in long spells of rain weakest. Regular inspirations and expirationé of air, by caverns
and fis'sdres, have been probably enough-accounted for, by supposing them combined with
intermitting fountains; as they must of course inhale air while their TEServoirs are em;}ty-
ing themselves, and again emit it while they are filling. But a constant issue of air, only
varying in its force as the weather is drier or damper, will require a new hypothesis. There
is another biowing cave in the Cumberland mountain, about a mile froh wﬁere it crosses:
the Carolina line. All we know of this is, that it is not constant, and that a fountain of

water issues from it.

The Natural bridge, the most sublime of Nature’s works, though not compre-
hended under the present head, must not be‘pretennit‘ted. It is on the ascent of a hill,
which séetr'ns to have been cloven through its length.by some great cbnvulsion. The
fissure, just at the bridge, is, by some adméasumménts, 270 feet deep, by others only
205. It is about 45 feet wide at the bottom, and 90 feet at the top; this of course

 determines the length of the bridge, and its height frqm;the water. Its breadth in the
middle, is about 60 feet, but more at the ends, and the thickneés of the mass at the
summit of the arch, about 40 feet. A part of this micknesé is constituted by a coat of
earth, which gives growth to many large trees. The resid_ué, with the hill on both sides, is
one solid rock of lirhe-stone. The arch approaches the Semi—elliptici\l form; but the
larger axis of the ellipsis, whicfx would be the cord of the arch, is many times longer than
the transverse. Though the sides of this bridge are provided in some parts with a parapet of
fixed rocks, Yet few men have resolution to walk to them and look over into the abyss. '
You involuntarily fall on your hands and feét, creep to the parapet and peep over it.
Looking down from this height about a minute, gave me a violent head ach. If the view
from the top be painful and intolerable, that from below is.delightful in an equal extreme.
It is impossible for the emotions arising from the sublime, to be felt beyond what they are
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here: so beautiful an arch, so elevated, so light, and springing as it were up to heaven,
the rapture of the spectator is really indescribable! The fissure continuing narrow, deep,
and streight for a considerable distaﬁcc above and below the bridge, opens a short but very
pleasing view of the North mountain on one side, and Blue ridge on the other, at the
distance each of them of about five miles. This bridge is in the county of Rock bridge, to
which it has given name, and affords a pﬁblic and commodious passage over a valley,
which cannot be crossed elsewhere for a éonsiderable distance. The stream passing under
it is called Cedar creek. It is a water of James river, and sufficient in the driest seasons to

turn a grist-mill, though its fountain is not more than two miles above.*

i1

*Don Ulloa mentions a break, similar to this, in the proVince of Angaraez, in South Amerjca. It is from
16 to 22 feet wide, 111 feet deep, and of 1.3 miles continuance, English measures. Its breadth at top is not
sensibly greater than at bottom. But the following fact is mmarkable, and will furnish some light for conjecturing
the probable origin of our natural bridge. ‘Esta caxa, 6 cauce esta cortada en pena viva con tanta precision, que
las desigualdades del un lado entrantes, corresponden a las del otro lado salientes, como si aquella altura se
hubiese abierto expresamente, con sus bueltas y tortuosidades, para darle transito a los aguas por entre los dos
murallones que la forman; siendo tal su igualdad, que si llegasen a juntarse se endentarian uno con otro sin dexar
hueco,’ Not. Amer. II. §. 10. Don Ulloa inclines to the opinion, that this channel has been affected by the
wearing of the water which runs through it, rather than that the mountain should have been broken open by any
convulsion of nature, But if it had been worn by the running of water, would not the rocks which form the sides,
have been worn plane? or if, meeting in some parts with véins of harder stone, the water had left prominences on
the one side, would not the same cause have sometimes, or perhaps generally, occasioned prominences on the
other side also? Yet Don Ulloa tells us, that on the other side there are always corresponding cavities, and that
these tally with the prominences so perfectly, that, were the two sides to come together, they would.fit in all their
indentures without leaving any void. I think that this does not resemble the effect of running water, but looks rather
as if the two sides had parted asunder. The sides of the break, over which is the Natural bridge of Virginia,
consisting of a veiny rock which yields to time, the correspondence between the salient and re-enteriﬁg inequali-
ties, if it existed at all, has now disappeared. This break has the advantage of the one described by Don Ulloa in
its finest circumstance; no portion in that instance having held together, during the separation of the other paﬁs,
so as to form a bridge over the Abyss.
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