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#AMBUIIN Magnalia Christi Americana %38 The Ecclessiastical History of
New Engiand '

kMagnalia Christi Americana

I writé the wonders of the Cluistxan religion, flying from the depravations of

Europe to the American strand, and, misted by the Holy Author of that religion, I do,

with all conscience of truth, i'eqmted _lhetem by Him who is the truth itself, report the

wonderful displays of His infinite power, wisdom, goodness, and faithfulness, wherewith
'His divine providence hath irradiated an Indian wﬂdemess.

I relate the considerable matters that produced and attended the first settlement of
colonies which have been nenbwned for the degree of information protessed and attained
by evangelical _churches, erected in those ends of the earth; and a field being thus
prepared, I proceed unto a relation of the considerable matters which have been acted
thereupon. B |

I first introduce the actors that have in a more exemplary manner served those
colonies, and give remarkable occurrences in the exemblary lives of many magistrates,
and of more ministers, who so lived as to leave unto posterity examples worthy of
everlasting remembrance. ‘

I add hereunto the ﬁotables of the only Protestant university that ever shoné in that

hemisphere of the New World, with particular instances of Criolians in our biography
provoking the whole world with virtuous objects of emulation.
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I introduce then the actions of a more eminent importance that have 'signalized
those colonies, whether the establishments, directed by their synods, with a rich variety
of synodical and ecclesiastical determinations, or the dismrbancéé with which the& have
been from all sorts of temptations and enemies: tempestuated and the methods by '
whlch they have still weathered out each horrible tempest.

And into the midst of these actions, I interpose an entire book wherein there is,
with all possible veracity, a collection made of memorable mercies befalling many
particular persons among the pebple of New England.

 Let my readers expect all thaf Ihave promised them in this bill of fare; and it
may be that they will find themselves entertained with yet many passages, above and
beyond their expectation, deserving likewise a room in'hiktory; in all which there will
be nothing but. the author’s too mean way of prepanng $0 great entertainments to
reproach the invitation. . ‘ ,
2. The reader will doubtless desire to know what it was that

...tot volvere casus
Insignes pietate viros, tot adue labores,

- Impulerit.

And our history shall, on many fit occasions which will be therein offered,
endeavor with all historical fidelity and simplicity and with as little offense as may be, to
satisfy him. The sum of the matter is that from the beginning of the Reformation in
the English nation there hath alwaﬁ been a generation of godly men, desirous to pursue
the reformation of religion, according to the word of God and the'example of the best
reformed churches, and answering the character of gobd men givm by Josephus in his
paraphrase on the words of Samuel to Saul. (They think they do nothing right in the
service of God but what they do according to the command of God.) And there hath -
been another generation of men, who have still employed the power which they have
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generally still had in their hands, not ealy ‘wi stop the progresé of the desired reformation
but also, with innumerable vexatlons, topersecute those that most heamly wish well unto
it. There were many of the reformers whb 5omd with the Reverend John Fox in the
complamts, which he then entered in his Martyrology, about the baits of Popery yet left
in the church, and in his wishes: God take them away or ease us from them, for God
knows they be the cause of much blmdness and stnfe amongst men! They zealously

decried the policy of complying always with the i 1gnorance and vanity of the people,

and cried out earnestly for purer administrations in the House of God, and more

conformity to the law of Christ and primitive Chistianity, while others would not hear of

going any further than the first essay of reformation. *Tis very certain that the first
refonhers never intended that what they did should be the absolute boundary of
reformation, so that it should be a sin to procwd any further; as, by their own going
beyond chkhft and changing and growing in their own models also, and the

confessions of Cranmer, with the Scripta Anglicana of Bucer, and a thousand other things

was abundantly demonstrated. But after a fruitless expéctation, wherein the truest
friends of the Reformation long waited, for to have that which Heylin himself owns to
have been the design of the first refomlers, followed as it should have been, a party very

unjustly arrogated to themselves the venetible name of The Church of England, by num-

berless oppressions grievously smote those their fellow-servants. Then ‘twas that, as our
great Owen hath expressed it, “Multitudes of pious, peaceable Protestants were driven,
by their severities, to»leave their native country, and seek a refuge for their lives and
liberties, with freedom for the worship of God, in a wildemess in the ends of the
carth.”
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@AABUIIN “The Wonders of the Invisible World”

The New Englanders are a peoplé of God settled in those which were once the
devil’s territories, and it may easily be supposed that the devil was exceedingly
disturbed when he perceived such a people here apc:omplishing‘ the promise of old made
unto our blessed Jesus-—thaf he should havc me_qm")st parts of the earth for his posses-
sion. There was not a greater uproar. among the Ephesians’ when the gospel was first
brought among them than there was among the powers of the air (after whom those ‘
Ephesians walked) when first the silver trumpets of the gosple here made the joyful
sound. The devil, thus irritated, immediately tried all sorts of methods to overtum this
poor plantation; and so much of the church as was fled into this Wilderhess'immediately
found the serpent cast out of his mouth a flood forth'e carrymg of it away. I believe that
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never were more satanical devices used for the unsettlirig of any people under the sun
than what have been employed for thc exmpatxon of the vine which God has here planted
casting out the heathen and prepanng aroom before it and causmg it to take deep root and
fill the land, so that it sent its boughs unto the Atlantic eastward, and its branches unto
the Connecticut River westward and the hills were covered with the shadow thereof. But
all those attempt’s of hell have hltherto been abortive many an ebenezer has been erected
unto the praise of God by his poor wople here; and hﬁving obtained help from God, we

continue to this day. Wherefore the devil is now making one attempt more upon us—an
attempt more dxfﬁcult, more surprismg, more snarled with unintelligible circumstances
than any that we have hitherto encountered—an attempt so critical that if we get well
through, we shall soon enjoy halcyon days with all the vultures of hell trodden under our
feet. He has wanted his incarnate regions to persecute us as the people of God have in the
other hemisphere been persecuted. He has therefore drawn forth his more spiritual ones
to make an attack upon us. ' We have been advised by some credible Christians yet‘ alive
that a malefactor accused of witchcraft as well as mufder, and executed in this place more
than forty years ago, did then give notice of an horrible plot against the country by
j witchcraft and a foundation of witchcraft then laid, which if it were not seasonably
discovered would probably blow up and pull down all the churches in the country. And
we have now with horror seen the discovery of such a witchcraft! An army of devils is
horribly broke in upon the place which is the center and, after a sort, the first-born of
our English settlements; and the houses of the good people there are filled with the
doleful shrieks of their children and servants, tormented by invisible hands with
tortures altogether preternatural. After the mischiefs here endeavored, and since in
part conquered, the terrible plague of evil angels hath made its progress into some other
places where other persons have been in like manner diabolically handled. These, our
poor afflicted neighbors, quickly after they become infected and infested with these
demons, arrive to a capacity of discerning those which theyvconceive the shapes of
their troublers; and notwithstanding the great and just suspicion that the demons
might inipose the shapes of innocent persons in their speard exhibitions upon the
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sufferers (which may perhapé kprovev in small part of the witch plot in the issue) yet many
of the persons thus represented being examined, several of them have been convicted of
a very damnable witchcraft. Yea, more than one twenty have éonfe‘ssed that they havé
signed unto a book which the devil showed them and engaged in his hellish design of
bewitching and ruining our land. We know not, at least I know. not, how far the
delusions of Satan may be interwoven into some circumstances of the confessions; but
one would think all the rules of understanding human affairs are at an end if, after so many
most voluntary, harmonious confessions, made by intelligent persons of all ages, in sun-
dry towns, at several umes, we must not _believe the main strokes - wherein those
confessions all agree, especially Hwhenr fwe have a thous@d preternatural things every day
before our eyes wherein the éonfess;orsfdo acknowledge their concemment and give

demonstration of their bemg so concemned. If the devils now can strike the minds of
| men with any poisons of so ﬁne a composition and operatlon that scores of innocent
people shall unite in confessxons of a crime which we see actually committed, it is a
thing prodigious, beyond the wonders of the former ages; and it threatens no less than a
sort of a dissolution upon the world. Now, by these confessions ’tié agreed that the devil
has made a dreadful knot of witches in the cbuntry, and by the help of witches has
dreadfully increased that knot; that these witches have driven a trade of commissioning
their confederate spirits to do all sorts of nuschlefs to the nelghbors, whe.teupon there have
ensued such mischievous consequences upon the bodies and estates of the nelghborhood
as could not otherwise be accounted for; yea, that at prodigious witch meetings the
wretches have proceeded so far as to concert and consult the methbds of rooting out the
Christian religion from this country, and setting up instead of it perhaps a more gross
dilbohsm than ever the world saw before. And yet it will be a thing little short. of
miracle if in so spread a business as this, the devil should not get in some of his Juggles
to confound the discovery of all the rest.
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- “Personal Narrative” ‘ ’

AANBUSIN “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God™ :

The use of this awful sub)ect may be for awakemng unconvertcd persons in .
this congregation. This that you have heard is the case of every one of you that are out
of Christ. That world of misery, that lake of buming bnmstone is extended abroad
under you. There is the dreadful pit of the glowing flames of the wrath of God; there
is hell’s wide gaping mouth open; and you have nothing to stand upon, nor any thing
to take hold of: there is nothing between you and hell but the air: it is only the power
and mere pleasum of God that holds you up.

You probably are not sensible of this; you find yoq are kept out of hell, but do not
see the hand of God in it; but look at other things, as the good state of your bodily -‘
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‘constitution, your care of yourownlee, and the means you use for your own preserva-
tion. But indeed these things are nothing: if God should withdraw His hand, they would
avail no more to keep you from falling, than the thin air to hold up a person that is
suspended in it. ’ ' n

Your wickedness makes you as it were heavy as lead, and to tend downwards
‘with great weight and pressure towards hell; and if God should let you go, you would
immediately sink and swiftly descend and plunge into the bottomless gulf, and your
healthy constitution, and your own care and prudence, and best contrivance, and all your
righteousness, would have no more influence to uphold you and keep you out of hell,
than a spider’s wéb_ would have to stop a fallen rock. Were it not for the sovereign
pleasure of God, the earth would not bear you one moment; for you are a burden to it; the
‘creation groans with you; the creature is made subject to the bondage of your corruption,
not willingly; the sun does not willingly shine upon you to give you light to serve sin
and Satén; the earth does not willingly yield her increase to satisfy yoﬁr lusts; nor is it
willingly a stage for your wickedness to be acted upon§ the air does not willingly servé
you for breath to maintain the flame of life in your vitals, while yO\; spend ybnr life in
the service of God’s enemies. God’s creatures are good, and were made for men to serve
God with, and do not willingly subserve to any other purpose, and groan when they-are
abused to purposes so directly contrary to their nature and end. And the world would
spew you out, were it not for the sovereign hand of Him who hath subjected it in hope.
There are black clouds of God’s wrath now hanging directly over your heads, full of
the dreadful storm, and big with thunder; and were it not for the restraining hand of God,
‘it would immediately burst forth upon you. The 'sovereign pleasure of God, for
the presént, stays His rough wind; otherwise it would come with fury, and your
destruction would come like a whirlwind, and you would be like the chaff of the
summer threshing floor. '

The wrath of God is like great waters 'thét are dammed for the present; they
increase more and more, and rise higher and lngher, till an outlet is given; and the longer
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~ the stream is stopped, the more rapid and mighty is its course when once it is let ioose. ;
It is true that judgment against your evil works ﬁdS:not~been executed hitherto: the floods
of God’s vengeance have been withheld; but your guilt in the meantime: is constan'tly
_ increasing, and you are ew)ery day treasuring up more wrath; thé waters are constahtly
rising, and waxing more and more mighty; and there is nothmg but the mere pleasure of
God that holds the waters back, that are unwnllmg to be stopped, and press hard to go

- forward. If God should only withdraw His hand from the floodgate, it would |
immediately fly open, and the fiery floods of the ﬁerceness and wrath of God, would rush
forth ivith inconceivable fury, and would come upon ybu with omnipotent power; and if
your streﬁgth were ten thousand times greater than it is, yea, ten thousand times greater
than the strength of the stoutcst,dstnrdiest devil in hell, it would be nothing to withstand

or endure it.

The bow of God’s wrath is bent, and.the arrow made ready on the string, and
" justice bends the arrow at your heart, and strains the bow, and it is nothing but the mere
pleasure of God, and that of an angry God, without any promise or obligation at all, that
keeps the afrow one moment from being made drunk With your blood. Thus all you that
never passed under a great change df heart, by the mighty power of the Spirit of God upon |
your souls, all you that were never Born again, and made new creatures, and raised from
being dead in sin, to a state of new, and before altogethdr unexperienced light and life, are
in the hands of an angry God. However you' may have reformed your life in many things,
and may have had religious affections, and may keep up a form of religion in yout
families and closets, and in the house of God, it is nothing but His mere pleasure that -
keeps you from being this moment swallowed up‘ m everlasting destruction. However
unconvinced you may now be of the truth of what you‘ liear, by and by you will be fully
convinced of it. Those that are gone from bring in the like circumstances with you see
that it was so with them; for destruction came suddenly upon most of them; when they
expected nothing of it and while they were saymg, pqace.and safety: now they see that |
those things on which they depended for peace and safety, were nothing but thin air and
~ empty shadows. | ' .

,'\\
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The God that holds you over the pit of hell, much as one holds a spider or some
- loathsome insect over the fire, abhors you, and is dreadfully pro;roked: His wrath towards
you burns like fire. He looks upon you as worthy of nothing else but to be cast into the
fire; He is of purer eyes than to bear to have you in His sight; you are ten thousand times
more abominable in His eyes than the most hateful venomous serpent is in ours. You
have offended Him infinitely more than ever a stubborn rgbel did his prince; and yet it is .
_nothing but His hand that holds you from falling into the fire every moment. It is to be
ascribed to nothing else, that you did not go to hell the last night; that you was suffered
to awake again in this world, aﬁer you closed your eyes to slecp.v And there is no other
reason to be given, why you have not dropped into hell since you arose in the mormning,
but that God’s hand has held you up. There is no other reason to be giw}en why you have
not gone to hell, since you have sat here in the house of God, provoking His pure eyes by
your sinful wicked manner of attending His solemn worship. Yea, there is nothing else -
that is to be given as a reason why you do not thls very moment drop down into hell.

O sinner! Consider the fearful danger you are in: it is Q’gl'eat furnace of wrath, a
wide and bottomless pit, full of the fire of wrath, that you are held over in the‘ hand of that
God, whose wrath is provoked and incensed as much against you, as against many of the
damned in hell. You hang by a slender thread, with the flames of divine wrath flashing
about it, and ready every moment to singe it, and bum it asunder; and you have no
interest in anly Mediator, and nothing to lay hold of to save yourself, nothing to keep off
the flames of wrath, nothing of your own, nothing that you ever have done, nothing that
you can do, to induce God to spare you one moment. And consider here more particuiarly.
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AARDUIIN “Sarah Pierrepoint”

They say there is a young lady 'in"[Néw Haven] who

is beloved of that Great Being, who made and rules the
. world, and that there are certain séasons in which this Great -

bBeing, in some way or other invisible, comes to her and fills
‘her mind with exceeding sweet dehght, and that she hardly
cares for any ‘thing, except to medxtate on him—that she
expectsafterawhxleto bemcelvedup wherehels, to be
raised up out of the world and caugh up into heaven; being

o daudimiy, mh 111,
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assured that he loves llér too well to let her remain at a |
distance from him aIWays There she is to dwell with him,
and to be ravished with: his«.'iqvg and delight forever. There-

fore, if you present allthe ld before her, with the richest

of its treasures, she disfegaxds it and cares not for it, and is
unmindful of any pain or affliction. She has a strange sweet-
ness in her mind, and singular purity in her affections; is
most just and conscientious in ‘all her conduct; and you
could not persuade her to do any thing wmng or sinful if you
would give her all the world, lest she should offend this
Great Being. She is of ﬁ wonderful sweetness, calmness, and
universal benevolence of mind; especially after this Great
God has manifested himself to her mind. She will some-
times go about from place to placé, singing sweetly, and
seems to be always full of joy and pleasure; and no one
knows forvwha't. She  loves to be alone, walking in the
fields and groves, and ase,ems to have sdme one invisible

always conversing with her.

AAABUIIN “Personal Narrative®

“Personal Narrative” An Account of his CONVERSION, EXPERIENCES,
and RELIGIOUS EXERCISES, given by himself

I had a variety of Concemns and Exercises about my Soul from my Childhood: but
had two more remarkable Seasons of Awakening, before I met with that Change, by
which I was brought to those new Dlsposmons, and that new Sense of Things, that I have
since had. The first Time was when I was a Boy, some Years before I went to College,
at a Time of remarkable Awakening in my Father’s Congregation. I was then very much
affected for many Months, and concemed about the Things of Religion, and my soul’s
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~ Salvation; and was_abundaht in Duties. I used to pray five times a Day in secret, and to
spend much Time in religious Talk with other Boys; and used to meet with them to ;;ray
together. I experienced I know not what Kind of Delight in Religion. My Mind was
much engaged in it; anti had much self-righteous Pleaeure; and it Was ‘my Delight to
 abound in religious Duties. I, with some of my School-mates joined together, and built
a Booth ina Swamp, in a very secret and retu'ed Place, for a plaee of Prayer. And besides,
I had particular secret Places of my own in the Woods, where I used to retire by my self;
and used to be from time to time much affected. My Affections seemed to be lively and
easily moved, and I seemed to be in my Element, when engaged in religious Duties.
And I am ready to think, many are deceived with such Affections, and such a kind of
. Delight, as I then had in Religion, and rﬁistake it for Grace. ,

But in process of Time, my convictions and Affeetions wore off;' and I entirely
lost all those Affections and Delights, and left off secret Prayer, at least as to any constant
Performance of it; and returned like a Dog to his Vomit, and went on in Ways of Sin.

Indeed, T was at some Times very uneasy, especially towards the latter Part of
the Time of my being at College. “Till it,pleas’d GOD, in my last Year at College, Ai a
Time when I was in the midst of many uneasy Thoughts about the State of my Soul, to
seize me with a Pleurisy; in which he brought me nigh to the Grave, and shook me
over the Pit of Hell. N | o

" But yet, it was not leng after my Recovery, Before Ifell agaih into my old Ways of
Sin. But God would not suffer me to go on with any Quietness; but I had great and

violent inward Struggles: “till, after many Conflicts with wicked Inclinations, and o

repeated Resolutions, and Bonds that I laid my self under by a kind of Vows to God,
I was brought wholly to break off all former wxcked Ways, and all Ways of known
outward Sin; and- to apply my self to seek my Snlvatxon, and practise the Duties of
Relxglon But w1thout that kind of - Affecuon and Delight, that 1 had formerly
expenenced My Concern now wrought more by mward Struggles and. Conflicts, and
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Self-reflections, I made seeking my Salvation the mamanmess of my Life. But yet it
seems to me, I sought after a miserable manner: Which had made me some times since
to question, whether ever it issued in‘,t'hat which was saving; being ready to doubt,
whether such miserable seeking was ever succeeded. But yet I was brought to seek
Salvation, in a manner that I never was before. I felt a Spirit to part with all Things in
the World, for an Interest in Christ. My Concern continued and prevailed, with many
exercising Thoughts and inward Struggles; but yet it never seemed to be prope;r to

express my Concern that I had, by the Name of Terror.

- From my Childhood up, my Mind had been wont to be full of Objections against
the Doctrine of GOD’s Sovereignty, in choosing whoni he would to eternal Life, and
rejecting whom he _(pleased; leaving them eternally to perish, and be everlastingly
tormented in Hell. It used to appear like a horrible Doctrine to me. But I remember the
Time Very well, when I seemed to.be convinced, and fully satisfied, as to this Sovereignty
of God, and his Justice in thus eternally disposing of Men, according to his sovereign -
Pleasure. But never could give an Account, how, or by what Means,» I was thus
convinced; not I least imagining, in the Time of it, ’nor a long Time after, that there
was an extraordinary Influence of God’s Spirit in it: but only that now I saw further, and
my Reason apprehended the Justice and Reasonableness of it. However, my Mind rested
in it; and it put an end to all those Cavils and Objections, that had ‘tiﬁ then abode with
me, all the preceeding part of my Life. And there has bée_n a wonderful Alteration in my
Mind, with respect to the Doctrine of God’s Sovereignty, from that Day to this; so that I
scarce ever have found so much as the risihg of an Objection against God’s Sovereignty,
in the most absolute Sense, in shewing Mercy to whom he will shew Mercy, and harden-
ing and eternally damning whom he will. God’s absolute Sovereignty, and Justice, with
respect to Salvation and Damnation, is what my Mind seems to rest assured of, as much
as of any Thing that I see with my Eyes; at least it is so at Times. But I have often times
since that first Conviction, had quite another Kind of Sense of God’s Sovereignty, than I
had then. I have often sincé, not only had a Coﬁviction, but a dehgh!ﬁl] Conviction. The
Doctrine of God’s Sovereignty has very often appeared, an exceeding pleasant, bright and
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sweet Doctrine to me: and absolute Sovereignty is ‘whax I love to ascribe to God. But

my first Conviction was not with this.

The first that I remember that ever I found any\thing of that Sort of inward, sweet
- Delight in GOD and divine Things, that I have lived much in since, was on reading those
Words, I Tim.i. 17. “Now unto the King eternal, ifnmonal, inﬁsible, the only wise
GOD, be Honor and Glory for ever and ever, Amen.” As I read the Words, there came
~ into my Soul, and was as it were diffused thro’ it, a Sense of the Glory of the Divine
‘Being; a new Sense, quite different frdm any Thing I ever exﬁerienced before. Never any
Words of Scripture seemed to me as these ‘Words did I thought with my self, how
excellent a Being that was; :;\nd how happy I should be, if I might enjoy that God, and be -
wrapt up to God in Heaven, and be as it were swallowed up in Him. I kept saying, and as
it were singing over these Words of Scripture to my self; and went to Prayer, to pray to
GOD that I mxght enjoy him; and prayed in a manner qmte different. from what [ used to
do; with a new sort of Affection. But it never came mto my Thought, that there was any

thing spiritual, or of a saving Nature in this.

~ From about that Time, I began to have a new kind o‘f‘ Apprehensions and Ideas
of Christ, and the Work of Redemption, and the gloriou§ Way of Salvation by hirh.
I had an inward, sweet Sense of these Things, that at times came into my Heart; and my
Soul was led away in pleasant Views and Contemplaiions of them. And my Mind was
greatly erigaged, to spend my Time in reading and meditating on Christ; and the Beauty
and Excellency of his Person,‘ and the lovely Way of Salvation, by free Grace in him.
I found no Books so delightful to me, as those that treated of these Subjects. Those
Words Cant. ii. 1. Used to be abundantly with me: I'am the Rose of Sharon, the Lilly of
the Valleys. The Words seemed to me, sweetly to remes’eht, the Laoveliness é.nd Beauty of
fesus Chn'st; And the whole l?:ook of Canticles used to be pleésant to me; and I used to be
much in reading it, about that time. And found, from Time to Time, an inward Sweet- -
ness, that used, as it were, to carry me aWay in my Cohfemplaﬁonsﬁ in-what I know not
how ‘to express otherwise, than by a calm, sweet Abstraction of Soul from all the
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Concerns of this World; and a kmef Vision, or fix’d Ideas and Imaginations, of being
alone in the Mountains, or sdrhe solitary Wildemess, far from all Mankind, sweetly
conversing with Christ, and wrapt and swallowed up in GOD. The Sense I had of divine
Things, would often of a sudden as it were, kindle up a sweet burning in my Heart; an
ardor of my Soul, that I know not how to express.

Not long after I first began to experience these Things, I gave an Account to my
Father, of some Things that had pass’d in my Mind. I was pretty much affected by the
Discourse we had together. And when the Diséourse was ended, I walked abroad alone,
in a solitary Place in my Father’s Pasture, for Contemplation. And as I was walking there,
and looked up on the Sky and Clouds; there came into my Min'd, a sweet Sense of the
glorious Majesty and Grace of GOD, that I know not how to express. | seemed to see
them both in a sweet Conjunction: ’N\Iajesty and Meekness join’d together: It was a
sweet and gentle, and holy Majesty; 'and also a majestick Meekness; an awful Sweetness; -
a high, and great, and holy Gentleness.

After this my Sense of divine Things gradually increased, and became more and
more lively, and had more of that inward Sweetness. The Appearance of every thing was
altered: there seem’d to be, as it were, a calm, sweet Cast, or appearance of divine Glory,
in glmbst evéry Thing. God’s Excellency, his Wisdom, his Purity and Love, seemed to
appear in every Thing; in the Sun, Moon and Stars; in the Clouds, and blue Sky; in the
Grass, Flowers, Trees; in the Water, and all Nature; which used greatly to fix my Mind.
I often used to sit & view the Moon, for along time; and so in the"Day time, spent much
time in viewing the Clouds & Sky, to behold the sweet Glory of GOD in these Things:
in the méan Time, singing forth with a low Voice, my Contemplations of the Creator &
Redeemer. And scarce any Thing , among all the Wofks of Nature, was so sweet to me as
Thunder and Lightning. Formerly, nothing had been so terrible to me. I used to be a
Person uncommonly terrified with Thunder: and it used to striké me with Terror, when
I saw a Thunder-storm rising. But now, On the contrary, it rejoyced me. I felt GOD at
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the first Appearance of a Thunder-storm. And used to take the Opportunity at such
Times, to fix my self to view the Clouds; and see the Lightings play, and hear the
majestick & awful Voice of God’s Thunder: which often times was exceeding
entertaining, leading me to sweet Contemplanons of my great and glorious GOD. And
while I viewed, used to spend my time, as it always seem’d natural to me, to sing or |
chant forth my Medxtatxons, to speak my 'I'houghts m Sohloqules, and speak w1th a
smgmg Voice.

I felt then a great Satisfaction as to my good Estate But that did not content me.

1 had vehement Longings of Soul after GOD and CHRIST, and after more Holiness;
~ wherewith my Heart seemed to be full, nnd ready to break: which often brought to my
Mind, the Words of the Psalmist, Psal. cxix. 28. My Soul breaketh for the Longing it
hath. Often felt a mourning and lamenting in my Heart, that I had not tumed to GOD
sooner, that I might have had more time to grow in-Grace, 'My Mind was greatly fix’d on
divine Things; I was almost perpetually in the Contemplation of them. Spent most of
my Time in thinking of divine Things, Year ofter Yet;r And used to spend abundance of
my Time, in walking alone in the Woods, and solitafry Places, for Meditoﬁon, Soliloquy
and Pmyer, and Converse with GOD. And it was. alﬁays my Manner, at such times, to ’
sing forth my Contemplations. And was almost constantly in ejaculatory Prayer,
whetever I was. Prayer seem’d to be natural to me; as the Breath, by which the inward
 Bumnings of my Heart had vent. |

The Delights which I now felt in Things of Religion, were of an exceeding
different Kind, from those forementioned, that I had when I was a Boy. They were totally
of another Kind; and what I then had no more Notion or Idea of, than one born blind has
of pleasant and beautiful Colours. They were of a more inward, pure, Soul-animating
and refreshing Nature. Those former Ddights,’nevé ’reaeMd the Heart; and did not arise
from any Sight of the divine Exoellency of the 'l‘hingx of GOD; or any Taste of the
Soul-satisfying and’ Lnfe-gwmg Good there i is in thum
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My sense of divine Things seem’d graduallytoincmasc, ‘till I went to preach at

- New-York; which was about a Year and a half after they began. While I was there, I felt
them, very sensibly, in a much higher Degree, than I had done before. My Longings after
GOD & Holiness, were much increased. Pure and humble, holy and heavenly Christian-
ity, appeared exceeding amiable to me. I felt in me a buming.Desire to be in every Thing
a compleat Christiaﬁ; and conformed to the blessed Image of Christ: and that I might
live in all Thingé, according to the pure, sweet and blessed Rules of the Gospgl. I’ had an
eager thirsting after Progress in these Things. My Longings after it, put me upon pursuing
and pressing after them. It was my continual Strife Day and Night, and constant Inquiry,
How I should be more holy, and live more »holily., and more becoming a Fhild of God,
and Disciple of Christ. I sought an encrease of Grace and Holiness, and that I might live
an holy Life, with vastly more Eamestness, than ever [ soﬁght Grace, before I had it.
I used to be continually examining my self, and studying and contriving for likely Ways
and Means, how I should live holily, with far greater diligence ahd earnestness, than ever
I pursued any thing in my Life: But with too great a Dependence on my own Strength;
which afterwards proved a great Damage to me. My Experience had not then taught me,
as it has done since, my extream Feebleness and Impotence, every manner of Way; and

" the innumerable and bottomless Depths of secret Corruption and Deceit, that there was in
m); Heart. However, I went on with my eager pursuit after more Holiness; and sweet
conformity to Christ. ’

The Heaven I desired Qm a Heaven of Holiness; to be with GOD, and to spend
my Etemity in divine Love, and holy Communion with Christ. My Mind was very much -
taken up with Contemplations on Heaven, and the Enjoyments of those there; and living
there in perfect Holiness, Humility and Love. And it used at that Time to appear a great
Part of the happiness of Heaven, that there the Saints could express their Love to Christ, It
* appear’d to me a great Clog and Hindrance and Burden to me, that what I felt within, I
could not express to GOD, and give vent to, as I desired. The inward ardor of my Soul,
seem’d to be hinder’d and pent up, and could not freely flame out as it would. T used often
to think, how in Heaven, this sweet Principle should freely and fully vent and express it
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 self. Heaven appeared to me exceeding delightful as a World of Love. It appear’d to me,

that all Happiness consisted in living in pure, humble, heavenly, divine Love.

N

I remember the Thoughts I used then to have of Holiness. I remember I then said -

sometimes to my self, I do certainly know that I love Holiness, such as the

~ Gospel prescribes. It appeared to me, there was nothing in it but what was ravishingly
lovely. It appeared to me, to be the highest Beauty and Amiableness, above all other
‘Beauties: that it was a divine Beauty; far purer than any thing here upon Earth; and

that every thing else, was like Mire, Filth and Deﬁiement, in Comparison of it.

. Holiness, as I then wrote down some of my Cdntemplations on it, appeared to me
to be of a sweet, pleasant, charming, serene, calm Nature. It seem’d to me, it brought an
inexpressible Purity, Brightness, Peacefulness & Ravishment to the Soul: and that it made
the Soul like a Field or Garden of God, with all manner of pleasant Flowers; that is all
pleasant, delightful & undisturbed; enjoying a sweet Calm, and the gently vivifying
Beams of the Sun. The soul of a true Christian, as I then wrote my Medxtatxons, appear’d
like such a little white Flower, as we see in the Spring of the Year; low and humble on

the Ground, opening it’s Bosom, to receive the pleasant Beams of the Sun’s Glory;
- rejoycing as it were, in a calm Rapture; diffnsing around a sWeet Fragrancy; standing
peacefully and lovingly, in the midst of other Flowers round about, all in like Manner

opening their Bosoms, to drink in the Light of the Sun.

There was no Part of Creature-Holiness, that I then, and at other Times, had so
great a Sense of the Loveliness of, as Humility, Brokenness of Heart and Poverty of
Spirit: and there was nothing that I'had such a Spitit to long for. My Heart as it were
panted after this, to lie low before GOD, and i in the Dust; that I mxght be nothing, and
that GOD. might be all; thatlmxght becomeasalittle Chlld. .

While I was there at New~ Yodc; I <sometim$ was mﬁch affected with Reflections
on my past Life, considering how late it was, before I began to be truly religious; and how
I o
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wickedly I had lived till then: and once so as to weep abundantly, and for a considerable .

time together.

On January 12. 1722, 3. I made ttsolemn Dedication of my self to GOD, and
wrote it down; giving up my self, and all that I had to AGOD; to be for the future in no
Respect my own; to act as one that had no right to himself, in any Respect. And
solémnly vowed to take GOD for my whole Portion and Felicity; looking on nothing
else as any Part of my Happiness, nor acting as if it were: and his Law for the constant
Rule of my Obedience: engaging to fight with all my Might, against the World, the
Flesh and the Devil, to the End of my Life. But have Reason to be mﬁmtely humbled,

when I consider, how much I have fail’d to answering my Obligation.

I had then abuhdance of sweet retigious Conversation in the Family where I lived,
with Mr. John Smith, and his piotls Mother. My Heart was knit in Affection to those,
in whom were Appearances of true Piety; and I could bear the Thoughts of no othér
Companions, but such as were holy, and the Disciples of the blessed JESUS.

I had great Longings fbt the Advancement of Christ’s Kingdom in the World.
My.secret Prayer used to be in great Part taken up in praying forit. If heard the least hint
of any thing that happened in any Part of the World, that appear’d to me, in some Respect
or other, to have a favourable Aspect on the Interest of Christ’s ngdom, my Soul
~ eagerly catch’d at it; and it would much animate and refresh me. T used to be earnest to
read publick News-Letters, mainly for that End; to see if I could not find some News
favourable to the Interest of Religion in the World.

I very frequently used to retire into a solitary Place, on the Banks of Hudson’s
River, at some Distance from the City, for Contemplation on Divine Things, and secret
- Converse with GOD; and had mﬁny sweet Hours there. Sometimes Mr. Smith and I
“walked there together, to converse of the ThingsAof GOD; and our Conversation used
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much to turn on the Adyancet'nent of Christ’s Kingdom in the World, and the glorious
Things that GOD would accomplish for his Church in the latter Days.

I had then, and at other Times, the greatest Delight in the holy Scrit)tures of’ any

Book whatsoever. Often-times in reading it, every__ Word seemed to touch my Heart.

I felt an Harmony between something in ’my I-Ieart, and those sweet and powerful Words.

- I seem’d often to see so much Light, exhibited by every Sentence, and such a refreshing

ravishing Food communicated, that I could nat get along4 in reading. Used often-times to

dwell long on one Sentence, to see the Wonders contained in it; and yet almost every
Sentence seemed to be full of Wonders. ‘

I came away from New-York m the Month of Apn'l, 1723, and had a most bitter
parting with Madam Smith and her Son. My Heatt;soemed to sink within me, at leaving
the Family and City, where I had enjoyed so many sweet and pieasant Days. I went from
New-York to Weathersfield by Water. As I sail’d away, I kept Sight of the City as long
as I could; and when I was out of Slght of it, it would affect me much to look that Way,

" with a kind of Melancholly mixed with Sweetness. However, that Night after tl'us sor-‘

rowful parting, I was gmatly comforted in GOD at Westchester, where we went ashore to
lodge and had a pleasant Time of it all the Voyage to Saybrook. It was sweet to me to

_ think of meeting dear Christians in Heaven, where we should never part more. At
Saybrook we went ashore.to lodge on Saturday, and there kept Sabbath; where I had a
sweet and refreshmg Season, walking alone in the Fields

After I came home to Windsor,'remained much in a like Frame of my Mind, as

~ 1 had been in at New-York; but only some times felt my Heart ready to sink, with
the Thoughts of my Friends at New-York. Andimy“;Refuge and Support was in
‘Contemplations on the heavenly State; as I find in my Diary of May 1, 1723, It was my
. Comfoi-t to think of that State, ‘where there is fulnegsof Joy; ‘where reigns heavenly,
sweet, calm and delightful Love, without Alloy; whetethexe are continually the dearest
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Expressions of this Love; where is the Enjoyment of the Persons loved, without
ever parting; where these Persons that appear so lovely in this World, will really be
inexpressibly more lovely, and full of love to us. And how sWeetly will the mutual
Lovers join together to sing the Praises of GOD and the LAMB! How full will it fill us
with Joy, to think, that this Enjoyment, these sweet Exercises will nei'er cease or come to
an End; but will last to all Eternity!

Continued much in the same Frame in the genereal, that I had been in at
New York, till I went to New-Haven, to live there as Tutor of the College; having one
special Season of uncommon Sweetness: particularly once at Bolton, in a Journey from
Boston, walking out’alone in the Fields. After I went to New-Haven, I sunk iﬁ Religion;
my Mind being diverted from my eager and violent Pursuits after Holiness, by some
Affairs that greatly perplexed and distracted my Mind. o

In September, 1725. Was taken ill at New-Haven; and endeavouring to go
home to Windsor, was so ill at the North Village, that I could go no further: where [ lay
sick for about a Quarter of a Year. And in this Sickness, GOD was pleased to visit me
again with the sweet Influences of his Spirit. My Mind was greatly eﬁgaged there on
divine, pleasant Contemplations, and Longings of Soul. I observed that those who watched
with me, would often be looking out for the Morning, and seemed to wish for it. Which
brought to my Mind those Words of the Psalmist, which my Soul with Sweetness made
it’s own Language. My Soul waiteth for the Lord, more iban they that watch for the
Moming. And when the Light of the Morning came, and the Beains of the Sun came in
at the Windows, it refreshed my Soul from one Morning to another. It seemed to me to
be some Image of the sweet Light of GOD’s Glory. '

I remember, about that Time, I used greatly to long for the Conversion of some
that I was concerned with. It seem’d to me, I could gladly honor them, and with Delight
be a Servant to them, and lie at their Feet, if they were but truly holy.

But some Time after this, I was again greatly diverted in my Mind, with some
temporal Concerns, that exceedingly took up my Thoughts, greatly to the wounding of
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my Soul: and.went on through various Exercises, that it would be tedious to relate, that
gave me much more Experience of my own Heart, than ever I had before.

- Since I came to this Town,' I have often had sweet Complacency in GOD, in
Views of his glorious Perfections, and the Excellency of Jesus Christ. GOD has appeared.
‘to me, a glorious and lovely Being,h chiefly on the account of his Holiness. The Holiness
of GOD has always appeared to me the most lovely of all his Attributes. The Doctrines
of God’s absolute Sovereignty, and free Grace in shewing Mercy to whom he would
shew mercy, and Man’s absolute Dependance on the Operatrons of God’s Holy Spmt, ‘
have very often appeared to me as sweet and glonous Doctrines. These Doctrines have
been much my Delight. GOD’s Sovereignty has ever appeared to me, as great Part of his
Glory. It has often been sweet to me to go to GOD, and adore Himasa soverergn GOD,
and ask sovereign Mercy of Him.

I have loved the Doctrines of the Gospel: They have been to'my Soul like green
Pastures. The Gospel has seem’d to me to be the ﬁchest Treasure; the Treasure that I
| have most desired, and longed that it nright dwell richly in me. The Way of Salvationby
Christ, has appeared in a general Way, glorious and excellent, and most pleasant and .
beautiful. It has often seem’d to me, that it would in a great Measure spoil Heaven, to
receive it in any other Way. That Text has often been affecting and delightful to me, Isai.
xxxii. 2. A Man shall be an hiding Place from the Wind, and a Covert from the Tempest Etc.

It has often appear’d sweet to me, fo be united to CHRIST: to have Him for my
Head, and to be a Member of his Body: and also to have CHRIST for my Teacher and
Prophet. I very often think with Sweetness and Longings and Pantings of Soul, of being
a little Child, taking hold of CHRIST, to be led by Him through the Wildemness of this
World. That Text, Matth. xviii. At the Beginning,’ has often been sweet to me, Except
ye be converted, and become as little Children Etc. 1 love to think of coming to CHRIST,
to receive Salvation of him, poor in Spirif, and quite empty of Self; humbly exalting Him
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alone; cut entirely off from my own Root, and to grow into, and out of CHRIST: to have
GOD in CHRIST to be all in all; and'to live by Faith on the Son of GOD, a Life of
 humble, unfeigned Confidence in Him. That Scripture has often been sweet to me, Psal.
cxv. I Not. Unto us, O LORD, not unto us, but unto thy Name give Glory, for thy
Mercy, and for thy Truth’s sake. And those Words of Christ, Luk x. 21. In that Hour
Jesus rejoyced in Spirit, and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of Heaven and Earth, that
thou hast hid these Things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto Babes:
Even sb Father, for so it seemed good in thy Sight. That Sovereignty of GOD that Christ
rejoyced in, seemed to me to be worthy to be rejoyced in; and that rejoycing of CHRIST,
seemed to me to shew the Excellency of CHRIST, and the Spirit that he was of.

Sometimes only mentioning a single Word, causes 'my'Heart to burn within me: .
or only seeing the Name of CHRIST, or the Name of some Attribute of GOD. And
GOD has appeared glorious to me, on account of the TRINITY. It has made me have
exalting Thoughts of GOD, that he subsists in three Persons; FATHER, SON, and |
HOLY GHOST. ‘ -

Th;a sweetest Joys and Delights I have experienced, have not been those that have
arisen from a Hope of my own good Estate; butin a direct View of the glorious Things
of the Gospel. Whenvl énjoy this Sweetness, it seems to carry me above the Thoughts of
my own safe Estate. It seems at such Times a Loss that I cannot bear, to take off my Eye
from the glorious, pleasant Object I behold without me, to turn my Eye in upon my self,
and my own good Estate. '

_ My Heart has been much on the Advancement of Christ’s Kingdom in the World.
The Histories of the past Advancement of Christ’s Kingdom, have been sweet to me.
When I have read Histories of past Ages, the pleasantest Thing in all my reading has
been,'to read of the Kingdom of Christ being promoted. And when I have expected in my
reading, to come to any such thing, I have lotted upon it all the Way as I read. And my
‘Mind has been much entertained and delighted, with the Scripture Promises and
Prophecies, of the future glorious Advancement of Christ’s Kingdom on earth.
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" I have sometirhes had a ‘Sense of the excellent Fulness of Christ, and his Meetness
and Suitableness as a Saviour; whereby he has appeared to me, far above all, the chief of
ten Thousands. And his Blood and Atonement has appeared sweet, and his Righteougness

sweet; which is always accompanied with an Ardency of Spirit, and inward Strugglings -

and Breathings and Groanings, that cannot be uttered to be emptxed of my self, and
swallowed up in CI-IRIST

Once, as I rid out into the Woods for my Health, Anno 1737; and having lit from

my Horse in a retired Place, as my Manner commonly has been, to walk for divine

Contemplation and Prayer; I had a View, that for nie was extraordinhry, of the Glory of
the SON OF GOD; as Mediator between GOD and Man; and His wonderful, great, full,

pure and sweet Grace and Love, and meek and gentle Condescention. This Grace, that
appear’d to me so calm and sweet, appear’d‘ gi'eat above the Heavens. The Person of
CHRIST appear’d meffably excellent, with an Excellency great enough to swallow up
all Thought and Conceptxon Which contmued as near as I can judge, about an Hour,

which kept me, the blgger Part of the Time, in a Flood of Tears, and weeping aloud. I |
. felt withal, an Ardency of Soul to be, what I know not otherwise how to express, than to

be emptied and anmhilated to lie in the Dust, and to be full of Christ alone; to love him
with a holy and pure Love, to trust in him; to hve upon him; to serve and follow him, and
to be totally wrapt up in the Fullness of Christ; and to be perfectly sanctified and made
pure, with a divine and heavenly Purity. I have several other Times, had Views very
much of the same Nature, and that have had the same Effects.

\ .

I have many Times had a Sense of the Glory of the third Person in the Trinity, in
his Office of Sanctifier; in his holy Operations communicating divine Light and Life to
the Soul. GOD in the Communications of his Holy Spirit, has appear'd as an infinite
Fountain of Divine Glory and Sweetness, being full and sufﬁclent to fill and satxsfy the
Soul: pouring forth it self in sweet Commumcatlons, like tbe Sun in its Glory, sweetly
and pleasantly diffusing Light and Lnfe £, »
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I have sometimes had an affecting Sense of the Excellency of the Word of
GOD, as a Word of Life; as the Light of Life; a sweet, excellent, Life-giving Word:
accompanied with a thirsting after that Word, that it might dwell richly in my Heart.

I have often since I lived in this*Town,\had very affecting Views of my’own
Sinfulness and Vileness; very frequently so as to hold me in a kind of loud Weeping,
sometimes for a considerable time together: so that I have often been forced to shut my
self up. Ihave had a vastly greater Sense of my own Wickedness, and the Badness of my
Heart, since my Conversion, than ever I had before. It has often 'appeared to me, that if
GOD should mark Iniquity against me, I should appear the very worst of all Mankind; of
all that have been since the beginning of the World to this time: and that I should have by
far the lowest Place in Hell. When others that have come to talk with me about their Soul
Concerns, have expressed the Sense they have had of their own Wickedness, by saying
that it seem’d to them, that they were as bad as the Devil himself; I thought their
Expressions seemed exceeding faint and feeble, to represent my Wickedness. I thought
I should wonder, that they should content themselves witﬁ such Expteésions as these, if
I had any Reason to imagine, that their Sin bore any Proportion to mine. It seemed to me,
I should wonder at my /self, if I should express my Wickedness in such feeble Terms
as they did. -

My Wickedness, as [ am in my self, has long appear’d to me pérfectly ineffable,
and infinitely swallowing up all Thought and Imagination; like an infinite Deluge, or
infinite Mountains over my Head. I know not how to express better, what my Sins appear
to me to be, then by heaping Infinite upon Infinite, and multiplying Infinite by Infinite.
Igo abouf very often, for this many Years, with these Expressions in my Mind, and inmy
Mouth, “Infinite upon Infinite. Infinite upon Infinite!” When I look into my Heart, and
take a view of my Wickedness, it looks like an Abyss infinitely deeper than Hell. And it
appears to me, that were it not for free Grace, exalted and raised up to the infinite Height
of all the fulness and glory of the great JEHOVAH, and the Arm of his Power and Gfgce
stretched forth, in all the Majesty of his Power, and in all the Glory of his Sovereignty,
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I should appear sunk down in my Sins infinitely below Hell it self, far beyond Sight of
every Thing, but the piercing Eye of God’s Grace, that can pierce even down to such a
Depth, and to the bottom of such an Abyss. ‘

And yet, I ben’t in the least inclined to think, that I have a greater éonvicﬁon of
Sin than ogdinaxy. It seems to me, my Conviction of Sin is exceeding small, and faint. It
appears to me ehough to amaze me, that I have no more Sense of my Sin. I know
certainly, that I have very little Sense of my sinfulness. That my Sins appear to me so -
great, don’t seem to me to be, because I have so much more Conviction of Sin than other
Christians, but because I am so much worse, and h'ave'_éo mﬁch more Wickedness to be
convinced of. When I have had these Turns of weeping and crying for my Sins, I thought
I knew in the Time of it, that my Repentance was nothing to my Sin.

I have greatly longed of late, for a broken Heart, and to lie low before GOD
and when I ask for Humility of GOD, I can’t bear the Th‘ouéhts of being no more humble,
than other Christians. It seems to me, that tho’ their Degrees of Humility may be suitable -
for them; yet it would be a vile Self-exalu;tion in me,f not to be the lowest in Humility
of all Mankind. Others speak of their longing to be humbled to the Dust. Tho’ that may
be a proper Expression for them, 1 always think fbrv my self, that I ought to be humbled
down below Hell. *Tis an Expression that it has long been natural for me to use in Prayer
to God. I ought to lie infinitely low before GOD. |

It is affectihg to me to think, how ignorant I was, when I was a young Christian;
of the bottomless, infinite Depths of Wickedness, Pride, Hypocrisy and Deceit left in my
Heart. ‘ ‘ = : ’

I have vastly a greater Sense, of my univcrsal,)ex@ding Dependence on God’s
Grace and Strength, and meer good Pleasure, of late, than I used formerly to have; and
have experienced more of an Abhorrence of my own Righteousness. The Thought of
any Comfort or Joy, arising in me, on any:‘Coryxs'i‘der'at‘ion, ‘or Reflection on my own
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Amiableness, or any of my own Performances or Experiences, or any Goodness of Heart
or Life, is nauseous and detestable to me. And yet I am greatly afflicted with a proud and
self-righteous Spirit; much more sensibly, than I used to be formerly. I see that Serpent
rising and putting forth it’s Head, continually, every where, all around me.

"Tho’ it seemis to me, that in someRespects I was a far better Christian, for two or
three Years after my first Conversion, than I am now; and lived in a more constant
Delight and Pleasure: yet of late Yean:l, I have had a more full and constant Sense of the
absolute Sovereignty of GOD, and a delight in that Sovereignty; and have had more of a
Sense of the Glory of CHRIST, as a Mediator, as revealed in the Gospel. On one Saturday
Night in particular, had a particular Discovery of the Excellency of the Gospel of
CHRIST, above ali other Doctrines; so that I could not but say to my self, “This is my
chosen Light, my chosen Doctrine:” and of Christ, “This is my chosen Prophet.”
It appear’d to me to be sweet beyond all Expression, to follow Christ, and to be taught
and enlighten’d and instructed by him; to leam of him, and live to him.

Another Saturday Night, January 1738, 9. had such a Sense, how sweet and
blessed a Thing it was, to walk in the Way of Duty, to do that which was right and meet
to be done, andagreeabletoﬂueholyMindofGOD; that it caused me to break forth into
a kind of a loud weeping, which held me some Time; so that I was forced to shut my self
up, and fasten the Doors. 1 could not but as it were cry out, “How happy‘am.e they which *
do that which is right in the Sight of GOD! They are blessed indeed, they are the happy
ones!” I had at the same time, a very affecting Senée, how meet and suitable it was that
GOD should govern the World, and order all Things wcordmg to his own Pleasure ; and
Imjoycedmxt,thatGODmgned,andtlmtthﬂlwasdone
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