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THE SPECTATOR CLUB

The Spectator, No. 2,  March 2,  I 71 I

Richard Steele

At alii sex, Et plures  uno  conclamant ore. The first of our society is a gentleman

of Worcestershire, of ancient descent, a baronet, his name Sir Roger do Coverley. His

great-grandfather was inventor of that famous county-dance which is called after him. All

who know that shire are very well acquainted with the pans and merits of Sir Roger. He is

a gentleman that is very singular in his behavior, but his singularities proceed from his

good sense and are contradictions to the manners of the world only as he thinks the world

is in the wrong. However, this humor creates him no enemies, for he does nothing with

sourness or obstinacy; and his being unconfined to modes and forms makes him but the

readier and more capable to please and oblige all  who know him.

When he is in town, he lives in Soho  Square. It is said he keeps himself a

bachelor by reason he was crossed in love by a pervese,  beautiful widow of the next

county to him. Before this disappointment Sir Roger was what you call a fine gentleman,

had often supped with my Lord Rochester and Sir George Etherege, fought a duel upon

his first coming to town, and kicked Bully Dawson in a public coffee house for calling him

“youngster.” But beingill-used by the above-mentioned widow, he was very serious for a

year and a half; and though, his temper being naturally jovial, he at last got over it, he grew

careless of himself, and never dressed afterwards. He continues to wear a coat and

doublet of the same cut that were in fashion at the time of his repulse, which, in his merry

humors, he tells us, has been in and out twelve times since he first wore it.

He is now in his fifty-sixth year, cheerful, gay, and hearty; keeps a good house

both in town and country; a great lover of mankind; but there is such a mirthful cast in his

behavior that he is rather beloved than esteemed. His tenants grow rich, his servants look

satisfied, all the young women profess love to him, and the young men are glad of his

company. When he comes into a house, he calls the servants by their names, and talks all

the way upstairs to a visit. I must not omit that Sir Roger is a justice of the quorum, that he

fills the chair at a quarter-session with great abilities; and three months ago gained

universal applause by explaining a passage in the Game Act.*

2Ro~rt  C.Pooley.  George K.Andersom,  Paul Farmer, Helen Thornton. England in Literature, &I  253-254.

(1966)
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Realism

- “Truth can be discovered by the individual through his senses?”

- “It is an image of what life is, not of what life is like.”

- Realism in art is not a method but a tendency.
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THE EDUCATION OF WOMEN - Daniel Defoe

I have often thought of it as one ot the most barbarous customs in the world,

considering us as a civilized and ;i Christian country, that we deny the advantages of

learning to women. We reproach the sex every day with folly and impertinence, while I am

confident, had they the advantages of education equal to us, they would be guilty of less

than ourselves.

One would wonder, indeed, ,how  it should happen that women are conversable at

all, since they are only beholding to natural parts for all their knowledge. Their youth is

spent to teach them to stitch and sew or make baubles. They are taught to read, indeed,

and perhaps to write their names or so, and that is the height of a woman’s education. And

I would but ask any who slight the sex for their understanding, what is a man (a gentleman,

I mean) good for that is taught no more?

I need not give instances or examine the character of a gentleman with a good

estate and of a good family and with tolerable parts, and examine what figure he makes for

want of education.

The soul is placed in the body like a rough diamond and must be polished, or the

luster of it will never appear; and ‘tis manifest that as the rational soul distinguishes us from

brutes, so education carries on the distinction and makes some less brutish than others.

This is too evident to need any demonstration. But why then should women be denied the

benefit of instruction? If knowledge and understanding had been useless additions to the

sex, God Almighty would never have given them capacities, for He made nothing

needless. Besides, I would ask such what they can see in ignorance that they should think

it a necessary ornament to a woman? or how much worse is a wise woman than a fool?

or what has the woman done.3

%obert  C. Pooley,  G&ge K. Anderson, Paul Farmer, Helen Thornton : England in Literature  nril  260-261 (1966).
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COMIC EPIC AND THE TRUE RIDICULOUS
Now, a comic romance is a comic epic-poem in prose; differing from comedy, as

the serious epic from tragedy: its action being more extended and comprehensive;

containing a much larger circle of incidents, and introducing a greater variety of characters.

It differs in its characters, by introducing persons of inferior rank, and consequently, of

inferior manners, whereas the grave romance sets the highest before us; lastly, in its

sentiments and diction, by preserving  the ludicrous instead of the sublime. In the diction, I

think, burlesque itself may be sometimes admitted; of which many instances will occur in

this work, as in the description of the battles, and some other places, not necessary to be

pointed out to the classical reader, for whose entertainment those parodies or burlesque

imitations are chiefly calculated.5
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k.J.  Rawson.  The Profiles in Literature Series, (1969). Mril  17.
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Tobias  Smollett (1721-1771)
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