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girl knew and showed his interest in her for testing the girl's feeling.

His test was successful because the girl showed her dissatisfaction right

away. She also talked about the other boy who kept calling her the whole

night. The reason she did this was because she wanted to tell him that

she did not care about him and that he should not talk about other girl

in front of her. But before they left the girl kept asking whether the

boy would call her and the boy promised that he would call her. The way

they talked to each other tells us that both did want to show their real

feelings.

The writer named her story "The Last Tea" because it might be the last

time they would have tea together as friends. From now on their feelings

toward each other would change - from just being friends to being lovers.

Because of the tea they had this time they now knew their real feelings.

1. Of the two characters, Maria in “Clay” and Mabel Waring in "The New

nress", Maria seemed to be more life-like. She was an ordinary woman who

we can meet in the world. Though she looked like a witch when she laughed

she was kind and generous. She worked at Lamplight Laundry and always

spoke sweetly and sincerely to everyone. This is why she was always sent

for when her working friends quarreled with each other and she always

succeeded in making peace. Like other women, she wanted to have a family

but no man would ask her to marry. However, she was satisfied with her

life. Thus she was quite happy though she was not rich. People like

Maria who know themselves and accept reality can be often found a lot in

the world.

EN355 209





and hunting animals. She always claimed that the animals her brother

could shoot were hers. Sometimes she felt tired and wanted to go home

to rest and to take 8 bath but she dared not leave her brother alone

behind. But as for her behavior, the writer did not tell us directly

about her. She let her reader think. The reader must judge from the way

she thought or did or from what she said to her brother. The writer did

not tell the reader that she was 8 kind girl and had 8 strong understand-

ing of a mother's love. But the reader discovers how sensitive she is

when she saw a mother rabbit who was about to give birth to its babies

shot dead by her brother. She never forgot this event.

4 . Mr. Nilson  in "The Japanese Quince" woke up one morning and looked

through his window to the garden near his house. He saw a little tree

which was blossoming. He walked to the garden. He wanted to know the

name of the tree. But in the garden he met Mr. Tandram  who was also look-

ing at the tree. He found that Mr. Tandram,  his neighbor, was similar to

him. This made  him upset and he went back to his house.

Yes, the flower called the Japanese Quince was used by the writer as a

symbol gjf' Mr. Nilson's  life. All his life he was busy with his work and

had no time to look at himself and the things around him. Most business-

men who are serious with their work and have many things to think about

may suffer from heart disease and Mr. Nilson  was aslso one of them. He

never knew what he looked like and was suffering with heart disease. On

this raorning he had time to look at the things around him, but he saw a

Japanese quince blossoming to welcome new season - spring. He met Mr.

Tandram  who was 8s tall as him. dressed like him and had manners like

him. He did not know why he became upset. He tried to avoid the reali-

ty of discovering himself. The writer used 8 Japanese quince to repre-

sent Mr. Nilson  who just found himself like this tree which blossomed in

spring to welcomr  a new season.
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