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L'huugh he Lried  not LIJ Lhink of it, at twenty-nine Tommy Castelli's

life was a screaming bore. It wasn't just Rosa or the store they tended for

profits counted in pennies, or the unendurably slow hours and endless dri-

vel 'that went with selling candy, cigarettes, and soda water; it was this
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iick-in-Lhe-stumach  f e e l i n g  of  b e i n g  t r a p p e d  i n  o l d  m i s t a k e s ,  e v e n  s o m e  h e

ILilCl t~~adr  before  Kosa c h a n g e d  rouy  inLu T o m m y . H e  h a d  b e e n  a s  ‘Tony a  k id

,>I ,ui>,,>  drrains and  scheiues, r:%peclally  g e t t i n g  o u t  o f  t h i s  teneaentl-

/‘I ulrtli~d. kid-squauklng=  ue~ghhorhood.  w i t h  i t s  l o u s y  p o v e r t y ,  b u t  e v e r y -

tilrle  had f-uuled  UJ,  against  hioi b e f o r e  ht,  c o u l d . W h e n  h e  was s i x t e e n  h e

11~  iL Lhe \‘ucat~onal  s c h o o l  whcdrr Lhey  were m a k i n g  h i m  i n t o  a  s h o e m a k e r ,

:~ntl  11eya11  tu hazy  o u t  w i t h  Lhr grey-hatted,  t h i c k - s o l e d - s h o e  b o y s ,  w h o  h a d

I,II~  .>par’c  L iuie aud  L~C  ,,~azuuia d11d  showed  i t  i n  f a t  w o n d e r f u l  r o l l s  d o w n  i n

ii hi. ce 11 ii, c l u b s  L o  a l l  w h o  wuuld  l o o k ,  and  e v e r y b o d y  d i d ,  popeyed.  T h e y

wt~r r tht.  onea w h o  h a d  b o u g h t  ~.hr  s i l v e r  c a f e  e s p r e s s o  u r n  a n d  l a t e r  t h e

Lrlei isiun, a n d  LheJ a r r a n g e d  the  p i z z a  p a r t i e s  a n d  h a d  t h e  g i r l  d o w n ;  b u t

IL  ~a> getting 111  w i t h  t h e m  and t h e i r  c a r s , l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  h o l d u p  o f  a  li-

L, u 0 I >L”l’U, t h a t  haci s t a r t e d  ill I  t h e  p r e s e n t  t r o u b l e .  L u c k y  f o r  h i m  the

t’i~al-a~~d-  i c e  lman whc~  w a s  L h r i  1 l a n d l o r d  k n e w  t h e  l e a d e r  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,

XIICI  tiley  arrilnged  suuething  50 nobody  bothered  h i m  a f t e r  t h a t .  Then  b e f o r e

tit, kil?i uhat  wab  going  on-hc, had b e e n  f r i g h t e n e d  s i c k  b y  t h e  w h o l e  m e s s - -

1.I2e1.r  ~a> tiis father  cooking  u{>  a  d e a l  w i t h  R o s a  Agnello’s  o l d  m a n  t h a t

IIJL,~ WOUIU  uarrb  heI and thr  I  ather‘-ill-law  w o u l d .  o u t  o f  h i s  s a v i n g s ,  o p e n

il calli~  :sI.u~~ fol, h i m  L O  luakt~  ail h o n e s t .  l i v i n g .  H e  w o u l d n ’ t  s p i t  o n  a  c a n -

: , >  ‘,: \,l’P, aud Kosa aria> t o o  plaili a n d  Iank  a  c h i c k  f o r  h i s  p e r s o n a l  t a s t e ,

II, ht. IIC~L 1~. uff  LU ‘rexas  auu ~~umsed  around=  in L o o  m u c h  s p a c e ,  a n d  w h e n

ilt (.a~e  b a c k  e v e r y b o d y  s a i d  il. w a s  f o r  R o s a  a n d  t h e  c a n d y  s t o r e .  a n d  i t  w a s

‘11 i  a~.rarlged dgain  a n d  h e , wJLhout.  s a y i n g  uo.  w a s  in i t .

ell5u-,a4wli

I Lclleinellt. :  l a r g e b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a p a r t m e n t s  f o r  t h e  u s e  o f  m a n y  f a m i -

l i e s  a t  l o w  r e n t . : ,  ~9~~~?~7au~?u~unsnu”~~~~~~~~~~~

*I
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That was how he had landed on Prince Street in the Village, working

from eight in the morning to almost midnight everyday, except for an hour

off,each  afternoon when he went upstairs to sleep, and on Tuesday, when

the store was closed and he slept some more and went at night alone to the

movies. He was too tied always for schemes now, but once he tried to make a

little cash on the side by secretly taking in punchboards some syndicate’

was distributing in the neighborhood, on which he collected a nice cut and

in this way saved fifty-five bucks that Rosa didn't know about; but then

Lhe  syndicate was written up by a newspaper, and the punchhoards all dis-

appeared. Another time. when Rosa was at her mother's house, he took a

chance and let them put in a slot machine that could guarantee a nice price

of change if he kept it long enough. He knew of course he couldn't hide it

from her,so  when she came and screamed when she saw it,he  was ready and pa-

yelled,and  he explained it was not

played it got a roll of mints eve-

Lient,for  once not yelling back when she

Lhe same as gambling because anybody who

ry time he put in a nickel.Also  the math

dollars cash they could use to buy telev

without going to a bar;but  Rosa wouldn't

ine would supply them a few extra

ision  so he could see the fights

let up screaming,and  later her fa-

ther came in shouting that he was a criminal and chopped the machine apart

with a plumber's hammer..The  next day the cops
2

raided3 for slot machines

and gave out summonses wherever they found them, and though Tommy's place

was practically the only candy store in the neighborhood that didn't have

one, he felt bad about the machine for a long time.

I. syndicate : business association that supplies articles, cartoons etc.

to periodicals; combination of commercial firms associated

to forward a common interest = a?u~ul~u~u7"u,~sn7ao~~~~"

ad?&4

2. cups : (slang) policemen = d?s23

:i . ~ru ided :  a t t a c k e d  ~J?u
w
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Mornings had been his best time of day because Rosa stayed upstairs

cleaning. and since few people came into the store till noon, he could sit

around alone, a toothpick in his teeth, looking over the News and Mirror on

the fountain counter, or maybe gab with one of the old cellar-club guys who

had happened to come by for a pack of butts, about a horse that uas running

that day or how the numbers were paying lately; or just sit there, drinking

r:offee  and thinking how far away he could get on the fifty-five he had

stashed away  in the cellar. Generally the mornings were this way, but af-

l.er  cne  siut  machine, usually Lhe  whole day stank and he along with it.

lime  rotted in him, and all he could think of the whole morning, was going

LO sleep  in the afternoon, and he would wake up with the sour remembrance

iti'  the long night in the store ahead of him, while everybody else was doing

ii:,  he darox pleased. He cursed2 the candy store and Rosa, and cursed, from

its beginning. his unhappy life.

It was no one of these bad mornings that a ten-year-old girl from

:r~,ound the  block came in and asked for two rolls of colored tissue paper,

one  red  atld  one yellow. He wanted to tell her to go to hell and stop bo-

Ithrrjrrg, but instead went with bad grace to the rear, where Rosa, whose

brlgtrL  idea it was to keep the stuff, had put it. He went from force of

Ilalllt. fol,  the girl had been coming  in every Monday since the summer for

the  same  thing, because her rock-faced mother, who looked as if she ar-

ranged hei ~tin  widowhood, took  care of some small kids after school and

have  them the paper to cut out dolls and such things. The girl, whose name

IIF didn't  know, resembled her mother, except her features were not quite so

sharp  and she had very light skin with dark eyes; but she was a plain kid

and uuuld  be more  so at twenty. He had noticed, when he went to get the pa-

Per. that she always hung back as if afraid to go where it was dark, though

I. stashed away : put it safely; hid it = dau?t?'

2. cursed : used violent language against = 6i?

EN355 147



nt’  kept  the  comics  there  and most  o f  the  other  kids  had to  be  s lapped away

from them; and that when he brought her the tissue paper her skin seemed to

grow whiter and her eyes shone.  She always handed him two hot dimes and

went out without glancing back.

It happened that Rosa, who trusted nobody, had just hung a mirror on

the back wall , and as Tommy opened the drawer to get the girl her paper

this Monday morning that he felt so bad, he looked up and saw in the glass

something  that  made i t  seem as  i f  he  were  dreaming.  The g ir l  had disap-

peared,  but  he  saw a  white  hand reach into  the  candy case  for  a  choco late

bar  and for  another , innocent ly  wait ing  for  him.  He fe l t  at  f i rst  l ike

grabbing  her  by  the  neck  and socking  t i l l  she  threw up,  but  he  had  been

caught, as he sometimes was, by this thought of how his Uncle Dom, years

ago before he went away, used to  take  with  him Tony alone  o f  a l l  the  kids ,

when he went crabbing to Sheepshead  Bay. Once they went at night and threw

the baited wire  t -raps  into  the  water  and after  a  whi le  pul led  them up and

they  had  th is  green  lobster  in one , and just  then this  fat - faced  cop  came

along  and  sa id  they  had  t o  throw  i t  b a c k  unless  i t  was nine inches .  Dom

>aid  i t  w a s  n i n e  i n c h e s , b u t  t.he  cop  said  not  to  be  a  wise  guy so  Dom mea-

SUI  eti i t  and i t  was ten, a n d  they  laughed  about  that  lobster  a l l  n ight .

‘l’hrn  he rvmembered  how he had fe l t  a f ter  Dom was gone,  and tears  f i l led  his

cqes.  He found himsel f  th inking  about  the  way his  l i fe  had turned out ,  and

t.tlrn  abuut.  t h i s  g i r l , moved that  she  was  so  young and a  thie f .  He fe l t  he

~rught  to d o  something  for  her,warn her  to  cut  i t  out  before  she  got  trapped

and  f o u l e d  up’ h e r  l i f e  b e f o r e  i t  g o t  s t a r t e d , His  urge  to  do  this  was

.;I.1  oug, but  dhen  he  went  forward she  looked up fr ightened because  he  had ’

Laker1  so  l ong .The  fear  in  her  eyes  bothered  h im and  he  d idn ’ t  say  anything .

She  thrust  out  the  dides, grabed  at  the  t issue  ro l ls  and ran out  o f  the

store.

1. f o u l e d  u p : made or became foul = ?il1hila~  tilbnriun  &dathda~&lM

148 EN 355



H e  had  LU s i t  d o w n . H e  k e p t  t r y i n g  t o  m a k e  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  s p e a k  t o

her yr,  away, b u t  i t  c a m e  b a c k  s t r o n g e r  t h a n  e v e r .  H e  a s k e d  h i m s e l f  w h a t

d i f f e r e n c e  d o e s  i t  m a k e i f  s h e  s w i p e s  c a n d y - - s o  s h e  s w i p e s  i t ;  a n d  t h e

r o l e  of r e f o r m e r  w a s  s t r a n g e  a n d  d i s t a s t e f u l  t o  h i m ,  y e t  h e  c o u l d  n o t  con-

vin<,r h i m s e l f  t h a t  w h a t  h e  f e l t  h e  m u s t  d o  w a s  u n i m p o r t a n t .  B u t  h e  w o r r i e d

he  would nut  kuow  w h a t  to s a y  Lo h e r . A l w a y s  h e  h a d  t r o u b l e  s p e a k i n g  r i g h t ,

\Lumbled  eve, w o r d s , especialI> 111  new  s i t u a t i o n s .  H e  w a s  a f r a i d  h e  w o u l d

.>ound l i k e  ‘ a  j e r k  a n d  s h e  w o u l d  riot t a k e  h i m  s e r i o u s l y .  H e  h a d  t o  t e l l  h e r

LH 2%  s u r e  w a y  su t h a t  even i f  it s c a r e d  h e r , s h e  w o u l d  u n d e r s t a n d  h e  h a d

!lorl~- il. LU s e t  h e r  s t r a i g h t .  lie  m e n t i o n e d  h e r  t o  o n  o n e  b u t  o f t e n  t h o u g h t

il1>uut.  h e r , tllways  luoking  around  w h e n e v e r  h e  went  o u t s i d e  t o  r a i s e  t h e  awn-

stag  ~1‘  w a s h  t h e  windok. t o  see i f  a n y  o f  t h e  g i r l s  p l a y i n g  i n  t h e  s t r e e t

with her. nw. Lhey  n e v e r  were. lhe f’ollowing  M o n d a y , a n  h o u r  a f t e r  o p e n i n g

Lhv :,Lore  tic h a d  smoked a  ful  I  pn(,k  o f  b u t t s . H e  t h o u g h t  h e  had.  f o u n d  w h a t

h e  wanted  t o  s a y  b u t  w a s  afraid f o r  s o m e  r e a s o n  s h e  w o u l d n ’ t  c o m e  i n ,  o r  i f

s h e  d i d , t h i s  t i m e  s h e  w o u l d  b e  a f r a i d  t o  t a k e  t h e  c a n d y .  H e  w a s n ’ t  s u r e  he

wanled  t h a t  t o  happer,  u n t i l  h e  h a d  s a i d  w h a t  h e  h a d  t o  s a y .  B u t  a t  a b o u t

f:levr~rs, w h i l e  h e  w a s  r e a d i n g  the  N e w s ,  s h e  a p p e a r e d ,  a s k i n g  f o r  t h e  t i s s u e

PaPer, hel,  e y e s  s h i n i n g  s o  h e  h a d  L o  l o o k  a w a y .  H e  knew  s h e  m e a n t  t o  s t e a l .

rioihy LU Lhe a-car  h e  s l o w l y  uptrued  t h e  d r a w e r , k e e p i n g  h i s  h e a d  l o w e r e d  a s

he ylluaked  ;, luok  into t h e  g l a s s  a n d  s a w  h e r  s l i d e  b e h i n d  t h e  c o u n t e r .  H i s

litlill’l. b e a t  ,,ard  a n d  h i s  f e e t  f e l t  liailed  t o  t h e  f l o o r .  H e  t r i e d  t o  r e m e m -

b e r  w h a t  h e  h a d  i n t e n d e d  t o  do , but  h i s  mind  was  l ike  a  dark ,  empty  room so

he let her,  i n  t h e  e n d , s l i p  a w a y  a n d  s t o o d  t o n g u e - t i e d ’ ,  t h e  d i m e s  b u r n i n g

JI j s pa I m .

AfLerwcards, he  told h i m s e l f  t h a t  hr h a d n ’ t  s p o k e n  t o  h e r  b e c a u s e  i t

was uhlle  sht.  s t i l l  h a d  t h e  ~:a~id>  1111  her, a n d  s h e  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  s c a r e d

wc,rse Lhar,  tttd  wanteu.  W h e n  he ve,ii,  upstairs, i n s t e a d  o f  s l e e p i n g ,  h e  s a t  a t

1 Loilgue-t  It;<1 :  silrut;  unable  L o  speak  = ;6l‘lPlklofl
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the  kitchen window, looking  out  into  the  back  yard . He blamed himself for

be ing  too  so f t ,  too  chicken,  but  then he  thought , no there was a better way

Lo do  i t .  He would  do  i t  indirect ly , slip her a hint he knew, and he was

pretty  sure  that  would  stop her .  Sometime after ,  he  would  explain  to  her

why it was good she had stopped. So next time he cleaned out this candy

platter  she  helped hersel f  f rom. thinking she might get wise he was on to

ner, but she seemed not to, only  hes i tated  with  her  hand before  she  took

two candy bars  f rom the  next  p late  and.dropped  them into  the  b lack  patent

leather purse she always had with her. The  t ime a f ter  that  he  c leaned out

the whole  top shel f , and st i l l  she  was not  suspic ious ,  and reached down to

Lhe  next  and took something  d i f ferent . One Monday he put some loose change,

nickels  and dimes, on  the  candy  p late , but  she  le f t  them there ,  only  taking

the candy, which bothered him a  l i t t le . Kosa asked him what he was mooning

about ’ so much and why was he eating chocolate lately.He  didn’t answer her,

and  she  began to  look  suspic ious ly  at  the  women who came in ,  not  exc luding

Lhe  l i t t l e  g i r l s ; and he would have been glad to rap her in the teeth, but
.

i t ’d idn ’ t  matter  as  long as  she  didn ’ t  know what  he  had on his  mind.  At  the

sa&e  t ime he  f igured he  would  have  to  do  something sure  soon,  or  i t  would

geL  harder  for  the  g ir l  to  s top  her  s tea l ing . He had to  ,be s trong  about  i t .

‘when he  thought  o f  a  p lan that  sat is f ied  him.  He would  leave  two bars  on

the plate and put in the wrapper’ of one a note she could read when she -was

alone. He tried out on paper many messages to her, and the one that seemed

best  he  c leanly  pr inted  on  a  s tr ip  o f  cardboard and s l ipped i t  under  the

*rapper  uf o n e  c h o c o l a t e  b a r .  I t  s a i d , “Don ’ t  do  this  any more  or  you wi l l

suf fer  your  whole  l i fe . ” He puzzled  whether  to  s ign i t A Friend or Your*
Frrrnd  and f inal ly  chose  Your  Fr iend.

This was Friday, and he could not hold his impatience for Monday.

But on Monday she did not appear. He waited for  a  long t ime,  unt i l  Rosa

came down, then he  had to  go  up  and the  g ir l  s t i l l  hadn ’ t  come.  He was
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~1eaLly  d i s a p p o i n t e d  b e c a u s e  s h e  h a d  n e v e r  f a i l e d  t o  come b e f o r e .  H e  lay

‘I,, Llir  bed. h i s  s h o e s  on, s t a r i n g  a t  t h e  c i e l i n g .  H e  f e l t  h u r t ,  t h e  s u c k e r

one  h a d  p l a y e d  h i m  f o r  a n d  w a s  n o w  f i n i s h e d  w i t h  b e c a u s e  s h e  probably had

anuLhr~-  o n  h e r  h o o k .  T h e  m o r e  h e  t h o u g t h  a b o u t  i t  t h e  w o r s e  h e  f e l t .  H e

h0cked u p  a s p l i t t i n g  h e a d a c h e  t h a t  k e p t  h i m  f r o m  s l e e p i n g ,  t h e n  h e  sudden-

Lb  s lept  a n d  w o k e  w i t h o u t  i t .  B u t  h e  h a d  a w a k e d  d e p r e s s e d ,  s a d d e n e d .  H e

Lhuuyht  a b o u t  Dool  g e t t i n g  o u t  o f  jail a n d  g o i n g  a w a y  Ood  k n o w s  w h e r e .  H e

wuudered w h e t h e r  h e  w o u l d  e v e r  [meet u p  w i t h  h i m  s o m e w h e r e . i f  h e  t o o k  t h e

l’lfty-five  b u c k s  a n d  l e f t .  T h e n  h e  r e m e m b e r e d  D o m  w a s  a  p r e t t y  o l d  g u y  n o w ,

a n d  h e  m i g h t  n o t  k n o w  h i m  i f  t h e y  d i d  m e e t .  H e  t h o u g h t  a b o u t  l i f e .  Y o u  ne-

O<(II’  really  ~UL  w h a t  y o u  wanted. No  matter  h o w  h a r d  y o u  t r i e d  y o u  m a d e  mis-

L a k e s  a n d  c o u l d n ’ t  g e t  p a s t  them. Y O U  c o u l d  n e v e r  s e e  t h e  s k y  o u t s i d e  o r

t h e  ucearr  b e c a u s e  y o u  w e r e  i n  prison, e x c e p t  n o b o d y  c a l l e d  i t  B p r i s o n ,  a n d

i t  LOU  d i d  t h e y  d i d n ’ t  k n o w  w h a t  y o u  w e r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t ,  o r  t h e y  s a i d  t h e y

‘lidll’l..  A pall1 s e t t l e d  o n  him. Ht.  l a y  m o t i o n l e s s , w i t h o u t  t h o u g h t  o r  sym-

~)ALIIL  I 01’  h i m s e l f  or a n y b o d y .

iiut  w h e n  h e  f i n a l l y  w e n t  d o w n s t a i r s , i r on i ca l l y  a m u s e d  t h a t  R o s a  h a d

i~ll~wttd hlui  SO  long a time wit,huuL  bitching2, t h e r e  w e r e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e

>Li,,  f’ isu(i  LI( :.jiild  hear,  h e r  screechinga. S h o v i n g  h i s  w a y  t h r o u g h  t h e  c r o w d

11~.  aah 10  vll~A  sichelllng  luuh  Lhai.  she  h a d  c a u g h t  t h e  g i r l  Yith t h e  c a n d y

bnl,:-,  ;and  was  s h a k i n g  h e r  s o  ha1.d  t h e  k i d ’ s  h e a d  b o u n c e d  b a c k  a n d  f o r t h  l i k e

h balloon  ~11  a s t i c k . W i t h  a  curse  h e  t o r e  h e r  a w a y  f r o m  t h e  g i r l ,  w h o s e

:,lckly  faceshowed  t h e  d e p t h  o f  h e r  f r i g h t .

“Whatsamatter,”  h e  s h o u t e d  a t  R o s a ,  “ y o u  w a n t  h e r  b l o o d ? ”

I .  pall : ~11.)  - any dark, h e a v y  c o v e r i n g  =  t 3 an:84

iv.)  - b e c o m e  d i s t a s t e f u l  = inia~l lai$OU

%. I,  i tchiny :  c o m p l a i n i n g  i n  a  s o u r  w a y , s p e a k i n g  s p i t e  f u l l y  t o  o r  a b o u t

s o m e b o d y  UI‘ suraeth1ng  = ill

.i. ic’r eeching: screaming  iu4sau4ua4
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“She ’s  a  th.ief,”  cr ied  Rosa .

“Shut  your  face . ”

To  s top  her  ye l l ing  he  s lapped her  across  her  mouth,  but  i t  was  a

harder crack than he had intended. Rosa fe l l  back with  a  gasp.  She did  not

cry  but  looked  around dazedly  at  everybody ,  and  tr ied  to  smi le ,  and  every-

body there  could  see  her  teeth were  f lecked with ’  b lood.

“ffo  home,” Tommy ordered the girl, but then there was a movement near

the door and her mother came into the store.

“What happened?” she said.

“She  sto le  my candy, ”  Rosa  cr ied .

“1 le t  her  take  i t , ”  sa id  Tommy.

Rosa  stared  at  h im as  i f  she  had been hi t  again ,  then with  mouth d is -

tor ted  began to  sob .

“One was for  you.  Mother , ”  said  the  g ir l .

Her  mother  socked her  hard across  the  face .  “You l i t t le  thie f ,  this

t ime you ’ l l  get  your  hands  burned  good . ”

She  pawed  at ’  the  g ir l , grabbed  her  arm and yanked’it.  The  g ir l ,  l ike

a  grostesquel  dancer ,  hal f  run.  hal f  fe l l  forward, but at the door she ma-

naged to  turn her  white  face  and thrust  out=  at  h im her  red  tongue .

I .  f lecked with : marked with = ~kw ,4w6;1\11

2. pawed at :  touched with hands rudely  or  with improper  famil iar i ty

: l3~lll.l

:t. yanked :  gave  a  sudden sharp  pul l  to  = n7xtiln

4.  grol.esque :  ‘ f a n t a s t i c  1 ti-i-va7a

5.  thrusl.  o u t :  pushed  suddenly  or  v io lent ly = w%n y4
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2. How does he feel toward his present life?

3. How did he earn his living?

4. What did he often think of?

5. What was his former name?

6. Where did he live while he was young?

7. What, did he do when he wss sixteen years old?

8. What did he do after that?

9. What did his father do after he became involved in robbery?

10. What did his father-in-law do for him?

11. Where was his shop?

12. How did he work?
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13. what happened when he brought a slot machine into his shop?

La. Who came to buy two rolls of colored tissue paper every Monday7

15. What, did he find while he was getting the paper for the girl?

16. What did he want to do to the girl the first time?

17. Did he do what he really wanted to do?

18. What did he plan to do to the girl and did he do as he planned7

19. What happened to the girl one day while he went upstairs to take

a nap?

20. What did he do when he woke up and saw the incident7

21. Who came into the store?

22. What did the girl do7

23. What did her mother do?
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