




2. ‘;a‘&*---
2.1  ,+a4 ‘Tbe Japanese QUince"'  ijL uwtu~?iwap ~~WI=I'I~IW~J~D  Story and Struc-

ture, Second Edition, Second Editon  - Laurence Perrince, U.S.A., Harcourt,

Brace & World, Inc.,1966 Hii1  79-07

1. Quince : a kind of tree with hard, acid, pear-shape fruit, deep ye1

low when ripe, used in jams and jellies = h’I~d&h~;uati~?a

UDRU illMiTe  ~lrd~n?9~r~~luuauuaa~~a~a
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As Mr . Nilson. well known in the City, opened the window of his dres-

sing room on Campden  Hill. he experienced a peculiar sweetish sensation in

the back  of his throat, and a feeling of emptiness just under his fifth

rib. Hooking the window back, he noticed that a little tree in the Square

Qardens had borne out in a blossom, and  that the thermometer stood at sixty.

"Perfect morning," he thought: "spring at last!"

Resuming some meditations on the price of Tintos, he took up an ivo-

ry-backed handglass and scrutinised'  his face. His firm, well-coloured

cheeks, with their neat brown moustaches, and his round, well-opened, clear

g-3 eyes. wore 8 reassuring appearance of good health. Putting on his

black frock coat=; he went down stairs.

In the dining room his morning paper was laid out on the sideboard.

Mr. Nilson  had scarcely taken it in his hand when he again became aware of

that queer feeling. Somewhat concerned, he vent to the French window and

descended the scrolled iron steps into the fresh air. A cuckoo clock struck

e i g h t .

"Half an hour to breakfast," he thought; "I'll take a turn in the

Gardens."

He had them to himself, and proceeded to pace3 the circular path with

his morning paper clasped behind him. He had scarecely  made two revolu-

tions, however, when it was borne in on him that, instead of going away in

the fresh air, the feeling had increased. He drew several deep breaths,

having heard deep breathing recommended by his wife's doctor; but they

1. scrutinised : made a detailed examination = d1-r'~~ irii4rn714

2. frock coat : long coat usually with square corners, formerly

worn by men in the 19th century (now replaced by

the morning coat) = L aBR?ULI??

3. to pace : walk with slow on regular steps = n"1?1n"1
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augmented’ rather  than diminished ’  the  sensat ion- -as  o f  some sweet ish l i -

quor  in  course  within  him, together  with  a  fa int  aching  just  above  h is

heart . Running  over  what  he  had  eaten  the  n ight  be fore ,  he  could  reco l lec t

no  unusual  d i sh , and i t  occurred  to  h im that  i t  might  poss ib ly  be  some

smel l  a f fect ing  h im.  But  he  could  detect3 nothing  except  a  fa int  sweet

many  s c e n t , rather  agreeable  than otherwise , which  ev ident ly  emanateda

from the  bushes  budding ’  in  the  sunshine . He was on the point  o f  resum i

le-

ng

h i s  promenadea. when a  b lackbird  c lose  by  burst  into  song,  and,  looking  up,

Mr. Nilson s a w  a t  a  d i s t a n c e  o f  p e r h a p s  f i v e  y a r d s  a  l i t t l e  t r e e .  i n  t h e

heart  o f  whose  branches  the  bird  was perched. He stood  star ing  cur ious ly  at

t h i s  t r e e , recognising  i t  for  that  which he  had not iced from his  window.  I t

was  covered with  young blossoms,  p ink and white ,  and l i t t le  br ight  green

leaves  both  round and sp iky ; and on  a l l  th is  b lossom and these  leaves  the

sunl ight  g l i s tened.  Mr.  Nilson  smiled; t h e  l i t t l e  t r e e  w a s  a l i v e  a n d  p r e t -

ty !  And instead  o f  pass ing  on , he  s tayed there  smi l ing  at  the  tree .

“Morning  l ike  th is ! ”  he  thought ; “and  here  I  am the  on ly  person  in

I the  Square  who has  the- - to  come out  and- - ! ”  But  he  had no  sooner  conce ived

this thought than he saw quite near him a man with his hands behind him,who

was  a lso  s tar ing  up  and smili

Nilson ceased  to  smi le ,  and  1

1. augmented : made or

2 .  d iminished : made or

ng  at  the  l i t t le  t ree .  Rather  taken aback

ooked furt ive ly  at  the  stranger .  I t  was  h

became greater, increased  =  ,&I,u 111171

became less  =  aa%raaJ

‘, Mr.

i s

3 .  d e t e c t

4. emanated

5. budding

6. promenade

:  d iscover  the  ex istence  or  presence  o f  somebody or

something ,  the  ident i ty  o f  somebody  gui l ty  o f

wrong-doing = Rl77WU Ryuwu

:  came, f lew, p r o c e e d e d  f r o m  = t4  n’lm77a IjiA2Il3ln

:  beg inning  to  deve lop  =  fila’~mflmnfi

:  p lace  suitable  for  a  walk or  r ide  taken in  publ ic ,

for  exerc ise  or  p leasure  =  nuudiGut3uriiu
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next-door neighbour,  Mr. Trandram,well  known in the City, who had occupied

the adjoining house for some five years. Ur. Nilson  perceived at once the

awkwardness of his position, for, being married, they had not yet had oc-

casion to speak to one another. Doubtful as to his proper conduct, he de-

cided at last to murmur: "Fine morning!" and was passing on, when Mr. Tan-

dram answered: "Beautiful. for the time of year!" Detecting a slight ner-

vousness in his neighbour's voice, fir.  Nilson  was emboldened ' to regard

him openly. He was of about Mr. Nilson's  own height, with firm, well-co-

loured  cheeks, near brown moustaches, and round, well-opened, clear grey

eyes; and he was wearing a black frock coat. Mr. Nilson  noticed that he

had his morning paper clasped behind him as he looked up at the little

tree. And, visited somehow by the feeling that he had been caught out, he

said abruptly=:

"Er--can you give me the name of that tree?"

Mr. Tandram  answered:

"I was about to ask you that," and stepped towards it. Mr. Nilson

also approached the tree.

"Sure to have its name on, I should think," he said.

Mr. Tandram  was the first to see the little label, close to where

the blackbird had been sitting. He read it out.

"Japanese Quince!”

“Ah!” said Hr. Nilson,  "thought so. Early flowerers."

"very." assented Nr. Tandram.  and added: "Quite a feelin'  in the

air today."

Nr. Nilson  nodded.

"It was a blackbird singin'," he said.

"Blackbirds," answered Mr. Tandram. "I prefer them to thrushes my-

1. emboldened : gave courage or confidence to. encouraged = ri1’lin51

2 . abruptly : suddenly = 6u%‘Ia
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s e l f ; more body in the note.” And he looked at Hr.  Nilson in an almost

f r iendly  way.

“Quite .” murmured Mr.  Nilson.  “These exotics,  they don’t  bear f r u i t .

Pretty blossom!” and he again g lanced up at  the blossom, thinking:  “Nice

f e l l o w ,  t h i s , I  rather  l ike him.”

Mr .  Tandram  also gazed at  the blossom. And the l i tt le  tree,  as  i f
.

appreciat ing their  attention,  quivered and g lowed. From a distance the

blackbird  gave a  loud,  c lear  ca l l .  Hr .  Nilson dropped his  eyes .  I t  s t ruck

him suddenly that Mr. Tandram  looked a l i tt le  fool ish;  and,  as  i f  he had

seen himsel f ,  he said:  “I must be going in.  Good morning!”

A shade passed over  Mr.  Tandram’s  face,  as  i f  he,  too,  had suddenly

noticed something about Mr.  Nilson.

“Good morning,” he replied., and clasping their  journals  to their

backs they separated.

Ml-. Nilson  retraced’  his  steps towards his  garden window, walking

slowly so as to avoid arriving at the same time as his neighbour.  Having

seen Mr. Tandram  mount’ h i s  scrooled  i r o n  s t e p s , he ascended his own in

turn. On the top step he paused.

With the s lanting spr ing sunl ight  dart ing” and quivering4  into it,

the Japanese quince seemed more l iv ing than a tree.  The blackbird had

returned to it , and was chanting out his heart.

1.  retraced : went back over or along = ~?‘IDS 1 ZiunihJ uaui1an alma

2. mount :  g o  u p  ta h i l l ,  l a d d e r )  =  :u~fl?
f: Y
auuurn

3. darting :  causing to move forward suddenly and quickly,  sending

suddenly and quickly = “4 ttiu Ha79

4.  quiver ing :  causing to tremble s l ightly or  vibrate = &i ll%ifl  ?a
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3.2 tttiul~e4  (there)

~n~,aQu~~a~n7,7auon~~~~~~~~~~~n~~~~~,~~~~,~~l$~~~  wa7u7unihria4fi?784

33.3 7~$a~1~1m~Ul~~l,~wio~ml~n~~~~ula~  ~J~ari$su~RurnJHint~~fl~~~~~l~~m~l~~

I?RIW  ud~~ieu7nlil~~~H7nu~u~~~i$u~u

Possible Themes ~IIYWL~~IU  theme t 4un-tu?iignrp’lA’R’d!

n .  N o  one l ikes to look at himself  or wants to know what he looks l ike.

II.  I f  a  person sees anyone and f inds that person seems to be his own

reflect ion, h e  w i l l  b e  i r r i t a t e d .

FI. A person may l ike to study or look at others but he may not l ike

to look at himself  or wants to know what he looks l ike.

J. No one l ikes others to crit icize his  characterist ics.
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3 .

10 .

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

26.

29.

30.

31.

How did he feel when he saw  himself in the handglass?

What did he do then?

What did he see on the sideboard in the dining-room?

Did he read the morning paper'?

What did he become aware of?

What did he do after that?

What did he bring with him'?

What time was it when he walked down to the gardens'?

How did he follow his wife's doctor?

Why did he do that?

Could his deep breathe help his feeling7

What did he think about that might affect his feeling?

What did he see in the garden at a distance?

What  was the tree covered with?

What did Mr. Nilson  do and think about the tree?

Did he think he was the only one in the gardens?

Was there another in the gardens and uho was he?

Who was Mr. Tandram

Had both ever talked with each other7

What did Mr. Nilson  do when he saw Mr. Tandram?

How did they greet each other7

rhat  did Mr. Nilson  notice from Mr. Tandram?

What did Mr. Nilson  ask Mr. Tandram?

32. What did Mr. Tandram  answer7

33. What did Mr. Tandram  do after'ansuering Hr. Nilson?

34. Before Mr. Nilson  left Mr. Tandram  what did he think about Mr.

Tandram  and why did he think that7

35. What did Mr. Tandram  also notice about Mr. Nilson?

36. What did both do after that?
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37. What feeling did Mr. Nilson  have again as he was arriving at his

house?

38. What attracted Mr. Nilson's  attention7

39. What did Mr. Nilson  see from his French window?

40. How did he feel when seeing Mr. Tandram  looking forth across the

gardens at the little quince tree and what did he do after that?
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