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.t ... 
2.· L"DL1ih1 

.t ... 1 • . 
2.1 L161U1'fl\1 "The Upturned Face" Lil\tti11WlD\1ng» 111ll111n..,1t'.:~io 

The Shape of Fiction - British ~nd American Short Stories by Leo Hamalian & 

Frederick R. Karl, printed in The United States of America by McGraw·Hill, Inc,. 

1967 ..,\1', 92-95 

"What will we do now ?" said the adjutant
2

, troubled and excited. 

"Bury him," said Timothy L~an. 

The two officers looked down close to their toes where lay the body of their comrade. 

The face was chalk-blue; gleaming eyes
3 

stared at the sky. Over the two upright 

figures was windy sound of bullets, and on top of the hill· Lean's prostrate 
4 

company 
. I . 

of Spitzbergen infantry was firing measured volleys
5

• 

"Don't you think it would· be better- -" began the adjutant. "We might leave 

him until tomorrow." 

''No," said Lean. I can't hold that post an hour longer. I've got to fall back', 

and we've got to bury old Bill." 

1. upturned 

2. adjutant 

3. gleaming eyes . 

4. prostrate 
I 

5. volleys 

6. faU back 

62 

. . upward turn = ..,.:11r.J LL..,.:I'U 

military army offi~r responsible for general administration 

and discipline in a ba~lion = '141r.Jt'l..,,,.~,,..,,r,~~hu 
~m-,1'14no.:~nv. 
~ 

sending out b8am or ray of soft light= fl1Lthu.h:n1r.J 
,' ,, • .k 

· · lying stretched out face down = 'U£1'14U~£l\flJ'14Y4'14 
. - ~ ~ 

. hurting or shooting of a number of .missiles = r.J.:IW'1£llln'l4 

move, turn back, retreat= tlElr.J (l£lr.J"N 
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"of course," said the adjutant, at on.ce. "Your men got entrenching 

Lean shouted back to his little line, and two men came slowly, one with a 

plck
2

, ·one with a shovel. They started in the direction of the Rostina sharpshotters3
• 

Bullets cracked near their ears. "Dig ,here," said Lean gruffly". The men, thus caused 

to lower their glances to the turf, became hurried and frightened, merely be

cause _they could not look to see where the bullets came. The dull beat of the pi~ 

striking the earth sounded amid the swift snap of close bullets. Presently the other . 

private began to shovel. 

"I suppose," ·said the adjutant, slowly, "we'd better search his clothes for- -

things." 

Lean nodded. Together in curious abstraction they looked at the body. Then 

Lean stirred his shoulders suddenly, arousing himself. 

"Yes," he said, "we'd better see what he's got." He dropped to his knees, 

and his han~s approached the body of the dead officer. But his hands wavered over 

the buttons of the tunic. The first . button was brick-red with drying blqod, and he did 

not seem to dare touch it. 

"Go on," said the adjutant,·hoarsely. 

Lean stretched his wooden hand, and his fingers fumbled
5 

the bloodstained 

buttons. At last' he rose with ghastly8 
face. He had gathered a watch, a whistle, a 

1. entrenching tools 

2. pick 

3. sharpshooter 

4. gruffly 

5. fumble 

&. ghastly 

tools for entrenching = Lfl~eh1ijfl~Li'll~\'liUJ 
~ ~ 

heavy tool with an iron head having two pointed = 
~ 

VH:n 

a man skilled ~t shooting with a rifle = fi'ULLlioull'U 

roughly = ~11 
use the hands awkwardly = fl~1eltii..1L..1fl::..1:: 

... ... 
death-like , pale and ill = "Jf~L8Jfr.t1 
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pipe, a tobacco-pouch, a handkerchief, a little case of car~s and papers •• He looked at 

the adjutant. Tl:lere was a silence. The adjutant was feeling that he had been a 
' 1 

coward to make lean do all the grisly . business. 

"Well," said Lean, ••that's all, I think. You have his sworc:t and revolver?'! 

Even as he cried ~..: outin his passion the two men were labouring for their 
. . 2 

lives. Ever overhead the bullets were spitting . , .··'n" ;o. 

The grave was finished, It was not a masterpiece - -a poor little shallow 

thing. Lean an.d the adjutant again looked at each other in a 'curious silent 

communication. 

Suddenly the adjutant croaked out3 a weird" laugh. It was a terrible laugh, 

which had· its origin in that part of the mind which is first moved by the singing of the 

nerves. "Well," he said humorously to Lean. ·~1 suppose we had best tumble him in." 

"Yes," said Lean. The two privates stood waiting, bent over their 

implements5
• "I suppose," said Lean, "it would be better if we laid him in 

ourselves." 

"Yes," said the adjutanl Then, apparently remembering that he had made 

Lean search the body L he stooped with great fortitude and took hold of the dead 

officer ·~ clothing. Lean joined him. Both were particular that their fingers should not 

feel the corpse. They tugged away;. the corpse lifted, heaved
6
, toppled

7
, flopped

6 
into 

1. grisly 

2. spitting 

3. croaked out 

4. weird 

5. implement 

6. heaved 

7. toppled 

8. flopped. 
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' ' .... causing horror or terror = '141"11\U~n '141mn 
~ ... 

· · sending saliva out from the mouth = tb.nh~1V 
' . Ill 

fall lightly = r4'14el£Jna.J1 n7::L~'I4elelna.J1 

made deep , hoarse sound·= fi1LRth1fli1tJntJ 

unnatural = ~fll771l".lr1fi 
"' ... "' 'I " tool or instrument for working with = Lfl7£l"a.Jel Lfl'lel" L".lr 

raised , lifted up something heavy = vn 
' ~ 0 

caused to be unsteady and overturn = aa.~ fl11 

fell clumsily or hopelessly = L~'141..,'14L"" ~a,~" 
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the grave, and the two officers, straightening, looked again at· each other- -they were 

always looking at each other. They sighed with a relief. 

The adjutant said, "I suppose we should-- we should say something. Do. 

you know the service, Tim?" 

"They don't read the service until the grave is filled in," said Lean , 

pressing his lips to an academic expression . 

"Don't they" said the adjutant, shocked that he had made the mistake. 

"Oh, well," he cried, suddenly, "let us- -let us say something- -while he can 

hear us." 

"All right," said Lean. "Do you know the service?" 

"I can't remember a line of it," said the adjutant. 

Lean was extremely dubious
1

• "I can.repeat two lines, but--" 

"Well, do it," said the· adjutant. "Go as far as you can. That's better than 

nothing. And the beasts have got our range exactly." 

Lean looked at his two men. "Attention," he barked. The private came to 

attention with a click, looking much aggrieved
2

• The adjutant lowered his helmet to 

his knee. Lean, ' bareheaded, stood over the grave. The Rostina sharpshooters 
• 

fired briskly
3 

"0 Father, our friend has sunk in the deep water of death, but his spirit ~ad 

leaped toward Thee as the bubble arises from the lips of the drowning. Perceived, we 

beseech, 0 Father, the little flying bubble and--" 

Lean, although husky and ashamed, had suffered no hesitation bl.it to this 

point, but he stopped with a hopeless feeling and looked at the corpse • 

1. dubious 

2. aggrieved 

3. briskly 

EN 355 

: doubtful = mh~~.:~i'r.J 
: felt that one has been treated unjustly 

nTn.l fi u"i~'3.i ~ 9i tr,.~ll 
• .. ... Q.f 

: actively , quickly = m·::f!B1ll,.U n7::ul.JLu.:l 
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The adjutant moved uneasily. "And from Thy superb heights- -" he began, 

and then he too came to. an end. 

"And from Thy superb heights," said Lean 

The adjutant suddenly remembered a phrase in the back of the Spitzbergen 

. burial service, and he exploited 1 
it wtth the triumphant manner of a man who had 

recalled everything , and can ,Qo on • 

"0 God, have mercy- - - " 

"0 G9d, hav.e mercy- - - " said Lean. 

"Mercy," repeated the adjutant, in quick failure. 

"Mercy," said Lean. And then he was moved by some violence of feeling, 

for he turned upon his two men and tlgerlshly said, "Throw the dirt in." 

The fire of the Rostlna sharpshooters was accurate and continuous. 

One of the agg~ieved privates came forward with his shovel. He lifted his 

first shovel-load of earth, and for a moment of inexplicable hesitation it was held 

pdised above this corpse, which from its chalk-blue face looked keenly out from the 

grave. Then the soldier. emptied his shovel on- - on the feet. 
. . 

Timothy Lean felt as if tons had been swiftly lifted from off hi$ forehead. He 
. ., 

had felt that perhaps the private might empty the shovel on- -on the face. It had been 

emptied on the feet. There was a great point gained there - - ha, ha! - - the first 

shovelful had been emptied o~ the feet. How satisfactory! 

The adjutant began to babble. "Well, of cour~ - - a man we've messed with 

all these years-- you can't, you know, leave your Intimate friends rotting on the 

field. Go on the field. Go on, for God's sake, and shovel, you." 

1. exploit use , work , develop mines·, waterpower , other natural 
' ' 

resources ; use selfishly = \it.htltJ'!J1! 'JII1thtltJ"JJ\1" 
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The man with the sh?vel suddenly ducked, grabbed his left arm with his right 

hand, .and looked at his. officer for orders. Lean picked the shovel from the ground~ 

"Go to the rear," he said to the wounded man. He also addressed the other private. 

"You got under cover, too; I'll finish this business." 

The wounded man scramble hard still for: the top of the ridge without devoti.ng . 

any glances to the direction from whence the bullets came, and the other man 

followed at an equal pace; but he was different, in that he looked back anxiously three 

times. This is merely the way - - often - - of the hit and unhil 

Timothy Lean filled the shovel, hesitated, and then, in a movement which was 

lik~ a gesture of: abhorrence 
1

, he flung the dirt into the grave, and as it landed it 

made a sound - - plop
2

• Lean suddenly stopped and mopped his brow
3

- - a tired 

labourer. 

"Perhaps we have been wrong," said the adjutant. His glance wavtlred 

stupidly. "It might have been better if we hadn't buried him just at this time. Of 

course, if we advance tomorrow the body would have been--" 

"Damn you," said Lean, "shut your mouth." He was not the senior officer. 

He again filled the shovel and flung the earth. Always the earth made the 

sound-- plop. For a space Lean worked frantically, like a man digging himself out of 

danger. 

Soon there was nothing to be seen but the chalk - blue face. Lean filled the 

shovel. "Good_ God," he cried to the adjutant. "Why didn't you tum him somehow 

when you put him in? This-- ." 'Then Lean began to stutter. 

The adjutant understood. He was pale to the lips. "Go on, man," he cried, 

1. abhorrence : hatred and disgust= mau~i'.J. 

2. plop 

3. brow 
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:sound· of a small.object dropping into water= Lir.J.Ji!enJ 

: steep slope, forehe~d = va~Lit'\4 ~\t'1~1n 

67 



beseechlngly
1

, almost in a shout. 

Lean swung back the shovel. It went forward In _a pendulum2 curve •. When 

the earth landed it made a sound, 7 - plop. 

1. beseechingly ask earnestly or urgently= DEI'U'lfl'U 

2. pendulum a weight hung Jrom ·a flxed••point ·so ·that iFswings freely 

2.2 •ltJLifDL~D"LfiWt1»11nu 
"The Upturned Face" Ltl'UL1El-3L ~fl011nl1 UL'i\1t1Tla.J~a!mr:::i:I'Yl~1'lLftlli1tHL~: -

~ 
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\ta-3 'VI7EJ~1fiiiJ-3 t 'U lu ifd' n'U Lfi iff11U fll 'UL1B-3LiJ'ULH~11J11J L 'Uif-3 t171ll n a1-3 L~ El-3L 'U 

if'VIi'Jmll1n1 Ltl'Un1111iEJf1:::Wl~-3r:J1t.tL~itaua:::~:hu1iLyjEll~Lin'Yl1if Crane L~ifat~LL'Yl1n 
... 1 " · ..1 • .~ e• · .•1 • .. ..J 111•111"~ ..I t111lllif0 'VIfl11li'JJ 8-3 a'-3fl111J'Ylfl1~1 U111 fi'JJ El~ LLfl ~::H1tJ Elli1\I'VI~nLa tJ-3 Lll Lflrl-3 ') 'YIW1 n 

L'JJ1dit~1 'Utl1::L 'YlfiLfltJ1nU LLfiLil ai:IEJ~llfl11NfiLliL 'VIi:ltl'Url'U ntlEJ-3fha1tJ~1-31 ~'V\1191 "ltl 
- -~ -

'Yl~11Lli11;J:::d:J"U~hv"l~'"ntl'El\111JfiElltl flia-3Liui1flni1Ltl\lo-;hu1"Ua.nn Lwn:::t~nn'l::Ru 
. ~ ~ 

u1-3 V~7m v.iu\lwi11 ,_..,:t,~·'h"m-,9i aiu1-3 ~-3~\loift'I1Y4fiY4~\Iau1 "Uam~ttll.:::~fi1\l ., n'" "llii1 ~ . 'II J 

;J:::f11t.tti1 v1i1t~ Tlfl11J· ift'l1't'4 fl¥4 L 'VI Eh~ 'Utl-3 LLl\lot'11't'4~Lli111 \loaJ £1\1 lt~tJL;J. Y41:: if1l1Wfl't'4"11 El\1 
..I 111 • ~I " .M Bill 'Ylfl1 LlltJEllllJfl 'VI'U1LL~-3'UflJ11 

~ 

..I ~I ..I ., .d .dL ..I • , 1110:. , 
Lll£lL1Jfl L 1El"'U 1tJri'VI11~~'U\I'lJ\I ~L 1El\IL 1tJ011 adjutant Lfltl1liW a't1~11"11 El\1 L 'JJ111 

;J:::~1ElU1\IL1n1Jfl'r4tEJ-3 Bill Timothy Lean u1t.t'Yl'VI1'lan~~d"uan11f111;J::U.,L"111 -rf\lfinll 
'. ~ -~ 

a \I LtlflfiW"ii El~if'V11tJ'JJ El"W1nL'JJ1fi11\IL 1lnlt ') ~W1nL'JJ1n'UEI cl ~"1~9l1ll"1111 L n El1JLU'U 
~ J ~ ., • 

L ;i tJ1 1 "~du11t.t1 v11 Ltl'U chalk-blue fl1-rf.,fi"llitl~ u 'VI\I'UV~\tiaJEJ.,t~'ti D-3~1 i:l LfttJ\In'l::if'U 
'II .. ~ 

fi111n a1\l all~ t~ adjutant £l'Elnt1111JL ~~i1t11~tl 6 ElllfiW '1 11\lon111::1wt-3;t'U LLfi Lean 1J El n - . 
11L'JJ1El1;J;J::i'm~nfli.,J1'UL1'hJlti L'JJ1Lfl-3tiEJ-3t1Eilli~niu iJ~'U1\1~1LU'Utlfl.,iJ\I Bill fiufi 

adjutant 1-3L ~uti1 vua::tl~aJi1ft'U'JJEl\l LeaniiLfl1EJ-3il£lfi;J:: l"Ji"lfl'V1~.1l~7El"lli Lean fl:: ln'U 

1. ~fl'U 2 tl'UaJ1'2i1'tJ'JJt~~aaJ ~"fi~ a·;J£Jtniuwt1 u.a::a-3i:IEJ'JJt~'VI a11Yi111na1-3n1::Rurl V\lt~na\1 
' ~ ~ ., ~ ~ ~ 

aJ11ni ') n:uw1nfiL'JJ1rha.,'llfl)llftaJ adJutant Wfln1J Lean 11 fl1't;Jtfl'Ut~Lifa~1~911Ui1il 
' 1 ~ 'II 'II 'II 
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'II • ., ' ..1 rl\ tk ... ... ..1 .I ., • ., a:: L'lD~ Lean rnn11LD1"JJ11'JJD~tl1~ ') 'YID~ \Uft'D~1~tl1r.J'YIL1J1D::fi1ULaofiLL~~ ') 

oamn '1i11"11B~~ilrici1-u.fi-1~fl1r.Jltl'url -u.1wn1"Jioilo un~ifl nio~r.J1ft'1J n1::ila~ltiv1R"1J 
~ ~ . ~ ~ 

ua::~1L~fl~1l'1 Le~n ~~f111Jua::tloul~nu adjutant adjutant i'in1nu~a'YI~11 2 fl'U.~"llfl 
~ ~ 

~a11i1 L"111i~t~J~mud~ila"JJfiVta111~ui1LR'~;) lu~.t~~allfl~n"llfiLR"~;) Lth.malltf-u. 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

8l i~ adjutant ua:: Lean "Jbm1-u.vnfl~a~1-u.v.all rlo'U.LB1il-u.nau J~tilti1i1V.iR1fl 
) ~ ~ 

L~tl1Jfl'U.fl1r.Jii'1r.J ~ft~;J1nmnJ.fl'U.LLa1 adjutant iiu~~fltllJ Lean- 11 ~'U.;J::iln11n1L'JJ1J~ . ~ . . 

'

'..l ~... ....tk ., ..1... ..., ..... 
R'B~ l1111n11~~~fl1r.J L~11::1'U.1~'JJ'U.~1nL'JJ1flel~LflflO'U.'YI~ fi~'JJO~L'JJ101;J;J:: ... r.J~ li'YI'U. 

~ ~ . ' 

~ adjutant ;J::mh1;J1J Lean iiuom"JJ1L~~r.Jfl~fl L'JJ1~fl11~tnr.Jl~lii'Li1'U.~1r.J'YI~1'l.fou 
~ ~ ~ ~ . 

~~~ . 

... - ..1 • ,_., t ..1 ' '. ' ... • ., ..I Lft'r.J~fi'U.'YI~a-u.a~ lH'U.~flllfiYi 'U.'Yift'fl~a1ltmna1J;J'U. 1JL~'U.a:: 1 r.JnL1'U.LLfl~'U.1'YI 
~ ~ ~ ~ 

'JJ11;afl Lean ~-u.ltlt11ll adjutant 11 tlD'U.~LD1fl~a~1iJlll~~la.i~an~1l'1L'JJ1·a~ adjutant · 

LD~tlnh;J'U.~,r,;a" L'JJ1~flnu Lean 11L~LD1tl'U.nau~allfioltl iS-3L~otiou91na-3l~t'"~all 
~ ~ ~ 

~'"ii~-3LRv~il£llll~vnm"ll1l~'" 

- .. ' ..1 fl';)fl1'Uin11L1EI\U1 2 

\l'nf1m~nilfl11 Timothy .Lean 'hnn~'iala.i~uon adjutant t~il-3 Old Bill rla'U.~ 
~ 

na~~~;J::nn1nua::novi'U.ltl 
~ '~ 

- .. ..1 
fl';)fl111Jfl11L11.1~'YI 3 

1l'nflm~nflfi11R111~fl~~ Crane lfl'1J11r.J1r.Jli~'U.\hm~·1~1ala.i n1LtJ'U.,.t'nflm!t1 

LB-3 inflm:!t1';l:;,;1oci1~l-, Timothy Lean LLa:: adjutant ~7ala.i oi1J1r.JLLa::l~L~fl~a . ~ 

3.1 lfl1ft:A1 (character) i1 3 fl'U.ii1r.Jfl'U. f1a 

n. Adjutant 'U.1r.J'YI~11~~d-3L'U. Spitzbergen Infantry L'JJ1flt111fi~'JJB-3 Bill 

L yJ B'U.'Y1~11ii'1 r.Jtl'U. fl11;J::~-3L Wl'U.i~;f'U. L'JJ1la.in a1lJD-3fl~~tl1r.JLLfl::Lflflfl11ll1n11~~ a . ~ ~ 

,.,~,, 2 fl'U. 'JJtl~fl1l-i1 
~ q 
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'!!. TimOthy Lean 1.nufl~11ilnij~\1-:~~Lif14~LL14:\hL~iJ"ff.., Old 8!11 n14fi~ 
L'!11fl1 tl L'!11L~L1'1fiNI"h. L'!l1t:J111:la.ia1ll11tli'n1!t11'1\11tJ'liO.:JL '211ltion9ialtJ ua:fl~11 

~ . 
., ... ... I '11.1 

.1::fJO.:JLfll014fl..,tiD Lu 

• . " ..t .1 ~ ~ • 41.'~.., 
fl. Old Bill fiDfl1'111~fl1fJ l'll1..,fi..,'!IO.:J L'!J1rl1f111llu1:1'1114..,114 ..,1.:1 L l'l01J 

~fl1~ll'~~iJ.:JL'!I1 ~.:J Crane U11tl1ulii1 His fa~ was chalk-blue gleaming eyes 

stared at the ~ky. n11'!1fl1'11111iJ~ftWL'll1fio.:~fl11t'l'li1"~un11V.:Jn14ari n11'llfl'l'llll'!!fll$ 
~ ' . . ~ ~ ~ 

0... ,k ... f I - tofl .. • t,l 

LVW.:Jf114 ') ll01101111.:11'1/'lf'lCU~fi1Vl..,fJ.:JLI014t:Jr.J 
.:... ... ... ..l..r ·.,.I . 11 ..... ... 

14D0110\UHll.,.afl1'111Dn 2 fl14 flfl11'1141fl~fl'l'l~ll Crane Lll LfltJD011r.JI::LDfJfl 
.I ... .: 

Lnli101J..,I'Y11'111 2 fl1414 

I ... . 

3.2 un"L'Uh1 lthemel 

Crane tio.:~n11tl~L~'Ui1 f111llfi1VLnfllfi114nn~14'YlmLtii.:J LLti1::f11rJtl1r.J 
. ' ~ 

'I t ...... ,..! • ... "' ...~... l - ....... 
1111.., Lfl1414 011fl1tl'IJO.:Jll141;!r.J0tl.:J Lio~L~ll014014 1J1.:Jfl14f11tl L14flllfl14flLLa OI'Jffl ll..,lf 

~ . w 

L'l'lqJ1" L14'2l~~tJ1.:Jfl14f11r.J1fiEJliqpil'!l1fiDfl1 la.iii~i~i'~'~"~11'1;DtJ1.:Jflf.:~~nt.J~ovl1tL\h 
Lil 0 tl'iJ LD .:1 £) r.h-3 '1n fl1ll;f14':j £l i1fl14fl1 EJn 011 rJ Lif~~.:J~\L1n i1 i11'1 i'wi~ U" £lf1 fl £) r.i w w 

1flmt~.vn::nu~~tn~fl. 
' w 

Possible Themes D1~~tLfiu\4 theme Lif14J111!t1D.:Jnqt;l$ti.:~d' 
1. While many people· may die in a warm pl~ce with luxurious funeral held 

by their relatives, some may die miserable and have no luxurious funeral held for 

them. 

2. A dead person may. terrify his friends or relatives who stay beside him. 

3. When a person is dead, he may become a terrifying thing to his friends 

or relatives. 

... .. ... 
mm11N011L1U"fl 4 

1-:~nt.J theme l~Lil-ut.J1:: 1vflll11!t1D"ntt1!tfiLLfln9i1.:111n~'l1'1,1in 2 t11:: lufl 
' 
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• .... 0 I 

L \UJ£114';) £1-311 £J-3n1·m,-:rn"JJ £1-3~1 m '!11£1 v .. 
\1. jjL'VIfln17mLtlEJ1 fJDL'VItln17mn17~-3fl~ 

~ ~ 

Uflft1t.l 

tl 
.... ... 

n11 1tL&I\t,Na'n1lJUfl 

1 ~,!nfin'l!t1fl £J1Jtht1111ti £J 'udLii\U11'l!t1 a-3nq 'l!t 
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1. Who was dead in the story? 

2. Which infantry did the dead soldier belong to? 

3. How did he die? 

4. How was his corpse described? 

5. For what reason did Lean tell the adjutant that it was necessary to bury 

the dead person right away? 

6. Before the dead person was buried, what did Lean do to his dead body? 

7. Did Lean and the adjutant hold any burial service for his dead body? 
' 

8. What sound did they hear when they flung the dirt into the grave? 
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