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2. LWaLIDY

2.1 thatTas “Brother” 1iiwn1mdonge wunsnmiiie The

Fiction - Britsh and American Short Stories by Leo Hamaiian & Frederig

q

printed in U . S . A . by McGraw- Hill , Inc ., 1967 i1 333-339

The Communists were the ﬁrs} to appear. They walked quickly,
about a dozen, up the boulevard which runs from Combat to Menilhontant
man and a girl lagged' a littie way behind because the man's leg was
the girl was helping him along. They looked impatientz, harassed’.’ ho
if they were tfying to cétch a train which they knew already in their }
were too late to catch.

The proprietor‘ of ‘the cafe saw them coming when they

Burn-out

1 TENUS

_Shape of
k R. Kan,

group of
} @ young
hurt and
less, as

hearts they

were still a

!ohg away off; the lamps at that time were still alight (it was later that the thlIets broke

the bulbs and dropped darkness all over that quarter of Paris), and

~showed up plainly in the wide barren’ boulevard. Since sunset only one ¢

the group

sustomer

had entered the café, and very soon after sunset firing could be h

e
the direction of Cdm_bat; the Metro station had closed hours ago. And yet fomething

rd from

afurndrenn

1. lagged : went too slow , not keep up with = tauay'lsiviu |

2. impatient  : not patient = nwlilny

3. harassed : troubled , worried = 11378

4. proprietor : owner, esp. of a hotel , store , land or patent = Wrrelzousy

. wIeneu

5. barren : unable to produce ; without value , result = UWILAY
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putting u'p the shutters; it 'might have been avarlce';' he could not ‘himself have
told what it was hed entered the'ca'fe, and very soon after sunset firing couid be
heard frorn the as he pressed his. broad yellow forehead against the glass and
stared this way and that, up the boulevard and down the boulevard.

- But when he 'saw the group and their air of hurry he began imr‘ne&iateiy
to close his cafe . First he went and warned yhis only customer, who was practicing
billiard shots, walking round. and round the table, frowning and stroking a thin
moustache between shots, a. little green in the face under the low diffused’ lights.

“The Reds are coming,” the proprietOy said, “you'd ~beﬁer be off, I'm
putting the shutters.” '

~ “Don't interrdpt; They won't harm me," the customer said. “This is a tricky
shot.‘ Red's in baulk’. Off the cushion. Screw on spot.” He shot his ball straight
into a pocket.

“| knew you couldn’t d‘o'anything with that,” " the oropriet()r said, nodding his‘
bald head. “You might just as well go home Give me a hand with the shutter first .
‘I've sent my wife away.” The customer turned on ‘him mallclously rattlmg
the cue between his fingers. “It was ‘your talking that spoilt ,the shot. You've
cause to be frightened, | dare say. But I'm a poor man. I'm safe. I'm not going to
stir." He went across to his coat and took out a dry cigar . “Bring me a bock’.”

He walked round the table on his toes and the balls clicked and
the proprietor padded back’ into the bar, elderly and irritated. He did ‘not fetch
1. avarice : greed ( for money or possessions ); great ‘eagemess to get or

| keep = nmWwW '
1.diffused  : scattered or sp;'ead out = NIy
2. baulk . caused to delay ; purposely get in the way of = Ta119
4. malicioosly : having desire to harm others = s |
5. bock - beer : a Kind of beer = Lﬂuﬁﬂmdaﬁuasnaaamm
6. padded back : traveled on foot = tﬁu‘hJ |
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the beer but began to close the ahm every move he made was slow and
clumsy. Long before he had finished the group of Communists was outside.
He stopped what he was doing and watched them with furtive' dislike. He

was afraid that the rattle of the shutters would attract their attention. If | am very
quiet and still, he thought, they: may 'go on, and ne remembered \{vi malicious
pleasure the pnlice barricade across the - Place | de  la Rep’u‘bli ue. That
will finish them. !n the meanwhile | must be very quiet, very still, and he felt a kind
of warm satisfaction at the ideé that worldly wisdom dictated the very ttitude mist
suited to his nature. So he stared through the édge of a shutter, yel ow, plump,
cautions, - hearing the billiard balls crackle in the other room, seeing the young
man come llmplngz up the pavement on the girl’s arm, watching heni stand
and stare witn dubious’ faces up the boulevard towards Combat.

But .when they came into the cafe he was already behind the bar, smiling
and bowing and missing nothing, noticing hnw they had divided s, how six
~ of them had begun to run back the way they had come. |

The young man sat down in a dark corner above the cellar sJ(atrs and the,
others stood round the door waiting for something to happen . it gave the .proprietor

\an odd feeling that they should stand there in his cafe not asking for a drink,

knowing what to expéct, when he, the owner, knew nothing, urnderstood | nothing.
At last the girl said “Cognac'," leaving the others and coming to the bar, but
when he had poured it out for her, very careful to give a fair and not a generous

measure, she simply took it to the man sitting in the dark and held it to his mouth .

1. furtive = : done secretly so as not to attract attention = uauﬁ‘u# alililey
 auls o
2. limp : not stiff or firm ; lacking strength ( v) : walk lamely or unevenly
Taiudauss @nlvanien
3. dubious  : feeling doubt = S9ED.
4.cognac  : fine French brandy = ufufrfianils
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“Three francs,” the pi'dprietor said. She ’took 'the glase and sipped a littte - :
and tumed it so. that the man's lips might touch the same spot. Then ‘she knelt
down and rested her forehead against the man’s forehead and so they _stayed

“Three francs,” the ‘propriatorl 'said,  but he could ~not make his
voice bold. The ‘man was no longer visible in his comer, only the gir's
back, thin and shabby in a black c’oﬁoﬁ frock, as éhe knelt, leaning‘ 'fomafd to
ﬁnd‘ the man's -face. The proprietor was 'daimted' by the four men at the
door, by the 'knbyvledge that they were Reds who had no respect for private
property, who woqld drink - his wine and go away without paying, whb would
répe his women‘ (but theré was 6nly his wife, and she was not there), who wouid
rob his bank, wﬁo would murder him as soon 'as ook at him.\ 36 with fear in
his heart he gave. up the three francs as lost rather than attract any ‘more attention.

Then the worst that he contemplated” happened.

One of the men at the door came up to the bar and told him to
péur out four glasses of ;ognaa ““Yes, yes,” the proprietor said, furnbling with
~ the cork, prayihg, secretly to the Virgin to send an angel, to send the
police, to send the Gardes Mobiles, now, immediately, before the 6ork came out,
“that will be twelve francs.” \ | .

, .v “Oh, no,” the man said, “we are all comrades here. Share and share
alike. ‘Listen," he said, with eamest mockery, leahing across the bar, * all we have is
yours' just as much ‘as it's ours, comrade,” and stepping back a pace hey
presented himself to the proprietor, -so that he might take his choice of stringy -
tie, of the threadbare irousers, of stéwéd features. “And it follows from that,
comrade, that ’all you haVe_ is ours. So four cognacs. Share- and share alike.” |

"Of course,” - the proprietor saiq “] was only joking.’" Then he stood with
1. was daunted : discouraged = Yhldwuahdsle
2. contemplated : looked at with the eyes or in the mind = finaglule
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bottie polse'd', and the four glasses tlnﬂl.d’ dpon the counter. “A machine-

gun,” he said, “up by Combat,” and smiled to~see how for the moment the

men forgot their brandy as they ﬂdgoted’ near the door. Very soon now, he

thought, and | shall be quit of them.
“A  machine-gun,” = the Red said Incredulously‘,' “they‘re

machine-guns?”

using

“Well,” the propnrietor said, encouraged by this sign that 'th% Gardes

Mobiles were not very far away, “you can't pretend that you aren
yourselves.” He leant across the bar in a way ,th'at was almost paternal. *
you know, your ideas—they wouldn’t do In France Free love.” '

“Who's talkihg of free love?” the Red said.

't armed
After all,

~

The proprietor shrugged and smiled and smiled and nodded at the corner.

“The girl knelt with - her head on the man’s shoulder, her back to the room. They

were quite silent and the glass of brandy stood on the floor beside them. The girl's

beret was pushed back on her head and one stocking was ladd
damed from knee to ankle.
“What, those two?” T/hey"arevn't lovers.”
“\" the proprietor said, “with my bourgeois notions would
thought .... ” ‘

“He's her brothef,” the Red said.

——

red and

ave

The men.came clustering round the bar and laughed at him,. but softly as if

a sleeper or a sick person were -in the house. All the time they were Iisteningr

for something. Between their shoulders the "proprietor could look -out across

Eye v
1. poised : kept balanced or ready = @l f‘m‘h
2. tingled . : be stirred = vinlWan
3. fidgeted . to move the body ; be nervous = \juo"m Txiau'mh
4. incredulously . unbelievable = T
. EN 355
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the boulevard; ' he could see the corner of‘the Fauboyrg du Temple.

~ “What are you waiting for?” | , ,_

' “For fnends," the. Red said. He made a gesture with open palm as if
to say. You see, we share and share alike. We have no_secrets.

Something moved at the comer of the Faubourg du Temple. -

“Four more cognacs,” the Red said.

~ “What about those two?" the proprietor asked.

“Leave them alone. They‘ll look after themselvesv They’re tired.”

How tired they were. No walk up the boulevard from Memlmontant could
’explam the trredness They seemed to have come farther and fared a great deal
worse than thetr companions. They were more starved; they were infinitely
‘more 'ropeless, sitting in their dark corner away fromthe friendly gossip, the
amicable’ desperate votc_es whieh now confused the proprietor’s brain, until for
a moment he believed himself o be a host entertaining friends. o

| He laughed and made a broad joke directed at the two of them; but they
made no sign of understanding. Perhaps they‘Were to be bitted. cut off from the
camaraderie round the counter; perhaps they were to be envied for their deeper
comradeship. The proprietor thought for no reason at all of the bare grey trees of
the Tuileries like a seriee of exclamation marks drawn against the winter sky. -
Puzzled, disintegrated, with all his bearing lost, he stared out through the door
towards the Faubourg:. ' |

it was as’ if they had not seen each other for a long while and
would soon again be saying good;bye. Hardly’aw‘are of what he was doing he
filled the four glasses with brandy. They stretched out wdrn\ blunted fingers for them .

“Wait,” he said. t"}'ve’ got something hetter than this; then paused,
conscious of what was' happening across the boulevard. The lamplight splashed

down on blue steel helmets; the - Gardes Mobiles were lining out across the

1. amicable . peaceable , done in a friendly way‘=/ fou athadluiing

e
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entrance to the Faubourg, and a machine—éun‘ pointed directly at the cafe windows.

So, the proprietor thought, my prayers are answered. Now | must do my

part, not look, not warn them, save myself. Have they covered the side dTor? |

will get the other bottle. Real Napoleon brandy. Share and share alike.
He felt a curious lack of triumph as he opened the trap of the bar ﬁ

came out. He tried not to Walk quickly back towards the billiard room. - Nothi

nd
g that

he did must warn these men; he tried to spur himself with the thoqght that

every siow casual step he took was a blow for France, for his café, for hig

savings.

He had to step over the girl’'s feet to pass her; she was asleep. He

noted the sharp shoulder blades thrusting through the cotton, and raised his

eyes and met her brother's, . filled with pain and despair.

He stopped. He found he could not pass without a word. It was as if

he needed to explain somethihg; as if he belonged to the wrong parly . With

faise bonhomie' he waved the corkscrew he carried in the other’s face. “Another

cognac, eh?”
“I's no good talking to them.” the Red said. They're German. Th

don’t understand a word.”
;‘German?"

“That’s what’s‘wrvong with his leg. A concentration camp.”

ey

The proprietor told himself that he must be quick, that he must put a door

between him and them, that the end was very close, but he was bewildered

by the hopelessness in the man’s gaze. “What's he doing here?” Nobody

answered him, It was as if his qdeStion were too foolish to need a reply. With his

head sunk upon his breast the propri'etor went past, and the girl sleption. He

was like a stranger leaving a room where all the. rest are friends. A German.

They don’t understand a word; and up, up through the hea;/y darkness of his

through the avarice and the dubious triumph, a few German words

1. .bonhomie . hearty pleasantness of manner = AMWIUTY

EN 355
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remembered from very old days climbed like sbiés‘ into the - light:‘ a line
from the Lorelei learnt at school, Kamerad wiih its war-time suggestion of fear
“and surrender, and bddly From nowhere the phrase mein Bruder. He' 6pened
the door of the billiard room\a‘nd closed it behind him and softly turned the key.

““Spot in baulk;" the customer -explained and leant across the great green
table, but while he took aim ' Wrinkling his narrow poevlsh1 eyes, the ﬁring started.
It came in two bursts with a rip of glass between. The. girl cried out something,
but it was notone of the words he knew. Then .feet ran across the floor,
the trab of, the bar slammed. ‘The ‘proprietor sat back- against the table and
listened for any further sound; bdt* silence came in under the door and silence
<through< the keyhole, | ; ‘

“The cloth. My God, the cloth,” thé customer said, and the proprietar
looked down at his.own hand which was working the corkscrew into the table.

“Will this absurdity‘ ever end?”- the customer said . “l shall go home.”

“Wait, the proprietor said.” Wait. “He was listening to voices and
footsteps in the other room. “The‘se were voices he did not recoghizé. Then
a car drove up and preséntly drove away again. Somebody rattied the
handle of the door. ‘

| “Who is it?" the proprietor called.

“Who are you? Open that door.”

“Ah,” the customer said with relief, “the police. Where Was | now ?
Spot in baulk.” He began to chaik his cue. The 'proprietor ‘opened the door.
Yes, the Gardes Mobiies | had ‘arrived; he was safe again, though his
windows were §mashed . The  Reds had vanished as if they had never been.
He looked at the raised trap, at. _the smashed electric bulbs, at the broken
bottie which dripped behind the bar. The cafe was full of men, and he remembered
with odd relief that ‘he had not had time to lock the side door.

1. peevish ¢ imitable = edwiwgly
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“Are you the owner?” the officer asked. “A bock for each of these men

and a cognac for myself. Be quick about it.” ,
‘ The proprietor calculated : “ Nine francs fifty , and watched closely' with bent
head. The coins rattle dovyn upon the counter. '
“You see,” the -officer said with signiﬁc‘ance “we pay.” He nodded

towards the side door.” Those others: did they péy?"

No, the proprietor admitted, they had not paid, but as he counted the
coins and slipped them into the tIII'. he caught himself silently repeating the officer’s
order--A bock for ea_ch of these men. Those others, he thought, éneséot to
say that for them, they weren’t mean about thé drink. It was four cognacs with-
them. But, 6f course, they did not pay. “And rh’y windows,” he complained
aloud with sudden ésperity, “what about my windows?”

“Never you mind,” the ofﬁcer- said, “the governmént will pay; You
have only to send in youf bill. Hurry up nbw with’my. cognac. | have no time
for gossip.” .; .

- “You can see for yourself,” the proprietor said, “how the bottles have
been broken. Who will pay for that?” |

“Everything will be paid for,” the officer said.

“And now | must go to the cellar to fetch more.”

He was angry at the relteratlon2 of the word pay. They gnter my cafe, he
thought, they smash my windows, they order me about and think they af TI well if
they pay, pay, pay, It occurred to him that these men weré intruders. |

“Step to it,” the officer saidb and turned and rebuked’ one of the men

who had leant his rifle against the b‘ar.

“

1400 (n) : money-drawer, e.g. in a cash register = RUBNLALEY
2.reiteration . repefiton = Yingne
3.rebuked : spoke severely to =" DENAIFI
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At ‘the top of the celﬂé‘r stairs the proprietor stopped. They were in darkness,
but by the light from the  bar he oould',just make out a body half-way down. He
began to tremble violently. and it was some seconds before he could strike a
match. The young German ,lay head downwards, = and the blood from his head had
~ dropped on to the step below. His eyes were open and/ stared back at
the proprietor ,Wiih the old despairing expression of life. The proprietor would not
believe that he was dead . “Kamerad,” he séid bending down, while the match
singed his fingers and went out, trymg to recall some phrase in German, but he
could only remember, as he bent lower still “‘mein Bruder.” Then suddenly
he turned and run up .the steps, ' waved the match-box in the officer's face,
and called out in a low hysterical voice to him and his fnen and to
the customer stooping - under the low - green 'shade, “Cochons. Cochons.”

“What was that? What was that?" the‘ofﬁcer axclaimed Did you say that
he was your brother? It’s impossible, and he frowned mcredulously at the

proprietor and rattied the coins in hts pocket
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1. Brotherhood means nothing among people of the same country who want
to get rid of each other because they have different politics and want to see their
country ruled by them only .

2. People ‘may kill each other if they have different politics no rnatter if they

‘are people of the same country .

3. When people in the country have different polmcat attutudes in rulmg their
country thrs wrlt lead to violent ﬁghtmg
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Winfinmseudnadsluiilumensongs

1. Who were the first to appears?

2. Who were also seen among them?

3. Why did the young man and the girl walk slowly behind the group of
Communists? -

4. Where were the man and the giﬂ going?
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10.
1.
12
13.
14,

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

Why did the proprietor stil open his cafe though he knew that the
Reds or the Communists were gomg into hts cafe?
Were there many customers in his cafe? '

Why did the iowner of the café want to close his shop when he saw

- that the Reds were coming?
. Did the Reds go into the cafe?

Did they pay for their wine?

Who also went into the cafebesidee the Reds?

Where did both of them sit in the cafe?

Did they order anything to drink?

What nationality were the young man and the girl?

While the Reds, the young man and the young girl were in the cafe,
was the customer who was ptaymg billiard at the beginning of the
story still in the Bhop? ’

What did the customer want to do when he saw the eventin the  shop?
Who came while the first eustomer was talking te the,. owner? :

What did they do?

What did the officer say when théy ordered alcohol to drink?

What did the owner eay‘to the officer about the damage in his shop?
What did the officer answer him?

What did the owner see while he was going down to the cellar to fetch '

more alcohol?
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