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. An Old man with steel rimmed spectacles' and very dusty clothes sat by
| the side of the road. There was a pontoon brldez across the river and carts, trucks,
and men, women and children were crossing it. The mule—drawn carts against the
spoke of the wheels’. The trucks ground up and away' heading out of it all; the
peasants - plodded along® in the ankle—deep dust . But the old man sat there
without moving. He was too tired to go any farther. .

it was my business to cross the bridge, explore the bridgehead' beyond and
find out to what point the enemy had advanced. | did this and returned ovér the
bridge. There were not so many carts now and ve‘ry‘few people on foot, but‘ the old

man was still there.

aBuUANY

1. steel-rimmed spectacles : glasses with steel frames = WInAUNAN
2. pontoon bridge | : bridge made of floating metal sections usually
' “constructed by soldiers = a:wmaauﬁ'lﬂi]:ﬂgu
"ﬁonmtﬁ'm:;ﬂmjﬁn ‘
3. spokes of wheels : the bars connécting the centre of the wheels and

the outer edge = T8N

4. ground up and away : went up slowly and noisily = tlathstuszBnin

5. peasants , | : country people who work on land = T13U1

6. plodded along : éontinued Walking siowly and wearily but without
resting = undalletheth 9 uszathaniia
milagudlaingevin

7. ankle~deep dust : the dust was covering their feet = Qmm:ﬁtﬁ’t

8. bridgehead ": a defensive area and the side of a bﬁdge which is

nearer the enemy , usually an area successfully
attacked from which a larger attack/invasion can be
: | - . o o % “ -
launched = ROTUNTBINUUUIENIUTHINUITITNAN
+ .
Wl
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'Where do you come from?' | asked him. -
‘From San Carlos,’ he said-and smiled.
~ That was his native town and so it gave him pleasure to mentlon it and he
smiled._ o
‘| was taking care of animals,’ he explained.
‘Oh,’ | said, not quite understanding.
‘Yes,' he said. ‘I stayed, you See, taking care of animais. | was the last one to
leave the town of San Carips,’ /v
He did not iook liNa a shepherd .nor a hel?d_smanz and | looked at his black
dusty clothes and his grey dusty face and his steel rimmed spéctacles and said,
‘What animals were they?' - |
‘Various animalé,’ he éaid, and shook his head. ‘ | had to ieave them.’
| was Awatchir‘\g the bridge and the African—looking country of the Ebro Delta
and wondering how long now it would be before we would see the enemy, and
listening all the while for the first noises that would signal that ever mysterlous even
called contact’ and the old man still sat there.
~ “What animals were they, t asked. |
‘There were three animals altogether,’ he explained. - ‘There were two goats
and a cat and then there were four pairs of pigeons.’
‘And you had to leave them?' | asked. |
‘Yes. Because of the artillery‘. The captain told me to go because of the

artillery.’

1. shepherd + 2. herdsman . a person who looks after sheep = ﬂm‘érual.m:

3. that woulld signal " : that would show that the fighting (between Fascists
. - : i R ' R d da T
and...contact” © - Republicans had begun again) = TITOINTABY

) : - ™ . . va e & 4
(IWIIwaInvaSeuRzwInHLLR AR RSB naTINdY)
4. artilery i heavy guns which can fire long distance = tulng
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‘And you have no family?’ | asked, watching the far end of the bridge where a
few carts were hurrying down the slope of the bank. |
‘No, he said, ‘only the animals,’ he stated. ‘The cat, of course, will be all
right. A cat can look out for itseif, but | cannot think what will become_ of the otheré.'
‘What politics have you'?’ | asked,
‘I am without bolitics.' he said. ‘I am seventy-six years old. | have come
twelve kilometers now and | think now | can go no farther.’ _
“This is not a good place to stop,’ | said. ‘If you can make it, there are trucks
- up the road where it forks’ for Tortosa.’ |
‘I will wait a while,” he said, ‘and then | will go. Where do the trucks go?’
‘Towards Barcelona,’ | told him.
‘I know of no one in that direction,’ he said, ‘but thank you very much. Thank
" you again very much. \ |
He looked at me very blankly and tiredly, then said, having to share his
worry with someone. ‘The cat will be all ‘right, | am sure. Thereis no need to
be - unquiet about the cat. But the others. Now what do you think about the
others?’ ‘
" “Why, they'll probably come through it all right”
~ ‘You think so?’
‘Why not?’ | said, watching the far bank where now there were nb carts.
‘But what will they do under the artillery when | was'\ toid to leave because of
the artillery?’
‘Did you leave the dove t:age3 unlocked? | asked.
‘Yes.' | ‘
1. What politics have you? : Which side in the war do you support? = qmag‘ﬁ‘w‘lﬁu
2. forks (here is used as a verb ) : moves , carries , lifts = 1

3. dove cage : place where pigeohs were kept = NTIUNNTIU

N
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‘Then they'll fly.’

| ‘Yes, certainly they’ll fly. But the others. it's better not to think about the

others,’ he said. | - '

- if you are r_ested | would go,' | urged: ‘Get up and try to walk now.’ ‘Thank
you,’ he said and got to his feet, swayed' from side to side and then sat down
backwards in the'dust,.

| was only taking care of animals,’ he said dully, ‘but no longer to me. | was
only taking care of animals.’ '

There was nothing to do about him. It was Easter Sunday and the Fascists.
were advancing toward the Ebro.” it was a grey overcast day with a low ceiling
so their planes were not up.‘ That and the fact that cats know how to look, after

themseives was all the good-luck that old man would éver have.

1. swayed . : moved from side to side (as if about to‘fall) = e L

- O ] - Q@ : .
defuudAnriuacdmaudrsg nesingeluuniianein The  Whole Story by
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1. People who live in a countfy'in which wars are carried out by its people
because they have different beliefs * of ruling the country will be hopeless and
miserable. | ' ‘

2. Wars in a country may be cadsed by its own péople who have different
‘ ideas in ruling their country, and this will affect people’s way of living .

3. People are unhappy If there is a war in their country.
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1. When the story opened, where was the old man?
How did he dress himself?

Why did he sit near the bridge?

> w0N

What happened and why did other people an_d the}soldiers have to
cross the bridge?

What was the narrator of this story ordered to do?

Why did the oid man have to leave San Carlos?

Did the old man waik across the bridge like others did?

What did he tell the narrator about his personal life?

© ® N o o

From the conversation between the narrator and the old man, what else

do we learn about the old man? '

10. Did‘ the old man know anyone in the group of people who were crossing
' the bridge?

11. What did he want to share with the narrator?

12. What did the narrator do at the end of the story?
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