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An Essay on Man (Epistle II)

Know then thyself, presume not God to scan,

The proper study of mankind is man.

Placed on this isthmus of a middle state,
A being darkly wise, and rudely great:
With too much knowledge for the sceptic's side,
With too much weakness for the stoic's pride,
He hangs between; in doubt to act, or rest;
In doubt to deem himself a God, or beast;
In doubt his mind or body to prefer;
Born but to die, and reas'ning but to err;
Alike in ignorance, his reason such,
'Slhether  he thinks too little or too much:
Chaos of thought and passion, all confused;
Still by himself abused or disabused;
Created half to rise, and half to fall;
Great lord of all things, yet a prey to all;
Sole judge of truth, in endless error hurled:

The glory, jest, and riddle of the world!

Alexander Pope

uestions

1. What does Pope suggest by using the word "darkly wise"

and "rudely great"?
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2. Explain what Pope means in line 16.

3. What do you think is Pope's feeling aboilt  man? Does he have

only negative feeling ? Explain and give examples.

4. Do you think the structure of the poem in heroic couplet is

suitable for the expression of the thought ? Explain.

Zimri

In the first rszk  of these did Zimri stand:
A man so various, that he seem'd  to be

Not one, but all mankind's epitome.
Stiff in opinions, always in the wrong;
Was everything by starts, and nothing long:

But, in the colirse  of one revolving moon,'
1 one month

Was chemist, fiddler, statesman, and buffoon;2 2 a person

Then a11 for women, painting, rhyming, drinking, fooljsh  in

Besides ten thousand freaks that died in thinking. behavior

Blest ma&an,  who could every hour employ,
With something new to wish, or to enjoy!
Heiling'and praising were his usual themes; 3 criticizing,

And both, to show his judgement, in extremes; attacking

So over violent, or over civil,
That every man with him, was God or Devil,
In squand+ring  wealth was his peculiar art:

Nothing went unrewarded, but desert.
Beggar'd by fools, whom still%e found too late: 4 always

He had his jest, and they had his estate.
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Be laugh'd  himself from court; then sought relief
by forming parties, but could neler  be chief;
For, sPite*of him, the weight of business fell
On Absalom and wise Achitophel;
Thus wicked but in will,  of means bereft,'
He left not faction,7but  of tbat was left.

6 lost his wealth
7 small political

group

(From "Absalom  and Achitophel")

John Dryden

C&stions

1. dhat  kind of man is Zimri  ?

2. What good side of Zimri  do you find from this poem?

3. Nhat  is the tone of the whole excerpt ? Point out some words or

lines that show the tone.



From "The Rape of the Lock'

And now, unveil'd,  the toilet'stands displayId, 1 dressing table

Each silver vase in mystic order laid.
First, rou'd  in white, the nymph2intent  adores,

2
pdma

With head uncoverId,  the cosmetic pov'rs.
A heavlnly  image in the glass appears,
To that she bends, to that her eyes she rears;
Th'inferior  priestess,3at  her altar's  side, 3 the maid
Trembling begins the sacred rites of Pride.
Unnumber'd  treasures ope at once, and here
The various offIrings  of the vorld  appear;
From each she nicely culls with curious toil,
And decks the goddess vith the glitt'ring  spoil.
This casket India's glowing gems unlocks,
And all Arabia breathes from yonder box.
The tortoise here and elephant uni'te,
Transform'd  to combs, the speckleId,  and the vhits.

Here files oE pins extend their shining rows,
Puffs, powders, patches, bibles, billet-doux.4 4 love letters
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Now awful beauty puts on all its arms;
The fair each moment rises in her charms,
Repairs her smiles, awakens ev'ry  grace,
And calls forth all the wonders of her face;
Sees by degrees a purer blush arise,
And keener lightnings  quicken in her eyes.
The busy sylphs'surround  their darling care, 5the spirits of air

These set the head, and those divide the hair,
Some fold the sleeve, whilst others plait the gown;
And. Betty's6prais'd for l&ours  not her own. 6 the name of tre

maid

Alexander Pope

1. In the first 8 lines, Belinda's  dressing is compared to religious

ceremony. Point out the words concerning religion in these lines.

2. What do you think is Pope Is intention in using these vords

concerning religion?

3. What does Pope imply about the character of Belinda  ?

4. What is the tone of the whole excerpt ?

5. Point out some mock-heroic device used in this excerpt?
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On a Favourite Cat, Drowned in a Tub of Goldfishes

'Twas  on a 1oft.y  vase's side,
Nhere China'7 gayest art had dyed

The asure  flowers 3hat blow,
Demurest of the tabby kand,

; blue
gray or brown

The pensive Selima reclined,
Cased on the lake below.

cat with stripes

Her conscious tail her joy declared;
The fair round face, the snowy beard,

The velvet of her paws,
Her coat that w'th the tortoise vies,
Her 3ears of jet, and emerald eyes,

She saw; and purred applause.4
’ black
4 breathed joyously

Still had she gazed, but midst the tide

TwoT~g%?~~  ~~~S~~~~o  g1ide1
Their scaly armour's Tyrian hue?

2 spirit of the stream

Through richest purple to the view
the color of bl&h-

Betrayed a golden gleam. ,

The hapless Nymph with wonder saw:
A whisker first, and then a claw

With many an ardent wish
She stretched, in vain, to reach the prise -
What female heart can gold despise ?

What Cat's averse to Fish ?

Fre.sumptuous7maid!  with looks intent
Again She stretched, again she bent,

Nor knew the gulf between.
(Malignant Fate sat by, and smiled.)
The slippery verge her feet beguiled;

She tumbled headlong in!

7too bold

Sight times emerging from the flood
She mewed to every watery God

Some speedy aid to send.
No dolphin came, no Nereid stirred,
Nor on101  Tom nor Susan heard -

A favourite has no friend!

From hence, ye Beauties, undeceived,
Kngw one false step is ne'er retrieved,8 8 recovered

And be with caution bold:
Not all that tempts your wandering eyes
And heedless hearts, is lawful prise,

Nor all that glisters,  gold!

Thomas Gray (17161771)
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Questions

1. What makes the cat drowned?

2 . Notice t~he  words Gray used  with the cat. In stanza &, he used the

word "Nymph";  in stanza 5, the word "presumptuous maid". Does the

poet only talk about a drowned cat? 6hat  else does he imply ?

3. What is t1.s  tone of tfje  poem ?

Lt- Point out the lesson(s) the poet gives in the poem.

5. Give exan&~len of the mock-heroic devices used in this poem.

To see a World in a Grain of Sand,
And a Heaven in a Wild Flower,
Hold Infinity in the palm of your hand,
And Eternity in an hour.

WilliamBlake
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Questions

1 . limi is a l'tiorld" seen in 'Is. Grain of Sand? What similarity do they

have?

2. What do you think is in common between 'Ia Heaven" and "a Wild Flower"?

3. How are the last two lines related to the idea in the first two lines?

4. What kind of person would see reality as described in these four lines?

The Clod  and the Pebble

Love seeketh not Itself to please
Nor for itself hath any care:
But for another gives its ease.

And builds a Heaven in Hells despair.

So sang a little Clod of Clay
Trodden with the tattles  feet:
But a Pebble of the brook
Warbled*out these meters meet.

Y
saw

Love seeketh only Self to please.
To bind another to Its delight:
Joys in anothers  loss of ease.
And builds a Hell in Heavens despite.

William Blake

Questions

1. What kird  of love does the clod  represent? Do you agree?

2. Does the pebble represent the same kind of love that the clod  gives?

3. Are tne clod  and the pebble suitable symbols for the idea'of 1OVe
in this poem ? Discuss.
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Infant Joy

I have no name
I am but two days old -

What shall I call thee?
I happy am
Joy is my name --
Sweet Joy befall thee1

Pretty joy1

Sweet joy but two days old.
Sweet joy I call thee:

Thou dost smile.
I sing the while
Sweet joy befall thee.

Infant Sorrow

My mother  grosnedl  my father wept.
Into the dangerous world I leapt:
Helpless. Naked. Piping lcud:
Like a fiend*hid  in a cloud. * devil

Struggling in my fathers hands:
Striving against my swaddling bands:
Bound and weary  I thought best
To suik  upon my mothers breast.

. . . .
William Blake

Questions

1. Who are the speakers in "Infant Joy"?

2. How does the refrain of Ciweet  joy befall thee1 11 contribute to the poem?

3. Who is the speaker in "Infant Sorrow"? What is his reaction to the

surrounding?
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4. What is the attitude of "Infant  Sorrow" to the world ? Point out

words that show his attitude.

5. Compare the attitude toward baby and life from both poems.

6. The forms of the two poems are different. How is the form in

"Infant Joy" suitable to the Yiongs  of Innocence"?

Nurse’s Song

When the voices of children are heard  on the green
And laughing is heard on the hill,
Q.heert is at rest within my breast

And everything else is still.

Then come home my children the sun is gone down

And the dews of night arise
Come come leave off play, and let us away
Till the morning appears  in the skies.

No no let us play, for it is yet dsy
And we cannot go to sleep

Besides in the sky, the little birds fly
And the hills are all  covered with sheep.

Well well go & play till the light fades away
And then go home to bed

The little ones leaped & shouted & laugh'd
And all the hills echoed.

William Blake

.
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hhen the voices of children  sre heard on the green

And whisperings are in the dale:
The days of my youth rise fresh in my mind,

&y face turns green and pale.

Then come home my cbjldren,  the sun is gone down
And the dews of night arise
Your spring &your day, are wasted in play
And your winter and njght  in disguise.

William Blake

Comapre the two songa  and show. the different world  views of

the nurses.


