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A Dialogue between the Soul and Body
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ANDREW MARVELL

A DIALOGUE BETWEEN THE SOUL AND BODY

SOUL

O Who shall, from this Du ngeoh, raise
A soul inslav'd so many wayes?

With bolts of Bones, that fetter’d stands
in feet; and manacled in Hands.

Here blinded’ with an Eye; and there
Deaf with the drumming of an Ear.

A soul hung up, as‘twere, in Chains

Of Nerves,2 and Arteries, and Veins.
Torturd, besides each other part,

In a vain Head, and double Heart.

BODY

O who shall me deliver whole,
From bonds of this Tyrannic Soul?
Which, stretcht up righf, impales me so,
That mine own Precipice | go;
And warms and moves this needles® Frame:
(A Fever could but do the same.)
And, wanting where* its spight to try,
Has made me live to let me dye,
A Body that could never rest,
Since this ill Spirit it possest.

. to spiritual sight
. sinews

. having no need
. somewhere
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SOUL

What Magick could me thus confine
Within anothers Grief to pine?
Where whatsoever it complain,
| feel, that cannot feel, the pain.
And all my Care its self employes,
That to preserve, which me destroys:
Constrain‘d not oniy to indure
Diseases, but, whats worse, the Cure:
And ready oft the Port to gain,
Am shipwrackt into Health again.

BODY

But Physick yet could never reach
The Maladies Thou me dost teach;
Whom first the Cramp of Nope does Tear:
And then the Palsie Shakes of Fear.
The Pestilence of Love does heat:
Or Hatred's hidden Ulcer eat.
Joy’s chearful Madness does perplex:
Or Sorrow's other Madness vex.
Which Knowledge forces me to know:
And Memory will not foregoe.
What but a Soul could have the wit
To build me up for sin so fit?
So Architects do square2 and hew,
Green Trees that in the Forest grew.

1. The sout is not in itself endowed with senses but has intellectual intuitian,
2. square off: cut to squares
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TO HIS COY MISTRESS

Had we but World enough, and Time,
This coyness Lady were no crime.

We would sit down, and think which way
To walk, and pass our long Loves Day.
Thou by the Indian Ganges side
Should’st Rubies find: { by the Tide

Of Humber' would complain. | would
Love you ten years before the Floed:

And you should if you please refuse

Till the Conversion of the Jews.?
My vegetable Love should grow

Vaster then Empires, and more slow.

An hundred years should go to praise
Thine Eyes, and on thy Forehead Gaze.
Two hundred to adore each Breast:

But thirty thousand to the rest.

An Age at least to every part, _
And the last Age should show your Heart.
For Lady you deserve this State;

Nor would | love at lower rate.

But at my back | alwaies hear
Times winged Charriot hurrying near:
And yonder all before us lye
Desarts of vast Eternity.
Thy Beauty shall no more be found;
Nor, in thy marble Vault, shall sound
My ecchoing Song: then Worms shail try
That long preserv-d Virginity:
And your quaint Honour turn to dust;
And into ashes all my Lust.
The Grave’s a fine and private place,
But none | think do there embrace.

1. Hull stands on the Humber
2. to take place just before the end of the world
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Now therefore, while the youthful hew

Sits on thy skin like morning glew,
And while thy willing Soul transpires’
At every pore with instant® Fires,

Now let us sport us while we may;

And now, like amerous birds of prey,
Rather at once our Time devour,

Than languish in his slow-chapt* pow’r.
Let us roll all our Strength, and all

Our sweetness, up into one Ball:

And tear our Pleasures with rough strife,
Thorough the Iron gates of Life.

Thus, though we cannot make our Sun
Stand still, yet we will make him run.

1. so the text. Margoliouth suggests lew = warmth; dew?

2. breathes forth
3. a now present;

b} urgent; both meanings are in the Latin instare
4. slowjawed. Chronos (time), chief of the Gods, devoured all his children until Rhea hid Zeus, who afterward seized
the power, Zeus bid the sun stand still to lengthen his night with Alemene
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