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The Apparition
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JOHN DONNE

THE APPARITION

When by thy scorne, O murdresse, | am dead,
And that thou thinkst thee free

From all solicitation from rhee,

Then shall my ghost come to thy bed,

And Thee, fain‘d vestall, in worse armes shall see;
Then thy sicke taper will begin to winke,

And he, whose thou art then, being tyr'd before,
Will, if thou stirre, or pinch to wake him, thinke

Thou call’'st for more,
And in false sleepe will from thee shrinke,
And then poore Aspen wretch, neglected thou
Bath'd in a cold quicksilver1 sweat wilt lye
A veryer ghost then |,
What | will say, | will not tell thee now,
Lest that preserve thee, and since my love is spent,
I‘had rather thou shouldst pain‘fully repent,
Than by my threatnings rest still innocent.

1. a reference to the fluidity of quicksilver

54

EN 338



A Valediction: Forbidding Mourning
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A VALEDICTION : FORBIDDING MOURNING'

As virtuous men passe mildly away,
And whisper to their soules, to goe,
Whilst some of their sad friends doe say,
The breath goes now, and some say, no.

So let us melt, and make no noise,

No teare-floods, nor sigh-tempests move,
T'were prophanation of our joyes

To tell the layetie our love.

Moving of threarth brings harmes and feares,
Men reckon what it did and meant,

But trepidation? of the spheares,

Though greater farre, is innocent.

Dull sublunary lovers love

(Whose soule is sense) cannot admit
Absence, because it doth remove
Those things which elemented? it.

But we by a love, so much refin‘d,

That our selves know not what it is,
fnter-assured of the mind,

Care lesse, eyes, lips, and hands to misse.

Our two soules therefore, which are one,
Though | must goe, endure not yet

A breach, but an expansion,

Like gold to ayery. thinnesse beate.

If they be two, they are two so

As stiffe twin compasses are two,

Thy soule the fixt foot, makes no show
To move, but doth, if th’ other doe.

1 according to Walton addressed to Donne’s wife

2 a reference to the oscillatory motion of the celestial sphere, the Ptolemaic explanation of various slight -
changes in position of the ecliptic and the stars

3 composed
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And though it in the center sit,
Yet when the other far doth rome,
It leanes, and hearkens after it,

And growes erect, as that comes home.

Such wilt thou be to mee, who must
Like throther foot, obliquely runne.
Thy firmnes drawes my circle just,

And makes me end, where | begunne.
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The Good-Morrow
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THE GOOD-MORROW

| wonder by my troth, what thou, and |

Did, till we lov’d, were we not wean-d till then?

But suck’d on countrey pleasures, childishly?

Or snorted we in the seaven sleepersi» den?

T’ was so; But this, all pleasures fancies bee.

If ever any beauty | did see,

Which | desir‘d, and got, t'was but a dreame of thee.

And now good morrow to our waking soules,

Which watch not one another out of feare;

For love, all love of other sights controules,

And makes one little roome, an every where.

Let sea-discoverers to new worlds have gone,

Let Maps to other,2 worlds on worlds have showne,
Let us possesse one world, each hath one, and is one.

My face in thine eye, thine in mine appeares,
And true plaine hearts doe in the faces rest,
Where can we finde two better hemispheares

~ Without sharpe North, without declining West?

What ever dyes, was not mixt equally;
If our two loves be one, or, thou and |
Love so alike, that none doe slacken, none can die.

1. Christian youths of Ephesus who, fleeing from the Dacian persecution, took refuge in cave and slept there for more

than a century
2. plural without S
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Song (Goe and catche a falling starre}
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