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Francis Bacon (1561 — 1626)
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FRANCIS BACON.
Of Studies

STUDIES serve for delight, for omament, and for ability. Their chief use for delight, is in privateness
and retiring; for ornament, is in discourse; and for ability, is in the judgement and disposition of
business; for expert men can execute, and perhaps judge of particulars, one by one: but the
general counsels, and the plots and marshalling of affairs come best from those that are learned.
To spend too much time in studies, is sloth; to use them too much for arnament, is affectation;
to make judgement wholly by their rules, is the humour of a scholar: they perfect nature, and are
‘perfected by experience; for natural abilities are like natural plants, that need pruning by study;
and studies themselves do give forth directions too much at large, except they be bounded in
by experience. Crafty men contemn studies, simple men admire them, and wise men use them;
for they teach not their own use; but that is a wisdom without them and above them, won by
observation. Read not to contradict and confute, nor to believe and take for granted nor to find
talk and discourse, but to weigh and consider. Some books are to be tasted, others to be swallowed,
and some few to be chewed and digested; that is, some books are to be read only in parts; others
to be read but not curiously; and some few to be read wholly, and with diligence and attention.
Some books also may be read by depuw, and extracts made of them by others; but that would be
only in the less important arguments and the meaner sort of books; else distilled books are, like
common distilled waters, flashy things. Reading maketh a full man; conference a ready man;
and writing an exact man; and, therefore, if a man write little, he had need have a great memory;
if he confer little, he had need have a present wit; and if he read little, he had need have much
cunning, to seern to know that he doth not. Histories make men wise; poets, witty; mathermatics,
subtle; natufal philosophy, deep; moral, grave; logic and rhetoric, able to contend: Abeunt studia
in mores; nay, there is no stand or impediment in the wit, but may be wrought out by fit studies:
like as diseases of the body may have appropriate exercises: bowling is good for the stone and
reins, shooting for the lungs and breast, gentle walking fot the stomach, riding for the head and
the like; so if a mans wit be wandering, let him study the mathematics; for in demonstrations,
if his wit be called away never so little, he must begin again: if his wit be not apt to distinguish
or find difference, let him study the schoclmen; for they are Cymini sectores.! If he be not apt to
beat over matters, and to call up one thing to prove and illustrate another, let him study the lawyers’
cases: so every defect of the mind may have a special receipt.
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Of Ambition

AMBITION is like choler: which is an humour that maketh men active, earnest, full of alacrity,
and stirring, if it be not stopped. But if it be stopped, and cannot have his way, it becometh adust,
and thereby malign and venomous. So ambitious men, if they find the way open for their rising,
and still get forward, they are rather busy than dangerous; but if th'ey be checked in their desires,
- . they become secretly discontent, and look upon men and matters with an evil eye, and are best
pleased when things go backward; which is the worst property in a servant of a prince or state.
Therefore it is good for princes, if they use ambitious men, to handle it so they be still progressive
and not retrograde: which because it cannot be without inconvenience, it is good not to use such
natures at all. For is they rise not with their service, they will.take orders to make their service
fall with them. But since we have said it were good not to use men of ambitious natures, except
it be upon necessity, it is fit we speak in what cases they are of necessity, Good commanders in
_the wars must be taken, be they never so ambitious: for the use of their service dispenseth with-
the rest; and to take a soldier without ambition is to pull off his spurs. There is also great use of
ambitious men in being screens to princes in matters of danger and envy: for no man will take
that part, except he be like a seeled dove, that mounts and mounts because he cannot see about
him. There is use also of ambitious men in pulling down the greatness of any subject that overtops:
as Tiberius used Macro in the pulling down of Sejanus. Since therefore they must be used in such
cases, there resteth to speak how they must be bridled, that they may be less dangerous. There
is less danger of them if they be of mean birth, than if they be hoble; and if they be rather harsh
of nature, than gracious and popular: and if they be rather new raised, than grown cunning and
fortified in their greatness. It is counted by some a weakness in princes to have favourites: but
itis of all others the best remedy against ambitious great ones. For when the way of pleasuring
and displeasuring lieth by the favourite, it is impossible any other should be over great. Another
means to curb them, is to balance them by others as proud as they. But then there must be some
middle counsellors, to keep things steady; for without that ballast the ship will roll too much.
At the least, a prince may animate and inure some meaner persons'to be, as it were, scourges to
ambitious men. As for the having of them obnoxious to ruin, if they be of fearful natures: it may
do well: but if they be stout and daring, is may precipitate their designs, and prove dangerous.
As for the pulling of them down, if the affairs require it, and that it may be done with safety sud-
denly, the only way is the interchange continually of favours and disgraces; whereby they may
not know what to expect, and be, as it were, in a wood. Of ambitions, it is less harmful, the ambi-
tion to prevail in great things, than that other, to appear in everything; for that breeds confusion,
and mars business. But yet it is less danger to have an ambitious man stirring in business, than
great in dependences. He that seeketh to be eminent amongst able men hath a great task; but
that is ever good for the public. But he that plots to be the only figure amongst ciphers is the
decay of an whole age. Honour hath three things in it: the vantage ground to do good: the approach
to kings and principal persons: and the raising of man’s own fortunes. He that hath the best of
these intentions, when he aspireth, is an honest man: and that prince that can discern of these
intentions in another that aspireth, is a wise prince. Generally, let princes and states choose such
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ministers as are more sensible of duty than of rising: and such as love business rather upon con-
science than upon bravery: and let them discern a busy nature from a willing mind.
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Of Travel

TRAVEL, in the younger sort, is a part of education; in the elder, a part of experience. He that

travelieth into a country, before he hath some entrance into the language, goeth to school, and -

not to travel. That young men travel under some tutor or grave servant, | allow well: so that he
be such a one that hath the language, and hath been in the country before; whereby he may' be
able to tell them what things are worthy to be seen in the country where they go, what acquain-
tances they are to seek, what exercises or discipline that place yieldeth, for else young men shall
go hooded, and look abroad little. It is a strange thing, that in sea voyages, where there is nothing
to be seen but sky and sea, men should make diaries; but in land travel, wherein so much is to be
observed, for the most part they omit it; as if chance were fitter 10 be registered than ohservation:
let diaries, therefore, be brought inuse. The things to be seen and observed are, the courts of
princes, especially when they give audience to ambassadors; the courts of justice, while they sit
and hear causes; and so of consistories ecclesiastic; the churches and monastaries, with the
monuments which are therein extant; the walls and fortifiqations of cities and towns; and so the
havens and harbours, antiguities and ruins, libraries, colleges, disputations, and lectures, where
any are; shipping and navies; houses and gardens of state and pleasure, near great cities; armories,
arsenals, magazines, exchanges, burses, warehouses, exercises of horsemanship, fencing, training
of soldiers, and the like: comedies, such whereunto the better sort of persons do resort; treasuries,
of jewels and robes; cabinets and rarities; and, to conclude, whatsoever is memorable in the piaces
where they go; after all which the tutors or servants ought to make diligent inquiry. As for triumphs,
masks, feasts, weddings, funerals, capital executions, and such shows, men need not to be put
in mind of them: yet are they not to be neglected. If you will have a young man to put his travel
into a little room, and in short time to gather much, this you must do: first, as was said, he must
have some entrance into the language before he goeth; then he must have such a servant, or
tutor, as knoweth the country, as was likewise said: let him carry with him alsc some card, or
book, describing the country where he travelleth, which will be a good key to his inquiry; let him
keep also a diary; let him not stay long in one city or town, more or less as the place deserveth,
but not long; nay, when he stayeth in one city or town, let him change his lodging from one end
and part of the town to another which is a great adamant of acquaintance; let him sequester
himself from the company of his country-men, and diet in such places where there is good com-
pany of the nation where he travelieth: let him, upon his removes from one place to another,
procure recommendation to some person of quality residing in the place whither he removeth,
that he may use his favour in those things he desireth to see or know; thus he may abridge his
travel with much profit. As for the acquaintance which is to be sought in travel,‘ that which is
most of all profitable, is acquaintance with the secretaries and employed men of ambassadors;
for so in travelling in one country he shall suck the experience of many: let him aiso see and visit
eminent persons in all kinds, which are of great name abroad, that he may be able to tell how the
life agreeth with tbe fame; for quarrels, they are with care and discretion to be av_oided; they are
commonly for mistresses, healths, place, and words; and let a man beware how he keepeth com-
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pany with choleric and .quarrelsome persons; for they will engage him into their own quarrels.
When & traveller returneth home, let him not leave the countries where he hath travelled altogether
behind him, but maintain a correspondence by letters with those of his acquaintance which are
of most worth; and let his travel appear rather in his discourse than in his apparel or gesture; and
in his discourse let him be rather advised in his answers, than forward to tell stories: and let it
appear that he doth not change his country manners for those of foreign parts; but only prick in
some flowers of that he hath learned abroad into the customs of his own country.
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