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Interesting Stories , _
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READING 1

Read the following sentences. They are strange but true.

1. About 5,700 stars can be seen on a clear night without telescopes.

2. If you live in a cold house in the country, you may be sharing your

house with up to 3,000 animals and insects.

3. Diamonds and cold are made of the same chemical element.

4. During a lifetime, a person’s heart pumps enough blood to fill the fuel

tanks of 2,100 Boeing 747s.

5. There were ten days in the ancient Egyptian week.

6. The silk made by the spiders is stronger than steel.

7. You get taller when you are sleep.

8. The Museum of Modern Art in New York hung Le Bateau Bv Matisse

upside down for 47 days before they discovered their mistake.
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READING 2

How S2,OOO  went up in smoke*

by Mark Elsdon -Dew

Carrying a plain paper bag containing f2,OOO  in &20  notes, Mr. Ronald

Lawrence walked through his front door at the end of a long day’s work. It was

close to midnight and he felt exhausted.

Mr. Lawrence had been paid most of the money by a client of his kitchen-

design company.

All evening he had been worried about having so much money in his

possession, but with all the banks closed, there seemed to be no alternative.

Once at home in Swan Street, West Malling,  Kent, all Mr. Lawrence

wanted to do was to sit down and relax. Placing the paper bag, his briefcase and

the remains of a take-away dinner on the kitchen table, he made straight for the

living room and sat down in front of the roaring fire to watch television.

Later, he wandered back into the kitchen and glanced at the table, The

paper bag was gone.

He asked his wife, Janice, where she had put it. “Oh, I put it on the tire

with the other rubbish,” she said.
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2. Answer these questions as briefly as possible-not more than two or three words

for each other.

1. What work does Mr. Lawrence do?

2. What time did he go home?

3. What was he carrying

4. Where did he put the paper bag?

5. Does Mr. Lawrence often carry large sums of money?

6. Did he tell his wife what was in the bag?

7. Where did she put it?

8. Why?

9. How many notes was Mr. Lawrence able to rescue from the fire?

10. What did he take to his bank?

11. Is there a chance that he will be able to recover some of the money?

Grammar Point

Sentence Structure : Participial Modifiers, + Simple sentence.
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3. The little girl was crying bitterly. She told Mary she had hurt her knee.

4. Mary was moved by her tears. Mary opened her handbag.

5. She took out her handkerchief. She dried the little girl’s eyes.

6. She thanked Mary. She ran off towards the shops.
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