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Mrs. Mollie Lim, 49, and a mother of two, has been involved in
community work as a folkdance teacher since her school days.

She first started as an instructor at the Young Men’s Christian
Association, and later branched out to teach at the People’s Association (PA) and
the community Centres (CCs)

A nursing officer at the Kandang Kerbau Hospital, she spends about 10
hours to 15 hours a week conducting folkdancing classes at the Mountbatten and
Havelock CCs, and the Civil Service Clubhouse.

“l started doing voluntary work when I was in school. We had folkdancing
classes then, and 1 developed an interest in it. 1 carried on teaching folkdancing
after my student days because I see it as a hobby,” she says.

In a way, Mrs. Lim can be likened to a cultural ambassadress as she has
conducted classes on local folkdancing in countries like Thailand, Hong Kong,
and Taiwan.

“I have made a lot of friends from all walks of life as a result of these
folkdance sessions. I don’t really feel that I'm doing voluntary work because |
gain so much pleasure from it,” she says.

Similarly, home economics teacher Mrs. Catherine Goh finds voluntary
work rewarding. She has been doing voluntary work since the age of 12. As a
member of the Legion of Mary, a school seciety, she used to visit hospitals and
homes for the poor.

Recalls Mrs.Goh, “That gave me my first taste of welfare work. 1 became
involved in grassroots and community activities in 1967, when a friend, who sits
on the Bukit Timah CC Management Committee, started a Women’s

Committee,”
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At present, Mrs. Goh is the chairman of the Toa Payoh CC Women’s
Executive Committee, She helps organize educational and re/creational
programmes for women.

She is also the chairman of the Befriender Service. As a befriender, Mrs.
Goh visits old folks to keep them company. “Many of them are not really
destitutes; just only people needing someone to talk to,” she says.

To be an effective volunteer, Mrs Goh says that one needs to have a
natural love for people and a desire te want to help others.

“The reward is in the satisfaction you gain from reaching out to people,
making new friends, feeling needed. I spend 15 hours a week doing voluntary

work. It’s something I do gladly. To me, it’s time well spent,” she adds.

Word Study

involve (v) take part in (L‘i’ﬁﬁ"m ﬁﬁ")‘i—!‘i'tlu)

branch out (v) do the same thing in different places ({anaIU7)

community (n) a group of persons living in the same place or district

conduct (v) lead or guide (11 TUUINY)

voluntary (n) = acting in a specified capacity willingly(mm‘e’rﬁ}ﬂﬁf‘m

mﬁa)

Il

carry on (v) continue( siutiuael)
cultural embassadress(n) = a person sent on an official mission (‘[]ﬂ'“imuﬁﬁu)
pleasure (n) = joy, delight, enjoyment (mm?mﬁ)

taste (n) = feeling or experience
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the poor (n) = poor people

walks of life (n pl.) = positions or ranks in society

grassroots (n)

befriender (n)

destitutes (n)

ordinary people who form the main part of organization

(Fymin)

a person who acts as a friend

at
5
=)

1l

)

persons having no money or possessions (ﬂu"l

Word Building
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Adj. Noun

poor the poor /poorness
pleased pleasure

desirable desire

cultural culture

Vocabulary Exercise
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Adj. Noun

rich

wealthy

strong
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Adj. Noun

long

deep

young

wide

warm
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Noun Adj.

education

development

recreation

effect

desire

culture

nature

Comprehension Questions

Answer the following questions?

1. Where did Mrs. Lim first start teaching?

2. How many hours a week does Mrs. Lim instruct her folk dancing classes?
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3. Since when has Mrs. Lim worked as a volunteer?

4, What was the result from teaching folk dancing?

5. According to the passage, Mrs. Catherine has also worked for community
since she was young. Write in your own words telling about her work as a

volunteer.

Grammar Points

1. How to use “Spend”

=\ 3| L= d' 9 = o = .; =
381 spend uJunsm(Vt) NODINNTINNTIDITUAND UATNTTHUVDINTENUIZY

= T ! :’l = =y = ! L l:
W 2 BEIAMTUAR 1181 waz 13 nazdistuuuildlasamzdail

time
Spend +/ + V-ing
money
Example:
Mrs. Lim spends about 10-15 hours a week conducting folkdancing
classes,

She also spends $300 a month renting an apartment.
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Activity 1.

Study the following example in a and b and do the same.

a. The three men discussed the question for an hour.

b. The three men spent an hour discussing the question.

Now write these sentences with spend, as in the sentence b

1. Marco Polo travelled in the East for several years.

2. Mario went along the coast for two or three weeks,

3. Tom studied Spanish for two years.

4. Mrs. Lim wrote letters in the afternoon.

5. What did you do during the morning?

6. The teacher had to explain this difficulty for a quarter of an hour.

7. For a long time he tried to find the place on the map.

EN 329

169



8. We motored in Scotland for 2 month.

9. We bought Christmas present during the afternoon.

10. Shall we talk about intonation for a few minutes?

=2 3 Yo o - ¥ A oo [ &
HaNAINNTY spend mwﬂumummmmnmum SINIINDNTUANHINT NG

by

Waudununald saeiilassadianisiuuieanin spend §afi

It takes (will take, took) +someone + time +to do something. OR

Someone takes + time + to do semething.

Activity 2
Study the sentence in a and b and then write these sentences beginning with
“It takes” (will take , took )

a. We climbed to the top of the mountain in five hours.

b. It took us five hours to climb to the top of the mountain.

1. In only a few minutes the teacher explained to his student how to use the word.

2. Along time passed before we finished making our list of Christmas presents,

3. He can shave, wash, and dress in ten minutes.
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4. She does her homework in about half an hour.

5. The airliner crosses the Atlantic in about twelve hours.

2. Some verbs + Gerund as an object

a ¥ o U v A’ - v = d' [ 9/ -~ o A ::v
dmsunielunguee Uil Aengun3ennAvanmue 8 Gerund HIoMUBIMIITY

admit appreciate  avoid

consider dislike deny

enjoy finish go, hate

give up imagine mind

miss postpone practice

*prefer risk suggest and stop

o A S
saunnaee lihe

object to (AARA1H)  get accustomed to (INEIT1L)
be used to (mu%u) look forward to (Rnow)
get used to(1N&)
It’ no use (ulﬁﬁﬂiziﬂ"uﬁ) It’s worth ((ﬁﬂ'm’.}‘mﬂ'...)
It’s busy (Ejﬁﬂ;iﬁv...)
can’t help / can’t stand (aﬂ"lumlﬁ‘f’iﬁ]z...)
*prefer HBNVINAINAIY gerund #4? dathumn3eniliu to infinitiveldasi]
I prefer to swim. Fuveutwninnnnh BilduSauiuneniiseda) dau

. . . o ! § ' T b
I prefer reading to swimming. (unmﬂ?aumﬂmwaumumnmnwm)
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Activity 3

Writethe correct form of the verb given in the bracket of each sentence.

1.1 can’'t help (fed) ‘ anxious about the political stuation.

2. Shelikes (begin) pieces of knitting but hates (finish) _
them.

3. Most people prefer (ride) to (walk)

4. You have to stop (drink) whisky befor e breakfast.

5. If you keep (make) such a noise, the neighbor will
complain.

6. | can't understand (neglect) children like that.

7. Can you imagine (stay) alonein the jungles?

8. It’s no use (attempt) to eat dinner in two minutes.

9. | shall enjoy (restj this afternoon as | have had a busy morning.

10. When will you finish (shop) ?
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