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The torrid sun drained the workcrs within hours. The jnccssant 

buzz of malaria-carrying mosquitoes made life miserable. Poisonous snakes 

wem a constant danger. The jungle grew back almost as fast as the men' 
I 

could clear it. Many men died and had to be replaced. 

Which is the implied main Idea? , 

a. The sun was hot. 

b. The conditions in the jungle were difficult. 

c. The men w m  working in the jungle. 

d People died of snakebite. ' 
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A giraffe can go without water longer than a camel can. It can run as 

fast as a horn. Although a giraffgs neck is about seven feet Long, it has only 

one vertebra per foot. In fact, its neck has the same number of vertebra as a 

mou&s. The giraffe is found only in Africa, Julius Caesar brought this old- 

looking mature to Rome in 46 B.C. 

Which is the implied main idea? 

a. Scientists need to learn mom about giraffe. 

b. Giraffes are the tallest animals in the world 

c. Giraffes arr: intmesting animals. 

d. Julius Caesar was the fm person to bring gid$es to Europe. 
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1. Mice have seven vertebrae in thcir necks. 

2. All animals have seven vertebrae in their necks. 

3. A giratrc doem't have to drink water nry ofmL 

4. Julius Caesar went to Afiica. 

5. hjius caesar found tbc g i r e  inmesting. 
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Vanilla is favorite ice cream flavor, but very few people know where 

vanilla comes from. Throughout Central and South America there is a climbing 

orchid with greenish yellow flowers. These flowers produce long seed pods, 
\ 

which are the backbone of the entire industry that produces vanilla. 

Inference 

A. Circle the letter preceding the implied main idea. 

a. Some flavorings come from plants. 

b. Vanilla is expensive. 

c. Vanilla is important to the manufacture of ice cream, 

d. Vanilla comes from a plant in South America. 

the type of support is .......................... 
. 

B. If you can infer the statement from the paragraph, write yes in the 

blank. If you cannot infer the statement, write no 

........... 1. Vanilla pods are very expensive. 

........... 2. Vanilla pods must be produced before the vanilla is used to flavor 

ice cream. 

........... 3. Vanilla makes things taste sweet. 



........... 4. The United States must import vanilla. 

........... 5. Vanilla pods grow in warn climates. 

, 

Author's Purpose 

......................................... What is the author's purpose? 

Fact versus Opinion 

A fact is something that can be proved or disproved. How could someone 

prove that very few people know where vanilla comes from? 

. 
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What I'm really trying to say is. If I'm in the 

that they treat me like a person. restaurant, there is none of that 

A rather over-used phrase, I over-effusive welcome, followed 

agree, but other businesswomen by a table behind a pillar or near 

will know whqt I mean. the kitchen door. 

I . '  . . .  
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I don't have to take 
my briefcase into the bar 
either, to prove all I want 
is a drink. 

I 

When I go to my room, 
there are some extra 
touches that make me 
feel especially welcome. 

away from home.. 

"I've finally 
found a hotel 

It's not simply the 
Softer dtcor. Crest have 
thoughtfully provided a 
hairdryer and make-up 
mirror, things I appreciate 

And they can even come up with an iron or a pair of 
tights at a moment's notice. 

So I always stay at a Crest Hotel whenever I can. I like 
their friendly and businesslike attitude towards me. 

And speaking as a woman, you can't .say fairer than that. 

that treats me 
like a man." 

Crest Hotels I 
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3. The work frustratd the men. 

4. Jungle plants grow faster than regular plants. 
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6. There was a lot of rain. 
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In October 1957 the Soviet Union launched Sputnik I, a small, unmanned 

1 satellite that circled the earth. Twelve years later Neil Armstrong stepped onto 

the surface of the moon. During perhaps no other time in Earth's history was 

such rapid advancement made in a particular area of exploration. We can only 

speculate about the future, but astronomers and scientists are looking to the day I 
when a permanent base will be set up on the moon, and greater knowledge of 

1 space will be at our doorstep. I 
A. Circle the letter preceding the implied main idea. 

a. Space exploration began in the 1950'8 and continues today. 

b. The Soviet and U.S. governments have cooperated in exploring space. 
I I 

c. Sputnik I was the first satellite launched into space. 
I 

d. Space exploration is still going on in the Soviet &ion and the 

United States. 

The type of support is ................................ . 



B. Circle the letters preceding 1111 the valid inferences. 

a. Neil Armstrong was the first man on the moon. 

b. Both the United States and the Soviet Union have spent a lot on 

space travel. 

c. The author thinks that space exploration is important. 

d. The United States is now ahead of the Soviet Union in space 

exploration. 
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It was love at first sight, 

I suppose. And yet it wasn't 

"I'll have a Jameson." 

she replied. 

just the way she looked. It "A what?" 

was also the way she talked. "A Jameson. You know, the 

We'd been for a stroll famous lrish whiskey." 

in the country, One lazy, hazy "Oh," I said somewhat 

summer Saturday. I felt about 

sixteen again-walking close 

enough for our hands to keep 

touching, in the hope that she 

might hang on. 

At a little country pub over 

looking Evesham Vale, I popped the 

inevitable question. 

blankly. 

"Haven't you tried it? 

She said, laughing. "Ddn't 

look so amazed, it's great. 

Made from the finest Irish 

barley, the softest spring 

water, and it's distilled three 

times, so it's really smooth. 



"Two Jameson, please," I 

said to the barman a moment 

later. And before rejoining 

my partner I took a little sip- 

"Excellent taste," I said. 

She raised an eyebrow 

quizzically. "Are you talking 

about me or the James 

just to see if she was right. 

'- "Was I right? She said. 

I saw you taking a crafty 

swig!" 

You'll never know until you've tried it 

A. Which of the following sentences would be the best slogan: 

a. Ice-cold Scotch on a hot summer's day. 

b. trish or Scotch. Which is more romantic? 

c. The taste of Ireland. 

d. As smooth as a spring in summer. 

e. In pursuit of good taste. 

B. Inferring 

Answer the following questions and find evidence in the passage for the 

following statements. 

a. Would you say that Jameson's was a well-known brand of whiskey? 

............................................................................................................................ 



I b. 'It was love at first sight.' What is the writer referring to? 

I c. How old do you think the writer is? 

d. Do you think the writer trusted the woman's opinion of Jameson's? 

................................................... ;,e*........................................................,........... 
- 8 

............................................. Af. ..... ; ................................................................ ,.... 
e. What does 'excellent taste' ref&; to? 

.......................................................... .................................................................. 

............................................................................................................................ 
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Normally, when we think of plants, we think of things with roots and 

p n  leaves. In fact, of the 335,000 known species of plants, about 99 

percent am just what we would expect. However, this description is too 

simple. We can see this if we examine the two main subkingdoms of plants. 

The fmt subkingdom, Thallophyta, includes many u n u d  plants. 

Although most plants have little movement and are anchored to one spot by 

roots, several plants in this classification have no roots b have he-floating 

roots. For example, algae can be found in this classification, as can seaweed 

The other subkingdom, Ernbryophyta, contains most of the ferns, 

gram, vegetables, flowm, shrubs, and tmes we think of as plants. But even - 

here we can find unusual plants. For example, although moss is green, it has 

no real roots. And fungus is not peexi because it draws its nutrition from 

other m s  or plants rather than producing its own food. 
/ 



Aw Circle the letter preceding the implied main idea, 

a Most plants 'do not have roots and leaves. 

b. All living things are divided in kingdoms. 

c. Plants live in the sea and on land. 

d. Some plants are: very unusual. 

The two types of support are Z 

Bw If you can infer the statement flrom the selection, write ges in 

the blank. If you cannot infer the statement, write no, 

If you wrote yes, then on tlie 'line following statement, write the 

sentence(s) from which you made the inf'erence. 

1. The process of producing its own food is what makes a plant turn 

2. There are more than two subkingdoms of plants. 

3. You cannot define a plant as a green organism with roots. 



4. Moat plants produce their own food. 

5. The Thallophyta kingdom is larger than the Embryophyta 

subkingdom. 

6. There are more species of plants than of animals. 

7. Some plants in Thallophyta subkingdom live in water. 

8. Moss produces its own food. 

How could the author prove that what we normally think of 

as plants am c'things with roots and green leaves)'? 


