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Example 

The soldier gave the order to f& the enemy. 
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J3r la rm~~e~ i l  n~~~mcwulcli18'*~ 
The boy scouts lit a & using only flint and wood. 

Questions 

1. What part of speech is "fire" ? I 

2. Does the sentence talk about war, business, or a blaze ? 

3. What words helped you to answer this question ? 

. and L 

4. "Fire" means % 

a. to let someone go from a job 

b. to shoot at 

c. red-hot flames 

Y 

m3p R.......... idor:tiol#in'~notld kGu dimoulu4o 2 8o bi- d i f i ~ u l u # o  3 

d ~ f h h u f f i ~ ~ t ~ u d i f i o u i i o  the boy scouts, lit wood 1in:tllmo~Iu4o 4 nqiu 

4 9-  
).1UIUU69 fm fl6UO c, red-hot flames / 

Isa d Y 
Old4 #ortfiwoanoa part of speech h u q n n f ~ ~ ~ m ~ ~ ~ n ? ~ u w u i u d w n '  Jt:nouiiu 



1. Consider the context of each underlined word. First, write its,part of 

speech on the line. Then, choose the best meaning and write the letter of that 

meaning on the line. 

................ 1. The fire blazed for hours and nearly destroyed the old house. 

In this sentence, 'firey is a (an) .................... 
.............. It means 

a) to shoot at b) red-hot flames 

c) a match d) to let someone go from a job 

................ 2. The worker gathered cane in the fields. . 

In this sentence, 'cane' is a (an) ................. 
................ It means 

a) a stick used as support in walking 

b) a sugar stalk 

c) to hit with a piece of wood 

d) to weave wood pieces, as in a chair 

................ 3. The supervisor asked everyone to make a concerted effort to maintain 

company production goals. 

.................... In this sentence, 'concerted' is a (an) 

.............. It means 

a) to act as one 

b) a musical performance 

c) bodies 

d) unified 



................ 4. The chair recognized each speaker at the meeting. 

.................... In this sentence, 'chair' is a (an) 

.............. It means 

a) a piece of furniture b) sitting 

c) a leader d) to direct a session 

................ 5. Rice is considered a staple in many countries. 

................. In this sentence, 'staple' is a (an) 

................ It means 

a) a basic food substance 

b) to fasten papers 

c) a metal clip used to attach items. 

d) to supply with food 

2. Read each sentence carefully and write the part of speech for the 

underlined word. Then write the meaning of the word. 

1. Sam was fired because he could not fulfill his work requirements,, 

In this sentence, 'fire' is a (an) ................. 
(part of speech) 

Fired means ............................................. ; ................................................. 
2. The elderly patient used a cane to help her walk. 

In this sentence, 'cane' is a (an) ................. 
Cane means ............................... : ............................................................... 

3. Mayor Arnold canceled the concert when the band failed to arrive. 

................. In this sentence, 'concert' is a (an) 

. Concert means .......................................................................................... 



4. New material gave the chait a refreshing look. 

................. In this sentence, 'chair' is a (an) 

Chair means ............................................................................................... 

5. "Randy, can you -staple these papers so they won't fall apart?" 

asked Anita, 

................. In this sentence, 'staple' is a (an) 

Staple means ........................................................................................... 

rlnriiamilou (synonym comd CIWJ I~uGonaiutiRui ~~r:Xo~og1u part of 

- The job applicant sat in the personnel office and f111ed out a d. 

1 - When she finished the Fame, she gave it to the seaetary. 

- Vita is a m. Its synonym is m. 
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I. Determine the meaning of the underlined word by identifying its part 
. 

of speech and by locating its synonym. 

I. John led the symposium on job opportunities, and was thrilled to 

learn that four hundred people had attended the panel discussion. 

Symposium is a (an) .................... 
.................... Its synonym is 

2. The teenager was ordered to make full restitution to the owner of 

the *aged car. He swiftly made full payment for damages to the 

auto he had hit. 
I 

Restitution is a (an) .................... 
.................... Its synonym is I 

3. "Don't get mired down in details," cautioned Professor A.mes. 

"Don't get stuck writing every little fact. 

.................... Mired is a (an) 

Its synonym is .................... 
4. Some political campaigns turn into debacles. Mismanagement, illegal 

funding, and serious debts are characteristic of these disasters. 

Debacles is a (an) .................... 
Its synonym is ..................... 



5. Adept advertisements aitract new customers. These clever ads 

promise whatever the customers desire and more. 

.................... Adept is a (an) 
I I 

Its synonym is .................... 

2. Each of the following sentences contains a synonym clue to help you 

understand the meaning of the underlined word. Be aware of the new I 
word's part of speech. Circle its synonym in the sentence and write the 

letter of its meaning on the line. 

1. The instructor failed the student because of his sporadic attendance 

record. Occasional attendance in class was unacceptable to the teacher. 

Sporadic means .................. 
a) acceptable b) infrequent c) failure 

2. The detectives were deluded by all the false evidence. They were 

completely deceived and they arrested the wrong person. 

Deluded means .................. 
a) wrong b) arrested c) misled 

3. Inveterate gamblers are habitual customers at the race track betting 

windows. 

Inveterate means .................. 
a) betting b) regular c) gambler 



4. Discomfort suffered from a broken leg can be so excruciating that 

drugs are often prescribed to relieve the agony. 

Excruciating means .................. 
a) painful b) suffering c) hurt 

5. Our plane tickets were voided when the airline ticket agent declared 

that the airport was closed. Therefore, all reservations were canceled. 

Voided means .................. 
a) reserved b) closed c) eliminated 

6. Although the insurrection began in the rual areas, the rebellion 

quickly spread throughout the cities. 

Insurrection means .................. 
a) spreading b) revolt c) rebels 

7. Hired troublemakers created chaos in the convention hall. Everything in 

the auditorium was in total confusion by the time they left. 

Chaos means .................. 
a) complete disorder b) troublemakers c) noise . 

8. After ten years in one job. Mike decided that his paperwork was 

humdrum and that his telephone sales job was dull. 

................... Humdrum means 

a) workable b) tired c) boring 

9. Moving closer to school can both ameliorate your commuting problem 

and improve your social life. 

Ameliorate means .................. 
a) make better b) move c) combink 



10. Laundry arking pencils on their customers' 

clothing. ermanent markers that will not wash off the 

garments. 

Indelible means ................. . 
a) movable ' b) lasting c) stained 
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Example 

signal ., antonym 

E i l h  manages money j@i&~& while I manage money uxmkdy. 
1 I 
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Question 

What does "judiciously" mean? Write the meaning in thc box 

h r i t h d i  judiciously ~ d u d i 8 ~ d % ~ ~ n ~ i ~ f i ~ i u ~ u i u  I I ~ I U ~ ? Z I U ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ I ~  
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Each of the following sentences contains an antonym clue for the underlined 

word. Locate the word or phrase that signals the antonym clue. Finally select 

the best meaning for the underlined word. 

1. Professor English's attitude showed his I care and concern./ 

The students' attitudes, m on the other hand were very nonchalant. 

Nonchalant means .................. 
a) attitude b) concerned c) casual 

2. She has a love of rote work, but no fondness for creative jobs. 

.................. Rote means 

a) creative b) mechanical c) fondness 



3. Some students were inadvertently late for class while a few were 
J 

purposely late. 

Inadvertently means .................. 
a) purposely b) accidentally c) always 

4. In many nations there are two financial extremes from penury to great 

wealth. 

Penury means .................. 
, 

a) wealth b) poverty c) middle income 

5. It is better to be reflective about problems than to be thoughtless. 

Reflective means .................. 
a) thoughtful b) uncaring c) problems 

6. Today's teenagers seem to be more liberal in their ideas than 

conservative grandparents. 

.................. Conservative means 

a) free-thinking b) traditional c) old 

7. Oranges are indigenous, to Southern California but foreign to New York 

farms. 

Indigenous means .................. 
a) native b) ' unknown c) alien 

8. Our commodious house has more advantages than our overcrowded 

apartment. 
\ 

Commodious means .................. 
a) small b) different c) spacious 



9. Rather than carefully planning, the speaker relied on improvising the 

speech as he addressed the audience. 

Improvising means .................. 
a) joking b) making up c) planning 

lo. Why did you spend such an inordinate amount of time on the first 

question? Ten minutes would have been more reasonable. 

Inordinate means .................. 

a) tiny b) difficult c) excessive 

/ 

I liked to medle him by telling everyone about the time he was 

thrown out of class and about the awful name we gave him. 

rind3:1ufi&rlduii 'I#fidioiuiafi?iu~uiu1164 d e  'Iflu~d~o~l/?odlu ' 
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'Needle' means kms or irritate. 



The remuneration for many jobs can vary greatly. For example, one can earn 

the minimum wage at the Pizza Pub, $5.50 an hour at a department store, or $4.60 

an hour at the Bargain Toy Store. 

Questions 

1. What signal indicates that s a listing of examples that describes 

2. What are the three illustrations of "remuneration"? 
/ 

3. What is the meaning of "remuneration"? 

" 4  0 4  nifimu"$umo.r iauiimouuon 1 nirmon~iiid6nnuiiordslaotji~n"~o "For example" 



Each sentence contains exmple of the underlined word. Circle the example 

clues and write the meaning of the, word on the line. 

1. After the tornado. there was devastation everywhere. Houses were 

destroyed. roads were cracked, and cars were wrecked. 

..................................................... 'Devastation' means 

2. I can trace'my ancestry through my parents, grandparents, and even 

to my great-grandparents. 

'Ancestry' means ..................................................... 
3. I am puzzled by your class work. You do well on the home assignments, 

1 

yet you have failed most of the quizzes. At times your attendance is 

perfect, but occasionally you miss an entire week. Your erratic 

behavior indicates an need for counseling. 

'Erratic' means ..................................................... 
4. At the acme of her athletic career, she established new world records, 

was chosen for the Olympic team, and was elected president of the 

runners association. 

..................................................... 'Acme' .means 

5. During the electrical blackout, the neighborhood was in a shambles. 

People stole from unprotected stores, traffic was backed up for miles 

and many were trapped in elevators for hours. 

..................................................... 'Shambles' meanq 



6. The strong wind is decre force, the heavy snow is moving 

away from the city, and the gray skies are turning blue again. I can't I 

excellent manners, and his appreciation of the arts. 

believe that the storm is finally waning. 

'Waning' means .......................... ........................... 
7. Excessive lateness and absence are infractions of the attendance rules. 

'Infractions' means .......: ............................................. 

8. The child's fine breeding was apparent in his perfect speech, his 

'Breeding' means ..................................................... I 

\ 

9. In your term paper, you've stated the same idea three times and have 

used several adjectives repeatedly. You should -be aware that your 

writing is often redundant. 

..................................................... 'Redundant' means I 
10. In our government, the hierarchy of power starts with the President, 

proceeds to the Vice President, and moves down to the Speaker of 

the House. 

6 -  Hierarchy' means ..................................................... 
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A Character Who Conquered 

1 
I 

Life is not always easy. Somktimes, it presents serious problems and 

handicaps that can cause the average person to throw up his or her hands in 

despair. At such times, it might be wise to consider the example of Helen 

Keller. 

She was a woman of great strength and courage who refused to give in 

to defeat but, instead, battled to overcome her misfortunes. Befom Wlen 

Keller was even two, she was h a d y  blind and deaf. At fmt, her parents ' 

took pity on her condition and decided to let her grow up untutored and 

undisciplined. Soon, however, *they realized that their "kindness" was hurting 

rather than helping her. As a result, they hired a teacher, Anne Sullivan, who 

managed, after great effort and patience, to teach Helen the meaning and 
I 

I 

value of words. 

Over the years, Miss Sullivan came to recognize that Helen was a 

willing and apt pupil. Long starved for knowledge, Helen consumed her 

lessons eagerly. She quickly learned to communicate through sign language 

and later became adept at nzading, writing, and typing in Braille. Although g 
i 

deafkss made it impossible for Helen to hear herself, she was determined to 
1 

communicate, not just with signs, but with her own vocal cords. It took four 
I 
i 

y m  of tedious struggle but finally she accomplished her goal. i 



Eventually, Helen ~ e l l e  ling and went on to 

college. In 1904, she had the distinction of graauating fiom Radcliff with 

honors. Helen Keller's story is a stirring tribiJ& to the human spirit which 

struggles against adversity. 

I 1. According to the author, how might the average person react to life's 

problems and handicaps? 

2. What two traits does the author cite as Helen Keller's outstanding 1 
characteristic? 

3. What two afflictions did Helen Keller suffer? I 



4. Why wasn't Helen taught at first? 

.......................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................... 
5. Who was Anne Sullivan? 

........................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................... 
6. Why did Helen consume her lessons so.eagerly? 

.......................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................... 

................................... : ....................... ................................................................ 
7. What two adjectives are used to describe Helen as a pupil? 

.......................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................... , 

8. How was Helen determined to 'communicate? 

.......................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................... 
9. What distinction did Helen attain in 1904? 

.......................................................................................................................... 
\ .......................................................................................................................... 

........................................................................................................................... 
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lo. According to the author, r's story a tribute? 

11. Based on her accomplishments, how would you characterize 1 
Helen Keller in your own words? I 
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. . 
1. Consider the context of each underlined word and use it m two .ways: t~ 

eliminate incorrect choices a d  to determine the correct answer. Do not use e 

1 .  Alex pilfered money, and goods from his company for several years 

before the losses were discovered. 

In this sentence, 'pilfered' is *a(an) 

It means 
, 

a) thieve a b) taking from 

c) stole d) is anrested 

2. The main mncours% of the shopping center contained walks, 

fountains, benches, and trees. 
I 

In this sentence 'concome' is a(an) 

It means 

a) open area b) was meeting 

c) plazas d) filled 

3. The crvotic message ma& the agents wonder whether or not their i 

code had been revealed. 

In this sentence, 'cryptic' is a(an) 

It means 

a) hiding ,, b) mysteries 

c) vaguely d) mysterious , 



4. Dr. Holmes tried to Marcia's fear by explaining the 

operation to her. 

In this sentence, 'alleviate' is a(m) 

It means 

a) easing 

c) brightens d) increasing 

5. I'm sure you can succinctl~ explain your project before you make 

the full presentation next week: - 
In this sentence, 'Succinctly' is a(m) 

It means 

a) thorough b) little 

c) briefly d) shortening 
. i 

6. The boys quickly hid the &under the seats of the car. 

In this sentence, "stud' is a(m)* 

It means . 

a) items b) selling 

c) completely d) firmly 

2. Read the f o l l o w ~ n c e s  and defim&.the u n d e W  words. 

1. Her writing was h b u d  with creativity but totally lacked precision. 

Imbued mean 

2. There is still controversy over the exact boundaries of the parcel of 

land, but them is total agreement over the size of the property. 

Controversy means 



3. Most businessmen wear gonv- suits, but a few wear . 

nonconformist jeans and sweaters. 

Conventional means 
: r  > 

4. The members of our discussion group come from & l i .  
r i. 

backgrounds, but the members of ow mligion class have similar 

backgrounds. 

Diverse means 

5. ,When the= is ice on the ground, it is more difficult to drive on an 

inclined road than on a flat one 

~nclined means 

6. The arbiter in the second murder trial was the same judge as in the 

first trial. 

Arbite means 

7. The disparity between the estimate and the actual 

bill was over $200. This difference amazed the home owner. 

Disparity means 

8. If you understand the gist of the story, you should be able to tell j 
I . '  

me the main idea. 
, . Gist means 

i 1 9. Monthly -men& in your sa@y will &in next year. The 1 
1 i 
; 
% increases will continue for three years. i 

! 

I hcmments means 1 I 
10. Drunk drivers are a menace because they are a h a t  to the safety 

of other drivers. Menace means 


