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wemdeauaelliiliidnle ua:ﬁ'ﬁﬁﬁ"iﬁa’mmﬁdmt'i‘luu'nmmﬂs:mvﬂﬂ '
1.v Caution: |
When the engine is running, keep"pands, clothing, and tools away from
the moving fan and engine drive belts. (Removing rings, watches, and ties
is advisable.) | | |
Right after driving, the engine, radiator and exhaust manifold will ‘be hot,
so be careful not to touch them. Oiil'\"‘a‘nd fluid may also be hot. Do not
smoke, cause sparks or allow open flames around fuel 6r battery.

The fumes are flammable.’
ADU IWUUMAIUUTZIIN oo eeeseesseseesesesens

2. Today, supermakets are found in almost every large city in the world.
But the first supermarket was opened only fifty years ago. It was opened
in New York by a man named Michael Cullen.

A supermarket is different from ’other types of stores in several ways.
In supermarkets, goods are placed on open shelves. The customers choose |
what they want and take them to the check-out customer. This means that

fewer employers are required than in other stores. 1

ey

ABU IWULMANUUTEINN e eeemeesseesbseasseees

ol

"Toyota Corollé, Owner’s Manual (Japan : Toyota Motor Corporation, 1993), 168. 1
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3. He owns a kilt and talks,v'fondly of Scotland. “Both my parents were
doctors when I was growing up,” said Mechai Viravaidya. “My ,mother,»‘_
Ella, was Scottiéh and my father, Samak, was Thai. H

“They were both doctots, and there used to bé a lot 6f inoculations
during my younger days. Thﬁy whuld hurt, so I would charge my parents
for hurting me every time they gave me an injection.”

“] used to charge my father Bt100 and my mother Bt150, as‘ she was
more gentle with m’e.’Cometo think of it, I shouid have bveer‘l‘a busincssrhah,”
he chuckled. | |

Mechai was the éecond among ‘four siblings and dest:ribed his family as

an independent one.’

Aol Lﬂuunmmﬂszmﬁ . . ' iveecncerancenes

4. When did the first Black people g0 to America?

You have probably heard people say that the only true Amerlcans were
the Indians, or Native Amencarts_.‘ Everyone else has ancestors who went
there from some other chuntries |

Black Americans, too, onglnally went there from other countries. But
what most people do not know is that the first Blacks went to America as

explorers!

““Mother’s Words Spark a Career,” Natiom Junior Magaziné. 1-15 December 1992, 17. J
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They came with the Spanish, the French, and the Portuguese, who went
there on voyages of discovery. | |

There were Black soldiers with Baﬁaoa Qhen he discovered the Pacific
Ocean, and with Cortez when he exploréd Mexico.

Africans went to Ndrth and Centfaf Americga wifh the Spanish, French,
and Portuguese explorers. | |

They went into New Maxicd, Ariioné, and the Mississippi Valley.
It was a Black man who showed the Natﬂi\)e*Axﬁericans how to grow wheat.

Later on, Black people went to the New World in a very different way.
They were brought there from Africa as sl;vés.

In 1619, a Dutch vessel brought 20 Africans to Jamestown, Virginia. They were
sold by their captain for provisions he needed.

At the time, ’many white people went to America to work as indentured
servants. This meant that they sold their labour for a certain length of time.

When white indentured servants stopped édming from Europe, Black slaves
were brought into colonies. |

This started in 1688. By 1715 there were over 58,000 Black slaves there.
By 1775, the number had grown to over 500,000. | |

In 1807, at' the réquest of President Thomas Jefferson, Congress voted that
.no more slaves should be brought into the Léounfry.

Many were brought in against the law. By 1860, the Black population in

the United States was about 44,400,000.




The following year, the Civil War broke out and President Abraham Lincoln

finally made slavery illegal in the United States.”

aou Wuumananszim

5. HONG KONG

Distance from airpori to town centre: 7 Kilometres (4.5 miles)

Average tempefature :kMar'ch’—May 20 C, June-September 25 C, December-
February 15 C. , | | - , o
Clothving : Light clothing, with lightWeight suitings between May and November,
and light woolen clothes with medium suitihgs between December and May. |
Duty-free allowance : Liquor-1 quart bottle, ‘cigar-l/z 1b. or cigAarettes—zoov
or other tobacco-1/2 Ib., and pérsonal effects such as clothing, ’J’ewellery,
toiletries, cameras, etc.

Tipping : Tipping is a general practice here. The usual amoﬁnt is about 10% or
15% of the bill. Tips are also expécted on top of the 10% service charge included
in the bills of most hotels and rc;staurants. |

Shopping hints and souvenirs : Best buys are watches, canieras, typeWritcrs,j'
binoculars, record players, transitor radios, iifory chess sets, lacquer goods, wigs, 1
diamonds, jewellery, silk blouses, kfbumiture. Shopping hours are 9 a.m.-9 pm

daily.

““When did the First Black People Go ta America?” Student Weekly, 17 May 1993, 3




Food : Some popular Chinese dishes are Mongolian Hot pot, Shanghainese
Cuisine, Century-old eggs, Peking Duck, Yum Cha or Dim Sum, and
Sharks’fin. -

What to see : New Territories, Victpria Park, Aberdeen, Tiger Balm Gardens,
Fung Ping Shan Museum. |

Tours : Nurherous sightseeing tours of Hong Kong, Kowloon and the New
Territories are available as well as boat tqﬁrs of the harbour and Outer Islands.
There is a regular ferry service to the pictll‘lje;:'sque Portuguese proyince of Macau
and its gambling casinos. There is no air service to Macau. The Hong Kong Tourist
Association Information Centre is at Star Fcrry Teminal, Connought Road, and the

Kowloon Information Centre is at Star Ferry Concourse.’

ABY TULNANIUUIZION oo eeeseressscenennaaaons —

‘J.C. Richards, Break Through I (Oxford: Oxford University, 1984), 56
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When You Apply for a Job

A. Words You may not Know

vacancy (n) , = an unfilled position in a company
executive job placement = a company that finds people for
agemy (n) éxccutivc position

resurne (n) ‘= a summary of onc's self; an abstract
fee (n) | = moncy paid for a service

letter of recommendation (n) =,Vlctter written to praise someone as

being good for a job
references (n) . . = pieces of written information about
someone's character, ability
personel (n) |  =the department in a company that
deals with all the people in the
company. This department takes
care of the people's complaints and

_ problems and sometimes is in charge

of hiring new people.
impression (n) = idea of feeling
format (n) = the general plan or aﬂangemem of
| something
erasure (n) = a place on a piece of paper where
the writing has been erased
recruitier (n) | = a person who finds people for jobs

EN 306 225



| interviewee (n) = a person going for an interview,
the person giving the interview is

called "interviewer."

Where do you find out about job vacancies? Look in the newspaper. For |
 example, in The Nation, the Gold Pages has a Job Opportunities scction where
positions available in various companies are listed. The Job Bazaar is another
important place for people looking for jobs. In addition, don't forgﬁt that you can
apply for a job at any time at large companies.

If you are aiming for a management position, you can apply at executive job
placement agencies. You can find a list of them in the Yellow Pages of the
tciéphone book. These agencies are hired by a company to find a person to fill a
vacancy for an executive position. If you keep your qualifications and resume
on file with the égcncy, you will not be charged a fee for thc placement service.

If you apply at a company by yourself, make sure that you bring along your
documents, certificates, letters of recommendation, references and photos. Your
photos, by the way, should not be more than a year old. |

Most large companies wii_l ask you to fill out an application form when you
first apply. Before you begin writing, ask which language you should use on the
form; don't assume that sincé the company is in Thailand, the form should be
filled out in Thai. | i |

This application form will be the first thing the personel officer (or the
- person involved in the hmng) will see. If you fill out the form incompletely or
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messily, you will give the officer\a bad impression about you. You should also
be as accurate and truthful as 'yoln can. |

If you apply to a eompany by letter,you should follow the format that most
‘companies expect. The letter comes ir"ll two parts: an introductory letter and a
resume (or curriculum vitae, as it is often called) The introductory letter should
be well-wntten, with correct grammar and spellmg and no erasures. Tell as
much about yourself as poss1ble your petsonal goals expenemes, specnal talents
and why this position interests you.

The resume gives your name, address (and telephone number, if possnble) on
the upper left-hand side of the paper It also gnves your age, education, and then
quahficatlons

List the job posmons you have held—-thc last position first--and be sure to
include your title, ‘name of employer address length of time you have worked
there and a descnptlon of your duties.

The letter and the resume should be typed (if possible) on plain, white, and
unlined paper. . |

When you go for an interviewl, don't forget that hew yoln present yourself to
a future employer or job pl_aoelnent recrllitel' is very important. Look smart;
look clean, neat and tidy. You don't have to be expensively dressed—you just
l};ve to look as if you know what you are doing. \

One point many job interviewees forget is that they should study ithe
company in which they hope to work. You don't need to know every little detail
about the company, but you should know the type of product or service the

“'EN 306 - | 227



company offers, the name of the president or gencral manager, and the location
of the head office. | | | |

If you're applying for a specific position, you should be avqare of some other
details too. For example, if you want to be a salesperson, you should have an
idea of who the company's competitors are. o B

Above all, when you go for that interview, you must show sclf-confident. A
neat appearance and a little knowledge about the company Wlll help you. And
never stop thinking, "I am good enough for a position in this company.".

B. Enints_m_nmgmlm
"as if" is a conjunction to show the unreal meaning in adverb clause of
marnner, e.g. . |
1. Present + as if + past tense (past subjunctive) showing the
unreal condition at present.
She sings as if she were a singer. |
You just have to look as if you knew what you are doing.
2. Past + as if + past perfect showing the unreal condition in the past.
He treated me s if he had seen a ghost. |
Helmksdasifh}c'had_&na«ghost,,” '

“When you apply for a job,” The Nation Review, 19 September 1984, 1.
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A) Answer the folloWing questions.

1. How do you find out about job vacancies?

..................................................................................................................................

2. If you apply for a job by yourself, what will a company ask you to

do first?

.................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................

3. What are the two parts of the letter of application you have to send
to a company?

.................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................

5. If you are applying for the position of salesperson (in a company),
what should you know before' you go for the interview?

.................................................................................................................................

_ you can.

.................................................................................................................................

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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B) Discussion Questions.
1. Give your own idea why some application forms can’t be filled out

in Thai, though the company is in Thailand?

L Y YT PR YY)

2. Discuss “The Job Bazaar” on the following points:

2.1 What is it? wovveeeeeesiomieen

.....................................................................

2.2  How useful i8S it? ......ccoevrimrcrreerrcecrcrnicnccicenenes eerteneneneteensannenanens

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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FORGOTTEN ISLAND
Many people miss Flores
one of Indonesia's most benuﬂful islands

Words You may not Know

ravine (n) = a long deep hollow in the earth's surface

traverse (V) = pass across or through

breathtaking (adv) = very excitedly

majestic (adj) = having dignity and nobility

shroud (v) | = cover; enfold; hidé

lush (adj) = fresh and green

banyan (n) = an East Indian big tree from whose branches
grow shoots 4 |

scuba () . = equipment worn by divers or breathing under
water |

snorkel (n) = a breathing tube extending above the surface
of the water |

coral (n) = a hard, stony substance like limestone built

up by small creatures in the sea

repute (v) = consider; generally suppose or regard
backpackers (n) = campers or hikers wearing a backpack
predicament (n) = perplexing situation; unpleasant condition
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«.yirtually (adv) = practically in effect =

intervals (n) = a period of time betweeﬁ two cvents

- bumpy (adj) = having a constant up and down motion
winding (adj) = that winds or turns /
spectacular (adj) = unusual to A striking degree
encounter (V) = meet face to face; méct uncxpectcdly
tribesman (n) = a member of a tribe

One link in the chain of Indonesia islands that stretch east of Bali towards
Timor and Australia is Flores, a beautiful but forgotten land that few travellers
visit. Most people seem to circle Flores, stopfing instead at Bali, Kalimantan
and Timor. Flores is so often simply passed by. |
| Not many people even know the island exists until they really study ‘the map
of Indonesia. It has a most un-Indonesian name, c;nc given to it by the 16th
Century Portugese explorer, S.M. Cabot. After encountering stretches of flowers
alohg the coast, he called it Flores, which means "flowers.” Ironically, there are
few flowers on Flores except in the junglcs. Sailors have always called Flores
stone island because of the stony mountains, deep ravines and frequent
landslides. - |

In the region called Nusatenggara, itself a little-known and traversed place
(at least compare to Bali), Flores is one of Indonesia's most breathtakingly
beautiful islands. The majestic mountains, blue in the distance with peaks
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shrouded in mist, shelter deep green valleys and lush tropical jungle thick with

bamboo and spreading banyan trees.

Flores has two types of travellers. Oncoomes to scuba djve and snorkel in
the clear coral waters off the western coast, réeputed to be among the best in the
world for the kind of sport. The other u'avelbr‘—is the young western backpacker

who wants to climb to the summit to see the volcano on Mount Kelimutu.

Part ]
How To Get There

Getting to Flores can be a bit of a problem, especially if you have never
heard of the island and are not sure where to start. You will find mﬁny travel
agents in a similar predicament to yourself. Try a map first, or a travel agent
who specializes in arranging trips to Indonesia.

The best way is to fly to Denpasar, in Bali, from where there are flights to
some éf ‘the main towns in Flores, such as Maumere, Ende, Ruteng,
Labuhanbajo and Kupang, which is on the island of Timor. There are also
flights from Kupang to various towns in Flores.

It is virtually impossible to confirm a ticket from - Denpasar to
Maumere, unless you book months in advance. Even then, who knows. You
will almost certainly be told the flight is fully booked. Agents say they never

get prompt replies to their telexes.
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" 1t's better to go to Denpasar and simply take your chance. Most of the time | |
you may find that the flight you were told was; fully booked is half-empty.

You can also reach Flores by boat from Sape, on Sumbawa.' Ferries usually
dock at Labuhanbajo, on the western tip of Flores, after also making a stop at the
island of Komodeo. There are also cargo" ships that stop at this port at regular
intervals, plus Reo, Borong, Ende and Maumere. |

One of the best way to see Flores is by road, although it must be pointed out
that the mountain roads are in truly bad shape. This makes travel slow, bumpy,
| winding and dangerous in bad weather. There are 100-foot drops off narrow
roads and you can often find yourself worrying about whether the drivér is tired
and whether the bridges will hold the weight of the vehicle. |

However, the driver afford spectaculaf views of the countryside. You will
also encounter hill tribesmen on the way to market and you can stop at small

villages that you would otherwise miss if you were flying.

a L= d'
T NMANITUMIISUN 3

Answer the following questions.

1. Why is Flores called “Forgotten Island”?
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3. Name two kinds of travellers. Why do they visit Flores? |

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

4. Why did the author say that getting to Flores can be a bit of problem?
Explain. '

............................................................................................
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Part 11
Where To Stay

Words You may l;ot Know
budget (n) = the amount of momy; a plan adjusting expenses
pit = an enclosed atea, the worst place
establishment (n) = a thing established

off-peak season (n) = out of season; a period of time with few tourists

chaletlike (n) = any house or cottage in the chalet style
stilt (n) = a long post used to hold a building
decent (adj) = rcasonably good, adequate
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whip up (v) ~ =to rbuse; excite
testimony (n) = any form of evidence, indication

accommodation (n) = lodgings; room and beard

locals (n) = people in the district

tariff (n) ’ = any list or scale of prices

opt for (v) = to make a choice

picturesque (adj) = having a wild or natural beauty

primitive (adj) = belonging to the earliest time; old-fashioned

Where you stay really depeﬁds on what sort of traveller you are and the
value of your budget. But one thing is certain--you do not really have a big
choice. It is choice between the pits or something less than a tree-star hotel.

There are no five-star establishments. The best hotel in Maumere is the Sea
World Club, which charges less than you would expect to pay in major Asian
cities, but at US$50 is nontheless expensive by standard in Flores. This is the
hotel at which scuba divers stay when they arrive in' summer. If you travel
during the oﬁ’-peak season, you may find you are the only person staying there.

It is a beautiful development: chaletlike bungalows on stilts set amid
junglelike area where, at night, you can hear the call of birds and animals. There
is also a swimming pool and a western-style restaurant where you can get a

decent cup of coffee and food other than the heavy coconutlaced padang variety -
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and which you are bound to tire of after a few days. When there are a»few
guésts, the cook might even whip up something you fancy.

However, don't expect five-star comforts. There is no running water until
you ask for it to be turned on. Thcre is hot water tap, but no hot water. If you
ask for hot water, it comes in buckets. You may even have to share the
bathroom with a couple of spiders or beetles, but the bed sheets are clean--
testimony to the hotel's general cleanliness.

Elsewhere, you take big chances on accommodation, what the locals consider
a good, clean hotel leaves a lot to be desired by most standards. Downmarket a -
bit, there arc hotels with tariffs in the region of $10 or $15, and some that have
an even cheaper rate. ‘ ‘

Sorﬁe backpackers opt for the "hoinestays" which can be found along thc
road to Kelimutu volcano. Most of them are in Monl, a small, picturesque
farming town. The home-stays are reasonably clean but primitive.
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fonssumsiSoui 4
Read the following statements and,_fwﬁfe T (for true) or F (false) in front
of each item, according to the passage you read.
............ 1. Tourists have many choices to‘choose where to stay on Flores.
............ 2. The quality of hotels you choose to stay depends on the amount of
money you have. |
............ 3. You may choose from the pits to the ﬁve—staf hotels. -
............ 4. Sea World Club is a five-star hotel in Maumere. |
........ .... 5. In major Asian cities, the hotel rate is less ex‘pgnsive than in Maumere.
............ 6. Off-peak season is the time you will see many tourists. =’
............ 7. The hotel at which scuba divers stay is the Sea World Club.
............ 8. If you have US$50, you can stay in the Sea World Club.

............ 9. Scuba divers usually come to Flores in summer.

......... . 10. Off-peak season is the summer time.

Part 111

Words You may not Know ( Food & Facts)

hovel (n) ' = any small dwelling ; hut
tough (adj) = rough; aggressive; bad
formica (n) = heat-resistant plastic used for table tops
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/

dinei'(n) = a small restaurant; a person who eats

stocky (adj) = heavily built; having a strong, often thick stem

legion (n) . = a large group of people |

scowl (v) = look in a bad-tcmpemd way

clanv‘(n) = a family; a group of peoplé

Wake—upcall(n) = a service to wake somebody up

stash (V) = to put or hide away (a plce for hiding)

craggy (adj) = steep and rugged . |

pouch (n) =asmallbagorsackfastemdtothcbelt;apume
FOOD

Omofﬂ:emah;pfdbl::msonﬂotesisﬁndingadwemplmetoeat.‘m
'waterisundrinkable,andﬂwfoodinthemarketsistoosuspecttou'y. Many
small eating places are little-more than hovels, often crowded with tough types
who look as if they arc waiting for some action. It's wise to stick to the better
places . . . if you can find them. Everyone—the taxi driver, the hotel people, the
guide book--said the Surya Indian was the best restaurant in town.

Right in the heart of Maumere, this restaurant sells lndomsiapamfooct
Infact,ﬂleteatetwomstauratusbyﬂwsmnc‘nimcalongﬂxesmesuect The
first is apparently so successful that the other opens. The first looks better than
the second, with new, white plastic chairs (almost fashionable). The second is
up-market restaurant. It resembles a small canteen, with formica tabletops, steel
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chairs with red plastic seats, ﬂom’cscpnt lights and folded green and pink table
napkins. But it looks clean.

There are a handful of other diners, mostly local men. The food is displayed
in the window and the diner selects hlsmer dish. The service is fast and the food
arrives piled high on onc arm of a cheerful yet rather curious waiter. The order
includes beef rendang, squid curry, barbecued chicken, fried green vegetables
and white rice.

It is said that the avocado, while not having the same taste as those sold in

the supermarkets of Asia, is quite nice. -

FACTS _

In the 14th Century, Flores was part of the mighty Majapahit Empire. The
Portugese came in the 16th Century on their way to the Spice Islands. Later,
Gowanese Muslim, from Celebes, invaded the island and, in the 19th Century,
the Dutch colonialists arrived. It was only in 1936 that civil rule was
established. |

The people on Flores are a real mix. Many look almost Papuan with thick
curly, brownish hair, dark brown skin, flat wide noses and stocky bodies. In the
west of the island, they are more of Malay-Indonesian stock, while those in the

east, where the Portugese influence is strong, reflect some Portugese features.
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Don't show an lntemt in anything unless you really intend to buy. . A
mere question might find you surrounded by legions of people waiting to offer
other services. And you will find it hard to say “no.’ »

Do not drink the local water, . Stick to bottled - drinks or water. And
choose the best hotel at which to sleep and the best restaurant at which to eat.
Ask the bemo drivers. You won't be taken to the maharajah's palace, but a
clean place that isn't too expensive. |

The hill tribes, which exist mostly by farming, fishing and hunting, generally
practice slash and bumn agriculture and the harvest is never enough to last the
whole year. . _ ‘

These hill people can be defensively hostile. They do not smile a lot. While
some love to have their pictures taken, others scowl. A 1,000 rupiah note .
usually works wonders. |

The people of Flores are often said to fight among themselves. However,
the crime rate in the towns is low. Stealing, in particular, is almost non-existent
because if a thief is caught, the whole tribe, clan or town will come after not
only him, but his family. o

The only semi-modern hotel in Flores, the Sea World Club, is off the -
western coast and it appears to be slight geared ui) to foreign visitors. But, even
~ here, there are no phones, no hot water, no wake-up calls. .

Take lots of rupiahs. There are few banké to change money, even in the
towns, and most places will not accept credit cards. Those that agree only
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accept a limited amount. If you plan to buy antique ikats you need cash and a
big wallet to stash bulky rupiahs.

Forget about fashionable heels, Wear sneakers or good climbing shoes,
and lighweight clothes because of the intense and humid conditions. You need a
jacket when the temperature drops in the hills. Even if ydu travel by jeep, you
may have to scale a few small craggy surface to enter mountain villages. It is

best to keep your money in pouches..

a 4 d'
NIANITFUNIIIUUN 5

Discussion Questions.

1. What would you suggest to your friends about food and water when

they are staying at Flores?

P T L L L T T T T T T T T T T T T P P YT TR YR TS

.................................................................................................................................

"Ann Peter, “Fogotten Island,” Asis Magazine, 8-10 March 1991, 31-39
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2. Aécording to fhe facts, hdw could you prevent yourself from being
unintentiona\lly surrounded by local people while you were looking at.
local products?

..................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................

D T T T T L L Ty R Y P P P T Y P PP PN

..................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................

5. Concerning the weather there, should you bring an overcoat with you?

Explain.
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What is a "ture American"? A "true Canadian"? In what way, exactly, are they
different? What are some typical U.S.and Canadian customs? These questions are
difficult to answer because both Canada and the United States are very big, the
second and third-largest countries in the world. Both have many different
regions and citizens who come from varied backgrounds, as can be seen by
looking at the names in any telephone directory. In this chapter we will discuss
some common American customs and attitudes, examine one Canadian's view of
the differences between his countrymen and their American neighbors to the
south, and look at one view of New York City.
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Customs Vary with Cultures

The following selection is chapter taken from a book called Living in the U.S.A. 7
by Alison Raymond Lanier, author and lecturer on social change and behavior. !
Judging from the book and chapter titles, what purpose do you think the author EZ?

had in writing this book? For what audience do you think she wrote it? When,
you think of the word customs, whatv comes to your nﬁnd? Have you encountered
some American customs that have surprised you? Perhaps you will find an
explanation for them in this selection. “ :
Customs Vary with Cultures
Many American customs will surprise yo\u; the same thing happens to. us
when we visit another cbuntxy. People living in varied cultures handle many
small daily things differenﬂy. What a dull world it would be if this were not
true! i’
5 Some differences are minor, and one soon becomes accustomed to them.
At first, for example, some foreign women may be startled at having their
hair cut and styled by men. Visitors may be amazed to sce men wearing
wigs. People may find the transitory quality of much American life odd--the
fact, for exathple, that one can rent art by the week or the entire fumishings

10 of an apartment, from sofa and beds to the last spoon, on less than eigﬁt :
" hours' notice. "Packaged" living is part of today's American scene. :
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The constant restless motion of Américans ‘may be startmg at
first. People in the flat Middle West think nothing of driving seventy-
‘ ﬁvetoahundredmilesjusttohavedinnerwithaﬁ'ietid;theygotoa |
15  far-off city for an evening of théater or music or even a movie.
Countless young people select a college thousands of mllesaway from
families "just to see another part of the country.” Barely in their teens,
they go off in droves to see what lics beyond.

Our Lack of Knowledge About Other Lands

20 You may come upon Americans who lack knowledge about your
country. If so, be patient with them. Unfortunately, we do not teach
enough about other cultures, wm, or even geogfaphy in our schools |

we have always been so inmlatcd:by occans that we are not rcadﬂy
exposed to different cultures and other ways of doing things. If

25’ Americans crudely try to help you with something that has long been
totally familiar‘ to you, if they coq;;ﬁgnt on your good English when

you have spoken it all your life, xf thcy: confuse ybur country with
another thousands of miles away, bepatlent. This huge continent has

~ been developed from virgin land into the modern dynamo that it is
30  now in a remarkably short time — about three hundred years. We have
| been absorbed with our own growth, with road building, city building,

ree education formillions of children, the assimilation of countless
strangers; with the inventions, discoveries, and'developmcnts that our
science and technology have contributed to the world. Our mcntion’
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35  has been inward, not global, through most of these three hundred years.
' A"world"sensec has come to the United States only ‘sinoe the end of
World Warll. Regrettably, most of us are still quite unfamiliar and
uninformed in regard to other lands.

NINTTHMTIIEUN 6

A) Tell which of the following statements about Americans are true and

which are false. Correct the false statements to make them true.

1. Americans often drive long distance to go to a play or a movie.

2. Americans fréquently send their children to colleges far away from home.
‘3. Americans can rent some paintings and furniture to decorate their houses.
| 4. Americans, especially rﬁen, sometimes work as a hairdresser.

5. Americans study much about geography and other cultures in high school.

1
i

B),Angx&t_thc_mum.
1. What does "the last spoon” mean?

2. How is "packaged living” in America?
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3. What does "American scene” mean?

Doing Your Own Thing
40 Because our people have come from so many nationalities, there
is a far wider range of what is "acceptable” than in some countries
where the inhabitants have grown up with a common heritage. As a
result, no one needs to feel uncomfortable in following hls or her
customs. Although Americans arc mot noticeably informal, if you
45  prefer somewhat great formality, feel free to act in your own way; This
will be acceptéble to those around you. As the young say, each
person can "do his own thing" and be respected here to a very large

extent.

Personal Questions
50 Conversational questions may seem to you both too personal and
too numerous—-especially when you first arﬁve. "Where do you
work?" "Are you married?" "How many children do you have?" "Have |
you taken youF vacation yet are not personal questions by American
standards. They are a seanch for common ground on which to build a
55 relationship or basc a conversation. Understand that such questions
are meant to be friendly; the questioner is interested in yoh; he or she
is not prying or being impertinent, or at least not deliberately so.
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If you are asked questions that scem to you to be too personal,
you need not answer them. You can simply smile or say pleasantly
that ‘you "do not know" or "In my country that would be a funny
qﬁestion,-" or turn the questions gently aside by some comment such as
"Isn't it interesting to sece how different nationalities begin a
‘conversation?” or something similar. If you do that, follow it quickly
with another topic, ormakesomccoxmncmofymn'ownonvmatlons
in customs, or lead the conversation off in some other direction. The

American will not be offended, but he or she will get the point.

3. What does the passage tell you to do when you are asked personal

a -~ =
NINITINNIMIIUN 7

Answer the following questions. -

1. Do Americans have a strorig common heritage? Why or why not?

sesenseecseeseecesiectttacanesseststasnenesneensessettiiacescesestessisettecnencetenstiecastenedesncersisersesenainrsststsssnsao

eessssssssescsncssscssreresse seen . L L T P T N P Py R PP P PP P PP YT

...................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................

questions?

..................................................................................................................................
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Meeting People
The whole matter of names is a "culture shock” to many
people. Americans have a minimum feeling for "rank,” especially
socially., Most do not themselves enjoy being treated with special
respect for age or position; it makes them unoo:hfortable. Many
Americans find even the tcrms "Mr.,” "Mrs.," or "Ms." stiff and
formal. You hear people well beyond middle age say--even to
quite young péople—-"]ust call me Sally (or Henry or Don)."
Being on first-name terms is taken as a sign of acceptance and
fnendlmcss However, this need not bother you. |
If you are not comfortable in following the boss's immediate
request to "Call me Andrew,” it is quite all right. Just smile and

say "After a while perhaps, but thank you anyway" (meaning, for

 feeling that freindly!).

What we do use, however, are occupational titles. These

are considered to be different, denoting a recognition that has been
earned_, not merely inherited. Occupations that most frequently
carry titles include: diplomats, members of the Senate (or certain
other top government posts), judges of the courts, military officers
above a certain rank, medical doctors, ranking professors, priests,
rabbis, and some Protestant clergy. Example would be Ambassador
Jones, Senator Smith, Governor Rockefeller, Judge Harley, General
Clark, Doctor Brown (medical), Doctor Green Ph.D.), Father
White, Rabbi Cohen, Doctor (Bishop, Reverend) Gray.
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Blunt Speech
Because we Americans come from varied backgrounds,
many of us lack full social graces and have remarkably small
vocabularies. Don't think we are being rude if we tend to speak in
95 monosyllables or answer with a mere "OK.,” "Sure,” or "Nope,” or
greet you with "Hi." Our brevity is not a personal insult, though to
those accustomed to gracious phrases we are (and will scem) blunt.
How much more courteous it is to use the Japanese phrase "Ossore
irima\shita"—"l am overpowered with admiration"—in a shop, for
100 example, than just to say "Too expensive" and turn away. Both
makeitclearthatsimetheﬁﬁceistoohighthespeak:risnot ‘
going to buy, but the Japanese way is undoubtedly more gracious!
Silence | |
Many Americans find silence uncomfortable. They will
105 babble on to fill any quietness if it extends for morc than a
moment. Students often study with their radios blaring; housewives
leave televisions on for the "companionship” or sound even though
thcymaybeworkiﬁg in some other room. If you are silent for
long periods, they will do their best to "draw you out” or will ask
llQ if you feel all right or if there is anything they can do to help you.
Onc aspect of silence can be confusing, however; if Americans
disagree with what you are saying, many of them will remain
quict. This may not indicate agreement; often it only means that
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they consider it impolite to argue further.
Alison Raymond Lanier

fonssumsiSouii 8
A. Write T if the following sfatements are true and F if they are false
according to the article. |

........... 1. Americans always call peoi)le with “Mr.,” or “Ms.” infront their
names.

........... 2. Americans often call people by their first names as soon as they
meet.

........... 3. Americans are more informal than people from many other
countries.

........... 4. Americans consider silence an important part of one’s life

B. Discussion Questions

Discuss the following situations about foreign students studying at

American universities. Decide what each student should do .
Situation A

Ratree enters the beauty parlor to get a haircut. A man comes to
wash and cut her hair. This makes her uncomfortable because she prefers
to have a woman fix her hair. She docsn't know if she should be silent,
say something or walk out. |
Situation B

At a lecture, Nita meets the professor she will work with in the
laboratory. He is very friendly and tells her to call him "Bob." She feels
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confused. She doesn't know if he means she should always call him by

_ his first name or only at certain times.
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Meeting People |
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~ Are Men More Creative than Women?

Throughout history it has been men, for the most part, who have
engaged in public life. Men have sought public achievcmem and
recognition, while women have obtained' their main satisfactions by -
bearing and rearing children. In women's cyes, public achicvement makes
a man more atiractive as a marriage partner. But for men the situatioﬁ is
reversed. The more a woman achieves publicly, the less desirable she
secms as a wife. - , |

There are three possible positions one can take about male and |
female creativity. The first is that males are inherently more creative in -
all fields. The second is that if it were not for the greater appeal of
creating and cherishing young human beings, fcrnalcs would be as creative -
as males. If this were the case, then if men weré permitted the enjoyment
women have always had in rearing young children, male Cxﬁativity might
be reduced also. (There is some indication in the United States today that
this is s0) The third possible position is that certain forms of creativity
are more congenial to one sex than to the other and that the great creative
actswill therefore come from only one sex in a given ficld.

Margaret Mead

Selections from Some Personal Views, 1979
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rollowi ons.
1. What connection does Margaret Mead make between marriage

and public achievement? Do you agree?

2. What three possible positions regarding male and female creativity
does Mead suggest? Are there other possible explanations? What

positon do you think is correct? Why?

3. What women can you think of who have been famous for their

creativity?

4. What fields can you think of that are dominated almost completely
by one sex? Can you think of reasons for this?

EN 306

271



5. Do you think it is harder for women to excel in science, business,
art, or politics nowadays, or do they have the same opportunitics as
men? Does this vary from one culture to another? Explain.
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