




the elements that will be discussed in the paragraph.

7 Finally, he should complete the paragraph with

sup&W-t sentences, mjor and minor if they are

necessary, which prove or explain that topic sentence

clearly (1)

In the above paragraph, the writer instructs the reader

how to write a paragraph step-by-step, beginning from the first

step in sentence 2 until the final step in sentence 7. Notice

also that the sentences in the paragraph are arranged in chrono-

logical order, using transition markers that show sequence--

First, Second, Then, At t,his  step, Next and Finally--throughout

the paragraph.

The explanatory process paragraph is a paragraph that

tells the reader how something works, how something happens or

happened or how something is or was done as in the following

paragraph.

' According to Piaget. a Swiss psychologist,

children go through various stages in their cogni-

tive development. 2 The first stage is called the

sensorimetor  peritd  (0 to 2,y7ears).  a During this

time the children's behavior is primarily motor.

4 The second stage is that of preoperational thought

(2 to 7 years).  5 During this stage the child is

(1)  Adapted from Johnston, op. cit., p-29.
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develOping  language and gaining a number of concepts.

8 The next stage is the period of concrete operation

(7 to 11  years). 7 During this period the child is

acquiring the ability to apply logic to concrete

matters. e However, it is not until the last stage,

called the formal stage (11  + onward) that the child

is able to do high level abstract reasoning. (1)

The writer of the above paragraph explains how children

develop their ability to learn. Firstly, he declares the point of

explanation "go through various stages" in sentence 1 which is

the topic sentence. Then he defines different stages in sentences

2, 4, 6 and 6 which are major  support sentences, giving addi-

tional information in sentences 3, 5 and 7 which are minor support

sentences. Thus, the reader can easily understand the process of

learning development of children.

(1) From Rubin,  Dorothy, Writing and Readinf : The Vital Arts,

znd.ed., Macmillan Publishing Co., Inc., New York, 1983,

pp. 229-230.
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2. Organization of prpcess  analysis paragraphs

Process analysis deals with the step-by-step process of

instructing someone how to do something or explaining how to do a

thing or how a thing takes place. The procedure is broken down

into component steps and these steps will be arranged in chrono-

logical order or order of sequence. In this kind of paragraph and

essay, it is especially important to outline a chronological

pattern, including all steps until the procedure is finished. The

pattern of this kind of paragraph or essay, whose purpose is to

instruct, would be like "X is done by Y", or "to make X one

should follow Y." In paragraphs or essays whose purpose is to

explain how a thing occurs or develops, the pattern would be like

"X goes (proceeds, takes place, etc.) through (by,  with etc.) Y".

It is also important that the second person "you" or the third

person, "he, she, one, a student" be used suitably in this kind

of writing. Study the following paragraph.

1
In writing a precis, a student should follow

the following five steps. e First, he should read

slowly the entire selection he intends to summarize,

concentrating his attention on getting at the au-

thor's central idea. 3 He then should read the

selection to pick out the essential points and if

the selection is long he should jot down the points

to be made in successive paragraphs. 4 Either with

or without reference to the notes he has jotted down,
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he should next construct sentences expressing dif-

ferent points concisely but accurately, and group

these sentences into paragraphs representing sec-

tions or large divisions of the whole. 5 He, more-

over, should read the selection a third time, com-

paring it with the summary he has prepared, and make

sure that nothing important has been omitted, nothing

unimportant included, and nothing at all unclearly

expressed. e Finally he should revise or rewrite the

precis to be sure that his summary is complete and

effective. (11

The purpose of the above paragraph is to instruct how to

write a precis or summary. The writer introduces the subject "To

write a precisW and defines the process of writing as "the follow-

ing five stepsV in the first sentence--the topic sentence. The

writer, then explains each step clearly beginning from the first

step in sentence 2 chronologically to the second step in sentence

3 until the last step in sentence 6, all of which arc?  major

support sentences.

The outline of the above paragraph can be drawn in this

(1)  Adapted from D'Angelo,  op.cit., pp. 338-339.
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5. Exercises about process analysis paragraphs

Exercise 1.

Directions: Each of the following topics is suitable for process

analysis paragraph writing. Write effective topic

sentences with these topics in the spaces provided.

The first one is done as an example.

Topic: Fish's breathing system

Topic sentence: Fish breathe in water in the following way.

Topic: How to spend leisure time usefully

Topic sentence:

Topic: Application procedures for admission to RU

Topic kntence:  _

Topic: How to stop smoking

Topic sentence:
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Topic: How to choose a good friend

Topic sentence:

Exercise 2.

Directions: The following sentences are effective topic sentences

for process analysis paragraphs. Each is accompanied

by additional details. Write major  support sentences

for each of them in the spaces provided by using the

additional details given. The first one is done as an

example.

Topic sentence: To write an essay, you should follow the follow-

ing steps.

- 1. choose a suitable topic

Additional 2. write an introductory paragraph with the thesis

Eletails: statement

3. write two or more support paragraphs

- 4. write a conclussion  paragraph
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Outline of paragraph 1.
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