


1. Definition  ati  purposes of analysis by classification

Classification analysis is a process of grouping similar

objects or ideas into classes or categories on the basis of

shared characteristics or of showing how a particular subject

belongs to a group or class because of its characteristics. This

analytical technique is seemingly similar to division analysis,

but it is no% the same. Division analysis is a process of

dividing a single complex thing as a whole into its components;

while classification analysis is a systematic process of grouping

objects or ideas that have similar characteristics into classes,

kinds or types. The principle is that there can be no classifica-

tion if the things to be classified are considered not similar to

each other in some aspects. This mode of analysis can be found in

many kinds of writing and is also used for a variety of purposes:

to inform or instruct and to convince or to persuade. So using

classification as an analytical technique for paragraph and essay

development means that you will show how similar objects or ideas

that are thoeht  of as existing separately are logically classi-

fied into groups or classes as in the following paragraph.

' Any poem can be classified into one of three

main types, according to its content and style: a

lyric poem, a narrative mm,  or a dramatic poem.

2 A lyric poem  expresses the poet's feelings or emo-

tions: that is, his personal reaction to his subject.

a Odes, sonnets, elegies, and hymns are considered
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characteristics; that is, they are all tires. Notice also that

"Any basic tire" means the thing thought of as existing separate-

ly is put into any one of three categories. The outline of the

above paragraph can be drawn in this way.

Subject: Any basic automobile tire (A)

1. Bias tires (X)

1.1. additional detail

1.2. additional detail

2. Belted bias tires (Y)

2.1. additional detail

2.2. additional detail

3. Radial tires (Z)

3.1. additional detail

3.2. additional detail

3. Language useful for the topic sentences of classification

parasrw~

Like division paragraphs, the topic sentence of a classi-

fication paragraph is based on the result of a "what" question.

The  question may be "What axe its classes, groups or categories?"

or "To what classes, groups or categories are the subjects as-

signed?" The response to such a question becomes the main idea of

the paragraph. The topic sentence can be written by using some

verbs such as the following:
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Exercise 4.

.

Subject: A linguist's interests (A)

1. Descriptive linguistics (X)

1.1. Describing contemporary language

'- the sounds, words and sentences of any language

2. Historical linguistics (Y)

2.1. Investigating the history of a language

- the development of Castilian Spanish from Latin

3. Comparative linguistics (Z)

3.1. Finding the similarities and differences between

languages

Directions: The following is an outline of a classification para-

graph. Consider it carefully, then write your com-

plete paragraph in the spaces provided based on the

information given.

- the comparison of Castilian and South American

Spanish.

Write your paragraph here.
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