








psed of 19 volumes of essays, ranging from short

items of 750 words to book-length articles. (1)

In the second paragraph above, the writer divides the

whole "the new#  Encyclopedia Britannica" into three parts, namely,

the Propaedia, the Micropaedia, and the Macropaedia in the first

sentence--the topic sentence. Sentences 2, 3 and 4, all of which

are major support sentences, give explanations about the three

parts of the new encyclopedia.

3. Organization of division paragraphs

Division paragraphs involve the process of separating a

complex subject into its component parts. This process is based

on the pattern "A is divided into X, Y and Z". The paragraph out.-

line can be made in such a way that the discussion &gins  wit,11

the subject and then moves to the narrower parts of that subject

as in the following paragraph.

(1)  "Britannica: After al.1  those years, drastic change."

Reprinted from the New York Times  Weekly Review in the Bangkok

World, 16 January 1974.
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A topic sentence bas&i  on the response to a "what"

question can be written by using a small group of verbs as in the

following ways.

The first way : A

The second way :

contains

includes

consists of

is comprised of

is made up of

is divided into

is separated into

is broken down into

X, Y and 2.

There are X, Y and Z in A.

A has (have) X, Y and Z.

Remember that your topic sentence should include :

a. what you are going to divide (subject)

b. the number or names of parts, pieces etc.

These elements will determine the points of discussion

your paragraph.

Example:

Ia
The United States government is divided into

b>
three branches: the executive, the legislative and the judicial.

i n
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Exercise 2.

Directions: The following sentences are effective topic sentences.

Each is accompanied by two or more additional bits

of information. Use these additional information bits

to write maior  support sentences in the spaces pro-

vided. The first one is done as an example.

Topic sentence: Cattle have two major uses.
I

Additional information: 1. food supply

2. source of power

&or support 1: Cattle can be used for the world food supply

sentence : 2: Cattle are also important sources of power

especially in less-developed countries

Topic sentence: EUJ students may be divided into two groups

Additional

details:

1. those that attend class

2. those that do not attend class

1: -

Major support

sentences: 2:

-
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