














2.1.2. Arranging details in spatial order

A paragraph whose subject involves describing the

physical appearance of a person, a place or any part of a thing

requires that the details or sentences be arranged in spatial

order, which means an order in which the description will begin

at a particular point and then move logically in some direction.

For example, if you have to describe a place, you can go from

left to right, from right to left, from top to bottom, or from

bottom to top, from east to west, from near to far, from inside

to outside and the like. Sometimes, however, you may describe

some place to show a clear picture of the scene. In this case,

it is necessary for you to describe the first thing you see. The

paragraph below shows how the writer arranges the details (support

sentences) in spatial order to achieve coherence.

My bedroom is not an ordinary Thai bedroom.

On the left of the doorwax  are a desk and a chair.

Next to the desk is a showcase. mthe  left wall,

there is a door leading to a balcony. Next to this

door are two windows Under the windows, there is an

air conditioner. In the wall opposite the door,  there

are two windows. Between the windows, there are two

showcases. In front of the showcases, there are a te-- -

levision  and a stereo set. In the corners of the op

psite  wall are two speakers. In the right wall,

there is a door leading to my mother's bedroom. Next
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her mouth adds to her beauty. Her lips are rather thin,

and her light pink lipstick adds  another touch of femi-

nine beautg. When she smiles, white teeth brighten

up her whole face. (1)

The above paragraph is coherent because all the details

are arranged in spatial order. That is, the description focuses

on one outstanding feature M beautiful". The arrangement begins

from "hair" then "face" respectively until "teeth". This arrange-

ment helps the thought flow smoothly and creates clear relation-

ships among sentences automatically without any transitional

devices.

2-1.3. Arranging details in other orders

Not all paragraph details are best arranged in

chronological or spatial order. Some paragraph subjects require

that details be arranged according to your logic or rationality,

and there are no set names for the arrangements for such a para-

graph because there is a large number of such techniques. In this

case, you must decide to arrange your details on the basis which

will be clearest for your reader and will be most reasonable for

your purpose. For example, if a paragraph subject involves giving

(1)  Adapted from Smalley, Regina L., et al., Refining Composition

Skills, 2nd. edition, Macmillan Publishing Co., Inc.,

New York, 1986, p.78.
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Medical science has discovered that cold viruses

are transmitted from one person to another most often

by hand. An infected person covers his mouth when he

coughs. He picks up the telephone. His daughter picks

up the telephone. She rubs her eyes. She has a cold.

It spreads. (1)

The above paragraph is unified and fundamentally

coherent because all details (support sentences) seem to relate

to each other and be placed in a logical order. However, the re-

lationships among the sentences are not clear and the flow of

thought or ideas does not move as smoothly as it should because

of the lack of transition markers.

Look at the rewritten paragraph below to find the

significance of the underlined transition markers.

Medical science has discovered that cold viruses

are transmitted from one person to another most often

by hand. Firstly, an infected person covers his mouth

when he coughs. Then, he picks up the telephone. Half

an hour later, his daughter picks up the same tele-

phone. Immediatel,y-  afterward, she rubs her ej-es.  m

in a few days, she has a cold, too. Thus, the virus

spreads.

(1)  Adapted from Fowler, H. Ramsey, The Little Brown Handbook, 2nd

ed., Little, Brown and Company Inc. Boston, 1983, p-76.

64 EN305




























