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Objectives:

After studying this Unit, a student

- knows what a paragraph is and how a paragraph is

organized.

- knows the importance of a topic sentence and support

sentences.

- can write an effective topic sentence and support

sentences.

- shows relationships between a topic sentence and

support sentences in a paxagradh.‘

- can do the exercises effectively.
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1. Definition of a paragraph

A paragraph is a group of logically related sentences ex-

pressing one main idea. A paragraph is complete in itself and may

also be a subdivision or part of something which is larger, such

as a composition, an article, or a chapter in.a book. That is to

say, a group of related sentences composes a paragraph; a group

of related paragraphs makes a composition; a group of composi-

tions, in turn, can ke the chapters that make a book.

2. Organization of a paragraph

In fact, most paragraphs consist of a topic sentence,

which states the main idea or indicates what will be discussed in

a w-agraph, and the discussion that contains all supporting

details used to explain or prove the main idea in the topic sen-

tence. A paragraph may have a conclusion; which may be a sentence

that shows the completeness of a paragraph. However, it is not

necessary to have a conclusion in every paragraph, especially, if

it is short. Study the paragraph below.

I
A good student should have at least two learning

requirements. z First, he should be diligent in his

studies. 3 This includes regular class attendance,

keeping homework and all assignments completed with

great attention, and participation in any extracurri-

cular activities organized by the institution where
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he is studying. 4 Diligence is regarded as one of the

keys to success. S In addition to diligence, a go&

student should have good reading habits, which imply

his greed for knowledge. d Instead of wasting his

time doing other things, a gocd student spends his

time in reading. ' Good reading habits will help him

broaden his knowledge beyond the subJects heha;s-~-.  .-

taken and keep himself abreast of the current situa-

tions. e It is true that no student reaches the peak

of his profession without these two learning require-

ments.

In the above  paragraph, the first sentence is the topic

sentence. Sentences 2 - 7 are the discussion and sentence 8 is

the conclusion sentence.

Traditionally, the first line of a paragraph is usually

indented. This indentation of a paragraph indicates where the

paragraph begins. In a composition that contains many paragraphs,

there will be several indentations to make it easy for the reader

to see where each new paragraph or idea in the composition begins.

One paragraph, however, contains only one indentation because

there is only one beginning point. Remember that you must capi-

talize the first word in each sentence and end each sentence with

a punctuation mark, most often a period c.).
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The chart below shows how the example paragraph is

organized.

topic

sentence [

Discussion

I
Conclusion

sentence

3. Length of a paragraph

Often there are questions from almost all students ahout

how long a paragraph is and how many sentences a-paragraph con-

tains. There are no appropriate answers for those questions. How-

ever, you should keep in mind. that a paragraph should be neither

so short that the main idea of the paragraph is not developed and

sufficiently expanded, nor so long that it tends to break down

into so many sub-ideas that it would be better to organize them

into separate paragraphs. In other words, how long a paragraph

will be depends on how clearly a topic sentence is discussed or

explained.
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4. Topic sentence, its characteristics and how to write it

The most important basic element in a paragraph is the

topic sentence. It is the sentence that gives the main or con-

trolling idea of the paragraph, indicating what the paragraph is

about  and what it will describe or discuss. It is the most im-

portant sentence of a paragraph. It announces the main point or

main idea of the paragrap.h,  preparing the readers for the next

sentences (support sentences) to come. The topic sentence may be

stated or placed anywhere in a paragraph; that is, it may be

placed at the beginning, in the middle, or at the end of a para-

graph. However, the students of this course should place the

topic sentence at the beginning of a paragraph. In addition, you

must keep in mind that a paragraph has only one topic sentence

and contains only one controlling idea.

The characteristics of a good topic sentence

A good topic sentence, which defines the controlling

idea clearly and precisely and which gives confident direction to

a paragraph, must meet three requirements. It must be

1. complete,

2. limited,

3. specific.

EN305 5



Being complete: Like any other sentence, a topic sen-

tence must be a complete sentence: that is, it must consist of a

subject and a predicate. Moreover, it must express one and only

one controlling idea which will be expanded into a complete para-

graph. Infact, if it is not a complete sentence, it is not a

sentence at all, but rather a sentence fragment or a part of sen-

tence. study the following:

1. Fragment: Learning English

Complete: Learning English is useful for everyone.

2. Frsgment:  Ways to learn English

Complete: There are many easy ways to learn English.

3. Fragment: If you know English

Complete: If you know English, you will have many

advantages.

BeingLimited: In addition to being complete, a topic

sentence must also be limited: that is, it must contain one and

only one controlling idea, it must be clearly limited in such a

way that it is neither too broad nor too a narrow. In this way,

you will not have either too much or too little to write about.

You can support or expand it in the space and time you are given.

Compare the following sentences.

A: A good student must have
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,
r contains two ideas

L B: A good student must

he should be >rxpl"gihle -idea2

Note that sentence A contains only one idea ("have at

least two learning habits"), whereas sentence B has two ideas

("have at least two learning habits" and "should be responsible

in his studies"). Therefore, sentence A is the better topic sen-

tence because sentence B has more than one idea and is not a good

topic sentence. I

Again, compare the following pair of topic sentences

c
contains two ideas

A: Chiangmai is famous,h~ beautiful  scenery,,e  6, it

B: Chiangmai is famous

idea

EN305 7






































