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Quem Quaeritis (Brockett, 1964, p.95)

Angels : Whom seek ye in the tomb, O Christians?
The three Marys : Jesus of Nagareth, the Crucified O Heavenly Beings.
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Ala819UNaLAI (599 THE FLOOD 10 York Cycle

NOAH : That Lord that lives ay-lasting life,
1 lof thee ever with heart and hand,
That me would rule by reason rife,
Six hundred years to live in land.
Three seemly sons and a worthy wife 5
I have ever at my steven to stand;
But ‘now my cares are keen as knife,
Because 1 ken what is comand.
There comes to ilk country,
Yea, cares’ both keen and cold. ' 10
For God has warned me
This world wasted shall be,
And certes the sooth 1 see,
As forefathers have told.

My father Lamech who, likes to neven, ’ T 15
Here in this world thus long gan lend,

Seven hundred years, seventy and seven,

In such a space his time he spend.

He prayed to God with stable steven

That he to him a son should send, ‘ 20
And at the last there came from heaven '

Such hetting that him mickle amend,

And made him grub and grave

As ordained fast before,

For he a son should have, 25
As he gan after crave;

And as God vouchsave

In world then was 1 born.

1 ay-lasting everlasting 2 lof praise 3-4 Who, according to abundant reason, ordains that 1 should live on earth for six
hundred years 6 1have perpetually at my command 7 keen sharp 8 ken know comand to come 9 ilk every 13 And I
perceive the truth indeed 15 likes...neven it is suitable to mention 16 thus...lend lived this long 18 Spend spent 19 stable
steven steady voice 22 Words of promise that were greatly to improve his lot 23 grub dig grave delve 24 fast firmly
before beforehand 26 What he longed for 27 vouchsave condescended
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When | was born Noah named he me,

And said these words with mickle win: 30
Lo, he said.t ‘this ilk is he

That shall be comfort to mankind.’

Sirs, by this well wit may ve,

My father knew both more and min

By certain signs he could well see, 3s
That all this world should sink for sin;

How God should vengeance take,

As now is seen certain,

And end of mankind make,

That sin would not forsake; 40
And how that it should slake, ' »

And a world wax again

I would God it wasted were,
So that I should not tent there till
My seemly sons and daughters dear, 45
Take ye intent unte my skill,
1 SON: Father, we are all ready here, -
Your bidding bainly to fulfil.
NOAH : Go call your mother, and come near,
And speed us fast that we not spill. 50
1 SON : Father, we shall not fine
Till your bidding be done.
NOAH : All that lives under line
Shall, son, sooner pass to pine,
1 SON : Where are ye, mother mine? 35

Come to my father soon.

30 mickle win great joy 31 ilk same 33 Sirs, by this you may well understand 34 min less 41 slake end 42 wax grow
44 S0 that 1 would not have to attend to it 46 Pay attention to my purpose 48 bainly readily 49 near back 50 Let us
hurry up so that we are not destroyed 51 fine pause 53 lives under line lives 54 sooner in a short time pine torment

56 soon at once
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WIFE : What says thou, son?
1 SON : Mother,lcertain
My father thinks to flit full far.
H\e bids you hasten with all your main

Unto him that nothing you mar.

WIFE : Yah, good son, hie thee fast again
And tell him 1 will come no nar.

1 SON : Dame, [ would do your bidding fain,
But you bus wend, else be it war.

WIFE : War? That would I wit.
We bourd all wrong, 1 ween.

1 SON : Mother, I say you yet,
My father is bound to flit.

WIFE : Now certes, I shall not sit

Ere I seec what he mean.

1 SON : Father, | have done now as ye command,
My mother comes to you this day.

NOAH : She is welcome, 1 well warrand ;
This world shall soon be wasted away.

WIFE : Where art thou Noah?

NOCAH : Lo, here at hand
Come hither fast, dame, I thee pray.

WIFE : Trows thou that I will leave the hard land
And turn up here on tor deray?
Nay, Noah, I am not boun
To fond now over these fells.

Do bairns, go we and truss to town.

NOAH : Nay, certes, soothly then mun ye drown.
WIFE : In faith, thou were as good come down

And go do somewhat else.

61 hie...again go quickly back again 62 nar nearer 63 fain gladly 64 But you ought to go or else things will be worse
65-6 Worse? I should like to see that. I believe we are barking up the wrong tree 68 is...flit is sure to be on the move
69-70 Now, indeed, I shall not rest until I find out what he means (by this) 73 warrand affirm 77-8 Do you believe
that I will leave dry land and get up here in such complete confusion? 79 boun prepared 80 To set out now over these

60

65

70

75

80

. 58 flit...far remove far away 59 main strength 60 so that nothing harms you or so that you do not spoil anything

hills 81 Do come on bairns children truss depart 82 certes indeed soothly truly mun must 83-4 In faith, you might

EN 256

35



NOAH : Dame, forty days are near-hand past
And gone since it began to rain,
On life shail no man longer last
But we alone, is not to lain.

WIFE : Now, Noah, in faith thou fons full fast,

This fare will no longer frayne;

Thou art near wood, [ am aghast,

Farewell, I will go home again
NOAH : Oh, woman, art thou wood?

of my works thou nought wot ;

All that has bone or bload

Shall be over flowed with flood.

WIFE : In faith, thou were as good.

.To let me go my gate.

We! Out! Harrow!
NOAH : What now, what cheer?
WIFE : I will no nar for no-kins need
NGAH : Help, my sons, to hold her here,
For to her harms she takes no hee.
2SON : Be merry mother, and mend vou cheer ;
This world be drowned, without dread.
WIFE : Alas, that I this lore should lere.

NOAH : Thou spills us all, ill might thou speed.
3 SON : Dear motier, won with us,

There shall nothing you grieve.
WIFE : Nay, needlings home me bus,

85

50

95

100

105

as well come down and do something worthwhile 85 near-hand nearly 88is...lain it is not 10 be concealed 89 thou...fast

you are acting extremely foolishly 90 fare matter tfayne enquire into

91 wood mad I...aghast [ fear 94 you understand nothing 97-8 In faith, you may as well let me go my way 99 We! Qut!
Harrow! conventional exclamation of distress what cheer! What’s the matter? 100 for...need on any account 102 For
she does rot seem 10 care about the peril she is in 103 raend...cheer cheer up 104 without dread undoubtedly {05 Alas

that I should learn this information 106 A curse on you, you'lt be the death of us all 107 won stay 109-10 No, I have

36
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For 1 have tools to truss.
NOAH : Woman, why does thou thus?

To make us more mischif?

WIFE : Noah, thou might have let me wit.
Early and late thou went thereout,
And ay at home thou let me sit
To look that nowhere were well about.
NOAH : Dame, thou hold me excused of it,
It was God’s will without doubt.
WIFE : What, weens thous so for to go quit?
Nay, by my troth, thou gets a clout.

NOAH : I pray thee dame, be still.
Thus God would have it wrought.
WIFE : Thou should have wit my will,
If I would assent there till,
And Noah, for that same skill,
This bargajn shall be bought.

Now at first I find and feel

Where thou hast to the forest sought,

Thou should have told me for our sele

When we were 10 such bargain brought.
NOAH : Now dame, thou tharf not dread a deal,

For to account it cost thee nought.

A hundred winters, [ wot well,

Are went since I this work had wrought.

And when [ made ending,

110

115

- 120

125

130

135

to go home because 1 have untensils to gather together 111-12 Woman, why are you behaving like this? To do us more

harm? 113 wit know 116 To make sure that everything was all right nowhere (i.i.wasting time) 119 What, do you

believe that you will get away with that? 120 clout blow

123 wit found out 124 theretill to it 125 skill cause 126 you will pay the penalty for these goings-on 127 at first for
the first time feel perceive 128 Why you have resorted to the forest 129 sele well-being 130 bargain undertaking

131 tharf...deal you need have no fear 132 For in financial terms it cost you nothing. 134 Have passed since I began to

EN 256

37



God gave me measure fair

Of every-ilka thing ;

He bad that I should bring
Of beasts and fowls young,
Of ilka kind a pair.

WIFE : ‘ Nowe certes, and we should scape from scathe
And so be saved as ye say here,
My co-mothers and my cousins both,
Them; would I went with us in fere.
NOAH :' To wend in the water it were wothe,
Ilook in and look without were.
WIFE : Alas, my life me is full loath ;
I live over-long this lore to lere.
1 DAUG:HTER : Dear mother, mend your mood,
For we shall wend you with.

WIFE : My friends that I from yode
Are over flowed with flood.

2 DAUGHTER : Now thank we God all good
That us has granted grith.

3 DAUGHTER : Mother, of this work now would ye not ween,
That all should worth to waters wan.

2SON : Father, what may this marvel mean?
Whereto made God middle-earth and man?

1 DAUGHTER : So selcouth sight was never none seen,
Since first that God this world began.

NOAH : Wend and spear your doors bedene,

For better counsel none I can.
i

perform this task. 136 measure fair clear indication 137 Of every single thing 141 if we are to escape harm

143-4 I should like both my gossips and my relatives to accompany us 145 wend go wothe dangerous 146 Come in
without more ado 147-8 Alas my life is very burdensome to me, I have lived too long to receive this new

151 yode went 154 grith protection 155 ween believe 156 That all should be covered in dark water 158 Whereto To
what end 159 selcouth remarkable 161 Go and shut your doors immediately 162 can know to be born into these
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This sorrow is sent for sin,

Therefore to God we pray

That he our bale would blin.
3SON : The king of all mankind

Qut of this woe us win,

As thou art Lord, that may.

1 SON : Yea, lord, as thou let us be born
In this great bale, some boot us bid.
NOAH : My sons, see ye midday and morn
To these cattle take good heed ;
Keep them well with hay and corn;
And women, fang‘these fowls and feed,
So that they be not lightly lorn
As long as we this life shali lead.
2SON : Father, we are full fain
Your bidding to fulfil.
Nine months passed are plain
Since we were put to pain.
3SON : He thatis most of main
May mend it when he will.
NOAH : Oh bairns, it wases clear about,
That may ye see there where ye sit,
1SON : Ay, lief father, look ye thereout,
If that the water wane aught yet.
NOAH : That shall [ do without doubt,
Thereby the waning may we wit,
Ah, Lord, to thee I lof and lout,
The cateracts I trow be knit.
Behold, my sons all three,
The clouds are waxed clear.
2SON : Ah, Lord of mercy free,
Ay lofed might thou be.
NOAH : 1shall assay the sea,
How deep that it is here.

troubled circumstances, give us some help 171 see make sure 174 look after and feed these birds 175 lightly lorn

carelessly lost 179 plain fully 180 subjected to torment

165

170

175

180

185

190

195

183 waxes grows 185 lief dear 186 begins to subside yet 189 lof offer praises lout bow 190 1 believe the flood-gates of

heaven are shut 193 free gracious 194 Ay lofed Eternally praised 195-6 1 shall sound the sea (to discover) how deep it
R
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WIFE : Loved be that Lord that gives al grace,

That kindly thus our care would keel.
NOAH : | shall cast lead and look the space,

How degp the water is ilka ded.

Fifteen cubits of height it has

Over ilka hill fully to fed ;

But be well comforted in this case,

It is waning, this wot | well.

Therefore a fowl of flight

Full soon shal | forth send,

To seek if he have sight,

Some land upon to light ;

Then may we wit full right

When our mourning shall mend.

Of al the fowls that men may find

The raven is wight, and wise is he
Thou art full crabbed and al thy kind,
Wend forth thy course | command thee,
And warily wit, and hither thee wind

If thou find either land or tree.
Nine months here have we been pined,
But when God will, better must be.

1 DAUGHTER : That Lord that lends us life
To lere his laws in land,
He make both man and wife,
He help to stint our strife.

3 DAUGHTER : Our cares are keen as knife,
God grant us good tidand.

1 SON : Father, this fowl isforth full long ;

is here 198 Who graciously relieves our troubles thus 199 | shall put down a plumb and look for a while 200 ilka deal
everywhere 202 feal cover 208 Of some land t¢ alight on 210 plight shall be amended 212 wight bold 213 crabbed

perverse 214 Wend...course Go your way 215 Cautiously explore, and come back here
219 lends gives 220 To obey alf his laws 222 May he help {0 bring our troubles to an end 223 keen sharp 224 tidand

news 225 forth away 226 lend stays 227 To find and partake of his food there 229 if he has gone away in this manner
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Upon some land | trow he lend,
His food.there for to find and fang-
That makes him be afailing friend.
NOAH : Now son, and if he so forth gang,
Since he for dl our wedth gan wend, 230
Then be he for his works wrong
Evermore waried without end.
And certes for to see
When our sorrow shdl cease,
Another fowl full free 235
Our messenger shdl be ;
Thou dove, | command thee
Our comfort to increase.

A faithful fowl to send art thou
Of dl within these wones wide ; 240
Wend forth | pray thee, for our prow,
And sadly seek on ilka sde
If the floods be fdling now,
That thou on the earth may bield and bide.
Bring us some tokening that we may trow 245
What tidings shal of us betide.
2 DAUGHTER : Good Lord, on us thou look,

And cease our sorrow  Sere,
Snce will dl sn forsook

And to thy lore us took. 250
3 DAUGHTER : A twelvemonth but twelve week

Have we been hovering here.
NOAH : Now bams, we may be blithe and glad

And lof our Loard of heavens king;

My bird has done as | him bad, ! 255

An olive branch | see him bring.

Blessed be thou fowl, that never was fade.

That in thy force makes no failing;

230 Since he went for thegood of &l of us 232 waried accursed 238 To iMProve our GroUMSAN0ES 240 Above all

within this whole place 241 prow good 242 sadly earnestly 244 So that you may remain and stay on the earth

245 tokening sign trow know 246 What will become of us 248 sere diverse

250 And respcted your teaching 252 hovering waiting 257 fade untrustworthy 258 Who in your strength has no failing
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More joy in heart never ere I had,

We mun be saved, now may we sing. 260

Come hither, my sons, in hie,

Our woe away is went,

I see here certainly

The hills of Armenie. )
1 SON : Lofed be that Lord forthy 265

That us our lives has lent,
Then Noah and his sons should sing.

WIFE : From wreaks now we may win
Out of this woe that we in were;
But Nozh, where are now all our kin
And company we knew before? 270
NOAH : Dame, all are drowned, let be thy din.
And soon they bought their sins sore.
Good living let us begin,
So that we grieve our God no more;
. He was grieved in degree 275
And greatly moved in mind
For sin, as men may see :
Dum dixit ‘Penitet me’

Full sore forthinking was he
That ever he made mankind. 280

That makes us now to toll and truss;
But sons, he said-I wot well when-
‘Arcum ponam in nubibus’

He set his bow clearly to ken

261 in hie quickly 264 Armenie Armenia 265-6 Therefore praised be that Lord who has granted us our lives 267-8
Now may we escape from vengeances and from the tribulations that we were in 271 be quiet 272 Straight away they
paid severely for their sins 275 in degree duly 276 moved in mind troubled 278 *When he said. ‘‘I repent me*** (Genesis
6 : 7 ‘for it repenteth me that I have made them’).

279 He was very deeply sorry 281 That makes us now heave and haul 283 Genesis 9 : 13 ‘[ do set my bow in the
clouds’. 284 ken make known 287-8 That when this world thus ended, he would never again destroy it with water
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As tokening between him and us, 285
In knowledge to all Christian men

That from this world were fined thus,

With water would he never waste it then.

Thus has God most of might ‘ ,

Set his sign full clear ’ 290
Up in the air of height;

The rainbow it is right,

As men may see in sight

In seasons of the year.

2 SON : Sir, now since. God our sovereign sire . 295
Has set his sign thus in certain.
Then may we wit this world’s empire
Shall evermore last, is not to lain. \
NOAH : Nay son, that shall wenot desire,
For and we do we work in vain; 300
For it shall once be wasted with fire,
And never worth to world again.
WIFE : Ahsir oﬁr hearts are sore
For these saws that ve say here
That mischief must be more. ) 305
NOAH : Be not afraid therefore,
Ye shall not live then
By many hundred year.

1 SON : Father, how shall this life be led
. Since none are in this world but we? 310

291 of height on high 297-8 Then may we know that this world’s domain shall last for ever, and that should
not be concealed 300 For if we do, we labour under a misapprehension 301 once one day 302 And never become the
world again 304 saws words 306 therefore of that 307 You shall not live that long
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NOAH : Sons, with your wives ye shall be stead,

k]

And multiply your seed shall ye.
Your bairns shall ilk one other wed
And worship God in good degree;
Beasts and fowls shall forth be bred,
And so a world begin to be.

Now travail shall ye taste

To win you bread and wine,

For all this world is waste;

These beasts must be unbraced,
And wend we hence in haste,

In God’s blessing and mine.

315

320

311 stead settled 312 seed offspring 313 ilk one other each one one of the others’ 317 Now you will know hard work
320 unbraced set free
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WIFE : Now, Noah in faith thou fons full fast,
This fare will no longer frayne
Thou at near wood, | am aghast,
Farewdll, | will go home agan.
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WIFE: What, ween thou so far to go quit?
Nay, by my troth, thou get a clout
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WIFE: My friends that | from yode
Are over Fowed with flood.
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