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1. 0l1d Bill, a military officer in Spitzbergen Infantry,
died in the battle field during the Civil War in the United
States. The fighting between the north and the south led to
the Civil War. Though the writer did not tell the reader
exactly what war it was, the reader can guess that the war in
the story is the Civil War. It was the war to liberate all
slaves in the country. A lot of soldiers were Killed and left
in the battle field without performing any burial service.

Old Bill's corpse scared his companions because his face
was chalk-blue and his gleaming eyes stared at the sky.

If I were his friend, | would bury him right auay as
Timothy Lean and the adjutant did because it was the best way
to do during the war time though the burial service was not a
perfect one. It would be better to leave the corpse without
doing anything. Moreover, Lean himself was not sure whether
he and his soldiers could protect their stronghold any longer.
They had to move further.

2. The story “A High Dive” reflected the world situation
after ¥orld War Il when the business was bad and people of
various occupations were affected.

I know the situation of the world from the conversation
of the ~couple who owned a circus in this story. The
conversation makes me know that their business was affected
by the world situation. A few people came to see their animal
shows.

If 1| were the owner of a circus like this couple | would

do as they did by changing the style of performance into

178 EN 253-



exciting or shocking way. This would attract a larger

audience and more people would come to see the shows as

before.

3. The story "0ld Man at the Bridge” took place in San
Carlos in Spain during the Spanish Civil War. The narrator
of the story met an old man at the bridge while people were
being ordered to move from San Carlos to Barcelona. From
the conversation between the narrator and the old man we
learn that many people were affected by the war even the old
pan and his animals. People had to leave their hometowns for
a new place because of the war. The old man was one of them.
He had neither family nor relatives. He had to leave his home
and his animals which he loved and worried about.

To me | sympathize with the old man who had nobody to
take care of him. Luckily, he could still walk and help
himself but he was not as strong as other young men and that
was why he was tired after a long walk. He had to sit down
on the roadside near the bridge to take a rest while others
were moving out of the city. An old people like him should
have his own children to take care of him becacuse life at
the old age is very lonely. Young people, they should realize
that they will become old one day. Thus, while they are still
young, they should understand, sympathize and pay attention
to old people.

4. The theme of “Waiting for the Police” is - peopIF usually
show love towards themselves while they are put in a critical
situation.

From the story, Mr. Penbury who lived in a boarding house

with other middle-aged people like him, made up a story about
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Mr. Wainwright to make fun of his friends by telling them
that Mr. Wainwright was killed and everyone was supposed to
wait for the police who would come to interrogate them though
they had nothing to do with the crime. Since these people
did not know they were trapped in Penbury’s trick, each had
to prepare his/her alibi. While each of them was speaking to
defend himself or herself, others tried to find fault with
him or her. This meant that everyone wanted to protect
himself or herself from being charged of committing the crime.
Thus, 1 agree with the writer who thought that in a critical
situation, people love themselves more than others.

5. The single incident in “Brother” took place in the
evening when the communists and a young aan who was hurt and
a young girl who helped him entered the cafe in which
only one customer was playing billiard.The communists ordered
the proprietor to bring them wine and cognac without paying
money. The girl also ordered a cognac for the young man, who
at the end of the story died in the cafe from wounds affected
earlier. After the communists left,the government police came
to the cafe with his men. They also ordered cognac and brandy
to drink. They paid for their drinks. The chief told the
proprietor to send the bill to the government for his
property in the shop which were destroyed by the gunshots.
What happened in the cafe is a single incident. From the
single incident we learn that many people became victims
from the fighting between the government and their opposi-
tion. These victims were shopowners, such as the proprietor
in this story whose property in the shop was destroyed by
the bullets from the fighting. The young man, the young
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girl and other people who lived near the fighting area were
also victims. They might be shot accidentally and their
properties might be destroyed. If I had to live in such a
country, I would move to a small town far from the fighting
area. In order to save my life it is better to move out from
that area.

6. When the story “Embroidery” opened, the three old women
were embroidering their work diligently and skilfully on
their works. They were afraid of the huge experiment which
was going to happen at five o'clock. They knew that this
experiment was very big « bigger than any others and
something dangerous might happen from the experiment.They did
not run away from the thing that was going to take place
because they loved their hometown. They did not want to live
in other places. Most old people do not like to leave the
place where they have lived for a long time. This may be the
reason why these old ladies did not run away.

If 1 were them, | would not do as they did because we
can prevent danger from occurring before it happens. These
old ladies did not do anything to prevent themselves from
danger except did embroidering to lessen their fear. But
finally they and all their work were burnt out. We can move
out if we know that a place is not a good place to live any
more.

7. The author named her story “The Lottery” because the
story of the lottery was wused as a plot in the story. The
annual drawing of the lotteries on June 27 in the village

caused a conflict for everyone because everyone was afraid
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of drawing the lottery with a black spot on it. If anyone got
it, he or she would be stoned to death.

Another reason to name the story “The Lottery” is to yse
the lottery as a symbol to represent what the author tried to
tell the reader. The lottery may represent human instinct =
to destroy others by choosing one to be their scapegoat even
though that person does not do anything wrong, as Mrs.
Hutchinson in this story who got the lottery with a black
spot and and could not avoid being stoned to death. In other
words, the lottery stands for human cruelty in every society
though it is said that people are more civilized than

animals.

- 1] a “
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1. Old BiII‘ was being buried by the adjutant., Timothy Lean
and other two privates when the story opened. They dug a
shallow grave for Old Bill. Before 0ld Bill was buried, Lean
searched his body to take out his belongings such as a watch,
a whistle, a pipe, a tobacco-pouch and a handkerchief for
sending them to his family. A burial service was also
performed for him.

Timothy Lean, the adjutant and other soldiers were afraid
of the dead because his face was chalk-blue and his gleaming
eyes stared at the sky. The dead seemed to look at them while
they were digging the grave.

The single incident in the story was the event of burying
Old Bill, a military officer in Spitzbergen [nfantry,who died
in the battle field during the fighting between the north and
the south.
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This event is the single incident. There are no other
events in this story.

2. The setting in “A High Dive” was in a circus. When the
story opened, the couple who owned a circus were discussing a
problem with each other.

The readers know the world situation after World War |
was still bad. Business was worse. People’s income was low.
People had to use money economically.

The circus business was also affected by the world

situation. A few people came to see the shows. Thus, the
couple who owned the circus in this story was also affected
by the world situation. At the beginning of the story they
were discussing how to find solution for their failing
business.
3. When the story opened, the people in the story were
ordered to move from San Carlos to Barcelona because there
was a war in the country and the soldiers were firing
artillery. People might be shot accidentally.

The writer met an old man with steel rimmed glasses and
dusty clothes who sat by the side of the road near the
bridge. He told the writer that he had no family.His duty was
to take care of animals and he had to leave them because of
the artilleries. He did not know how to do with his animals.

The time the story happened was in the period of the war
in Spain between the Republicans and the Fascists.

I sympathize with the old man because old people should
have someone to live with or to take care of them. They
will not live long. We can see many old people who are

neglected by their own children because they think that old
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people are too much of a burden. The relationship betueen the
old and the young people should be emphasized.

4. The townspeople in “The Lottery” had to draw the
lotteries because drawing lotteries was their annual custom.
From the story we don't know why they had to do it every
year. It only said that lotteries in June, corn be heavy
soon.

A person who picked a lottery with a black spot on it
would be stoned to death by the townspeople. There would be
only one each year who would be a scapegoat.

At the end of the story Mrs. Hutchinson was the one who
picked up the lottery with a black spot on it. She tried to
protect herself by shouting that it was unfair for her to be
stoned to death. But nobody listened to her. Everyone moved
in pp her. Some stones hit her. She would certainly be stoned
to death eventually.

5. The theme in the story of “Waiting for the Police” can be
written as follow -

a. In a critical situation people may show self-love to
protect themselves from accusation.

b. Most people do not like to get involved with crimes
though they do not perform them.

If 1 were neither Mr. Penbury nor Mr. Wainwright but were
one of other characters in this story,I would do as they did.
Since | thought that | was innocent it was right to protect
myself from being charged with such a crime. I might refer
to someone who was with me while Mr. Wainwright was Killed.
This could prove that | was not the criminal.

6. The communists, ayoung man who was hurt, a young girl
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who helped him came into the cafe.

In the cafe the communists ordered wine and cognac to
drink without paying for it. The girl also ordered a glass of
cognac for the young man. They sat under the staircase near
the cellar. The proprietor's belongings in the shop were
broken by the bullets which might be from the government’s
men who wanted to Kill the communists. A customer was playing
billiards before these people went into the cafe. After a
while the communists left. Later the officer with his men
also entered the cafe. They also ordered cognac and brandy
to drink. But they paid for their drinks. The young man who
was hurt on his leg finally died in the cafe.

The fighting between the government and the Reds caused
trouble for the people in the story. The incident in the
story reflected that whenever two administrative groups of
people of the same country have different ideas of ruling
their country, fighting or a war between them cannot be
avoided.

7. They worked diligently on their embroidering because they
wanted. to get rid of their fear of the huge experiment going
to happen at five o’c¢lock.They did not want to think about it
because they knew that this experiment was different from any
other previous experiments. The experiment that was going to
take place might be big,dangerous and destructive. But at the
end of the story the experiment exploded and destroyed
everything including the three old women and their
embroidered works. All were burnt to death.

8. He went to the police station as a witness of a crime. He

wanted to be protected by the police before revealing what he
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saw. He said that he saw the mugger kill a woman without
touching any of her’'s belongings and the Killers also saw
him. But he changed his mind when he saw Lieutenant Anderson
walk into Detective Cappeli’'s office.

The single incident was the event of the meeting
of Struthers and Detective Cappeli. He told Detective
Cappelit that he wanted to report the crime he witnessed
which was now published on most newspapers. Be requested to
be protected before saying anything. Unfortunately he did not
do as he intended because Lt.Anderson walked into the room
where he and Detective Cappeli were talking. Lt. Anderson was
the killer. There were no other incidents only this single

incident.
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