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- Which of the following is the main idea of the passage?
- The main idea of this passageis ______

- Which of the following is the main point of the passage?
- The main point rof the passageis

- Which sentence in this paragraph states the main idea?

- What is the main theme of this paragraph?

- What is the purpose of the writer/author in writing this passage?
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Although a daily vitamin supplement is beneficial, large doses of
vitamins can do more harm than good. Vitamin A, for example, if taken in
large quantities, can cause serious skin problems. Likewise, too much
vitamin C can lead to the formation of kidney stones, while an excess of

vitamin D can cause kidney damage. Excessive amounts of vitamin E can

also have negative side effects reducing the blood's ability to clot.'
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Laraine E. Flemming and Sara C. Mansbach, Reading for Results, 3rd ed. ( Boston:
Houghton Mifflin Company, 1987), p. 129.
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For the period of about seventy-five years (1765-1840), the Gothic
novel, an early relative of the modern horror story, was popular throughout
Europe. Many of the most popular novels, those written by Horace Walpole,
Ann Radcliff, and Monk Lewis, were sold by thousands, quickly translated,
and frequently plagiarized. The stories were the object of fascination
because they described a world where mysterious happenings were a matter of
course, and ghostly, hooded figures flitted through the night. Gothic novels
were read and discussed by men and women of the upper classes; and
publishers, even alert to a ready market, made sure that copies of the books
were available at bargain prices. Even the poorest members of working class
could afford to pay a penny to enter the Gothic world of terror, and they paid

. . . . as 2
their pennies in astonishing numbers.
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Ibid., p. 130.
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novel was very popular throughout Europe during 1765-1840.
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An author could also begin a paragraph by giving examples of an idea.
Or she might choose to describe a scene or a historical event. At other
times, the writer might begin by using a quotation from another person. In
this case, the author begins with supporting details and then moves to a
general conclusion. In other words, she puts the main idea at the end of £he

paragraph.3

3 .
Janet Maker and Minnette Lenier, College Reading, 2nd ed. (Belmont, California:

Wadsworth Publishing Company, 1986), p. 13. ‘ -
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The Amazon River is the widest river in the world, with one-fifth of all
the fresh water on earth moving through its mouth. In length it is second
only to the Nile, and if stretched across the United States, it would reach

from New York to Los Angeles. In addition, the Amazon covers the

largest area of any river. Therefore, it can be argued that the Amazon is

4
the mightiest river on Earth.
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3.1 Teanwdigiiseylutent (stated main idea)
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3.2 Teanudfiny Tawniv (unstated or implied main idea)

4
Ibid., p. 13.
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All of us contribute to pollution. We thoughtlessly toss  gum wrappers
and cigarette butts onto the street. We use throw-away packages, like paper
milk cartons, instead of bottles, which can be returned to the manufacturer.
We use phosphate-containing detergents to wash our clothes, and these

phosphates pollute our rivers and lakes. We use pesticides to kill insects, and
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these pollute both our soil and water. We ride cars which spew lead and

. . . 5
carbon monoxide into the air.
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As the sun went down, the scene from the bridge was beautiful. It
had been a perfect day. Up and down on either side of New York the bridge
blue water lay gently rippling, while to the south it merged into the great bay
and  disappeared toward the sea. The vast cities spread away on both sides.
Beyond rolled the hilly country until it was lost in the mists of the sky. All up
and down the harbor the shipping, piers, and buildings were still gaily
decorated. On the housetops of both Brooklyn and New York were

multitudes of people.6

5
Florence J. Sherbourne, Toward Reading Comprehension, 2nd ed. (Lexington: D.C.

Heath and Company, 1977), p. 170.

6
David McCullough, reprinted in Harvey S. Wiener and Charles Bazerman,

Reading Skills Handbook (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1988), p. 85.
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Dogs make warm, friendly pets. But they can also be very
troublesome. No one will deny the feeling of friendship when, after a long
day’s work, a wet pink tongue of greeting licks a master’s hand at the door.
And watching television or reading a book, a man or woman can reach down
over the side of the couch and feel a warm furry patch of life, hear the quiet
contented breathing of a good friend. However, try to plan a trip without
your faithful pet and your life is very difficult. Where will you leave him?
Who will feed him? Further, leaving a cozy house in the midst of winter and
facing a howling frozen wind so the dog may take his walk is no pleasure at

all. 1 often wonder why people put up with such demands upon their time

and em:rgy.7

; .
Harvey S. Wiener and Charles Bazerman, Reading Skills Handbook(Boston: Houghton

Mifflin Company, 1988), p. 86.
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Can animals solve problems? Certain instances show that they can.
Animals have found ways of escaping confinement. Horses have unbarred
gates; dogs have unlatched doors. Animals have learned unusual methods
of obtaining food. One dog brought his dish from the basement and presented
it to his master when he was hungry. Apes learned to use tokens to obtain
food from machines. And in a way that seems truly astonishing, animals have
met danger by changing their way of life. Sea otters, faced with extinction in
the 1880's, left their homes on the beaches of the northern= Pacific and moved

out to the kelp in the sea.’

3 ]
TemwddguesdenthilogiiaestszTonusn Ao Uszlvadiam Can animals

] v
solve problems? wagtsz Tenflludmenveafamiiu Certain instances show that they

8
Sherbourne, Toward Reading Comprehension, p. 172
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show that animals can solve problems.
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Although the buildings are tall, none of them blots out the sky.
People rush about as in New York, but someone always stops to answer a
question about directions. A person will listen when he or she is asked a
question. Often a sudden smile will fresh from the crowds of strangers
pushing down State Street. It is a smile of welcome and of happiness at the
same time. And the traffic: it is tough, noisy, active; but a person never
feels as if he takes his life in his hands when he crosses the street. Of
course, there is always the presence of the lake, the vast, shimmering lake
that shines like an ocean of silver. Something about that lake each time it

spreads out around a turn on Lakeshore Drive says, “Hello. It’s good to see

9
you again.” Chicago is a fine, friendly city.

9
Wiener, Reading Skills Handbook, p. 86.
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It will help us to understanding the definition of intangible if we think
of it as made up of two parts: in, meaning not, and tangible, meaning
something that can be touched. Therefore, intangible means something that
cannot be touched. An orange is tangible; it can be touched. But the
pleasure you have in eating it is intangible; that pleasure cannot be touched.
Tangible can also mean something clear and definite, not vague. Hence,
intangible can also mean something not clear or not definite. A complete |
definition of intangible, then, is something that cannot be touched or

. . . . 10
something that is not clear or deﬁmte.]
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that is not clear or definite.

10
Sherbourne, Toward Reading Comprehension, p. 171.
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The Chinese were the first to sight Halley’s comet in the third century B.C.
In the fourteenth century, the Florentine painter Giotto put the whirling
ball of light into one of his paintings, while in the sixteenth century,
William Shakespeare mentioned it in two of his plays. However, it was not
until the eighteenth century that the comet was accurately identified by
Edmund Halley, an English astronomer. While studying what seemed
to be the appearance of three different comets, Halley realized that there
might be only one comet, appearing every seventy-six years. As a result,
he predicted that the comet would return in 1759. He was right, and the

comet did appear. From that time on, it bore his name. Unfortunately,

11
Halley died in 1742, before he could see his prediction come true.
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1
Flemming, Reading for Results, p. 131.

120 EN 202



9 A 1Y

i i 1 o a T
Uss Toaiauiiuilse loafididoudoamsuendeaiuniinis §add wufe Edmund Halley

(4 ¥ r
was the first person to identify the comet. uazdoanuiiosilszTendu q lugendun
w 1 a o 3\ ' v o
amfuayun wduwuendnuaivesanmil ldednls daudssToaheoalss Toausmily

= d{ [ o Y 1d : 1t P
Woanisywugiunielseidcnanivesaamisdamamidu lulidsz Tealaaen
LY 2 Y dy o o 1 12 t .

’du‘l.!ﬁ‘lguﬂ’i)»iﬂ5$TUﬂLL‘iﬂmﬂuﬂiﬂUﬂu1u asszmu lan lufinsnanfe the Chinese,

Giotto 30 Shakespeare dnasluasivosdenth

VR |
AIVENIN 2

How does an immune person fight off disease bacteria? The answer
to this difficuit question slowly became clear as the result of hundreds of
experiments in the laboratories of Koch and Pasteur. The scientists found
that the injection of weakened or killed bacteria into the bodies of
animals would make the animals immune. They could then fight off an
injection of powerful bacteria that would otherwise have killed them

quickly. In the blood plasma (liquid part of the blood) of these immune

12
animals the scientists found what they were seeking.
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The injection of weakened or killed bacteria into the bodies of animals would make

12
Charles Tanzer, Biology and Human Progress (Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall,

1977), p. 262.
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Many taxpayers resent the money paid out for welfare. They feel
those on welfare should work for their living. But the greater number of on
welfare cannot work. Some on welfare are mothers who cannot leave their
young children. Others are either too old or too sick to work. Still others
are so physically handicapped that they cannot work. Some few are able-

bodied but have no marketable skills. It is true that if these few could obtain
the necessary training, they could work. But by far the greater number of

13
those on welfare cannot work.
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13
Sherbourne, Toward Reading Comprehension, p. 170.
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The good listener, in order to achieve the purpose of acquiring
information, is careful to follow specific steps to achieve accurate
understanding. First, whenever possible the good listener prepares 4in
advance for the speech or lecture he or she is going to atiend. He or she
studies the topic to be discussed and finds out about the speaker and his
or her beliefs. Second, on arriving at the place where the speech is to be
given, he or she chooses a seat where seeing, hearing, and remaining alert
are easy. Finally, when the speech is over, he or she reviews what was
said and reacts to and evaluate the ideas expressed. Effective listening is

an active process in which a listener deliberately takes certain actions to

. . 14
ensure that accurate communication has occurred.

14
Kathleen . McWhorter, College Reading and Study Skills, 2nd ed. (Boston: Little,

Brown and Company, 1983), p. 112.
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Read each of the following paragraphs and then decide which is the main idea

of the paragraph.

1. Most people like music, but all people don't like the same music.
When you're young you probably like the popular singers. As you get
older, you probably like music that isn't so loud. Some people enjoy
singers. Others like to listen to someone playing an instrument. Some

like guitar music or piano music. Others prefer to hear a big orchestra.

15
The music you prefer is really your own personal business.

15
Margaret Martin Maggs, Reading Skills: Identifying Main Ideas (Bangkok: Thai

Watana Panich, 1990), p. 32.
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a. Many people like to listen to a singer with a guitar.
b. Most people like music, but not always the same music.
c. A big orchestra must play loudly to be heard.

d. Music is a kind of business.

2. \Planning to give a party? There are something to do now. First, write
down the names of the people who will be coming to the party. Do you
have enough room in your house? Are there enough chairs? Then, write
down the food you plan to make for your friends. It is better to have an
easy meal. Then you don't have to work during the party and can enjoy it

yourself. Thinking about the party first helps make a good party a better

16 '
one.

a. Thinking about a party first helps make a good one a better one.
b. Do you have enough room in your house?
¢. Write down the names of the péople who will be coming.

d. It is better to make easy meal.

3. Newfoundland is Canada's newest province and its oldest. It is the
newest because it was the last to join the Dominion, in 1949. But it is also
the oldest in that it was the first to be discovered. Scientists have found the

remains of a Viking camp almost 1,000 years old on the province’s

“Ibid., p.48.
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northern shore. Even modern Europeans discovered Newfoundland before
they discovered the rest of Canada. John Cabot discovered the southern
portion of the province only 5 years after Columbus landed in the West

Indies and discovered  America. Sir Hmphrey Gilbert claimed

17
Newfoundland for England in 1583.

a. Newfoundland is a province in Canada.
b. Newfoundland was discovered by Vikings.
¢. Newfoundland is the newest and oldest province in Canada.

d. Newfoundland was discovered before other Canadian provinces.

4, Computers will never be able to play the perfect game of chess. A
chess player has about thirty moves to choose from on each turn, and the
opponent has about thirty possible responses to each of these moves.
Therefore, there are about 1,000 variations to consider for each complete

move. Because each complete move allows another 1,000 potential

moves, a computer would have to consider 1075 (1 and 75 zeros) moves

to play a short twenty-five move game. Even if a computer could calculate

a million moves each second, it would require 1069 seconds to complete

the game. Since the beginning of our solar systems 4.5 billion years ago,

18
only 1018 seconds have elapsed.

17
Maker, College Reading, p. 10.

18
Ibid.
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a A good chess game takes a very long time.
b. Playing chess requires a great ded of drategy.
c. Computers will never be able to play chess perfectly.

d. Computers cannot equd the human brain a chess.

5. Bette Davis, a supersar of the forties and fifties, was once again a hit
in a horror movie about a forgotten child star, Whatever Happened to
Baby Jane? Daviss codtar in that film was her sometime screen rivd
Joan Crawford, who made her own comeback through horror movies such
as Strait Jacket. Olivia de Havilland, who is 4till remembered for her role
in the 1939 classic Gone with the Wind, returned to the screen in a horror
movie cdled Lady in a Cage. Not too long ago, Betsy Pamer, a comic
actress of the fifties, was again seen on film in the notorioudy gruesome
Friday the 13th. It seems that many femde film das of the past have

19
used horror films to make their screen comeback.

a Bette Davis was once again a hit in a horror movie about a forgotten
child dar.

b. Davis's codter in that film was her sometime screen riva Joan Crawford.

Cc. Betsy PAmer was agan seen on film in the notorioudy gruesome

Friday the 13th.
d. Many femde gars of the past have used horror films to make ther

screen comeback.

9 .
1Flemming, Readingfor Results, p. 138
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Read the following paragraphs and identify the topic sentence(s) by writing the
number of the sentence(s) on the blank lines following the paragraph. Then,

write the main idea of the paragraph on the other blank line.

Example:

[ 11 Our ewvironmat consists of all the things surounding or
influendng us in ay way. [2] The house we live in and its fumnishings are
pat of our environment. [3] The ar we bregthe the sunlight which beams
on us (or the lack of it), the grass and the trees (or the city streets and tall
buildings) make up a large part of the environment. [4] Sound, be it musc or
noisg, is pat of our environment. [5] Pat of our environment may be
intangible and may exig only in connection with something dse {6] Thus
those persons we come in contact with may meake our environment favorable
to leaming. [7] Or they may make it unfavorable [8] And, Snce evarything
on the eath dfects everything dse on it, in a vary red sense, the whole earth

: . 2
IS pat of our environment.

20
Sherboume, Toward Reading Comprehenson, p. 17 1
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