




Once there were predators that humans feared. They were the big carnivores-

tigers, lions, and bears. We overcame them with our brains which enabled us to

20 invent weapons. Now, we are supreme. Or are we? What about the tiniest

creatures, the viruses and bacteria that kill us every day? We are not really

supreme. We are part of the system of life on this planet and we must live within

the constraints of that system if we are to survive.

We have much to learn about these constraints, but we already know some

25 important things. One is that species of plants and animals appear and disappear

over geologic time, depending on how well suited to the existing environmental

conditions they are. When conditions change and a species cannot tolerate the

new ones, it becomes extinct. Many species are threatened with extinction now.

Many have already been lost. Some of this would happen naturally, but the large

30 number of threatened species appears to be caused mostly by human activity.

Habitat destruction is one of our activities that kills a species. Like us, if they

have no shelter or food, they perish.

Many humans, especially in Western society, do not have much

understanding of the interdependence of life on this planet. This is a root cause

35 of the continuing assault on the environment. If people understood that their own

survival is connected to the species we are driving into extinction, the behavior

that is doing the damage would start to change. In a greatly simplified overview,

let me list some of the things other forms of life do that allow us to survive.

First, breathing. We take oxygen from the air to fuel our bodily processes.

4 0 It is in the air because plants release it as a byproduct of their metabolism. If we

lose too many plants, we will not have enough oxygen. Plants need soil with

nutrients and water to grow. The nutrients are recycled by microorganisms that
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right and wrong. Metaethics explains theprecise meaning of  the ethical words

and statements used in judgements of normative ethics and determines what

70 reasons support or contradict such judgments. Thus, “Am I right in lying to the

caller?” is essentially a normative question because it assumes the existence of

some norm of rightness to be accepted and subsequently applied to this act of

lying. In contrast, questions like “What does the term right mean?’ “What

evidence is there for assuming the existence of any ethical norm or of any

75 specific one?” and “What basis is there, if any, for insisting that a moral

judgment is correct?” are essentially metaethical concerns because m are

epistemological inquiries about normative judgments, that is, they address the

foundations of our moral knowIedge. Although the study of metaethics is vital

to effective normative thinking, our introduction to ethics will concentrate on

08 normative ethics because most readers at this point are primarily interested in

establishing some standards or norms for personal conduct.

Choose the best answer.

1. According to the passage, ethics is concerned with .

a. races and their beliefs

b. questions of right and wrong, of duty and obligation, and of moral

responsibility

c. our thoughts, feelings, actions and perceptions

d. the history of philosophy
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2. The definition “the branch of philosophy that studies what constitutes good

and bad human conduct, including related actions and values” refers to what

term?

a. normative ethics b. ethics

c. metaethics d. all of the above

3. The term “ethics” is sometimes used interchangeably with .

a. philosophy b. value

c. morals d. obligations

4. Which one is true of ethical considerations?

a. They are specific acts.

b. They deal with the study of moral conduct.

c. They deal with the conduct itself.

d. They are practical, not theoretical.

5. According to the passage, morality refers to .

a. the philosophical study of values and of what constitutes good and bad

human conduct

b. what lies outside the sphere of moral concern

c. the study of ethical theories

d. the degree to which an action conforms to a standard of human conduct

6. An example of a nonmoral action would be .

a. buying a dress

b. refusing to answer a question

c. selling a product to a customer before he or she is completely satisfied

d. moving out of your parents’ home
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7. A student lies to a teacher. According to the author, this action would be

correctly described as a(n) action.

a. ethical b. unethical

c. moral d. immoral

8 . Which branch of ethics analyzes the terms used in an ethical argument?

a. normative ethics b. metaethics

c. bioethics d. Western ethics

9. The word “it” (line 65) refers to .

a. metaethics b. normative ethics

c. obligation d. value

10. The word “they” (line 76) refers to .

a. concerns b. statements

c. questions d. reasons
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